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Sociological
Knowledges For
Alternative Futures

We live in a globalised world where emergencies and
hybridities arise from several challenges posed by climate
change, sustainable development, violent conflicts,
forced mass migration, and now also new health threats.
Social inequalities (gender, class, age, ethnic, racialised,
religion, territorial, embodied, etc.) are constantly
reshaped by those challenges. Sociological research is
analysing them as well as the actions designed to
overcome such inequalities. Younger generations
especially mobilise and develop solidarities, engaging in
social movements focused around topics such as climate
change and human rights. Those social movements are
being studied and reflected upon in sociological research,
contributing to other ways of seeing and building society.
In a context of pandemic due to the new Coronavirus,
discussion about alternative futures is especially
relevant. Across Europe we witness an array of actions,
that range from utilitarian to humanistic approaches,
which have made many people rethink solidarity,
democracy and the search for more egalitarian, just and
better environments which can sustain satisfactory and
flourishing lives. Fighting social inequalities and
protecting natural environments are seen not as
contradictory but mutually reinforcing. Citizens want to
decide which paths to take to achieve such goals, and
sociological knowledge provides key analyses about
which actions might contribute to practical
accomplishments and which will not. In pandemic times
of global crisis, closing borders, restricted mobilities, and
growing unemployment, sociological knowledge can help
to develop institutions able to cope with different risks
and practical issues. We believe that the sociological
imagination has a big role to play in rethinking
alternatives for the future, starting from solid scientific
knowledge and working outwards from it.

How can we build sociological knowledge to face so many
challenges? This is a pertinent question at a time of “fake
news” and “post-truth”, when scientific expertise is
frequently brought into question. The distinction
between knowledge and opinion becomes blurred.
Therefore now is the time to discuss how sociology offers
better understanding and relevant knowledge to improve
society. Populist and authoritarian politics gain even
more power and attention, undermining democracy in
multiple parts of the globe. The complex relations
between centres and peripheries, understood in a global
perspective, must be explored, and the social
implications of the use of technological tools in a digital

era must be identified and applied, so as to imagine and
create other futures.

We know that gatekeepers do not always recognise the
relevance of sociological knowledge for society,
postponing dedicated funding programmes and not
providing enough resources to generate bridges between
the contexts of knowledge production and application.
However, today citizens are demanding to see how
research in all scientific fields is contributing to the
improvement of their lives, and the social sciences are
well positioned to account for those contributions.

In a moment of emergency, when we should join up all
our various efforts, we invite colleagues to share and
discuss recent research concerning all areas of society,
with a view to building alternative futures together in the
ESA 2021 conference in the vibrant city of Barcelona. We
encourage sociologists, and social scientists more
generally, from Europe and beyond, to feed the scientific
discussion with fresh data, thoughts and ideas, and to
contribute sociological knowledge which envisions and
builds alternative futures. Approaches to these problems
from different methodological frameworks (qualitative,
guantitative, mixed methods, experimental, etc.) will be
most welcome. Barcelona will be a place for joint work,
dialogue and networking, focusing on multiple future
possibilities.

The construction of new epistemic communities is a
crucial step towards creating alternative futures. We
count on you to think about and practice new ways of
overcoming the complex social challenges of our time!
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Types of Sessions

During the 15th ESA conference, different talks or
debates will take place in which, depending on its
characteristics, we have called it by other names in order
to organize and simplify. While Research Network and
Research Stream sessions cover the immense variety of
sociological inquiry, Plenary, Semi-Plenary, Midday and
Evening specials and Fringe Events offer the opportunity
to engage in core debates. All session formats will include
time for open discussion. Coming up next, we will make a
brief explanation about the variety of sessions:

Plenaries (P) address the main conference theme. They
take place in the evenings (Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday).

Semi-Plenaries (SPs) discuss the main conference theme
from the viewpoint of different fields of research. They
promote discussion between speakers, next to that with
participants. SPs are based on proposals made by the ESA
Research Networks and the Executive Committee. This
time, two of them were open for abstract submission.
Midday / Evening (MD / EV) specials cover topics which
are relevant for sociology as a discipline and/or for the
day-to-day work of sociologists. They are offered at
lunchtime (on Wednesday) and in the evening (on
Thursday).

Research Network (RN) sessions feature research papers
submitted in response to the Call for Papers. The majority
of sessions are organised by ESA's 37 Research Networks.
RNs are open to all ESA members. All RNs hold a business
meeting at the conference (this time on Thursday, Sep 02,
in the evening after the last regular session). New
members are cordially invited to join one or several RNs
of their choice. Note that many RNs organise Joint
Sessions (JS), which are the union between two RN.
Research Stream (RS) sessions are made by sociologists
from several European countries who come together to
organise sessions on specific sociological topics. RSs are
self-organised bodies with a loose structure which is
determined by the researchers who join the stream.
While some RSs regularly organise sessions at ESA
conferences, others offer adhoc sessions around spur-of-
the-moment topics.

Session codes:

Regular sessions are sorted by the number of Research
Network (RNO1 to RN37), Joint Session (JS_RNO1_RN13
to JS_RN35_RN37) and Research Stream (RSO1 to RS19).

Numbers after the underline character indicate in which
timeslot the session took place:

_01 Wednesday 1 Sep 2021 10:45-12:15
_02 Wednesday 1 Sep 2021 12:30-14:00
_03 Wednesday 1 Sep 2021 15:30-17:00
_04 Wednesday 1 Sep 2021 17:15-18:45
_05 Thursday 2 Sep 2021 9:00-10:30
_06 Thursday 2 Sep 2021 10:45-12:15
_07 Thursday 2 Sep 2021 13:45-15:15
_08 Thursday 2 Sep 2021 17:15-18:45
_09 Friday 3 Sep 2021 10:45-12:15

10 Friday 3 Sep 2021 12:30-14:00

_11 Friday 3 Sep 2021 16:00-17:30

10
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Plenary 1

Chaired by Marta Soler-Gallart, ESA President

Science, Technology, and 21st
Century Democracy

Nelson, Alondra

White House Office of Science and Technology Policy;
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, USA

Biography

Dr. Alondra Nelson serves as the inaugural Deputy
Director for Science and Society in the White House
Office of Science and Technology Policy. In this role, she
brings social science expertise, including attention to
issues of social inequality, explicitly into the work of
Federal science and technology strategy and policy.

Dr. Nelson is also Harold F. Linder Chair and Professor at
the Institute for Advanced Study, an independent
research center in Princeton, NJ. She was president of the
Social Science Research Council, an international
research nonprofit from 2017-2021. She was previously
professor of sociology at Columbia University, where she
also served as the inaugural Dean of Social Science.

Dr. Nelson’s research contributions are situated at the
intersection of political and social citizenship, on the one
hand, and emerging science and technology, on the
other. Dr. Nelson connects these dimensions in a range
of widely acclaimed publications, including, most
recently, The Social Life of DNA.

Dr. Nelson is a member of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, the American Academy of Political and
Social Science, the American Philosophical Society, and
the National Academy of Medicine.

Plenary 1

Inventing the Future

Mayor Zaragoza, Federico

President of the European Center for Peace and
Development Council of the United Nations and former
Director-General of UNESCO

Biography

Federico Mayor Zaragoza is President of the European
Center for Peace and Development Council of the United
Nations. He is the founder and President of the
Foundation for a Culture of Peace and has served as
Director-General of UNESCO for twelve years. Mayor
Zaragoza is a renowned scientist, scholar, politician,
diplomat, and poet. He has been a professor at different
Spanish universities, rector of the University of Granada,
Chair of the European Research Council Expert Group
(ERCEG), and Co-founder of the Spanish High Council for
Scientific Research. He also holds an extensive career as
a diplomat and politician. He was Co- chair of the High-
Level Group for the “Alliance of Civilizations” and served
as Spanish Minister of Education and Science. He is an
honorary member of several scientific societies and a
member of different academies, among them the World
Academy of Art and Science.

11



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

Plenary 2

Chaired by Chair of the Conference
Ferro, Ligia

Time And Liminality In

Migratory Contexts
El Harras, Mokhtar

Mohammed V University, Morocco

In this paper, we approach time as a central variable in
migrants’ lives. We intend to show how migration
provides the possibility to be involved in multiple time
cultures, to experiment a diversity of temporal rhythms,
and discordant temporalities which do have disruptive
effects on migrants who increasingly face the challenge
of transiting from one time to another, and experience
the tension and difficulties of temporal coordination.

As marginalized beings from mainstream societies, they
confront temporal disjuncture and disharmony between
their expectations and reality. If we add to that the work
instability, mobility uncertainty as to the duration of
residence and next destination, we may then understand
their feeling of not controlling their own time as well as
their decreasing power in planning their future.

Mostly, migration implies a liminal period of waiting in
border posts, at embassies and migratory offices in order
to legally regulate the duration of stay, or to transit to
another country. At this level, the concept of rite de
passage seems suitable, because everyone involved is in
liminal phase, between his actual situation and an
objective to attain.

Moreover, the in-between state is characterized by
indeterminacy, ambiguity and hybridity. In face of the
Unknown and in a situation of weak ‘time sovereignty’,
migrants try to establish new temporal routines, adopt
strategies to mitigate risks, discover new opportunities
and make new plans to adjust to unstable temporalities.

Plenary 2

Biography

Mokhtar ElI Harras is a professor of Sociology at
Mohammed V University in Rabat. He was a scientific
committee member of the program “50 years of Human
Development in Morocco”. Currently he is a member of
the Hespéris Tamuda review board. He is also a member
of the Board of Trustees of the Arab Council for the Social
Sciences. He also assumes the co-coordination of the
Fatema Mernissi Chair. He was an active member in many
national and international research projects and
programs. He is the author of numerous articles and book
chapters on rural development, rural women, youth,
family, international and transnational migration,
qualitative methods in social sciences, media Sociology,
public space, and the image of the “other”. Among the
books published are: Tribe and Power in Northern
Morocco (1989, Rabat, CNCPRST), Fertility and Culture
(1996, Beirut, Dar Attalia, in collaboration with D.
Bensaid), Women in decision-taking positions (2008,
Tunis, KAWTAR), Youth and Media in Morocco (2011,
Rabat, Editions Maghrébines).
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Unfolding Human Agency: The
Case Of Grassroots Romani
Women

Kostic Cisneros, Rosamaria Elisabeth
Coventry University, United Kingdom

The EU recognizes that Roma is the most marginalized
cultural community in Europe. The Roma issues are also
marginalized even in the scientific studies about cultural
groups. Furthermore, Romani women are marginalized
even in women and gender studies. The result are
opaque lenses that prevent science and society from
seeing the deep transformations that the Roma feminist
movements are creating in their community and in
society. The worst consequence is that science and
society are full of racist and sexist stereotypes about us.

Romani feminism is one of the most important forces of
transformation that has taken place in Europe in the last
three decades. After centuries of being double or triple
silenced, Roma women have been raising their voice,
their concerns and creating their own spaces and
discourses challenging long standing prejudices and
stereotypes. Grassroots associations like the Drom Kotar
Mestipen (Barcelona, Spain) are just examples of how
non-academic Romani women are getting organized,
unfolding the full potential of human agency and
transforming many oppressive structures, for instance,
through deeply Roma women revolutionary international
congresses. Amidst this context, new masculinities are
also an emerging field of study and action led by many
Roma men who are walking side by side with women to
fight against any type of violence or subordination.
Taking these analyses into consideration, | will argue how
the advancement of sociological theory, and more
particularly, sociology of gender could be much beneficial
acknowledging these new and nearly not explored real
utopias.

Plenary 2

Biography

Rosamaria Cisneros is a Roma sociologist, curator, dance
historian and critic, Romani scholar, and peace activist.
She graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison
and got a Master’s degree in dance history and criticism.
She also has a minor in Curriculum and Instruction from
the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque. She
earned her doctorate in Sociology from the University of
Barcelona. The PhD entitled "Transferability of Successful
Educational Actions of the Roma Women to the plural
European Contexts" placed the Romani Women’s
Association Drom Kotar Mestipen at the centre of this
academic investigation.

Cisneros was and is involved in various EU-funded
projects from Framework Programmes of Research.
Related to them, she spoke in the Headquarters of the
European Parliament. She sits on several boards such as
the Roma Coventry Project, GRT Police Association (UK),
Drom Kotar Mestipen-Romani Association of Women
(Spain). She is also a Research Fellow at Coventry
University in the UK.
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Exit: The New Social Question

Faist, Thomas
Bielefeld University, Germany

The opening of The Communist Manifesto (1848) by Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels reads: “A specter is haunting
Europe—the specter of communism” . Communism and
the proletariat were held to be the gravediggers of the
capitalist system. About 150 years later, Michael Hardt
and Antonio Negri claimed in their monumental study,
Empire (2000): “A specter haunts the world and it is the
specter of migration”. Have we moved from the social
question, the conflict between capital and labour around
unsustainable inequalities, to a cultural question, with
migration and migrants as the utopian agents of our
time? Has exit in the form of migration trumped the voice
of class-based social movements? Has politics around the
social question—the politicization of social inequalities—
moved from exploitation to exclusion, from class to
culture, from redistribution to recognition? This lecture
addresses the implications of migration for political
cleavages in emigration and immigration contexts. The
argument is that exit complements voice in two ways.
First, the social question changed its shape over the past
200 years with the advent of welfare states, sophisticated
migration controls, the growing relevance of class
intersecting other heterogeneities, such as ethnicity, race
(racialization), religion, gender, or citizenship, and the
growing pluralization of theories guiding political action.
Second, the dynamics driving migration politics can be
discerned in the politics around the economic and the
cultural dimensions in both immigration contexts
(welfare paradox and liberal paradox) and emigration
contexts (development paradox and national paradox).

Plenary 2

Biography

Thomas Faist (PhD, New School for Social Research) is
Professor of Transnational, Migration and Development
Sociology at Bielefeld University in Germany. He directs
the Center on Migration, Citizenship and Development
(COMCAD). Thomas Faist has contributed to ongoing
debates about citizenship, transnationality, migration
and social policy in Europe and beyond. He has authored
and co-authored numerous books including The
Transnationalized Social Question: Migration and the
Politics of Social Inequalities in the Twenty-First Century
(2019), Disentangling Migration and Climate Change
(2016), Transnational Migration (2013), as well as
Citizenship: Discourse, Theory and Transnational
Prospects (2007), and Dual Citizenship in Europe (2007).
Thomas Faist is a member of the North Rhine-
Westphalian Academy of Sciences, Humanities and the
Arts.
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Plenary 3: Sociological
knowledges for

sustainable futures

Chaired by Chair of the LOC
Sordé, Teresa

Connecting Practices: Large
Topics In Society And Social
Theory

Shove, Elizabeth
Lancaster University, United Kingdom

The text outlining the theme of the ESA 2021 conference
‘Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures’
promises to engage with pressing challenges including
sustainable development, migration and threats to
health. It also makes claims about the importance of
Sociological knowledge for understanding and improving
society.

In this talk | resist some of these assumptions. Rather
than supposing that Sociology provides ‘analyses’ to
inform the ‘actions’ that citizens and policy makers might
take, and from which ‘alternative futures’ might spring, |
restate the claim that social practices, and combinations
of them, can and should be the focus of Sociological
conceptualization and analysis.

This changes the agenda. If we view contemporary global
problems as aspects and outcomes of relations and
connections between social practices, new and different
questions arise. How do practices extend across space
and time? How do forms of connectivity develop and
change and how do these dynamics produce uneven
textures of advantage? In working through the
implications of these ideas and in doing so with reference
to a selection of empirical examples (trends in obesity,
carbon emissions, plastic particles, the accumulation of
wealth) | hope to provoke some debate about what
Sociology has to offer and where its contribution lies.

Plenary 3

Biography

Elizabeth Shove is Professor of Sociology at Lancaster
University. She is best known for her work on social
theories of practice, including The Dynamics of Social
Practice with Matt Watson and Mika Pantzar (2012) and
for bringing a distinctive approach to bear on questions
of consumption and demand. Elizabeth led the DEMAND
(Dynamics of Energy, Mobility and Demand) Research
centre from 2013-2018. The core proposition that energy
is used not for its own sake but in the course of
accomplishing social practices at home, at work and in
moving around underpinned the Centre’s research, and
helped generate new and sometimes challenging ways of
thinking about these topics. Books arising from that work
include The Nexus of Practices (2017); Infrastructures in
Practice  (2018); Energy Fables (2019) and
Conceptualising Demand (2020).

Elizabeth is part of a group working on Practice Theory at
Lancaster, thinking about how social practices connect
and change together, and about the relevance of these
ideas for debates about health and wellbeing, economic
sociology and social inequality. Elizabeth has a visiting
position at the University of Helsinki at the Centre for
Consumer Society Research.
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Forms Of Sustainability/
Sustainability Of Forms.
Sociology, Critique And
Form(s) Of Life

Pellizzoni, Luigi
University of Pisa, Italy

The ecological crisis, understood as a broad recognition
of a systemic problem with the relationship between
(western/industrial) society and its biophysical milieu, is
about fifty years old. Three master narratives have
marked this time span, implying different
understandings of sustainability. The ‘limits to growth’
was the first. Sustainability meant stopping growth and
turning to a stationary economy. The second emerged in
the 1980s, as ‘growth of limits’, in the sense of receding
into the horizon thanks to the ever-increasing eco-
efficiency of the economy. Sustainability took then its
official formulation. The third has arisen in the 2000s, as
‘internalization of limits’. The blurring of distinctions like
nature/technology,  real/virtual, language/matter,
control/resilience, makes sustainability to effectively
coincide with the progress of techno-capitalism, as
confirmed by the emergent response to (and the very
origin of) the Covid-19 pandemic. In these
circumstances, to exert a role as knowledge that
matters, sociology should address a methodological and
a substantive issue. First, against claims about the
exhaustion of critique, it should clarify to which account
of critique it subscribes. I'll make a case for a specific one,
as suited to the challenge of the present. Second, it
should focus on current enactments of such critique as a
radical reframing of sustainability. To this purpose, I'll
argue that a key analytical lens is offered by a likewise
specific account of the concept of ‘form(s) of life’ — a
notion recently witnessing a resurgence in interest. Such
an account may help detect most promising expressions
of social effervescence and directions for institutional
change.

Plenary 3

Biography

Luigi Pellizzoni is professor of Sociology of the
environment at the University of Pisa, Italy. He has taught
at the Universities of Trieste, IUAV Venice and the
International School for Advanced Studies (ISAS). Recent
visits include the Centre for the Study of Environmental
Change (CSEC), Lancaster University, UK. Appointments
comprise a two-term service in the ESA Executive
Committee ESA (2011-2015). He has an extensive record
of research at international level and authored about 140
publications. His theoretical and empirical interests are
located at the intersection of environmental challenges,
techno-science advancement and the transformation of
governance. In the last years he has been developing a
research program on the reciprocal affections of novel
takes on materiality and the governmental rationality of
late capitalism, results of which are accounted for in
articles, book chapters and the book Ontological Politics
in a Disposable World: The New Mastery of Nature
(Routledge, 2016). He is presently working on new social
mobilizations, post-work, anticipatory governance and
alternative ways of relating with the world. He is the
coordinator of the research group and community of
discussion “Politics Ontologies Ecologies”.
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SPO1 | Yes Means Yes
Only With Freedom To
Consent

Organised & Chaired by ESA President
Soler-Gallart, Marta

Sociology related to areas such as gender, language, and
violence has provided scientific knowledge that
contributes to reducing coercive relationships and to
increasing freedom in sexual-affective relationships.
Nowadays, and especially after the “me too” aftermath,
society faces new challenges that require additional
developments for alternative futures. In the area of
consent, professionals from different fields, such as law,
gender, communication are debating on human
interaction that produces consent while defining which
are the conditions that coerce.

So far, debates about consent have been focused on
verbal language, for example, “no means no,” or
“anything less than yes is no”. However, the "no means
no" statement is quite erroneous because it is
incomplete. "Only yes means yes" is also insufficient
because “yes”, is actually “no” when it is not said under
conditions of freedom. We need to move towards
removing coercive discourse from the “yes” so that it be
said in full freedom. This semi-plenary contributes
knowledge to advance towards enabling “yes” in full
freedom. For that, three conditions are needed: 1) to
approach speech acts, power interactions and coercive
speech; 2) to address revictimization, which limits
consent; 3) to analyse the need to legislate Second Order
of Sexual Harassment (SOSH). There is no consent if
there are no spaces free of any violence.

The speakers will present most recent results of a new
line of research, which places the problem and the
solution in communicative acts, rather than only speech
acts. They will also tackle institutional power and
interactive  power, which determine coercive
relationships in different spaces, such as companies,
artistic career, or academia.

SP01 | Yes Means Yes Only With Freedom To Consent
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Legal Advances Towards Free
Relationships: A View On The
Pioneer Legislation Of The

Second Order Violence (SOV)

Miller, Katharina
European Women Lawyers Association (EWLA), Belgium

Sexual assault is a problem affecting everyone in
different contexts, across countries and cultures.
Research in a variety of areas connect sexual violence
with the lack of properly addressing consent in intimate
relatioplnships. Facing this reality, much consideration
has been raised along with the debate on approaching
sexual violence also from the legal world. In fact, there
are situations that evidence this reality. Gang rapes
occurred in different parts of the world and placed the
issue of consent on an unprecedented media and social
scale. The challenge consisting on articulating sexual
abuse, aggression and rape on the basis of consent,
requires the analysis of current legislations while
increasing the effort to comprehend victim’s willing on
engaging in any sexual encounter.

Drawing on this, the first speaker of this semi-plenary
contributes knowledge to advance towards enabling an
affirmative consent in conditions of full freedom, from
addressing the legal understanding of sexual consent
while considering overcoming revictimization and
second order violence, which restrict freedom and
consent. In this line, Professor Miller will provide a
comparative overview of how different EU member
states handle second order violence. In fact, the Catalan
Parliament recently approved the inclusion in current
legislation of the Second Order Violence (SOV) as "the
violence, backlash, humiliations and persecutions
against the people who support the direct victims of
gender violence". As there is not SOV legislation on EU
level, she will emphasize from a legal perspective about
the importance of legislating consent and SOV to prevent
both sexual harassment and revictimization.

SP01 | Yes Means Yes Only With Freedom To Consent

Biography

Katharina Miller is the President of the European Women
Lawyers Association (EWLA) and a member of the
Commission on European Union Law and International
Law of the German Association of Women Jurists (DJB).
She holds a degree in Economics and Law (University of
Greifswald, 2004 and 2006) and a master's degree in
European Union Law (Universities of Luxembourg and
Strasbourg, 2007). She is a Non-Executive Member of
various corporate boards with extensive legal experience
and with expertise in Compliance & Ethics and Women
Rights, being a qualified lawyer in Germany and Spain.
She is known by the Boards of Directors of the IBEX35 for
her impulse in the management of gender diversity in the
boards of directors and the economic and social
empowerment of women. She is Delegate for Spain and
the EU to the W20 and Advisory Board Member for the
Berkeley Center on Comparative Equality and Anti-
Discrimination Law.

18



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

‘Only Yes Means Yes’'. From
Speech Acts To Communicative

Acts In Consent
Puigvert, Lidia

Universidad de Barcelona, Spain

Despite strong efforts to address violence against
women and the progress achieved so far, gender
violence and sexual harassment are still huge challenges
of our current society. Facing this reality, some aspects
have to be deepen approached. At the basis of consent
it raises the analysis of communicative acts (those
including non-verbal communication in addition to the
verbal speech acts) from the type of language used on
people interactions. As language takes place through
interactions and gender violence may happen in
everyday contexts, specific communicative acts may
permit or avoid such situations of violence. The
theoretical background, based on women's studies and
sociology, departs from Puigvert's conceptual
framework on language and gender violence in order to
analyse concrete factors which base consent on the
intention of the act, while giving voices to survivors and
contributing to prevent harassment and abuse.

In this line, Dr. Puigvert will provide insights from the
sociological perspective by presenting the most recent
results of a new line of research, which places the
problem and the solution in communicative acts, rather
than only speech acts. Under this framework, this
conference also deepens on the analysis of
communicative acts for ensuring consent, focusing on
sexual freedom and the context under which consent
can neither be asked for nor conceived. Lidia will also
tackle institutional power and interactive power, which
determine coercive relationships in different spaces,
such as companies or academia, while emphasizing on
the need to create awareness on the urgent need of
achieving free consent without coercion.

SP01 | Yes Means Yes Only With Freedom To Consent

Biography

Lidia Puigvert is professor of Sociology at the University
of Barcelona, and Affiliated member of the Centre for
Community, Gender and Social Justice at the Institute of
Criminology, University of Cambridge. She is a feminist
author internationally known for her theoretical
contribution to dialogic feminism and to the prevention
of gender based violence. She is co-author of the book
“Women and social transformation” with Judith Butler
and  Elisabeth  Beck-Gernsheim, besides many
publications in top-ranked journals such as Violence
Against Women or Journal of Mixed Methods Research.
She has participated in research funded under the
European Commission Framework Programme (FP5, FP6,
and FP7) and most recently in the H2020 project PROTON
on preventing organized crime and terrorist networks.
She is currently leading a competitive study, funded by
the Spanish Ministry of Science, about Sexual Consent in
different space.
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SP02 | Alternative
Futures Beyond
Neoliberalism: Inside and
Outside of the European

Union

Organised by RNO6 - Critical Political Economy
& RN32 - Political Sociology

Chaired by David J. Bailey, University of
Birmingham; Pauline Cullen, Maynooth
University

The global pandemic has revealed the inherent
structural, material and embodied violence of neoliberal
capitalism. We need alternative futures. The EU and its
member states have responded with a form of crisis
management that may have delivered reprieve for some,
but has also exacerbated inequalities. This requires not
only scholarly scrutiny but also alternative solutions able
to attract political support from various constituencies.
This semi-plenary focuses especially on the EU in order
to consider how its role as an internal and external actor
affords, or prevents, an alternative future.

1) Inside the EU

The political economy of the EU has systematically
(re)produced a debt-driven model of neoliberal growth.
The recent EU industrial policy, the Covid-19 rescue
package, and the massive liquidity injections of the ECB
into financial markets are each a case in point. These
initiatives have reinforced class, gender, racial, and
geographic inequalities across the EU. They are creating
a potential for further contestation of the process and
institutions of the EU, forcing progressives to think of
alternatives to supranational integration without a
retreat to nationalism.

2) Outside the EU

Through its colonial history, and contemporary external
relations, the institutions and processes of European
integration are implicated in global racialized and
gendered hierarchies which underpin deep-rooted global
inequalities. Analysing the EU’s foreign, security and
development policy in a period of crises raises questions
about the EU’s efforts to resolve its own credibility crisis
and the ambiguities, tensions and contradictions that
characterise its role as a global actor.

SP02 | Alternative Futures Beyond Neoliberalism: Inside and Outside of the European Union
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Re-Narrating Africa-EU
Relations In A Time Of Crises

Haastrup, Toni
University of Stirling, United Kingdom

In the wake of multiple crises, including a global
pandemic, and new social movements that call into
question global power hierarchies, reflecting on the
unequal relationship between African and the European
Union merits considered attention now. It is still the case
that so-called EU-Africa relations are steeped in the
colonial patterns of interactions. Yet even the critiques
of EU practices as found in the literature on “EU-Africa
relations” have tended to reproduce this hierarchy for a
variety of reasons. Consequently, so-called EU-Africa
relations is also manifested in the insistence on certain
‘patterns of knowledge production and meaning’.
Invariably then, both the study and practice of Africa’s
relations with the EU have had a detrimental impact on
both the exercise of African agency and how we know
Africa in the interregional relationship. The co-
constitutive nature of the study and practice of Africa’s
relationship with the EU is one that this discussion aims
to explore. | am motivated by the desire to re-narrate the
so-called ‘EU-Africa relations’ through decolonial lenses
in order to claim back African and as a way to challenge
the dominant ways of knowing and doing EU External
Relations. In doing so, | want to contribute to
transforming the relationship between the EU and
African actors, specifically, while offering a broader
critique on the EU’s external relations practices.

Biography

Toni Haastrup is a Senior Lecturer in International Politics
at the University of Stirling, Scotland, UK. Her research
interests are broadly in the area of Global Governance of
Security, particularly the practices of the African and
European Unions. Her research uses critical feminist
lenses to understand the foreign policy practices of both
institutions, and she has published widely in this area.
Additionally, Haastrup teaches on themes of European
security, contemporary global security challenges, crisis
in Europe and feminist international politics. She is
currently joint Editor in Chief of JCMS: Journal of
Common Market Studies, and an occasional media
commentator.
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Zombification Of The
Economy In Pandemic

Times
Wigger, Angela

Radboud University, The Netherlands

A World Awash With Cash And The

Political responses to the C-19 pandemic in the European
Union (EU) but also beyond have consisted of various
corporate rescue packages and massive state aid as part
of a broader revival of industrial policy, as well as unseen
levels of quantitative easing by central banks. The talk
will embed these measures into the context of the ‘Wall
of Money’ searching for yield and the continued debt-led
accumulation patterns that have prevailed during more
than thirty years of neoliberal capitalism.

The crisis responses at EU-level have so far not led to
investments in the production sphere. Instead,
corporations are building up debt to finance share buy
backs, make dividend payments to shareholders, or
conduct mergers and acquisitions. In many industrial
sectors, such activities exceed greenfield investments or
investments in R&D. We seem to find ourselves in a
phase of capitalism that Karl Marx described almost 170
years ago as a phase where everybody is seized with a
sort of craze for making profit without producing. What
will be identified as ‘the zombification of the economy’ is
reinforcing class, gender, racial, and geographic divisions
not only in Europe but also beyond. In this context, the
invocation of the 2017 ‘White Paper on the Future of
Europe’ that the hard-earned human dignity, freedom
and democracy in Europe can never be relinquished,
appears as a mere platitude. The talk will not only
discredit, de-legitimize and politicize the crisis
management from a critical political economy
perspective, but also sketch the contours of a progressive
alternative.

Biography

Angela Wigger is Associate Professor Global Political
Economy at Radboud University, the Netherlands. Her
research is theoretically anchored in historical
materialism and anarchism, and focuses on debt-led
accumulation in capitalist crises, shadow banking, crises
responses in the field of competition and industrial
policy, and prefigurative forms of resistance. She has co-
authored The Politics of European Competition
Regulation: A Critical Political Economy Perspective
(Routledge, 2011), and published widely in New Political
Economy, New Political Science, Review of International
Political Economy, Journal of Common Market Studies,
Economy and Society, Globalizations, and Capital & Class,
Journal of International Relations and Development, or
Geoforum. She has been a board member of the Critical
Political Economy Research Network (RNO6), where she
acted as chair from 2017-2019. She forms part of the
supervisory board of the Research Centre on
Corporations (SOMO0), the
EuromemoGroup, and the journals Capital & Class and

Multinational

Structural Change and Economic Dynamics.
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SP03 | Social Research
and Social Justice in the
Study of Migration
Towards Southern
Europe

Organised by RN27 - Regional Network
Southern European Societies & RN35 -
Sociology of Migration

Chaired by M. Teresa Consoli,
University of Catania; Fiammetta
Fanizza, University of Foggia

The semi-plenary aims to offer a critical update on recent
trends and research developments related to migration
towards southern Europe. The focus on this strategic
geographical and socioeconomic region of Europe
remains important due to the fact that it enables
researchers and policymakers understand and reflect
upon the needs and claims of the newly arriving
populations, while also exemplify and discuss research
findings and governance issues that articulate social
justice and moral obligations towards these populations.

Against the domination of the human security approach
that points towards the alleged threats and risks
attached to migration that seems to be preferred by
most of politicians, social scientists are obliged to
deconstruct the suggested narratives and
misconceptions and bring to the fore evidence that
supports a sober scientific approach to migration along
with the condemnation of an emerging “sociology of
racism”. Moreover, this semi-plenary seeks to unveil and
denounce the links between the narratives of migratory
events and media languages and national legislations
used in the attempt to govern integration processes in
the name of sustaining different market economies.

The basic intention of the organizers is to re-introduce
the scientific and policy discussions aiming at prioritizing
migrant integration, in response to new public discourses
connected to securitizing migration, by reconnecting
migration and social justice in European countries. It
seems that the major challenge implied by this topic is to
allow for different identities and cultural backgrounds be
represented in the performance of the European social
construction.

SP03 | Social Research and Social Justice in the Study of Migration Towards Southern Europe
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Intra-EU Mobility and Welfare:
The European North-South
Divide Revisited (again)

Finotelli, Claudia
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain

The rhetoric on a North-South divide has been present in
a good deal of the European recent migration history.
The idea that many asylum seekers in Northern
European countries proceed from less attractive (and
generous) Southern European countries or that
regularisations in Southern Europe trigger new flows of
unwanted migrants towards Northern Europe came up
every so often in the political debate. Since the 1990s,
Southern European countries have certainly improved
their regulation frameworks and migration control
capacity over time whereas only few would deny that
irregular migration is a reality in both Southern and
Northern European countries.

This notwithstanding, the recent ‘migration crisis’ has
shown that Southern European countries still have
troubles in shaking off their reputation as ‘transit
countries’ with porous borders and unattractive asylum
systems. Moreover, the post-recession intra-EU mobility
from Southern Europe to Northern European countries
has revived the idea of a welfare-migration nexus
between Southern and Northern Europe where
Southern European workers started to be perceived as a
welfare burden in some EU countries. But what about
the non-labour-motivated mobility from Northern
European countries in Southern Europe? To what extent
can it represent a welfare burden for Southern European
countries? | will answer these questions by discussing to
what extent the idea of a North-South divide still seems
to bias the public perception of Southern European
migration countries and how it can be further reviewed
by reversing the traditional North-South perspective on
the welfare impact of intra-EU mobility.

Biography

Claudia Finotelli holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from
the University of Miinster (Germany) and is currently
Associate Professor at the Department of Applied
Sociology of the Universidad Complutense de Madrid.
Her research interests cover the areas of migration
control and citizenship with a special focus on Southern
Europe. With MariaCaterina La Barbera, she is Pl of the
Research Project “The subjective dimension of
citizenship: conceptions, juridical practice and individual
strategies in Italy and in Spain” (CIVITES) funded by the
Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation (2020-2023).
She is currently editing together with Irene Ponzo a book
for Springer on migration control logics and strategies in
Europe.

SP03 | Social Research and Social Justice in the Study of Migration Towards Southern Europe

24



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

A Paradigm Of Siege. External
And Internal Bordering In The
Manufacture Of Cultural And
"Racial" Difference

Maneri, Marcello
University of Milano Bicocca, Italy

The many policies and activities for the contrast of
“illegal immigration” seem inspired by a “paradigm of
siege”. This metaphor — sustained by powerful iconic
representations — conveys the idea of an ongoing
external threat to the stability of the European economic
and social system. The daily management of the
European Southern border based on the securitisation of
territorial sovereignty is a social ordering practice based
on associations and dis-associations. This boundary-
making process involves the formation of identities and
the definition of in-groups and out-groups. So, European
security policies at the external borders, and their regime
of visibility, create the lenses we use to think and talk
about differences.

What kind of difference is being produced and
reproduced by these bordering practices? The discourse
that makes sense of the post-national, pan-European
belonging, made possible by the Schengen bordering,
often puts at the centre the concepts of integration and
cultural compatibility as conditions to preserve
European civilisation and identity. However, this
discourse on culture, customs, and values is what we can
see on the surface. Still, other less confessable
boundaries—inherited from the colonial past and
revolving around an implicit idea of whiteness—are
being renovated as well. An analysis of images
accompanying news about the “refugee crisis” shows
Europe’s unconfessed racial views.

Biography

Marcello Maneriis Associate Professor of Sociology at the
University of Milano Bicocca where he teaches Media and
Cultural sociology. His research focuses on the media and
power, especially on news about migration, on racism,
public discourse on crime and security, and moral panics.
With Ann Morning, he is currently publishing a book for
Russell-Sage on the notions of cultural and biological
difference of descent-based groups in Italy and the
United States.
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SP04 | The Future of
Gender Equality in Post-
Pandemic Societies

Organised by RN33 - Women’s and Gender
Studies

Chaired by Maria Carmela Agodi, University of
Naples Federico Il

Covid-19is a new disease and still too poorly understood
to allow us to assess its ultimate impact on gendered
structures and practices. The pandemic is revealing and
widening gaps between rich and poor, black and white,
men and women. Gendered perspectives, theories and
empirical analysis are in high demand in order to develop
a comprehensive understanding of the impact the
pandemic has on individuals and its complex
consequences on social reproduction, labour markets,
new private/public dynamics and quality of life in
general. This semi-plenary will encourage debates about
consequences and risks the epidemic has on women’s
lives: gendered divisions of care and housework, how
‘lockdowns’ intensify private domestic and care
responsibilities, risks for frontline healthcare workers in
the Covid-19 response. Will contemporary patterns that
have worked in favour of improving gender equality be
reversed? What kind of sociology, feminist research and
gender studies will be valuable in crafting a response to
new risks related to the progress towards gender
equality, especially in health, education, and gender-
based violence?

Fighting the virus requires cooperation, sociological
imagination and a forward-looking perspective. We must
look beyond the current crisis and re-image our future in
the post-Covid-19 world. Gender-specific knowledge can
help develop institutions able to cope with different
risks, implement a gender-sensitive approach in the
responses to the pandemic and in the recovery phase,
and increase society's resilience.
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Centered On Care. Dispatches
From Domestic Workers During
The Pandemic

Rosinska, Anna Maria
University of Venice Ca' Foscari

The pandemic has exacerbated and exposed many of the
problems that have troubled societies before — from
gender to class inequalities to racism. This paper offers a
lesson from the perspective of a predominantly female
labor sector that has been at the heart of COVID-19
response: care and domestic work. Domestic workers,
most of whom are women and working-class, oftentimes
of color and/or migrants, found themselves again at the
intersection of multiple exclusions from both the
everyday and emergency safety nets. Moreover,
domestic workers experience the paradox of essential
work: being frontline and fundamental yet unprotected
and, in the end, ‘disposable’ (Chang 2000).

Domestic and care work during the pandemic offers an
important lesson in the ethics of care — interdependen-
cies become even more visible; however, they very often
lack the principle of care necessary to build the caring
democracy: ‘justice, equality, and freedom for all’
(Tronto 2011), and, above all, reciprocity.

Yet, given the prominence that care has recently gained
(Fine, Tronto 2020), in a way, the pandemic offers a chance
to reinterpret the established order. In the United States,
social movements have incessantly navigated the
paradoxes of ‘essential work’ in order to gain recognition,
acquire necessary protections, access the vaccines, while
avoiding the pitfalls of ‘disposable workers’ framing
(Rosinska, Pellerito 2021). This paper shares the findings
from the research study of domestic workers and their
movements in the US and Europe to reimagine a more just
and equitable society centered on care.
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Biography

Anna Rosinska is a sociologist of care and domestic work.
She is a Marie Sktodowska-Curie Fellow at the Ca’ Foscari
University of Venice. She has studied paid domestic and
care work in Italy, Poland, and the United States, working
at the University of Warsaw and as a visiting scholar at
the University of Massachusetts Lowell (2018-2020).
Author of the book ‘(U)stugi domowe’ about domestic
work in post-war Poland (2016, Wydawnictwo UMK,
under Anna Kordasiewicz). With A.Radziwinowiczoéwna
and W.Kloc-Nowak she co-authored the book
,Ethnomorality of care. Migrants and their aging
parents” (2018, Routledge). Her current project is
‘Intersections of class and ethnicity in paid domestic and
care work in Italy and in the USA’ (2018-2022). She runs
a Facebook page about domestic work. She is interested
in social relationships, reproducing, perpetuating and
constructing inequalities, the intersectional perspective
and workers’ activism of marginalized groups on the job
market.
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"I'am Lucky, Because my
Husband Helps me a Lot":
Gender (In)equality in Home
Office

Nagy, Bedtal; Geambasu, Réka?; Gergely,
Orsolya®; Somogyi, Nikolett*

1Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary; 2Babes-
Bolyai University, Romania, Centre for Economic and
Regional Studies - EOtvos Lorand Research Network,
Budapest, Hungary; 3Sapientia Hungarian University of
Transylvania, Romania; “University of Antwerp

The quarantine, confined upon us by the COVID-19
outbreak, created a unique, three-month-long, laboratory-
like situation in which we could investigate gender roles.
Full-time working parents who switched to home office,
were in a unique position to renegotiate the division of
housework, childcare, or the supervision of school-related
tasks. This paper intends to explore what happened to the
gendered division of unpaid work, when all kinds of
productive and reproductive tasks were moved inside the
home. To answer this question, we interviewed 52
mothers in two countries, Hungary and Romania, who lived
in dual-earner families with children under the age 14, and
worked full-time. Results show that despite the unusual
situation, most parents followed the usual pattern. Even
though they were unhappy with the workload, most
women did not mind the division itself. During the
quarantine, they suffered from permanent tiredness, as
well as felt limited to carry out their paid work
satisfactorily. Despite the significant similarities among
mothers, some country-specific differences have also been
detected. Research findings deliver evidence for the deeply
rooted gender beliefs regarding the division of unpaid
work, particularly if these duties are connected to childcare
and education. Results contain implications for the post-
pandemic gender relations and also for the preconditions
of the fair gender division of labour.
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Biography

Bedta Nagy, PhD is professor at the Institute of
Communication and Sociology at Corvinus University of
Budapest. Her main research field is gender and work.
She is the co-director of the Gender and Cultural Centre
at her university, and board member of the European
Consortium for Sociological Research (ECSR).

She has published articles in both Hungarian and English
journals, such as Gender in Management: An
International Journal; Gender, Work and Organization.
Bedta published a book on the lack of female students in
IT and technology in 2015. She has recently co-edited a
special issue on ‘Work-life balance/imbalance: individual,
organizational and social experiences’ for the journal
Intersections. East European Journal of Society and
Politics, and a special issue on ‘Leveraging cooperation
for gender equality in management’ for the journal
European Management Review.

Her latest research dealt with the work-life balance, and
also with the time teenagers and their parents spend
together with special attention to digital technology. The
present qualitative research investigated the situation of
mothers during the COVID-19 quarantine In Hungary and
in Romania in cooperation with Réka Geambasu, Orsolya
Gergely and Nikolett Somogyi.
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SPO5 | Covid-19,
European Solidarity and
the Future of Europe

Organized by Kaja Gadowska, Sebastian Koos
& Irina Tartakovskaja

Chaired by Sebastian Koos, University of
Konstanz

The COVID-19 pandemic presents enormous challenges
to the European Union (EU). The combination of a
health crisis and a dramatic economic crisis exacerbates
existing inequalities within the EU. The centrifugal
forces released by this trend jeopardize the future of the
European community. Contrary to initial expectations
that the COVID-19 would be a symmetrical crisis
subjecting all countries and citizens to the same risk, the
asymmetrical effects of the crisis become increasingly
evident—both in the medical and in the economic
domain. In some countries, hit by high numbers of
infections and hospitalizations, the virus brought
national health systems to the brink of collapse, while
other countries severely suffered from the economic
impacts of the pandemic and ensuing lockdown
measures. After an initial paralysis and uncoordinated
closing of borders throughout Europe, the EU member
states have intensified their joint actions to fight the
pandemic and its devastating economic repercussions.
To relieve overburdened health systems, for instance, in
early summer 2020 French COVID-19 patients were
transported to and treated by neighboring EU countries.
In July 2020, the heads of state and government agreed
ona 750 billion Euro recovery fund (NextGenerationEU).
The coordinated vaccination-purchasing program of the
EU has further shown that there is hope for European
solidarity. In this semi-plenary we will discuss what we
have learned from past crisis and the still ingoing Covid-
19 pandemic about European Solidarity.
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Conditioned Solidarity: EU
Citizens’ Attitudes Towards
Economic And Social
Austerities For Crisis Countries

Receiving Financial Aid
Lengfeld, Holger & Kley, Florian

Institute of Sociology at Leipzig University, Germany

During the European debt crisis, there has been a
massive political debate between the EU institutions and
the governments of crisis countries on the kind of
austerity measures these countries have to accept in
order to receive financial assistance from rescue funds
established by EU and IMF. Based on a Weberian
approach regarding solidarity as an act of mutual help,
we interpret austerity measures as particular conditions
of solidarity Alter has to agree to in order to receive
assistance from Ego. In this paper, we ask to what extent
citizens of EU countries agree on the notion of
conditioned solidarity, and to which extent they are
divided by socio-structural or cultural conflict lines, or by
country particularities. Using unique data from the 2016
13 country ‘Transnational European Solidarity Survey’,
findings show that the majority of respondents reject the
idea of conditionality. Logistic regressions reveal rather
weak attitudinal differences between respondents at the
individual level, while at the country level respondents
from countries with growing unemployment, higher
unemployment rates, government debt, and poverty
rates are in tendency more likely to reject the measures.
We conclude that paying attention to the idea of
conditionality is an important aspect of assistance
measures in the future, if political actors look to avoid a
lack of legitimacy among European citizens.
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Biography

Holger Lengfeld is Professor of Sociology at the Institute of
Sociology at Leipzig University, Germany, and Research
Fellow at the German Institute of Economic Research
Berlin. His research focuses on social stratification,
inequality, and European social integration. Among his
publications are ‘Modernization Losers’ Revenge? Income
Mobility and Support for Right- and Left-Wing Populist
Parties in Germany’ (European Sociological Review, 2021,
with J. Hartmann and K. Kurz); ‘Contemplating the
Eurozone crisis: are European citizens willing to pay for a
European solidarity tax? Evidence from Germany and
Portugal’ (European Societies, 2020, with F. K. Kley and J.
Hauberer); ‘European Solidarity in Times of Crisis. Insights
from a Thirteen-Country Survey’ (Routledge, 2019, with J.
Gerhards, Z. S. Ignacz, F. K. Kley, and M. Priem).

Florian K. Kley is a researcher at the Institute of Sociology
at Leipzig University, Germany, and currently working as
a researcher in the DFG-Project Changing middle class: A
comparison of Germany and the US. Previously, he was a
researcher in the HORIZON 2020-Project, Solidarity in
European Societies: Empowerment, Social Justice and
Citizenship (SOLIDUS). His main research fields are
European social integration, social stratification
research, and quantitative data analysis. Among his
publications are ‘Contemplating the Eurozone crisis: are
European citizens willing to pay for a European solidarity
tax? Evidence from Germany and Portugal’ (European
Societies, 2020, with H. Lengfeld and J. Hauberer);
‘European Solidarity in Times of Crisis. Insights from a
Thirteen-Country Survey’ (Routledge, 2019, with J.
Gerhards, H. Lengfeld, Z. S. Ignédcz, and M. Priem).
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Viral Solidarity? Support for
European Fiscal Integration in
the COVID-19 Crisis

Kuhn, Theresa
University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Although fiscal integration is seen as necessary to ensure
the stability of the European monetary union, concerns
about a Euroskeptic backlash constrained national gov-
ernments’ ability to pursue further fiscal integration in
the euro crisis. During the COVID-19 pandemic, however,
European governments agreed on an ambitious recovery
fund, which established an unprecedented fiscal stabili-
zation capacity. This development challenges the as-
sumption that public opinion constrains EU governments
and begs the question of whether, and under which con-
ditions, citizens are supportive of European solidarity
measures in the COVID-19 crisis. Theresa Kuhn presents
the results of an original survey experiment on public
support for a European pandemic recovery fund in five
European countries (France, Germany, Italy, the Nether-
lands, and Spain) in July 2020. She shows that there is
remarkably high support for a joint European fiscal in-
strument, and that the design of such an instrument in-
fluences support. While cross-country differences reflect
perceptions of collective self-interest, there is consider-
able support for the pandemic recovery fund across all
countries. Citizens’ left-right orientations, their pro-anti
EU positions, and to a lesser extent, their perceived eco-
nomic risk from COVID-19 structure differences within
countries. The findings suggest that public support for
fiscal integration is higher than commonly assumed. The
research has been conducted jointly with Bjorn Bremer,
Maurits Meijers and Francesco Nicoli.

Biography
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Theresa Kuhn is Associate Professor in Political Science at
the University of Amsterdam where she is also co-direc-
tor of the faculty research priority area Amsterdam Cen-
ter for European Studies and leader of the programme
group Challenges to democratic representation. After
obtaining her PhD from the European University institute
in Florence, she was a Postdoc Fellow at Nuffield College,
University of Oxford and at the chair of macro sociology,
Freie Universitat Berlin. She works on questions of Euro-
pean integration and solidarity, using comparative sur-
vey and experimental methods. Her research has been
published in numerous renowned international journals.
In 2015 she published an award winning monograph on
“Experiencing European Integration. Transnational Lives
and European ldentity” at Oxford University Press. To-
gether with other colleagues, she just received a large re-
search grant by the Volkswagen foundation to study the
effect of COVID19 on Euroscepticism, solidarity and vote
choice.
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SP06 | Sociology
Transforming Science
and Society

Organised by the LOC members Teresa Sordé
& Luis Recuenco

Chaired by Teresa Sordé Marti, Universitat
Autonoma de Barcelona

During the Covid-19 pandemic, citizens know to what
extent their lives fully depend on scientific advancements.
Amidst democratic revolutions, people’s will to self-
govern themselves lead to the Social Sciences (SS)
foundation with the main purpose of making all human
lives more flourishing. Sociology played a key role to
address the core problems affecting citizens. However,
throughout the years, Sociology has been to some extent
deeply affected by a bureaucratization process, deviating
its original purpose to respond to citizens’ claims to
provide scientific evidence to better support societies’
self-management. Frequently the word Sociology has
been used as a resource to reinforce ideological or
political standpoints, instead for contributing with the
sociological developments to the objectives of the
humanity. Consequently, Sociology does not play a
central role in the key issues affecting humanity, even
when it could have done so. Taking the recent pandemic
example, most of the prevention measures or key
debates are located within the core issues of Sociology,
however, sociologists’ voices or contributions are not
perceived as being crucial. There is an urgent need to
decolonize the Sociology domain from being a battlefield
between political forces, and to restore its independence
and universal nature, providing the needed expert
knowledge to satisfy citizens' claims. This way, it will be
possible for Sociology to recover the initial purpose and
regain our central role in society, without depending on
who is in power to be fully considered and heard.

SP06 | Sociology Transforming Science and Society
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Sociological Responses to The
Pandemic And Their Takeaways
For A Post-COVID19 Society

Aiello, Emilia
Harvard Kennedy School, United States of America

Societal challenges across Europe such as access to social
protection, adequate working conditions or food security
for those at risk have worsened by the crises unleashed
by COVID-19, evidencing the cracks of our system but also
offering a unique opportunity to act. In record-time, the
presence of science in lay people’s daily life gained
unprecedented importance. Health sciences have been
at the forefront of the crisis, contributing to a way out of
the health emergency. However, a mid-term and long-
term way out of the economic, societal and political crises
will require a broader approach and collaboration
between all societal and political actors, namely policy-
makers, scientists, and civil society. Amid this context,
sociologists in Europe can play a key role, offering
theoretical and methodological tools to capture, analyse
and work with the public to offer transformative
alternatives. Although part of the expert knowledge from
sociological research is still trapped at the Ivory Tower,
others have proven to have great social impact, and serve
as the basis to inform policy and actions welcomed by
both policy-makers and end-users. In this sense,
knowledge co-creation is not solely a criterion posed by
research programmes such as Horizon Europe to
democratise knowledge, but also claimed by end-users.
Examples of successful collaborations between
sociologists and those working at the grassroots can be
identified. | will discuss how European Sociology is
already serving as a forum where accurate societal
analyses are developed and ambitious ideas co-created
and implemented, thus helping those in positions of
leadership and decision-making.
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Biography

Emilia Aiello, PhD, is EU Marie Sklodowska-Curie Post-
doctoral fellow at the Ash Center for Democratic
Governance and Innovation, at the Harvard Kennedy
School, and at the Department of Sociology at Universitat
Autonoma de Barcelona (UAB). She is also research
affiliate of the UAB Group of Ethnic Studies and Migration
(GEDIME), and member of the Community of Researchers
on Excellence for All (CREA). Emilia’s research interests
are focused on how the most vulnerable social groups
organize at the grassroots level to overcome inequalities
and gain social and political power. Her scientific and
personal concern also focuses on uncovering the ways to
maximize the social impact of all types of scientific
research, better connecting scientific interests and
outputs to societal needs. She collaborates with the
Spanish organization “Ciencia en el Parlamento”, and
with the Drom Kotar Mestipen Roma Association of
Women.
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Sociology as a Vocation.
Weber Against Weber

Hanafi, Sari
AUB, Lebanon (Lebanese Republic)

Max Weber has two famous lectures about the academic
field in its relationship to the other field: one on science
as a vocation in 1917 and the other “Politics as a
Vocation” in January 1919. Even with a span of two years
one cannot understand the former without connecting it
to the second. | will show that Max Weber contradicts his
own sociology and his descriptive science guided by
Wertfreiheit contains within it “smuggled in”
prescriptions about how institutional matters ought to be
arranged and about how one ought to confront the
realities described. Also | will use Bruno Latour to show
that Science and politics have the same vocation. In this
talk I have proceed as following:

- What are the major messages of Weber “Science as a
vocation”?

- What are |Institutional, political and cultural
circumstances that bore upon Weber to write his piece?
- If his position is justified at that time, is it still valid for
21stc.?

- If his lecture is about sociology of vocation, what about
sociology as a vocation?

SP06 | Sociology Transforming Science and Society

Biography

Sari Hanafi is currently a Professor of Sociology, Director
of Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies and Chair
of the Islamic Studies program at the American University
of Beirut. He is the President of the International
Sociological Association. Recently he created the “Portal
for Social Impact of Scientific Research in/on the Arab
World” (Athar). He was the Vice President of the board of
the Arab Council of Social Science. He is as well editor of
Idafat: the Arab Journal of Sociology (Arabic) Among his
recent books are: The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology
of the Middle East, Knowledge Production in the Arab
World: The Impossible Promise. (with R. Arvanitis). He is
the winner of 2014 Abdelhamid Shouman Award and
2015 Kuwait Award for social science. In 2019, he was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate (Doctor Honoris Causa)
of the National University of San Marcos (the first and the
leading university in Lima- Peru — established in 1551).
(His website: https://sites.aub.edu.lb/sarihanafi/).
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The Failure Of Academic Social
Science On Both Sides Of The
North Atlantic In Explaining And
Helping To Change The World

Navarro, Viceng

Public Policy, Johns Hopkins University, United States of
America

The Academic Social Science has a major crisis of
credibility on both sides of the North Atlantic that
parallels and accompanies the crisis of legitimacy of
representative democratic institutions in both continents
(also in multinational European Institutions such as the
European Union, whose popularity has been in decline
considerably). Academic Social Science has been unable
to explain, predict, and contribute to resolve those
political crises. At most, they have been able to analyse
some specific protest and liberation movements (based
on different forms of exploitation), but without relating
them to the overall crisis of legitimacy of political regimes
dominant in both sides of the Atlantic since the 80s.

This explains the lack of proposals for alternative political
regimes that could enable different movements of
liberation to construct political spaces with a common
strategy to change those regimes. A country could have
many social movements in defence of minorities,
women, better environment, among many others, and
still have very few political, social, and labour rights for
each group, as it happens in the United States, where
each social group competes with others for political and
media attention. A major deficit of dominant social
science is the limited attention paid to the elements of
transversality that can relate to different forms of
exploitation helping to establish joint strategy that could
facilitate the change of those regimes. The big
atomisation among the different protest movements
explains the weakness of each one. Diversity is not the
problem. The absence of transversality is the problem.
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Biography

Dr Vicente Navarro is professor of Public Policy at Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore and is also Emeritus
Professor of Political and Social Sciences at the Pompeu
Fabra University in Barcelona, he is also the Founding
Director of the JHU-UPF Public Policy Center. He has
published more than 40 books, translated into different
languages, as well as having published more than 400
articles in peer reviewed scientific journals. He is one of
the most frequently cited scholars in the Scientific
International Literature. He has been an advisor to many
international agencies such as the UN, ILO and many
governments in developed and developing countries. His
area of work is on political economy and social science,
focusing very much on the economic, political, and social
determinants of quality of life on both sides of the North
Atlantic.
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SPO7 | Public Spaces
after Covid-19: Building
Alternative Knowledges
for the Future

Organised & Chaired by ESA Vice-President &
Chair of the Conference Committee Ferro,
Ligia

Evaluation On Spatial, Socio-
cultural And Economic
Concerns Across Europe

Bravo, Luisa
City Space Architecture, Italy

The COVID-19 pandemic has made clear the fundamental
role of public space in our cities, not just for social life but
also in regards of the functioning of the economic urban
system. The imposed lockdown, to prevent the
widespread of the contagion at the global level,
combined with physical distancing and health
restrictions, significantly impacted on public urban life
while reinforcing existing inequalities, at many different
levels, accelerating the process of social exclusion of
minorities and disadvantaged and marginalized groups.
Youth, older persons and persons with disabilities
experienced isolation, frustration and loneliness, with a
significant raise of helplessness and fear. Women were
hit harder than men and many lost their jobs. From being
a health emergency, the pandemic soon became an
economic crisis.

We are now aware that in the ‘next normal’ the shared
civic space will no longer be as we know it: the pandemic
has put at the forefront some urban models, such as the
car-free city or the 15-minute city, aimed at re-organizing
priorities around the human scale, and it has established
the 1,5 meter society as a new form of safe physical co-
existence, while moving many social interactions on the
cyberspace and on multiple virtual platforms. This health
and economic crisis will permanently change the way
humans will interact in the public domain in the post-
COVID 19 city.

Biography

Luisa Bravo is Adjunct Professor in Urban Design at the
University of Florence in Italy and Guest Researcher at
KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Centre for the Future
of Places in Sweden. She has more than 15-years
experience in the professional field as urban planner and
designer with a specific focus on public space. Her
expertise is grounded in extensive academic postdoctoral
research and teaching in Italy and Europe, the United
States, Middle East, Asia and Australia.

With her non-profit organization City Space Architecture,
that she founded in 2013 she has organized and curated
international conferences, seminars, workshops and
exhibitions aimed at promoting public space culture,
through an interdisciplinary approach, involving art and
architecture. Luisa is the Founder and Editor in Chief of
'The Journal of Public Space', the first, international,
interdisciplinary, academic, open access journal entirely
dedicated to public space, that she established through
City Space Architecture in 2015, in partnership with UN-
Habitat.

In 2020 Luisa launched the online initiative ‘2020: A Year
without Public Space under the COVID-19 Pandemic’, in
cooperation with the School of Architecture at The
Chinese University of Hong Kong, and organized 20
webinars across five months, engaging more than 100
speakers globally, and a final two-day symposium in
November.
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Social Interactions On The
Streets During The Covid-19
Pandemic: Counterpoints
Between European And
Brazilian Cities

Fragoli Jr., Heitor
University of Sdo Paulo, Brazil

| intend to address urban dynamics characterized by the
interchange between social isolation and lockdown
ending, resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic. This
analysis will be based on counterpoints between certain
European Mediterranean metropolises and the Brazilian
ones, mainly Sdo Paulo — the latter located in a national
context marked by a longstanding confluence of health,
political and economic crises. The most comprehensive
ethnographic focus of the analysis, due to the impacts on
the possibilities of face-to-face interaction, has as its
starting point the mapping and reading of diaries written
from the pandemic decree by the World Health
Organization (March 2020), especially regarding the
narrative of experiences of interaction in public spaces.
It is important to review meanings of the notion of urban
utopia. This is especially relevant in a period marked by a
series of criticisms to agglomerations in public spaces,
due to the transmission of the virus, or new criticisms of
the idea of urban growth, due to the harmful effects on
the environment. At the same time, it is necessary to
understand, as in the case of the Brazilian urban context,
that social isolation has not been a choice for a large
contingent of city dwellers, on account of housing
precariousness and employment options, with their
sociability forms to be better understood in these
dramatic times.

Biography

Heitor Frugoli Jr. is Associate Professor of the
Department of Anthropology of the University of Sdo
Paulo, (USP) (currently Head of Department) and
coordinator of Anthropology of the City Study Group
(GEAC-USP). He was visiting professor at University of
Leiden (2010) and directeur d’études at Ecole des Hautes
Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris, 2013). He is CNPq
(National Council for Scientific and Technological
Development) researcher since 2005. Educational
background: Visiting Scholar, University Institute of
Lisbon (ISCTE-IUL) (2011); Ph. D., University of Sdo Paulo,
USP (Sociology) (1998); Visiting Scholar, University of
California, San Diego (1995-1996); M. A., University of
Sdo Paulo, USP (Anthropology) (1990). He is the author,
among other books, of Sociabilidade urbana (Zahar,
2007), Centralidade em S3o Paulo (Edusp, 2000) and Sdo
Paulo: espagos publicos e interagdo social (Marco Zero,
1995).
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Invisible Voices In The

Public Space: From
Unknown Realities To
Evidence Of Transformations

Redondo-Sama, Gisela
University of Deusto, Spain

The pandemic has raised major concerns about how the
public space is conceptualized and used by citizens,
including the most vulnerable. In this vein, sociology has
analyzed the ways society re-builds the understanding of
public spaces in very diverse contexts, in urban and rural
areas. However, less is known about how to include the
voices of citizens into public space research in effective
ways during pandemics, in particular the voices of the
most vulnerable that tend to be invisible in the public
discourses. The advancements in sociological research
about the creation, development and sustainability of
alternatives in the COVID-19 context, implies bottom-up
approaches that place the voices of the most vulnerable
at the core of the transformations. Furthermore,
research with social impact shows the evidence that
citizens use to improve their cities, villages and
territories. In this vein, Dr. Redondo-Sama will approach
the most recent contributions in sociology that, in
collaboration with other disciplines, are presenting
evidence of transformations in the public space that
include the voices of the most vulnerable, among others.
Gisela will also include some of the insights developed at
the international level on social impact of research that
can inspire further investigations in the field of public
space.

Biography

Gisela Redondo-Sama is Ramén y Cajal Fellow and has
been Marie Curie Fellow at the University of Cambridge.
She has research experience acquired at CREA,
Community of Research on Excellence for All. Among
others, she has participated in the INCLUD-ED project,
the only project in socioeconomic sciences and
humanities in the list of the 10 success stories of
European Research published by the EC. Her research
interests are focused on dialogic leadership, community
participation, social impact, homeless and gender. Her
academic works have been published in ranked journals
such as PLoS ONE, International Sociology, Qualitative
Inquiry or Sustainability. She is the editor of the
eSymposium publication of the ISA and topic editor of the
Special Issue “Information on Pandemic for Socially
Vulnerable Groups” in the International Journal of
Environmental Research and Public Health.
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SP08 | Covid-19 in the
City: Building Positive
Futures

Organised by RN16 - Sociology of Health and
Iliness & RN37 - Urban Sociology

Chaired by Ellen Carol Annandale, University
of York; Maria Victoria Gémez, University
Carlos Il

The Covid-19 pandemic is unprecedented in the last
century and has been acutely felt in many cities all over
the world. Covid-19 is showing us in a dramatic way our
vulnerability as human beings and the importance of our
urban contexts, in particular its schisms for mental and
physical health, challenging our sense of responsibility
towards matters that transcend the private sphere,
towards our neighbours and other people and the affairs
and values of city, community and society.

Whenever a trend and explanation for the spread of the
infection emerges, Covid-19 challenges it: shifting our
knowledge of the most affected ages, genders, ethnic
groups, countries and territories. However, it seems
clear that the virus is not "democratic" at all: the
inequalities of our cities are exacerbated by the
pandemic, and many people disadvantaged by lack of
resources and skills are unable to defend themselves.

The pandemic has brought an increase in social and
political awareness of the need for change in European
cities where people’s care and their health can be — but
presently often are not — at the centre of its design.
Thinking about health and care means placing the
sustainability of life, urban mobility, spatial segregation,
public space and people's daily experiences at the centre
of political decisions.

While the pandemic has reinforced urban and health
inequalities, it also provides a window of opportunity for
us as sociologists to rethink issues concerning this
matter. RN16 and RN37 would like to invite colleagues to
discuss these topics, with a view to building alternative
futures.
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From Sociographical Disruption
To Medicalized Futures:
Integrating Covid-19 Into
Everyday Life In The City.

Maturo, Antonio
Bologna University, Italy

“Biographical disruption” is a key concept in medical so-
ciology. This expression refers to the rupture in the fabric
of everyday life and the upheaval in cognitive categories
after the diagnosis of a chronic disease. It is not reductive
to state that what we have experienced due to Covid-19
has been, and still is, a biographical disruption at a large
scale: a “sociographical disruption”. During the major
lockdown in the early months of the pandemic, our
homes were a refuge but also a prison, a place of rest but
also of work. Outside the home, a surreal silence reigned,
broken only by ambulance sirens. We thus had to
reinvent a domestic life marked by hybridization,
ambiguity, and the uncanny (Unheimlichkeit). We also
experienced a peculiar form of medicalization of
everyday life characterized by new objects; new hygienic
practices; and new forms of interaction in the city.

Will all these new normalities fade away thanks to the
vaccine? Will we then go back to our old, pre-Covid
normalcy? Probably not. The virus has proven our
vulnerability. The events of 9/11 gave rise to huge
changes in the security systems of airports and other
crowded places; Covid-19 will give rise, on a much larger
scale, to changes in every part of our lives. Life in the
cities will be characterized by molecular surveillance
(Endopticon) and several risk-reduction practices. Some
of these practices will be presented and discussed.
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Biography

Antonio Maturo is a medical sociologist and Professor at
Bologna University. His latest books are Digital Health
and the Gamification of Life, Emerald, 2018 (with
Veronica Moretti) and Good Pharma, Palgrave, 2015
(with Donald Light) and among his publications on Covid:
Unhome Sweet Home: The Construction of New
Normalities in Italy during COVID-19, in Lupton D., Willis
K. (eds) The Coronavirus Crisis: Social Perspectives,
Routledge (with Veronica Moretti). He has edited two
volumes of the journal Salute e Societa: The
Medicalisation of Life, 2009 (with Peter Conrad) and
Medicine of Emotions and Cognitions, 2012 (with Kristin
Barker). At Bologna University, Antonio is the Chair of the
PhD Programme in Sociology and responsible for the Unit
for the Horizon2020 “Oncorelief” Project. Moreover, he
has taught Medical Sociology for five years at Brown
University, USA. Antonio is proud to have been one of
first Erasmus students, at the Katholieke University of
Leuven, in the distant 1989/1990.
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Cities and Covid-19: Utopias

and Dystopias
Rolnik, Raquel

Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism of the University
of Sdo Paulo (FAUUSP), Brazil

The current pandemic has intensified and made the
preexisting crisis clear cut and explicit: the biopolitics
grounded on growingly extractivist logics and in the
destruction and promotion of death have taken hold of
all existing relationships between bodies and territories.
With it, also preceding forms of control and surveillance,
such as the confinement imposed in many cities and
countries and other shapes of the restructuring of the
surplus extraction process through cyber capitalism,
which had also been redesigning our cities, have also
been intensified: private, controlled and securitized
systems of territorial governance; as well as a mainly
cybernetic economy based on automation and bigdata,
and on the collection and extraction of people’s personal
data and on the tracking of all their movements. This
scenario represents the dystopia that is presented to us
as our future. However, in an opposite vein, the
pandemic has also catalyzed the rise of a myriad of forms
of self-organization and mobilization geared towards
securing people’s survival in contexts where a scarcity of
resources emerges. These forms take a variety of means
— legal, illegal, supra-legal — and operate in and through
community and collective takeover, solidarity networks,
and spaces of invention and improvisation. The post-
pandemic situation is thus one of struggle between the
previous dystopia and this utopia of the political
imagination to invent another model for our cities, one
not based on a centralized model attached to the
extractivist, exploitative and consumer logic, but rather
on an alternative model envisioning change grounded on
the primacy of defending life.
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Biography

Raquel Rolnik is a professor of Urban Planning at the
University of Sdo Paulo. She was planning director at the
Sdo Paulo Municipal Planning Secretariat (1989-92) and
National Secretary of Urban Programmes of the Brazilian
Ministry of Cities (2003-2007). From 2008 to 2014, she
held the mandate of UN Special Rapporteur on adequate
housing. She was an urbanism columnist for Radio CBN-
SP, Band News FM and Radio Nacional, and for the
newspaper Folha de S. Paulo, and she currently keeps a
column on Radio USP, UOL and on her personal webpage.
She has recently authored Urban Warfare: Housing under
the Empire of Finance (Verso, 2019).
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SP0O9 | Civic Action:
Creating and Living
Alternative Futures

Organised RN20 - Qualitative Methods, RN25 -
Social Movements, RN29 - Social Theory &
RN32 - Political Sociology

Chaired by Florian Elliker, University of St.
Gallen; Mattias Wahlstrém, University of
Gothenburg

Alternative futures do not only emerge through mass
media and mass publics, but through commitment in
(physical) copresence that is often established in
groups and movements. Civic action within such
communities aims, on the one hand, to bring about
institutional changes. As such, they constitute both
practical and epistemic communities in which
knowledge for alternative futures is (re)produced,
seeking to make this knowledge more widely relevant
than just within this community. In these “tiny publics”
(Fine & Harrington 2004), on the other hand,
resistance is not only enacted by striving for structural
change. Rather, they are crucial in constituting spaces
in which their members practice and experience
alternative ways of living. Within such groups,
individual and collective meanings of resistance often
coalesce and become underpinned with lived
experience. Identities, practices, and experiences
fashioned and gained within the plausibility structures
of such groups may reverberate throughout the lives
of former group members, creating not only rational
evidence, but also emotional-appreciative evidence
(Max Weber) that alternative futures are feasible.

This semi-plenary’s aim is to address questions of how
creating and living alternative futures in groups and
movements in structured. What are the key structural
properties of such movements? What are the various
“group styles” (Eliasoph & Lichterman 2003) that
shape the culture of deliberation, discussion and
interaction in such groups? How is attachment to the
group and commitment to its purposes created,
particularly (yet not only) through the interplay of
various forms of physical and digital copresence?
What are the symbolic, political, cultural, social or
material motivations of individuals to participate and
engage in such groups? How do the political
commitments of such groups reverberate beyond the
boundaries of the respective communities?
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Can Alternative Futures Be
Common Futures?

Lichterman, Paul

University of Southern California, United States of
America

Civic groups seem like a promising source of knowledge
for an alternative, more just and sustainable future. Yet,
this knowledge poses a dilemma for civic activists and the
public who listen to them: The critical or transformative
knowledge of civic groups would often project a future in
which only a relatively few, socially and culturally distinct
people can fully participate. That is because the
knowledge that group participants can generate depends
on how participants imagine their connections to each
other and the wider world — their style. Groups can
communicate critical or transformative knowledge when
they locate and coordinate themselves as actors marginal
to dominant institutions, but this self-marginalizing style
will make participants’ knowledge claims sound culturally
and socially marginal or exclusive, too. Examples from
local environmental and housing advocacy in the US over
the past thirty years illustrate this dilemma of self-
marginalizing, radical knowledge. Concluding comments
propose a response to the dilemma that includes a
practical role for scholars.
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Biography

Paul Lichterman currently is Professor of Sociology and
Religion at the University of Southern California. A
cultural sociologist and ethnographer of public life, he
has studied participation in a variety of social movement
efforts, religious volunteer groups, and professional
NGOs. He has been honored with disciplinary awards for
his articles in premier journals and his two monograph
books, The Search for Political Community: American
Activists  Reinventing Commitment and Elusive
Togetherness: Church Groups Trying to Bridge America’s
Divisions. His forthcoming book, How Civic Action Works:
Fighting for Housing in Los Angeles (Princeton University
Press, 2021) offers a new, pragmatist-inspired framework
that illuminates how social advocates construct the
claims, relationships and strategies that drive collective
action.
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Refracted Horizons:
Re-imagining Futures Via Civic

Scenarios in Crisis Times
Mische, Ann

University of Notre Dame, United States of America

In times of crisis and uncertainty, how do we pry the
future open, while stabilizing it enough to make it
responsive to our interventions? | examine the
experiences of transnational “public interest” or “civic”
scenario projects that use foresight methods (and
“futures thinking” more generally) to address urgent
public problems in the area of democracy, development,
peacebuilding and climate change. Such futures are
“ensemble” productions involving varying combinations
of “experts,” “stakeholders” and “ordinary people.” They
link actors in the Global North and South, with differing
degrees of proximity to institutional powerholders, and
different strategies by which to include (and/or contain)
divergent and oppositional voices. | argue that futures as
told through scenario exercises are “fractal” in that they
are multiple -- the unity of the imagined future is blown
open and “fractured,” so as to recover multiple lines of
possibility, from “business as usual” to “action under
constraint” to radical narratives of transformation or
collapse. This fractal quality in turn expresses
fundamental ambivalences about capitalism and
democracy. Scenario work often dances uneasily
between creativity and containment, consensus-building
and critique. This can reflect exclusionary, exploitative
and autocratic tendencies, as well as attempts to
challenge the forces that generate inequality and
exclusion. These patterns reappear in many different
contexts and at different analytical levels -- reflecting the
multiple and fractured character of contemporary
futures. Reconceiving futures in this way provides insight
into the challenging potential of imagined futures, as well
as into how difficult it is to move from imagination to
action.
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Biography

Ann Mische is an Associate Professor of Sociology and
Peace Studies at the University of Notre Dame. Currently,
she is working on a book on the role of futures thinking
and foresight methodologies in social and political
change efforts focused on democracy, development,
peacebuilding and climate change. She is also working on
a separate project on the political trajectories of anti-
partisan protest cycles in the global protest wave since
2008. Her first book, Partisan Publics: Communication
and Contention Across Brazilian Youth Activist Networks,
examined civic and political networks of Brazilian youth
activism during the re-democratization period. She has
also written theoretical articles on agency, culture,
networks, temporality, and social interaction.
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SP10 | Radical Sexual
Politics - Envisioning
Alternative Futures in
Political Action, Activism
and People’s Lives

Organised by RN23 — Sexuality

Between Citizenship and
Governance: Reimagining
Sexual Democracy from

the South
Seely, Stephen D

Newcastle University, United Kingdom

Over the past decade, social scientists have developed
the concept of 'sexual democracy' as a framework for
critically analyzing the increasing conflation of
'democracy' with a specific set of Euro-American
sexuality and gender rights. Focusing on Euro-American
contexts, this literature has theorized 'sexual democracy'
as a mode of late liberal governance deployed both
domestically in the management of migrant populations
and internationally in controlling 'unruly’ African and
Middle Eastern states through their construction as
inherently 'anti-democratic' due to their resistance to
these sexuality and gender norms. This literature joins
queer and postcolonial critiques of rights claims as
depoliticizing, as a way of rooting citizenship in
essentialist forms of sexual 'identity,' and as forcibly
universalizing a particular form of Euro-American sexual
personhood in the name of protecting sexual minorities.

Drawing on the framework of 'theory from the South,’
this paper examines the case of South Africa (in many
ways the world's first 'sexual democracy,' as the first
state with constitutional protections for sexuality).
Looking at the activist work of LGBTQ+ iSangoma (Zulu
'traditional' healers), and their negotiation of
constitutional, international, and customary legal
cultures, | challenge many of the assumptions in the
Eurocentric theorization of sexual democracy. | contend
that learning from the ways African LGBTQ+ people
actually negotiate these different registers of legal

personhood into forms of insurgent citizenship capable
of challenging the (neo)liberal parameters of the state
offers an alternative vision of sexual democracy as a
praxis of 'participatory difference' that could be
developed within the European context as a challenge to
the rhetorical use of 'sexual democracy' as an alibi for
nationalist, xenophobic, and neo-colonial projects.

Biography

Stephen D Seely PhD is an Academic Track Fellow in the
School of Geography, Politics, and Sociology at Newcastle
University (UK), where he is currently working on a
monograph on the role of sexuality in the democratic
imaginary of South Africa. Specializing in feminist,
decolonial, and social theory, his work has appeared in
Theory, Culture & Society, Sexualities, Social Text,
philoSOPHIA: A Journal of Continental Feminism,
Feminist Formations, and the Australian Feminist Law
Journal and has been recognized by visiting fellowships
from the Institute of Advanced Study (University of
Warwick) and Zentrum Gender Studies (Universitat
Basel) and awards from the Luce lIrigaray Circle,
philoSOPHIA: A Continental Feminist Society, and the
Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy.
His first book, The Spirit of Revolution: Beyond the Dead
Ends of Man, co-authored with Drucilla Cornell, was
published by Polity Press in 2016.
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Looking for a Different kind
of Abolitionism: Sex Work,
Migration and the Politics
of Care

Vuolajarvi, Niina

The New School of Social Research, United States of
America

The heightened concerns about trafficking and the
globalization of commercial sex have led to a new trend
in prostitution policies. In 1999, Sweden was the first
country to aim at abolishing the sex trade through
criminalizing buying (rather than selling) of sex relying on
feminist arguments of protection. Sweden has become a
supermodel for prostitution and trafficking policies and
its policy approach has spread globally. Through multi-
sited fieldwork in the Nordic region among sex workers,
including 210 interviews, this paper complicates the
simplified image of Sweden's policies and asks what does
it mean that sex work is increasingly governed through
feminist arguments of protection and care? What kind of
political futures and conception of justice does this policy
approach promote?

These questions become especially crucial in the context
of feminized migration where migrants have become also
a majority in the sex trades. These new configurations of
labor, intimacy and mobility call us to pay attention to
what Angela Davis has named the intersectionality of
struggles. The findings demonstrate how the Swedish
policy approach legitimates state violence and racialized
policing towards migrant and sex working women by
creating an ideological landscape that defines sex work as
a form of men's violence against women to be
combatted. In the paper, | use Ruth Wilson Gilmore's
understanding of violence as exposure to "premature
death" and argue that the Swedish approach by
exacerbating the already precarious lives of sex workers
serves as a form of "violence against women" in a
Gilmorean sense. | conclude the paper with a call for a
different kind of abolitionist feminism and futures.

Biography

Niina Vuolajarvi PhD is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the
Zolberg Institute of Migration and Mobility at the New
School of Social Research. Her interdisciplinary work is
situated at the intersection of migration, feminist and
socio-legal studies. Currently, she is working on her first
book Ending the Demand? Migration, Sex Work and the
Feminist Politics of Care that is based on a vast three-
country ethnography among migrant sex workers in the
Nordic region. In 2021, Rutgers School of Graduate
Studies acknowledged her groundbreaking scholarship
through the Outstanding Doctoral Student Award. Her
work has been published in journals such as the Journal
of Ethnic and Migration Studies and Sexuality Research
and Social Policy and recognized by the Law and Society
Association, American Sociological Association, the
American Council of Learned Societies, and the Fulbright
Foundation.
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SP11 | The Rise of
Authoritarianism in
Central Eastern Europe

Organised & Chaired by ESA Vice-President
Gadowska, Kaja, Jagiellonian University

Over 30 years ago, the Iron Curtain was torn asunder and
even the USSR was undone. Initially, nearly all the
societies of Central Eastern Europe at least nominally
accepted a model of liberal democracy; indeed, at the
beginning of the 1990s, there were few systemic
alternatives.

Yet today authoritarian trends have gained a political
presence in countries around the world, including those
of CEE. The stronger that presence, the weaker the
institutions of liberal democracy have become. Real
power shifts into the hands of ruling party leaders.
Constitutional provisions are bent to their will and
expectations. Legal (or semi-legal) acts are introduced to
steadily weaken the judiciary, public and private media,
civil service, electoral institutions, and NGOs. Within a
nominally democratic framework, “soft” or “hard”
authoritarianism is anchored in a beholden nomenclature
reigning over areas of economic, social, and cultural life.

What factors are guiding the authoritarian turn and where
is it leading the societies of Central Eastern Europe?
Indeed, what about this phenomenon is specific to this
region and what is analogous to despotic drifts elsewhere?
What insight can sociologists contribute regarding these
phenomena? Can sociological knowledge resonate with
societies drawn into autocracy?

Nevertheless, we are actually witnessing not only the
reversal of democracy in several Central Eastern
European states, but also — starting from Belarus — the
public communication, in word and deed, of a civic
desire for democracy, a robust movement towards it.
Could this act as an impetus deterring authoritarian
trends or will such tendencies prevail in the region?
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Not Suicide But Murder: Why
East Central European
Democracies Fail

Scheppele, Kim Lane
Princeton University, United States of America

By now, the narrative about why democracies are failing
in East-Central Europe is well-known. Populism has
overrun Hungary and Poland (and other states in the
region). What else could we expect (or so the story goes)?
After all, these countries had problematic histories,
wrestling first with fascism and then with communism.
They were in a bad neighborhood, sandwiched between
Germany and Russia. They never had proper democracies
before and so, being new at the whole thing in 1989 and
after, they failed because their populations got impatient
and voted democracy away.

By contrast, | want to argue for a very different case: East-
Central European democracies did not die by suicide as
the result of a self-inflicted wound brought about by
populism. Instead, | will argue, these democracies were
murdered by elected leaders, eager for power, who lied
their way into office; distracted the population with
historical fantasy, resentment and promises of cash; and
systematically dismantled checks on executive power
while their populations were distracted, creating an
autocratic government in the shadows. Neither Poles nor
Hungarians ever voted to abandon democratic
government or democratic values, and to this day they do
not approve. But by the time they realize that they may
have voted for an unrealistic national fantasy but got
autocracy instead, it’s too late. If we think of creeping
autocracy in East-Central Europe as having resulted from
the premeditated murder by national leaders rather than
suicide by populism, our understanding of democratic
failure, as well as prescriptions for how to restore
democracy in the region, will change.
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Biography

Professor Kim Lane Scheppele is the Laurance S.
Rockefeller Professor of Sociology and International
Affairs at Princeton University. Scheppele's work focuses
on the intersection of constitutional and international
law, particularly in constitutional systems under stress.
After 1989, Scheppele studied the emergence of
constitutional law in post-communist Europe, living in
Hungary and Russia for extended periods. After 9/11, she
researched the effects of the international "war on
terror" on constitutional protections around the world.
Since 2010, she has been documenting the rise of
autocratic legalism first in Hungary and then in Poland
within the European Union, as well as its spread around
the world. Her many publications in law reviews, in social
science journals and in many languages cover these
topics and others. She is a commentator in the popular
press, discussing comparative constitutional law, the
state of Europe, the rule of law and the rise of populism.
Scheppele is an elected member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences and the International
Academy of Comparative Law. In 2014, she received the
Law and Society Association’s Kalven Prize for influential
scholarship and was elected President of the Law and
Society Association for the 2017-2019 term. Scheppele
began her career in the political science department at
the University of Michigan, became full professor in the
law school at the University of Pennsylvania, was the
founding director of the gender program at Central
European University Budapest, became Director of the
Program in Law and Public Affairs at Princeton and has
held visiting faculty positions in the law schools at
Michigan, Yale, Harvard, Erasmus/Rotterdam, and
Humboldt/Berlin.
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Catching up with Society:
Authoritarianism from Below
and the Failure of Liberal
Democracy in Central Europe

Ekiert, Grzegorz
Harvard University, United States of America

Research on populism increasingly pays attention to the
supply side of politics. And, indeed, the failure of liberal
democracies in the region is not the result of economic
victimization of large parts of the population inflicted by
the transition to capitalism. It is the result of deliberate
actions of local political elites victimized by their failure
to join the European elite convergence process. Since
they had no skills and ability to join the club, they decided
to turn their backs on the European integration process.
Yet, their grievances, complaints and lies, their rabid
nationalism, their homophobia, racism and religious
fundamentalism could travel only so far, if it was not
shared by the significant part of citizens in their countries
who brought them to power. In this presentation | will
discuss the complementarity between traditional
political cultures in the region and populist/nationalist/
fundamentalist ideas peddled by right-wing politicians in
power.
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Biography

Grzegorz Ekiert is Laurence A. Tisch Professor of Govern-
ment at Harvard University, Director of the Minda de
Gunzburg Center for European Studies, and Senior
Scholar at the Harvard Academy for International and
Area Studies. His research and teaching interests focus on
comparative politics, regime change and democratiza-
tion, civil society and social movements and East Euro-
pean politics and societies. His books include: Ruling by
Other Means: State-Mobilized Movements, (co-editors
Elizabeth J. Perry and Yan Xiaojun), Cambridge University
Press, 2020; Capitalism and Democracy in Central and
Eastern Europe: Assessing the Legacy of Communist Rule,
(co-editor Stephen Hanson), Cambridge University Press
2003; Rebellious Civil Society. Popular Protest and Dem-
ocratic Consolidation in Poland, (co-author Jan Kubik,
Rutgers University) University of Michigan Press 1999;
The State Against Society: Political Crises and Their After-
math in East Central Europe, Princeton University Press
1996. His papers appeared in numerous social science
journals in the US, Europe and Asia and in many edited
volumes.
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SP12 | Discussing the
Effects of the Lockdown:
The Expansion of Remote
Work and Inequalities in
Home Learning

Organised by RN0O9 - Economic Sociology & RN17 -
Work, Employment and Industrial Relations

Chaired by Alberto Vieira-Ramos, Universidad
Carlos Ill de Madrid; Valeria Pulignano, Ku
Leuven

According to Eurostat, 5.3% of the employed population
in the EU worked remotely on a regular basis in 2019.
However, the level of implementation of remote work
varies greatly between countries, ranging from 14% in
the Netherlands and Finland, to 5.2% in Germany. This
suggests that there are still important barriers (and
reluctance) to implement remote work that, given the
new reality imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic, could be
relaxed. For this reason, we consider 2021 to be an ideal
year to organize a semi-plenary session to present the
most recent empirical research on remote work, its past
and potential future development, and its impact on
productivity, work-life balance, social inequalities and
future education and training.

A lower presence of workers in the workplace can pose
greater difficulties for supervisory tasks, but it can also
favour a more efficient use of spaces and the innovation
of new forms of coordination and evaluation of task
execution. Moreover, greater autonomy and flexibility in
the organization of working time can lead to a
redistribution of time spent on domestic tasks, or
leisure, enabling employees to improve their work-life
balance. At the same time, remote work could entail an
erosion of workers’ positional power with respect to
employers and/or penalize certain individuals such as
single parents, particularly women.

Further expansion of remote work will necessarily affect
the types of skills that future workers will require. This
will provoke the reassessment of education and training
programmes and how education is provided.
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Homeworking during
Lockdown: Growth,
Productivity and its Long-term
Future in the UK

Reuschke, Darja
Cardiff University, United Kingdom

The Covid-19 pandemic has changed the world in many
ways. One of the biggest changes is where people work.
During the presentation new and up-to-date evidence on
the scale of the shift of paid work into the home in the UK
during lockdown, its impact on the mental well-being and
productivity of homeworkers, and the likely prevalence
of homeworking after social distancing restrictions are
fully lifted will be discussed. The findings are based on a
high quality panel study of workers who were inter-
viewed at the end of April, May, June, July, September
and November 2020. From this, representative conclu-
sions can be drawn for the United Kingdom. Before the
pandemic, homeworking in the UK was on a gradual, but
slow, upward trajectory. However, it rose dramatically
and suddenly in lockdown and has remained high ever
since. A similar pattern can be observed in other coun-
tries as policy makers have urged those who can to work
at home in order to arrest the spread of Covid-19. The
results of our analysis suggest that many workers have
got used to — and may even have experienced the bene-
fits of —working at home. In addition, productivity has not
been adversely affected by the shift towards homework-
ing. Furthermore, if those who want to continue working
at home in the future are allowed to do so, productivity
may be boosted by a sustained increase in the prevalence
of homeworking as those who report that their produc-
tivity has increased are also those who are keenest to
continue to work at home.

Biography

Darja Reuschke is Associate Professor at the School of
Geography and Environmental Science at the University
of Southampton. Her research is concerned with the
future of work and organisational transformations with a
particular focus on cities.

With her ERC Starting Grant project WORKANDHOME she
has investigated new locations and forms of working and
businesses such as home-based businesses and
coworking that are emerging through new technologies,
economic restructuring and social change across Europe
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Inequalities In Home Learning
During The Pandemic

Pensiero, Nicola
University of Southampton, United Kingdom

The spring of 2020 saw a widespread and prolonged
closure of schools across the UK due to the Covid-19
pandemic. The transition to distance schooling is likely to
exacerbate inequalities by socio-economic groups due to
both the socio-economic gap in the volume of
schoolwork completed and to the relative ability of
parents to support children’s learning. Using data from
Understanding Society, the UK Household Longitudinal
Study, we found that children in the most advantaged
families, where both parents work regularly from home,
the main parent is in a ‘service class’ and the children
have their own computer spent on average 2.8 hours per
day on school work for primary and 3.8 per day for
secondary pupils. More disadvantaged children in
families where the main parent is not in a service class
occupation, where the child has to share a computer with
other family members and either parent does not work
regularly from home, the hours spent per day on
schoolwork are 2.3 for primary and 2.6 for secondary
education. We estimate the educational loss to be more
pronounced for children from disadvantaged socio-
economic backgrounds than for other children.

Biography

Nicola Pensiero is a lecturer in quantitative education and
social science at Southampton University School of
Education. Previously he worked at UCL Institute of
Education, where he joined in 2013 after completing his
PhD at the European University Institute. He is an
interdisciplinary researcher with a good record of leading
externally funded education research projects. His
expertise lies in the use of analytical and choice-based
approaches in studying social phenomena such as
education programme effectiveness, comparative
analysis of the effectiveness of education system
characteristics, inequality in educational attainment,
school segregation and income inequality. His current
research includes studies on the role of individual
decision-making mechanisms in shaping educational
inequality by social origins and school segregation. He is
also conducting a cross-national study on the effect of
upper secondary education system characteristics on
skills levels and inequality.
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SP13 | The Public Role of
National Sociological
Associations Towards
Alternative Futures

Organised & Chaired by ESA Executive Committee
member & NA

Council Chair Agodi, Maria Carmela

The reshaping that European societies are going to face
is a great challenge and opportunity for sociological
knowledge and its societal impact. What will the role of
National Associations be in facing this challenge?

The debate about “public sociology” used to be centered
on individual researchers’ engagement. Maybe today the
issue is not that of competing kinds of involvement with
the discipline and its possible publics. If sociological
knowledge has to gain greater impact in the public
sphere, at stake may be the move of responsibility for
engagement from the individual to the institutional level,
with the scientific community of sociologists and their
associations assuming it collectively. Are Sociological
Associations motivated to engage in a project of
repositioning in the public domain and of responsibility
towards alternative designs of future, for their countries
and for Europe? Are they ready at deploying new
organizational practices that give all their possible
interlocutors access to their knowledge, to sociological
imagination, to its potential applications, to the
assessment of possible, alternative policies and the
futures they prepare? Is the knowledge that their
scientific communities are producing accountable also to
those in the shadow of invisibility and silence? Are they
able to contextualize - and situate in the spectrum of
always conflicting values — pieces of knowledge and
research results, even those coming from other scientific
disciplines? Do they produce segregated sociological
communities at the national level or are they fostering
mutual knowledge of national peculiarities and contexts,
so that they will find integration within a diverse and
reflexive scientific community of European sociologists?
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The Public Role of NSAs
Towards Alternative Futures

Hanafi, Sari
AUB, Lebanon (Lebanese Republic)
Biography

Sari Hanafi is currently a Professor of Sociology, Director
of Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies and Chair
of the Islamic Studies program at the American University
of Beirut. He is the President of the International
Sociological Association. Recently he created the “Portal
for Social Impact of Scientific Research in/on the Arab
World” (Athar). He was the Vice President of the board of
the Arab Council of Social Science. He is as well editor of
Idafat: the Arab Journal of Sociology (Arabic) Among his
recent books are: The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology
of the Middle East, Knowledge Production in the Arab
World: The Impossible Promise. (with R. Arvanitis). He is
the winner of 2014 Abdelhamid Shouman Award and
2015 Kuwait Award for social science. In 2019, he was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate (Doctor Honoris Causa)
of the National University of San Marcos (the first and the
leading university in Lima- Peru — established in 1551).
(His website: https://sites.aub.edu.lb/sarihanafi/).
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Assessing the Multiple Roles Of
Sociology Associations In
Contemporary Systems of
Knowledge Production

Fernandez-Esquinas, Manuel
CSIC, Spain

In this paper | make a brief assessment of the conditions
of national sociology associations (NSA) to fulfil different
roles in complex regimes of knowledge production. My
main assumption is that NSA can be analysed with the
categories used for studying collective actors in science.
In particular, at institutional level it is necessary to pay
attention to the situation of NSA in their systems of
knowledge production, including collaboration, competi-
tion and conflict with other disciplines and actors that
claim for scientific legitimacy. At organizational level, it is
useful to consider the core values, capacities and prac-
tices of NSA, and the packs of activities they are able to
develop.

For making such assessment | use some tools accumu-
lated by the sociology of science. Firstly, the paper is
framed in the approach that understands the social ar-
rangements in science systems through its outcomes, and
takes into account the combination of symbolic and social
structural elements that contribute to such outcomes.
Secondly, it reviews briefly the ‘internal’ roles of NSA,
namely: 1) Promotion of knowledge production, 2) Re-
production of a scientific field, 3) Allocation of scientific
capital, and 4) Community building. Thirdly, it focuses on
the ‘external’ roles: 1) Interest representation and lobby,
2) Policy advise, 3) Social support for the discipline, and
4) Public communication of science. Finally, the paper
considers the interrelationship of both. In particular, how
the making of the discipline shapes the capacities to pro-
mote knowledge utilization, interact with interest groups
and strengthening the publicimage of sociology. | will use
the experience of the Spanish Sociological Federation to
highlight the main challenges and key issues of combining
both ‘functions’.

Biography

Manuel Fernandez Esquinas is President of the Spanish
Sociological Federation (FES) and Coordinator of the
Research Network “Southern European Societies” of the
European Sociological Association.

He is a Research Scientist at the Institute for Advanced
Social Studies (IESA), an official centre of the Spanish Na-
tional Research Council (CSIC), and has been a visiting fel-
low at Southbank University (UK), the University of Wol-
longong, Western Sydney University (Australia), Indiana
University and the University of New Mexico (USA). He
has worked on values and behaviors related to innova-
tion, mainly using survey methodology; on science and
innovation policies, several forms of knowledge transfer
between science and industry, research training, and col-
laboration dynamics of universities and research centers
with other domains. He has been working on the “institu-
tional quality” of innovation systems and on knowledge
transfer and knowledge utilization, with a special focus
on the social sciences. He has also worked as evaluator
and consultant for the Spanish Ministry for Science and
Innovation, several regional governments and interna-
tional organizations such as OECD and the EU. He is the
director of Revista Espafiola de Sociologia/Spanish Jour-
nal of Sociology, and the editor of the new book series
“Southern European Societies” (Edward Elgar).
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Translating Complexity: Public
Sociology Between Populism
And Critical Reflexivity

Villa, Paula Irene
LMU Munich, Germany

Globally, but with regional specificities, 'public science'
has increasingly become an issue over the last years. A
wide range of actors - governmental, from civic society,
funding agencies, academic communities, private sector,
educational systems, and more - demand some, or more,
public engagement from the science, often implying a
problematic status quo in which privileged researchers
do self-centered things in their ivory towers, shying away
from the critical light of the public political sphere and
hard-working tax-payers. In populist contexts, be they
government or fringy mobilizations, such rhetoric is often
paired by anti-intellectualism and ’skepticism’ towards
science. Sociology itself has had - and still has - its very
own and specific debate regarding “public sociology”
(Burawoy 2005), which actually goes back to the founding
classics, especially Weber.

My paper reflects on the ambiguities of  public
sociology”, focussing on the role of National Associations.
It draws upon experiences as publicly engaged Gender
Studies scholar, and as president of the German
Sociological Association, and will argue that public
sociology must find ways to defend the proper logic and
space of research - resisting populist demands of all sorts
- while translating sociological knowledge into other
contexts in order to generate critical reflexivity. There is
much sociological research to help us navigate this
difficult trajectory.

Biography

Paula Irene Villa is President of the German Sociological
Association, she is full professor and chair for Sociology
and Gender Studies at LMU Miinchen. She also served as
elected board member of the German Association for
Gender Studies from 2010 - 2014.

Her research focuses on the analysis of biopolitics, i.e. the
ambivalent entanglements of society and soma, on
Cultural Studies (Pop and Politics, Embodiment within
Subcultures such as Tango), on Care & Gender, and on
Science/Academia and Gender.

She has published widely on gender/social theory (post-
structuralism, Butler, Bourdieu, symbolic violence), the
sociology of embodiment, beautification and normaliza-
tion, on feminist body politics, and on German and Euro-
pean "anti-genderism" as part of new nationalist populism.
She has directed funded empirical research (e.g. DFG,
VW, Humboldt foundations) on Cosmetic Surgery,
Food/Fitness, comparative analysis of Gender Equality
Programs in academic capitalism, and on popular culture.
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Sustaining Sociology In An
llliberal Democracy In The 21st
Century

Wessely, Anna

ELTE, Hungary

The talk uses the example of the recent history and
present state of Hungarian sociology due to the shortness
of the allotted time and the speaker’s deficient
knowledge of the situation in other illiberal democracies.
The focus will be on the attempt to explain the dwindling
of public interest in sociological knowledge, the
interpretation of the present state of affairs will
inevitably keep referring back to the political and social
structural changes of the past four decades as well as to
the impact of a more recent narrowly conceived national
science policy.

Biography

Anna Weseley President of the Hungarian Sociological
Association, she is editor-in-chief of BUKSZ (The Budapest
Review of Books), and teaches at the Sociology Institute
of E6tvos Lorand University, Budapest and the Hungarian
Fine Arts University, Budapest.

She was previously Rudolf Arnheim Professor in Art
History at the Humboldt University, Berlin, 2006;
Research Fellow at the Getty Research Institute, Los
Angeles, 1999-2000; Research Fellow at the
Wissenschaftskolleg, Berlin, 2000; member and later
President of the international advisory board of the
International Research Centre for Cultural Studies,
Vienna, 1998-2005; Research Associate at the University
of California, Berkeley, 1992-1993; and Research
Associate at Boston University, Boston, 1987-1988.
Alongside art history, her research extends to intellectual
history and the sociology of art and culture. She has also
been working on the relationship between sociology and
philosophy of knowledge, on authors as Mannheim,
Simmel, Weber, Bourdieu, Latour; contributing to
research about consumption patterns and the
development of consumerism in Eastern Europe. Her
publications include studies on visual augmentation in
the eighteenth century as well as criticism of
contemporary art.
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SP14 | Artmaking and
Economy in Time of
Crises

Organised by RNO2 - Sociology of the Arts &
RNO9 - Economic Sociology

Chaired by Dafne Muntanyola Saura,
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona; Andrea
Maurer, Universitat Trier

The Covid-19 pandemic has impacted all aspects of arts
and cultural life as well as the economic sphere, just like
other sectors of society. During the last few months, we
have witnessed coping reactions and calls for help from
all categories of actors involved in the arts and culture
sphere. At the same time, the arts and culture as all kind
of economic actors have proven ever more significant in
a time of existential crisis and be able to develop new
forms of economic activities, markets, and associations.
These new and alternative developments are worth to be
studied in inter- and transdisciplinary perspectives. The
session seeks to bring together experts specialised in
cultural policies and others in economics and market
issues, to discuss what changes are happening in the arts
and culture on macro, meso, and micro levels and the
ways this is related to economy.
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Arts Fundraisers At The
Forefront Of The Covid-19
Crisis: Coping Strategies,
Innovation And Resilience

Herrero, Marta
University of York, United Kingdom

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a devastating effect on
non-profit organisations in the arts and culture sectors;
from having to close down all their activities, the sectors
have also experienced high levels of redundancies and
furlough. In the midst of all the uncertainty, fundraisers
play a key strategic role often unacknowledged and
mostly misunderstood. In this presentation, | draw on
survey and interview data collected from fundraisers in
the art and culture sectors in the UK between August and
October 2020. | will explore some of the key obstacles
fundraisers face and the set of strategies they have
developed in order to cope with the economic, social,
cultural and often personal effects of Covid-19.

This research was carried out in collaboration with the
Cultural Sector Network of the Chartered Institute of
Fundraising in the UK, (the national professional
membership body for fundraising).

SP14 | Artmaking and Economy in Time of Crises

Biography

Dr Marta Herrero is Lecturer in Creative Industries
Management at the University of Sheffield, Management
School where she teaches on Fundraising Management in
the culture sector. She is the author of Irish Intellectuals
and Aesthetics. The Making of a Modern Art Collection
(Irish Press, 2008) and co-editor of Art and Aesthetics
(Routledge, 2013). She is also the author of numerous
articles on the sociology of art, art museums, art markets
and fundraising.
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Cultural Values And Economic
Value In The Battlefield 0O
Cultural Policy: Visions From
The Past And Prospects For The
Future

Rodriguez Moratd, Arturo
University of Barcelona, Spain

One of the explicit goals of cultural policy, when it was
institutionalized in Europe in the 1960s, was the
preservation of artistic autonomy in the face of the
growing power of the cultural industry. After an initial
stage focused on the promotion of cultural excellence,
the development of cultural policy in following decades
brought out a plurality of other cultural values and
contributed to their legitimation. Very soon, however, in
the context of the progressive culturalization of the
economy, an orientation emerged in this area that
specifically claimed the economic value of culture. Within
the framework of the subsequent neoliberal
development of western societies, culture tended to be
seen in political circles under the exclusive lens of the
economy and its contribution to it. In recent times,
however, once it has become clear that advances in the
culturalization of the economy result in advances of the
commodification of culture, this predominance of the
economic perspective has been increasingly contested. In
the present circumstances cultural policy has become a
battlefield for the valuation of culture and the main battle
in this respect is about the representation of cultural
value and its measurement. It is a battle pitting the
unidimensional view of the economic value of culture
referred to purely monetary measures against a plural
value perspective based on more diverse and qualitative
indicators. The presentation will develop various
arguments around the current controversy over cultural
values and regarding their prospects in a post COVID-19
future.
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Biography

Arturo Rodriguez Moraté is Professor of Sociology and
Director of the Center for the Study of Culture, Politics
and Society at the University of Barcelona. Former Vice
President for Research of the International Sociological
Association (2006-2010) when he established the ISA
Forum of Sociology, and Former President of its Research
Committee on Sociology of the Arts (1998-2002).
Currently, he is Visiting Scholar at the Weatherhead
Center for International Affairs, Harvard University. In the
past he has had similar appointments at the EHESS, the
New School for Social Research and the University of
Cambridge.

From 2015 to 2017 he has been Coordinator of the Social
Platform CulturalBase and now is coordinating
UNCHARTED: Understanding, Capturing and Fostering
the Societal Value of Culture (2020 - 24), both projects
funded by the H2020 Programme. He has published
extensively on cultural policy, artistic professions and
urban culture. In 2018 he co-edited a special issue of the
International Journal of Cultural Policy on Cultural Policy
in Ibero-America, and now is also co-editing a book on
Sociology of the Arts in Action — New Perspectives on
Creation, Production, and Reception (Palgrave,
forthcoming).
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The Fabrication Of »Closeness«
In The Realm Of The Digital

Zahner, Nina Tessa
Kunstakademie Duesseldorf, Germany

The corona pandemic has driven art into the realm of the
digital. Some commentators see this as a long overdue
step, since the virtual dominates reality anyway. In their
vision art is constantly constructing a “fiction of
closeness” just to attract as many visitors as possible to
museums, theatres or concert halls. Other voices view
particularly the unmediated experience of artistic works
as the key contribution of the arts to individual growth
and society’s development. They see this contribution
massively endangered by the displacement of the arts
into the virtual sphere. The lecture draws on some case
studies to examine various attempts to create
“closeness” and “immediacy” within the digital
experience of the arts or how this is deliberately avoided.
It further investigates the transformations possibly
resulting from these strategies for experiencing art and
the social function of art and the demand for cultural
events and products.
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Biography

Nina Tessa Zahner is Professor for Sociology at the
Disseldorf Art Academy. She studied sociology,
anthropology and history in Erlangen, Bamberg and
London. From 2010 to 2017 she was Junior Professor for
Cultural Management and Sociology of the Cultural Field
at the University of Leipzig. Her work focuses on the
sociology of art, the sociology of perception and the
senses, and art market research.

Her latest publications include: Das Publikum als Ort der
Auseinandersetzung um legitime Formen des Kunst- und
Weltwahrnehmens. In: Schirkmann, Christiane; Zahner,
Nina Tessa: Wahrnehmen als soziale Praxis. Springer VS,
2021. Kunstwahrnehmen im Ausstellungskontext. Das
Go-Along Interview als Instrument zur Rekonstruktion
des perceptual space in Kunstausstellungen. In: Escher,
Cornelia, Zahner, Nina: Begegnung mit dem Materiellen.
Erfahrung mit Materialitdt in Architektur, Kunst und
Digitalem. Transcript 2021.
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SP15 | Quantitative
Surveys Against the
Climate and Health
Crises of Today

Organised by RN12 - Environment & Society & RN21 -
Quantitative

Chaired by Audrone Telesiene, Kaunas University of
Technology; Jochen Mayerl, Chemnitz University of
Technology

New global reality bewhelmed humanity with multiple
unfolding crises and complex long-term implications.
Covid-19 pandemic and the accompanying economic
lockdowns have paralyzed the established lifestyles and
climate crisis further threatens to jeopardize the balance
of eco-social systems. Do we really understand the full
mosaic of social experiences in this carousel? How can
sociological knowledges assist in addressing the
challenges and inequalities? Are the classical
instruments still valid? These broad questions are the
genuine drivers for this semi-plenary. Specifically, we’'d
like to discuss the role of quantitative surveys in
generating the needed sociological knowledge. Surveys
have become the traditional tool for generating
understanding. The International Social Survey
Programme (ISSP), the European Values Study and
multiple other scholarly endeavors have long tried to
capture the opinions, values, behaviors and experiences
of people. Are such surveys still able to capture the
attitudes, needs and perceptions of people in such an
ongoing situation of a permanently changing pandemic
context and high degree of uncertainty?

The semi-plenary discussion would help navigating the
terrain of quantitative sociology and could possibly
inspire further scholarly debate on climate and other
crises.
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Biases In Health Data — Usual
Suspects And New Pitfalls
During The Crises

Gross, Christiane
University of Wirzburg, Germany

The talk will first present an overview of systematic biases
in the process of generating health data depending on
data type (register versus survey data) and the
operationalization of health outcomes referring to the
disease filter (Gross et al. 2015) as a heuristic tool
provided before the crises. Afterwards, | will discuss
implications of these systematic biases for intra- and
international comparisons with Covid-19 incidence data
with a focus on systematic underestimation. Finally, | will
discuss the potentials and pitfalls of newer developments
in data collection/generation processes known under the
buzzwords big data, artificial intelligence and citizen
science (e.g. data donations, Corona applications). On the
one hand, scientists might be able to reach large case
numbers and high statistical power with relatively low
monetary costs and effort. On the other hand, scientists
may lose control over core issues of quantitative
empirical research such as sampling strategies and
operationalization; finally, yet importantly, the research
question itself might be driven by the data provided by
other sources.

Biography

Christiane Gross is Professor of Quantitative Methods in
the Social Sciences at the University of Wirzburg. After
studying sociology in Augsburg and Munich (LMU), she
worked at the universities in Munich (LMU), Kiel,
Erlangen-Nuremberg, and Hanover, as well as being
interims professor at the University of Konstanz. She has
also worked on several projects funded by the German
Research Association (DFG) and the Federal Ministry of
Education and Research (BMBF). Her dissertation thesis
at the CAU Kiel was awarded the Faculty Prize. She is
elected representative of the empirical social, behavioral,
and economic sciences in the German Data Forum
(RatSWD) in its seventh appointment period. Her
research and teaching interests include quantitative
methods and social stratification in education, work, and
health.
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Surveying Climate And Health
Relevant Topics During The

Covid-19 Crisis
Hadler, Markus

University of Graz, Austria

This talk consists of three parts. The first part summarizes
the development of the ISSP Environment and Health
modules, which are supposed to be fielded between 2020
and 2022. The new ISSP environment module consists of
60 questions on environmental attitudes and behaviors,
including a new set of questions related to climate
relevant behaviors. The health module initially included
questions on the personal health status and preferences
regarding the health system, but was extended at the
very last minute by several questions on the Covid-19
crisis. The second part provides an overview of findings
from various international surveys on attitudes related to
the environment and Covid-19, also including data from
social media. It shows that differences are not just arising
from the method of data collection, but also from the
contextual influence of the Covid-19 crisis, which altered
individual attitudes and behaviors. The third part draws
several conclusions on how the Covid-19 crisis has
affected surveys and what we can learn from it.

Biography

Markus Hadler is Professor of Social Research at the
Department of Sociology, University of Graz, Austria.
Before that he held positions at Marshall University (USA)
and Macquarie University (Australia). He is an Austrian
representative to the International Social Survey
Programme (ISSP) and was the convener of the 2020 ISSP
survey on environmental attitudes and behaviors. His
research focuses on topics of environmental sociology
and social inequality with an emphasis on research
methods. Currently, he is leading three research projects:
measuring CO2 relevant behavior using survey research;
connecting social survey and social media data on climate
related views; and a S-LCA of a carbon-emission reducing
production process in a steel factory. His teaching
interests include quantitative methods, environmental
sociology, and social stratification.
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SP16 | Knowledge,
Religions and
Environmental Change

Organised by RN12 - Environment & Society & RN34 -
Sociology of Religion

Chaired by Cigdem Adem, Ankara Rivers
Study Group; Julia Martinez-Arifo,
University of Groningen

As with any other major social challenge, perceptions and
discourses about environmental change vary across global
regions and countries, as well as across social strata. At
stake is not just a matter of acknowledging what is taking
place, but more about which types of changes we perceive
as most influential and most pressing and which types of
futures various social groups propose. Questions emerge,
such as: How exactly do we picture changes and solutions,
and do they match with each other or not? Who presents
those changes/solutions and how do they do that? What
do people know about sustainable development at macro,
meso and micro social levels? And what do religious
groups have to do with all these issues? As a powerful
source of social discourses, by both describing and
determining social reality, religions shape the social world
and influence social actions. Thus, the ways religions talk
about social life in general and about environmental
changes in particular present an important angle to build
our understanding of a future social world.

This semi-plenary will discuss how people understand
climate change, which values and ideas inform their
knowledge about major social changes and how that
knowledge shapes their behavior. It will focus on the
supposed “greening” of religions and different potentials
and barriers of religions to facilitate transition toward
more sustainable, low-carbon societies. While drawing
on empirical studies, the panel will show the lack of
research about the intersection of religious knowledges
and climate change and suggest future directions for
research and policymaking.

SP16 | Knowledge, Religions and Environmental Change
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Knowledge and Environmental
Change

Jones, Nikoleta
University of Cambridge, United Kingdom

In a rapidly changing natural environment, citizens in
Europe and beyond nowadays receive an increasing
amount of information on how to become more
environmentally friendly by, for example, offsetting their
travel by plane and switching to renewable energy
providers. However, finding successful pathways in using
information to reinforce environmental responsible
behaviour remains a challenge for scientists and
practitioners. Environmental sociologists have tried for
decades to understand how knowledge can lead to
behavioural change. From the research of Dunlap et al.
(2000) on New Ecological Paradigm to the work of Gross
(2010; 2015) on knowledge and uncertainty, several
scholars have explored the process of acquiring and
handling knowledge during times of environmental
change and most important how this knowledge can be
used to change behaviours, perceptions and attitudes.
This talk examines the role of knowledge in times of
environmental change, within the context of extreme
uncertainty; the Covid-19 pandemic. Initially, the
evolution of key theories in environmental sociology will
be discussed focusing on the important connections
between knowledge and environmental behaviour.
Empirical qualitative and quantitative case studies will
then be presented from three National Parks in Europe
(Black  Forest-Germany, Matsalu-Estonia, Eastern
Macedonia & Thrace-Greece) exploring how different
paths of information can transform knowledge and most
importantly how this knowledge changes through time. A
key argument during the talk is that knowledge can be
constructed through the on-going interactions between
different systems, including social, political and
ecological, all existing within a specific governance
framework.

SP16 | Knowledge, Religions and Environmental Change

Biography

Nikoleta Jones is an Associate Professor at the University
of Warwick (starting July 2021). She is an environmental
social scientist, and her work focuses mainly on social
impacts of environmental policies and improving the
levels of public acceptance for policy initiatives. In recent
years, she has become increasingly interested in
assessing social impacts of biodiversity conservation
policies. She is currently leading the project FIDELIO
funded by a European Research Council Starting Grant
(2019-2024, €1.5m) exploring social impacts of European
Protected Areas focusing on their temporal and spatial
dimensions.
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Climate Change and Religion

Koehrsen, Jens
University of Basel, Switzerland

Religions can effectively promote (or block) climate
change mitigation and adaptation. They can disseminate
environmental values and worldviews to their members,
engage in lobbying for corresponding political decisions,
and implement mitigation or adaptation projects.
Scholarship has suggested a “greening” of religions,
leading faith traditions to increasingly draw on the
aforementioned potentials and address environmental
challenges. Especially in the Global South, faith
communities can become crucial agents in climate
change mitigation and adaptation. In many regions of the
Global South, religions assume a central role in peoples’
worldviews and everyday lifestyles as well as in the public
sphere where faith leaders often enjoy high credibility.
However, broad empirical research underpinning these
potentials is missing. While there is evidence for some
“greening” and an increasing grasp of climate change
among faith leaders in the Global South, existing insights
indicate problems in the diffusion of environmental
awareness at the grassroots level of religious
communities. At the same time, highly successful
innovations in the religious landscapes of the Global
South, such as prosperity theology, have dubious
environmental implications (e.g. focus on ostensive
consumption). Based on these observations, this
presentation proposes two additional development
pathways of religions vis-a-vis environmental challenges
such as climate change: “non-greening” and “un-
greening”.

SP16 | Knowledge, Religions and Environmental Change

Biography

Jens Kohrsen is professor of religion and economics at
University of Basel’s Centre for Religion, Economy and
Politics. His research interests include the sociological
study of climate change and sustainability transitions, the
relationship between social inequality and religion, as
well as religion and sustainable development. He is the
principal investigator of the Swiss National Science
Foundation project “Urban Green Religions” that
explores the role of religion in urban sustainability
transitions.
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MDO1 |How and Where
to Get Your Paper
Published?

Organized & Chaired by Pries, Ludger

Digitalization, new commercial publishing strategies as
well as shifting reading and writing habits of scientists
and the broader audience lead to turbulence in
publication strategies of all actor groups involved. Where
and how should young scholars aim to publish? How will
Open Access strategies develop in the field of social
sciences? Will we go to a bright future of accessible and
inclusive scientific publishing for all? Or will existing social
inequalities in the science system increase according to
countries’ policies of paying article processing costs
(APCs) and/or institutional strategies of administering
digitalized complex platforms? The session will deal with
these topics focussing especially on ESA’s two
associational journals European Societies (ES) and
European Journal of Cultural and Political Sociology
(EJCPS). Based on some input papers, editors of both
journals will share their experiences and make
recommendations for scientists’ publication strategies.

Blokker, Paul is associate professor in political
sociology at the Department of Sociology and Business
Law, University of Bologna, Italy. He is also research
coordinator at the Institute of Sociological Studies,
Charles University Prague, Czechia. His research focuses
on populism, a sociology of constitutions, constitutional
politics, and democratic participation.

Lianos, Michalis is Professor at the University of
Rouen-Haute Normandie and Editor-in-Chief of the ESA
journal European Societies. He was previously Lecturer at
the University of London (Goldsmiths College) and
Director of the “Centre for Empirically Informed Social
Theory” (CEIST) at the University of Portsmouth. His
latest book is "Conflict and the Social Bond", Routledge,
2019.

MDO1 |How and Where to Get Your Paper Published?

Prag, Patrick works as an assistant professor of
sociology at CREST/ENSAE in Paris and is a faculty
member of the department of economics at Institut
Polytechnique de Paris. He’s interested in social
stratification and social demography. Next to Alexi
Gugushvili (Oslo) and Evelyn Ersanilli (Amsterdam), he’s
the incoming editor of European Societies.

Pries, Ludger holds a Chair for Sociology at Ruhr
Universitat Bochum. He taught and did research in Brazil,
Mexico, Spain and the USA. Main fields of research are
Sociology of migration, transnationalization,
organisations, work and labour regulation. He is Chair of
the Publications Committee of the Executive Committee
of ESA (2019-2021).
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MDO2 | ESA Best Paper
Award and ESA Young
Scholar Award Special
Session

Organized by Antic Gaber, Milica; Pries, Ludger
& Ferro, Ligia
Chaired by Anti¢ Gaber, Milica

For the first time, ESA has opened a call for two awards.
The Young Scholar Award recognizes the quality of an
original publication by an early-career researcher. The
content of this paper is derived from the researcher's
PhD, and it covers a relevant contribution in Sociology.
ESA's Best Article Award recognizes the best paper
published in each of ESA's journal's (European Societies
and European Journal of Cultural and Political Sociology)
over 2019-2020. This session holds the presentation and
discussion of these three contributions. It is expected a
strong participation from the online audience.

Gonzalez Santos, Felipe | Rocking the Boat of
Eviction: Personal availability and Empowerment in Social
Movement Organizations | Winner of the ESA Young
Scholar Award 2021

Andersen, Ditte | Stuck! Welfare state dependency as
lived experience | Winner of the ESA Best Article Award
2021 - European Societies (ES) |

Mannevuo, Mona | Anxious politicians: Productivity
imperatives in the Finnish Parliament | Winner of the ESA
Best Article Award 2021 — European Journal of Cultural &
Political Sociology (EJCPS)

Anti¢ Gaber, Milica is Professor of Sociology at
Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana where she
coordinates the doctoral program Gender Studies. She is
currently member of ESA’s Executive Committee and
served as director of PhD Summer School 2020. She
served two mandates as Head of Slovene Sociological
Association. She was member of the Expert Forum of
European Institute for Gender Equality and a member of
the Equality Council at Slovenia’s Ministry of Labour,
Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities. Her
research interest covers issues of gender, politics,
violence, and migrations. As an author, co-author and
editor, she has published several monographs and she
contributed numerous chapters in the books and articles
in journals on gender equality in Slovenia and abroad.

MDO02 | ESA Best Paper Award and ESA Young Scholar Award Special Session
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MDO3 | Urban
Perspectives on the Past
and Possible Futures for
Barcelona

Organized by Ferro, Ligia & Sordé, Teresa
Chaired by Ferro, Ligia

Barcelona was the place where we all of us would like to
be at this Conference. Unfortunately, due to pandemic
restrictions, we were not able to meet in presence in the
city, but we can share knowledge and perspectives on
this vibrant city at this midday special. Some of the most
important social movements and tendencies in Europe
started in Barcelona, like the workers’ mobilization that
led to a pioneering law limiting the working day to eight
hours. Urbanism and architecture were one of the most
developed areas in this innovative context, from the
Cerda plan that represented a new vision for Modern
cities to the unique creativity of the bourgeois funded
Modernism of Gaudi. Decades later, the city that host the
1992 Olympic Games which transformed the city space
and its social configuration. Since then, an intense
process of touristification and gentrification affected the
city. Other mobilizations took place such as the struggles
around the independentism of Catalunya, including the
ones for and against it. Recently, the city was particularly
fustigated by the pandemic which left its marks.
Sociologists and other social scientists were always active
to improve knowledge on the urban changes and give
insights to improve people’s lives in Barcelona. Looking at
the past and present of the city, how can we social
scientists envision futures for Barcelona?

McDonogh, Gary is an urban anthropologist. He has
chaired the interdisciplinary dialogues in architecture and
social sciences that constitute Bryn Mawr's Growth and
Structure of Cities Department since 1992. He has
examined various aspects of Barcelona society and
culture since the 1970s--elites, marginal districts,
planning and most recently, Chinatowns. In addition, he
has published widely on urban society and culture in
Hong Kong, the American South, and Latin America,
engaging topics ranging from the formation of global
downtowns to sustainability. His current research
examines global Chinatowns and their urban
implications. Representative publications: Good Families
of Barcelona (1986); Black and Catholic in Savannah
(1992); Global Hong Kong (2005); Global Downtowns
(2012).

Ferro, Ligia is Professor of Sociology at the University
of Porto (UP), and Member of the Executive Committee
of the Institute of Sociology (UP) where she co-
coordinates the international network ETNO.Urb
(connecting European and South American Universities).
Interested in social inequalities and working now on the
H2020 project Uncharted —Fostering the Societal Value of
Culture. Author of publications in English, Portuguese,
Spanish, Catalan, French and German. Currently, ESA
Vice- President and Chair of the ESA2021 Conference
Committee.

MDO3 | Urban Perspectives on the Past and Possible Futures for Barcelona
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MDO04 | Why researchers
from all sciences look for
sociologists?

Organised & Chaired by ESA President
Soler-Gallart, Marta

The European Commission has assumed a democratic
change clarifying that the research funded by the EU
should have an orientation towards achieving the goals
decided by the citizens and the representatives they
elect. For that, there is a clear move towards addressing
global challenges, represented by the Sustainable
Development Goals, as well as enabling the pathways for
the monitoring and achievement of social impact across
these diverse challenges. This is very clear in the
orientations of the current Framework Programme of
Research Horizon Europe. That is why today, more than
ever, scholars from all sciences look for collaborations
with social scientists. In this session we will discuss with
two researchers in the fields of health and climate change
in order to see what kind of partnerships they have
already had, and would like to have with sociologists, and
to dialogue in open conversation with sociology
delegates.

Llasat Botija, Carmen is a Full Professor at the
Department of Applied Physics of the University of
Barcelona. Her research focuses on the study of natural
risks of meteorological origin and the impact of climate
change on them, as well as the improvement of citizen
awareness and resilience in the face of extreme events.
She directs the Group of Analysis of Adverse Weather
Situations, GAMA. She is member of the steering
committees of the HYMEX and MedECC programs and
the scientific committees of the OPCC and the Adour-
Garonne Agency, among others. She was president of the
Natural Hazards Section of the European Geophysical
Society, editor-in-chief of Natural Hazards and Earth
System Science journal, and international coordinator of
the Heavy Rains working group of the AMHY / FRIEND
UNESCO program.

MDO04 | Why researchers from all sciences look for sociologists?

Ovseiko, Pavel is a Senior Research Fellow in Health
Policy and Management at the Radcliffe Department of
Medicine of the University of Oxford. He is leading a
multi-disciplinary programme of research and policy
advocacy on gender equity and diversity across medical
and social sciences. He is currently working on
“Partnerships for Health, Wealth and Innovation” for the
NIHR Oxford Biomedical Centre. His past work informed
the creation of an Academic Health Science Centre in
Oxford, the Health Innovation and Education Cluster in
Thames Valley, and an Academic Health Science Network
in South Central England. He is also involved in the
Paradigm Project, funded by the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, to increase the relevance, timeliness, quality
and impact of health services research.

Soler-Gallart, Marta, Harvard PhD, is Full Professor
and Chair of the Department of Sociology of the
University of Barcelona, and Director of the research
community CREA. She is President of the European
Sociological Association and has served at the Governing
Board of the European Alliance for the Social Sciences
and Humanities, as well as at the Board of Directors of
ORCID. She was the main researcher of the H2020
European funded project SOLIDUS and is currently
involved in the H2020 research ALLINTERACT. Among her
recent publications highlight the book “Achieving social
impact. Sociology in the public sphere” in Springer, as
well as articles in journals such as Current Sociology,
Qualitative Inquiry and Palgrave Communications, among
other. She is also the Editor of the ISA journal
“International Sociology”.
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MDO5 | Relational
Ageing in a Future
Shaped by Pandemic

Organized by RNO1 - Ageing in Europe
Chaired by Gal¢anova Batista, Lucie

This session addresses how a social world affected by
Covid-19 shapes, and will continue to shape, the nature
of ageing in European societies. Covid-19 has had
disproportionate impacts within populations, with
mortality rates higher for older people. This has
prompted different national responses on how to protect
populations, including the most vulnerable members of
society. Fundamental tensions inhere within endeavours
to mitigate the interrelated health impacts and economic
consequences of a pandemic. These endeavours seek to
reconcile limits to the contagion, which curtails social
activity, with the maintenance of economic stability,
which requires the stimulation of social activity. In
simplistic terms, it has been argued that limiting the
contagion prioritises older people, while the stimulation
of economic activity prioritises the needs of working age
people and children. Nevertheless, this simplification
could reinforce a sense there is a zero-sum association
between the needs of older people and those of younger
people. Such conceptualisations could reinforce social
divisions at a time when positive solutions to substantial
socioeconomic challenges are required. The Covid-19
situation thus raises profound ongoing questions for
sociology and ageing research, related to older people,
intergenerational relations, and conceptualisations of
age and ageing. Sociology is well placed to evaluate micro
and macro dimensions of the impacts of Covid-19,
including how relationships at an interpersonal level are
influenced by changing economic and cultural contexts.
Crucially, how will the relational basis of ageing be
affected by the pandemic and how should sociology
inform positive responses to its impacts?

MDO5 | Relational Ageing in a Future Shaped by Pandemic

Ramsay-Jones, Esther (Open University, United
Kingdom) is a practising palliative and organisational
psychotherapist, working psychodynamically with people
living with life-limiting conditions, their families and
within a counselling service for older adults. She lectures
on Death, Dying and Bereavement at the Open
University. Her book, Holding Time: Human Need and
Relationships in Dementia Care (2019) is an ethnographic
exploration of the care home context drawing from her
PhD research. More recently she has written The Silly
Thing: Shaping the Story of Life and Death (2020).

Weicht, Bernhard (Department of Sociology,
University of Innsbruck, Austria) has studied Economics
in Vienna and Social Policy in Nottingham. He holds a PhD
from the University of Nottingham where he researched
the social and moral construction of care for older
people. After postdoc work at Utrecht University and
Leiden University College he received his Habilitation at
the University of Innsbruck in 2018 with his work entitled
“A Caring Sociology for Ageing Societies”. Bernhard has
published on the construction of care, ideas of
dependency, migrant care workers, the intersection of
migration and care regimes and the construction of
ageing. He is the author of The Meaning of Care (2015).
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MDO6 | The rise of hate
speeches: building
alternative futures
against racism,
antisemitism, sexism and
homophobia

Organized by Ferro, Ligia
Chaired by Moerman, Gerben

Intersections of Antisemitism and Antifeminism — the
Authoritarian Personality re-visited - K. Stogner

The persistence and current rise of antisemitism, sexism,
and homophobia calls for a sociological analysis that does
not view ideologies as isolated phenomena but
recognizes them as interrelated. Such an intersectional
ideology critique can be formulated by referring to
methodological and theoretical tools provided 70 years
ago in the Authoritarian Personality. In these
groundbreaking studies, the often-overlooked co-author
Else Frenkel-Brunswik emphasized the importance of
sexuality and of gender relations for the formation of the
authoritarian ideological syndrome. She found a
significant connection between an insistence on strict
gender binarity and ethnocentric, nationalistic, and
antisemitic attitudes. Based on this early form of
intersectionality | have developed an intersectional
ideology critique that focuses on how antisemitism is
permeated by antigenderism, sexism and homophobia.
Academic research on race, racism and online hate
speech has seen a remarkable development.
Nevertheless, a significant part of this theoretical
production remains chained to the “prejudice paradigm”,
suggesting that the authors of these discourses are
extremists. However, | argue that racism should not be
viewed as a marginal phenomenon of Western societies,
but should instead be problematized from a broader
ideological framework. Based on a critical analysis of the
discourse on the social media platforms Facebook and
Youtube, as well as comments found in two Portuguese
online newspapers, the aim of this talk is to characterize
and categorize racial hate speeches in the Portuguese
digital sphere.

Stoégner, Karin is a Professor of Sociology at the
University of Passau, Germany and held Visiting
Professorships at Goethe University Frankfurt (2018) and
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (2017). She

received both her PhD and her Habilitation from the
Department of Sociology at the University of Vienna. Her
research focuses on a feminist reading and further
development of the Critical Theory of the Frankfurt
School and on the study and critique of antisemitism,
sexism, homophobia, racism and nationalism as
intersecting ideologies. Her numerous publications
include the edited volume “Kritische Theorie und
Feminismus” (Suhrkamp 2022), the monograph
“Antisemitismus und Sexismus. Historisch-
gesellschaftliche Konstellationen” (Nomos 2014), and the
recent articles “Antisemitism and Intersectional
Feminism: Strange Alliances” (2021), ,,New Challenges in
Feminism. Intersectionality, Critical Theory, and
Antizionism” (2019) and “Walter Benjamin, subjectivity,

and gender” (2020).

Sousa Almeida, Pedro is a researcher at The Centre
for Research in Anthropology (CRIA) where he conducts
research on racial issues. He currently coordinates the
project “Racism and Xenophobia in Portugal:
normalization of hate speech online”, funded by the
Portuguese National Funding Agency for Science,
Research and Technology (FCT). Pedro holds a P.h.D in
“Democracy in the Twenty-first Century”, in the field of
critical theory, by the University of Coimbra (2019),
institution where he also took his degree in Anthropology
(2001). He completed a Master’s degree in “Family and
Social Systems” at the Miguel Torga Institute of Higher
Education (2004), where he worked as a teacher between
2002 and 2010. From the idea that sport is a uniquely
favourable field for studying social reality, his main
research interests have centred on the relations between
football, race, racism, postcolonialism and national
identity.

Moerman, Gerben is Director of the BSc and MSc
programmes in Sociology at the University of
Amsterdam. His research focuses on qualitative methods
— including interview dynamics (PhD in 2010) and
analytical practices such as participatory interpretation.
Gerben has long been active in RN20 “Qualitative
Methods”, as vice-chair and chair (2013-2017) and board
member (2017-2021). Since February 2021, he has been
a member of the ESA Executive board, contributing to the
organisation of the Summer School and recent
discussions on enhancing democracy and accountability.
Gerben has a passion for teaching sociology (University
Lecturer of the Year 2011). He believes the ESA can
extend its role towards teaching, since the classroom is
our primary stage for public sociology. He wants to help
sociologists (re-)developing courses by setting up a
platform for peer learning and exchange of teaching
materials and ideas.

MDO6 | The rise of hate speeches: building alternative futures against racism, antisemitism, sexism and homophobia
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EVO1 | ERC: Find the

Research Grants
Organised & Chaired by Mark Nielsen, Anne

The European Research Council supports excellent,
investigator-driven frontier research across all fields of
science through a competitive peer review process based
on scientific excellence as the only selection criterion.
Without predetermined thematic priorities, the ERC
encourages proposals that cross disciplinary boundaries,
address new and emerging fields, and introduce
unconventional, innovative approaches.

Researchers of any career stage are offered flexible, long
-term funding for up to five years (six years in the Synergy
grant call). ERC calls for proposals are open to researchers
from around the world who plan to carry out their
research project at a host institution in an EU Member
State or in a country associated to the current EU
Framework Programme for Research and Innovation. For
the Synergy grants, one of the Principal Investigators can
be based outside the EU/associated countries
permanently.

In the first part of the session, Anne Nielsen, Scientific
Officer at the ERC Executive Agency, will present the ERC
funding schemes. In the second part of the session, ERC
grantee Dr. Nikoleta Jones, will talk about her ERC
project, FIDELIO: Forecasting social Impacts of
bioDiversity consErvation policies In EurOpe, and her
experience in preparing and leading her ERC project.
Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions
about ERC funding schemes and the evaluation process.

Mark Nielsen, Anne is Scientific Officer in the
European Research Council's Executive Agency (ERCEA),
where she has worked since 2017. She holds a PhD in the
Social Sciences from the European University Institute in
Florence, Italy, which was followed by a 2-year
postdoctoral fellowship at Yale University. Before ERCEA,
she worked as a Policy Officer in the European
Commission’s General-Directorate for Research and
Innovation. She has also worked in a migration think-tank
in Washington D.C. and an international NGO in Brussels
working on women'’s rights.

Jones, Nikoleta is an Associate Professor at the
University of Warwick (starting July 2021). She is an
environmental social scientist, and her work focuses
mainly on social impacts of environmental policies and
improving the levels of public acceptance for policy
initiatives. In recent years, she has become increasingly
interested in assessing social impacts of biodiversity
conservation policies. She is currently leading the project
FIDELIO funded by a European Research Council Starting
Grant (2019-2024, €1.5m) exploring social impacts of
European Protected Areas focusing on their temporal and
spatial dimensions.

EVO02 | The Transformative Potential of New Environmentalism and Its Narratives: Hope,

Catastrophe and Visions of the Future
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EVO2 | The
Transformative Potential
of New
Environmentalism and Its
Narratives: Hope,
Catastrophe and Visions
of the Future

Organized by RN12 - Environment & Society &
RN25 - Social Movements

Chaired by Adem, Cigdem & Wahlstrom,
Mattias

The last decade has witnessed novel trends in
environmental activism, which will be approached from
two different perspectives in this special session. The first
part will focus on everyday small-scale struggles for social
and environmental change in an urban setting, its eco-
social transformative potential and how to theorize such
initiatives. How can we develop better sociological ways
to comprehend the important political difference that
small-scale collective actions initiate? Which research
methods would suit best to study environmental
movements and what is the position of the researcher?
What is the potential of everyday environmentalism or
diverse examples of alternative political practice in
extending ideas of environmental justice and in
reclaiming its political importance? The second part of
the special session deals with imaginaries and narratives
by environmental mobilizations focused on the
experience or acceptance of loss. In certain currents of
climate justice activism, the transition movement and so-
called collapsology networks, a “postapocalyptic”
environmentalism that views catastrophe as ongoing or
unavoidable has partially displaced previous apocalyptic
narratives that portray it as a future threat. How is a post-
apocalyptic politics possible and what role does hope
play init? A variety of strategies employed by activists are
charted, including invoking new forms of hope through a
rejection of “false” hope, the reliance on emotions
generated by the interaction with things as well as human
others, and the emergence of philosophical outlooks that
stress mourning and loyalty to what is lost.

Dr MacGregor, Sherilyn is a Reader in Environmental
Politics at the University of Manchester. She specialises
in  the relationships  between  environmental
(un)sustainability and social inequality, applying insights
from ecofeminist and other critical political theories.
Current research projects include: the impacts of climate
change on unpaid care work (funded by Oxfam USA); a
feminist Green New Deal for the UK (funded by the
Women’s Budget Group); and ‘everyday sustainabilities’
in marginalised immigrant households (funded by the
Leverhulme Trust). She is an Editor of Environmental
Politics.

Cassegard, Carl is professor of sociology at the
University of Gothenburg, Sweden. His current research
interests include the environmental movement, critical
theory and eco-Marxism, contemporary “post-
apocalyptic”  environmentalism, and anti-nuclear
activism in Japan. He is the author of Toward a Critical
Theory of Nature: Capital, Ecology, and Dialectics (2020),
Youth Movements, Trauma and Alternative Space in
Contemporary Japan (2014) and Shock and
Naturalization in Contemporary Japanese Literature
(2007). He has also co-edited Climate Action in a
Globalizing World: Comparative Perspectives on
Environmental Movements in the Global North (2017).

Adem, Cigdem is a Research Fellow at Ankara Rivers
Study Group. Her research interests include
environmental movements, environmental governance
and citizenship. As part of her interest in science-policy-
society interface, she is member of the IPBES Capacity-
Building Task Force. She is a long-time member, board
member and recently co-coordinator of RN12
Environment and Society.

Wahlstrom, Mattias is Associate Professor of
sociology at the University of Gothenburg, Sweden, and
co-coordinator of ESA RN25 Social Movements. His
research mainly focuses on various aspects of political
protest and the governance of dissent. He is currently
researching climate activism and the political visions of
the climate movement.

EV02 | The Transformative Potential of New Environmentalism and Its Narratives: Hope, Catastrophe and Visions of the

Future
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EVO3 | Ricca

Edmondson: a
Celebration of Her
Contribution to Sociology
and Ageing Research

Organised by RNO1 - Ageing in Europe
Chaired by Spannari, Jenni

Ricca Edmondson, former Coordinator of RNO1 Ageing in
Europe and ESA Executive Committee member, sadly
passed away in June this year. Ricca was a kind, generous
and wonderful colleague who will be greatly missed.
Everyone is welcome to attend this session to
acknowledge and celebrate Ricca's work and contribution
to ageing research.

Tolhurst, Edward is a Senior Lecturer in Health
Research at Staffordshire University, UK. He is a
qualitative researcher in the field of ageing, dementia
and care. Edward’s first involvement with ESA and Ageing
in Europe (RNO1) was as a participant at a PhD workshop
in Porto in July 2012. He then joined the Board in early
2014. Edward is the current Coordinator of ESA RNO1.

Spannari, Jenni is a postdoctoral researcher in the
University of Eastern Finland and Abo Akademi, and head
of research at CoHumans. Her research interests include
wisdom, aging, compassion and religion & spirituality.
She is a long-time board member of ESA RNO1 Ageing in
Europe
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EV04 | Solidarity in
Poland and Anti-
Authoritarianism in
Belarus: What can a 21st
Century Social
Movement for
Democratization Learn
from a 20th Century
one’

Organised by Gadowska, Kaja; Koos, Sebastian &
Tartakovskaja, Irina
Chaired by Gadowska, Kaja

Over 40 years ago a Polish social movement shook a
Europe divided by the Iron Curtain. In an instant, the
notion of Solidarno$¢ (Solidarity) inscribed itself in history
as a symbol of collective action by people striving for
freedom, equality, and social justice. Today the concept
of solidarity also defines social movements. In Belarus,
grassroots organizations loudly declare that “Our
solidarity is stronger than the repressions”.

With the long trajectory (1956-89) leading up to the final
victory of Solidarity as a point of reference, the anti-au-
thoritarian protests in Belarus will be analyzed through
four stages in the development of social movements:
emergence, coalescence, bureaucratization, and decline.
Indeed, 21st century communication technologies have
greatly accelerated mobilization and the ongoing dissent
in Belarus has quickly reached its third stage, yet its trans-
formation into a regime-toppling force has been stymied
by the brutal repressions unleashed by Lukashenka’s re-
gime. This has been made possible by the emergence of
21st century authoritarianism, considerably different
from that of the waning Cold War.

However, the spectacular changes in people’s concep-
tions of national identity — built around symbols distinct
from those promoted by the officialdom — could sustain
the emotional mobilization and social solidarity needed
to persevere long enough to engineer the final push
when an opportunity arises. Will the nascent Belarusian
(and global) solidarity culminate in the emergence of du-
rable organizations capable of effecting political change

or remain a phenomenon solely expressed more fleet-
ingly on the streets?

Kubik, Jan is Professor in the Department of Political
Science at Rutgers University and Professor of Slavonic
and East European Studies at University College London
(UCL). He works on the rise of right-wing populism,
culture and politics, and protest politics. Among his books
are: The Power of Symbols against the Symbols of Power
and Twenty Years After Communism: The Politics of
Memory and Commemoration, with Michael Bernhard.
The 2020 President of Association for East European and
Eurasian Studies and the recipient of the 2018
Distinguished Achievement Award from the Polish
Institute of Arts and Sciences in America (PIASA). Co-
director (with Richard Mole) of two international
projects, Delayed Transformational Fatigue in Central
and Eastern Europe and Populist Rebellion Against
Modernity in 21st-century Eastern Europe
(https://populism-europe.com/poprebel/). He received
M.A. (sociology and philosophy) from the Jagiellonian
University in Krakdw, Poland and Ph.D. (anthropology,
with distinction) from Columbia University.

Dr. Kulakevich, Tatsiana is a researcher on Eastern
Europe born and raised in Belarus. She is a permanent
instructor at the University of South Florida School of
Interdisciplinary Global Studies, research fellow and
affiliated faculty at the USF Institute on Russia. Her
research focuses on international political economy,
migration, and ethnic politics. Dr. Kulakevich’s analyses
appeared in media and academic journals, including The
Washington Post, The Conversation, The Globe Post, The
New Eastern Europe, International Migration, SAIS
Review, Journal of Belarusian Studies, and East European
Politics and Societies: and Cultures.
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EVO5 | Doing Human
Service Ethnography -
Generating Valid
Knowledge about Service
Work

Organised by Jacobsson, Katarina; Gubrium, Jaber &
Elliker, Florian
Chaired by Elliker, Florian

Human service work is performed in many places —
hospitals, shelters, households, prisons, schools, clinics —
and is characterized by a complex mixture of organizing
principles, relations and rules. With ethnographic
methods, researchers can investigate these site-specific
complexities, providing  multi-dimensional  and
compelling analyses.

The goal of human service ethnography is to make visible
forms of service-related personal experience and social
organization that are either unrecognized,
misunderstood, or otherwise hidden from view. This
relates in particular to areas of service provider and
recipient experiences and complexities otherwise taken-
for-granted or trivialized in the simplifying practices of
accountability. This is especially pertinent in the current
public policy environment where trends for evaluating
human service work are decidedly non-ethnographic,
favoring rampant quantification. There is a need for more
humanistic and context-sensitive approach to generate
valid knowledge about today’s service work, which is
argued for in the recently published book Doing Human
Service Ethnography in which twelve contributors
exemplify ethnographic analytical creativeness in the
field of health and social care.

F. Gubrium, Jaber is professor emeritus and former
chair of Sociology at the University of Missouri-Columbia,
USA. He is an ethnographer and conducts research on the
narrative organization of service and care in human
service institutions. His interest in discursive practice,
organizational embeddedness, and intertextuality has
been applied to the everyday contours of professional
work in nursing homes, physical rehabilitation, mental
health, dementia, and residential treatment for
emotionally disturbed children. Gubrium is co-editor of
Turning Troubles into Problems (Routledge 2014) and
Reimagining the Human Service Relationship (Columbia
University Press 2016).

Jacobsson, Katarina is a sociologist and Professor of
Social Work at Lund University, Sweden. With a general
interest in qualitative methodology and sociology of
knowledge, her current projects deal with documenting
practices among human service workers, particularly
within social work. Her writings on methodology deal
with the analyses of documents from an ethnographic
approach and interviewing. Jacobsson’s latest book is the
ethnography Hidden attractions of administration,
(Routledge, 2021; with Akerstrom, Andersson-
Cederholm and Wasterfors).

Wasterfors, David is Professor in Sociology at the
Department of Sociology, Lund University, Sweden. His
research is often focused on interactions, institutions,
emotions and social control. He has completed three
research projects with ethnographic data from Swedish
detention homes (on conflicts, schooling and violence). A
related interest is qualitative methodology, shown in the
book Analyze! Crafting Your Data in Qualitative Research
(with Jens Rennstam, 2018). At the moment he is working
in two projects, one on accessibility for people with
disabilities in urban and digital settings, and another one
on people’s digital discussions and crowdsourcing
activities around criminal events.

Elliker, Florian is Senior Lecturer in Sociology at the
Institute of Sociology, University of St.Gallen,
Switzerland. He specializes in working with interviews,
participant observation, discourse analysis, and a
sociology of knowledge approach to discourse
ethnography. He currently conducts an ethnographic
research project on the transformation of South African
student residences, focusing on minorities, cultural
precariousness, and the dynamics of reinventive
institutions. His upcoming project concerns the study of
consciousness-altering substances in the context of
transforming drug regulations. He is the coordinator of
the ESA research network 20 Qualitative Methods.
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EVO6 | Bridging
Disciplinary Boundaries
in Horizon Europe

Organised & Chaired by Papadopoulos, Apostolos

This session aims at exploring the ways that social science
disciplines respond to challenges both within and outside
the academic settings. It may be considered as common
knowledge that the academic environment offers certain
protection to social scientists who reproduce traditional
academic practices and knowledges. In this connection,
two significant conditions need to be mentioned here:
first, the wider socioeconomic and institutional
developments bring about changes to disciplines by
shaping their relevance, contribution(s), and impact, and
second outside academia disciplinary practices,
knowledge and impact are valued to the extent that they
contribute to addressing real life problems, challenges
and pressing issues.

The main challenge within the academic settings involves
the reproduction of academic practices and the
stretching of disciplinary boundaries in view of the
developments and exchanges across the disciplines. In
this way, there is a continued expansion of sub-disciplines
based on interactions/cross-fertilization between
disciplines, while also intersectionality emerges for
enabling disciplines to be more responsive to scientific
questions.

The challenge coming from outside the academic setting
is how best the social science and humanities disciplines
can represent their communities for addressing agendas
set by external international actors. Therefore, the
relevant questions are: How possible is it for scientific
associations to cross their disciplinary boundaries and
provide knowledge, support and expertise which is
relevant and important for funding agencies and major
policy actors? How is it possible to expand the
interactions between the disciplinary/ scientific actors
and the funding/ policy actors?

Lombardo, Gabi (LSE, PhD) is the Director of the
European Alliance for Social Sciences and Humanities
(www.eassh.eu), the largest advocacy and science policy
organization for social sciences and humanities in
Europe. She worked with the London School of
Economics (LSE) the European Research Council (ERC)
and Science Europe (SE). As Director of EASSH, Gabi
advocates advocates also for the need of a strong
evidence-based approach to policymaking, and the
inclusion of researchers in science policy development

EVO06 | Bridging Disciplinary Boundaries in Horizon Europe

for strategic and broad-based research funding. She is an
expert evaluator for SSH disciplines and research ethics
for the EU Commission, World Bank, WISE and COST. In
November 2018, Gabi received the Young Academy of
Europe Annual Prize.

Ivancheva, Mariya holds a PhD in Sociology and Social
Anthropology from the Central European University. She
has done research and published broadly on the
casualization, commercialisation and automation of
higher education and labour in the digital era, as well as
on alternative/socialist models of social organisation and
social change. She has done fieldwork on these topics in
diverse settings across Europe, Latin America and
Southern Africa. Mariya has been active in feminist, anti-
racist, labour- and financial justice struggles, and is a
founding member of international platforms such as
LeftEast, Essential Autonomous Struggles Trabsnational
(EAST) and pressure group PrecAnthro. As a
representative of the latter, she was elected a member of
the executive committee (2019-2021), and now serves as
President (2021-2023) of the European Association of
Social Anthropologists (EASA). Mariya has just taken up
the position of Senior Lecturer at the School of Education,
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland
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RNO1_TO1 01 | Loneliness

in Old Age

Meanings of Loneliness for
LGBTQ-elderly: A Qualitative

Interview Study
Gillingsjo, Jenny

Linkdping University, Sweden

The research dealing with LGBTQ elderly and loneliness
has as a rule used quantitative methods, focusing on how
different variables correlate with loneliness. This
presentation is based on a qualitative study focusing on
identifying the meanings of loneliness attributed by older
LGBTQ adults. The empirical material consists of semi-
structured interviews with LGBTQ elderly (65+) living in
Sweden. The study focuses both on the worries
expressed about the possibility of being lonely and on
approaches to avoid loneliness. Even if the focus in the
presentation is on loneliness, it is inevitable to address
the correlate issue of social relationships. In the
presentation, differences will be distinguished in regard
to being both an older adult as well as an LGBTQ-
individual to understand how these two categories
affects the meaning of loneliness. The results indicate
that LGBTQ elderly express views on loneliness that
sometimes only refers mainly to one of these two
categories. However, there are also examples when the
two categories intersect and can be understood to
reinforce each other and the feeling of loneliness. The
presentation will contribute to the debate on the
importance of nuancing the different meanings that can
be attributed to loneliness. This can be of importance for
understanding both the social context of older LGBTQ
adults as well as older adults belonging to other minority
groups.
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Strategies Facing Loneliness:
A Qualitative Study of Older
Adult’s Experiences

Rivera, Paula; Garcia-Gonzalez, Juan Manuel;
Morales, Fatima

Universidad Pablo de Olavide, Spain

Background: Loneliness is a subjective phenomenon that
affects a considerable part of the adult-elderly
population. Loneliness is significantly related to health
and wellbeing, and a protective factor for physical and
mental health, and social life. It is relevant to know the
personal and collective strategies and resources of those
who feel lonely, since they allow them to accept, cope,
and control the loneliness.

Objectives: To know the concept of loneliness that of
older adults who feel lonely, to explore the strategies and
resources they use to cope with loneliness, and to
analyze the management of that feeling in daily life.
Data and methods: Qualitative design. Twelve
community-dwelling older people identified as lonely
(standardized measure and self-reported) participated in
in-depth interviews in 2020 and 2021. Sample profiles
were established by gender, age, civil status, and type of
household. Given the context of the pandemic, a specific
section about covid-19 and the lockdown was included.
Results: Participants drew a broad range of individual and
collective strategies and resources to ease and cope with
loneliness both indoor and outdoor. There were
differences by social context, age, and gender. Those
strategies were indoor: acceptance, positive attitude, use
of TV and radio, reading, hobbies, and cognitive
strategies of adaptation; and outdoor: physical exercise,
visits to vicinity shops, attendance to daycare centers,
church attendance, and daily life with neighbors. The
meaning of loneliness differed mainly by the causes that
lead that feeling and its duration.

Conclusions: This study includes the strategies and
experiences of those living in loneliness. These personal
views can offer valuable information to the
administrations that develop the policies and practice
responses to prevent and manage loneliness.
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‘This is Going to Sound Like I'm
Really Lonely...”: The Everyday
Coping Practices of Older Men
Living Alone and Experiencing

Loneliness in England.
Willis, Paul; Vickery, Alex

School for Policy Studies, University of Bristol, United
Kingdom

While much attention has been given to loneliness as a
public health and societal problem less attention has
been given to men’s experiences and the ways in which
masculinities, sexual identity, and older age intersect and
shape men’s accounts of loneliness. UK policy and
government responses to loneliness frequently identify
older people as a population of concern due to the
multiple risk factors associated with loneliness in older
age. However, there is a limited evidence-base on what
works with supporting older men to counteract the
impact of loneliness on their mental and social wellbeing.
In this paper, we focus on the experiences of men (65-95
years) living alone gathered through qualitative, semi-
structured interviews. Our inquiry centred on the
everyday coping practices older men apply when seeking
to alleviate loneliness and increase social engagement.
Between 2017-18 72 men residing in England (65-95
years of age) took part, including heterosexual (51) and
gay-identifying men (21). We present thematic findings
on the difficulties men experienced in discussing
loneliness with significant others, the solitary and
interpersonal coping practices men applied within and
external to their home, and the importance of
homosocial friendships. Our findings show a tension
between the ways in which micro coping practices
exercised within the home contribute to biographical
continuity  while also compounding loneliness
experiences. We discuss barriers to social engagement
outside of the home, overlapping with discourses of
shame attached to loneliness, and identify ways in which
sexual identity shapes the differing value and significance
placed on older men’s friendships.
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RNO1_TO1 02 |
Active ageing

Active Ageing Agenda of Social
Services for Elderly in Russia:
between “Paternalistic” and
“Optimistic” Discourses

Prisiazhniuk, Daria’; Holavin, Artur ?
IHSE University, Russian Federation; 2TSI, Latvia

Like other states around the globe, Russia faces ageing of
the population, and active ageing policy becomes one of
the viable solutions for the Russian regime. The research
deals with active ageing adoption at the social policy
decision-making,  organizational  discourses and
representations of the social services by elderly people.
The research reconstructs the main approaches to active
ageing in the context of transfer of social policy
implementation functions to non-state actors. Based on
a series of semi-structured interviews (N=19) with
participants of programs promoting active ageing in two
Russian cities, the research provides evidences of how
rhetoric and policy implementation collides with the
requests, expectations, and meanings that elderly people
themselves. Using intersectional theory we explain how
class differences influence elderly lifestyles, and
opportunities to exercise active ageing. Research
participants understand that “paternalistic” view of old
age as an age of trouble, is now largely viewed as
obsolete, yet the new “optimistic” of old age as a time of
freedom and opportunities does not necessarily reflect
their everyday life experiences. We conclude that this
mismatch in discourses and practices reflects the non-
homogeneity of the group of elderly themselves as well
as the process of participatory empowerment rhetoric of
the active ageing becoming a justification to modest state
social service provision. It is an example of the
empowerment paradox (Fook 2016; Solimeo et al. 2015)
—the case for activism and empowerment being possible
only for those resourceful, well-educated, relatively
wealthy, and relatively healthy individuals already.
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Active ageing during fourth age
by Finnish Older Adults

Valpuri Kiuru, Hilla; Valokivi, Heli
University of Jyvaskyld, Finland

Active ageing during fourth age by Finnish Older Adults
Hilla Kiuru, Heli Valokivi

Keywords: active ageing, fourth age, Active Ageing Index,
content analysis

Population is ageing and solutions for its challenges are
sought. One is active ageing discourse that is promoted
in European Union. Active ageing has brought diversity to
the roles of the older adults. However, it has also been
criticized as being potentially exclusive.

In our research, we study active ageing during fourth age.
Our research questions are: How are older adults active?
In what ways the indicators of the Active Ageing Index
(AAI) can be seen in older adults’ lives.

The data was collected in the Well-functioning Home
Care in Lapland (2016-2018) project, funded by Finland’s
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health. It consists of 16
interviews with older adults who live at their own homes
in Finnish Lapland. The method is content analysis,
guided by AAl.

AAl doesn’t cover all the fourth agers’ activities, like
hobbies. Some indicators, like employment rate and care
to children and grandchildren weren’t part of these
people’s activity anymore. In our data activity can be
seen as supported activity, in which some things are done
independently but in others help is needed. Living at
one’s own home was important.

Our research brings more perspective to the discussion of
active ageing by focusing on the fourth age. It’s also
important to evaluate, how indicators like AAI fit to the
lives of different older adults.
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Active Ageing In Italy:
Evidence-Based
Recommendations For Policy
Making

Lucantoni, Davide!; Barbabella, Francesco?;
Principi, Andrea3

1Centre for Socio-Economic Research on Ageing -
National Institute of Health and Science on Ageing
(IRCCS INRCA), Ancona, Italy; 2Centre for Socio-
Economic Research on Ageing - National Institute of
Health and Science on Ageing (IRCCS INRCA), Ancona,
Italy; 3Centre for Socio-Economic Research on Ageing -
National Institute of Health and Science on Ageing
(IRCCS INRCA), Ancona, Italy

Active ageing (AA) has been recognized as a fruitful
concept at the European policy level, to make policies
address social and economic consequences of population
ageing. However, in Italy a national Plan-of-Action (PoA)
(2019-2022) on AA was launched only recently
(Barbabella et al., 2020). The PoA is coherent with Social
Innovation principles and aims to analyze, deliver
recommendations and consult with policy makers and
stakeholders about the field of AA.

Through a multilevel stakeholder involvement,
systematic review and analysis were conducted about
the state-of-the-art in national and regional AA policies
by the scientific team led by IRCCS INRCA, funded by the
Department for Family Policies at the Presidency of the
Council of Ministers. On that basis, we identified policy
gaps and developed policy recommendations, in
compliance with the international framework provided
by the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing
(MIPAA) and the Sustainable Development Goals
(Agenda 2030).

A set of 25 recommendations for the adoption of policies
on active ageing was developed in 13 policy areas. A
stakeholders network has been involved, with
consultative and co-decisional roles, to enhance
scientific, technical, political and organizational
competences in all phases of the policy cycle and towards
a better coordination of AA policies in Italy.

National and regional governmental bodies were
included in the process and their involvement can
encourage the consideration and adoption of policy
recommendations, in order to improve the
internalization of the AA paradigm in a more systematic
way across all policies and at all levels.
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RNO1 _TO1 03 |
Well-being

Subjective Well-being And
Mental Health In European
Older Adults During The
Pandemic Outbreak: A Role Of
Institutional Trust

Lee, Sunwoo * 2

1palacky University Olomouc, Czech Republic; 2Charles
University, Czech Republic

This current study examined the relationship between
perceived material adversities due to pandemic crisis,
institutional trust, and subjective wellbeing and mental
health among European older adults. The study
employed secondary data analysis using cross-sectional
COVID-19 survey data collected from 27 European
countries in April 2020; initial survey was designed and
implemented by The European Foundation for the
Improvement of Living and Working Conditions
(Eurofound). A total of 10,885 older adults aged 65+ were
analyzed (Mean = 69.71, SD = 5.15; female 70%; retired
86%). Analysis focused on the financial impact and
material security in relation to pandemic lockdown,
institutional trust (news media, police, national
government, European Union, and healthcare system),
and subjective well-being and mental health. Nearly one-
third of respondents reported their financial situations
worsened compared to three months ago; of the
respondents, 38.4% reported some difficulty in making
ends meet, and 6.3 % reported great difficulty.
Regression analysis indicated that perceived insecurity in
material living conditions during pandemic crisis (e.g.,
worsening finances, difficulty paying for basic necessities)
were significantly related to respondents’ life
satisfaction, happiness, self-rated health, mental health
index, and psychological distress when controlled for
socio-demographic variables. Institutional trust appeared
to partially mediate the relationship between perceived
adversities and subjective well-being and mental health.
Additionally, the role of each institution varied. Findings
suggest that institutional trust may play an important role
in explaining older adults’ resilience, attitudes toward
organizational measures, and coping strategies during
the pandemic crisis. Recommendations for policy and
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public service during a prolonged epidemic and beyond
are provided.

What contributes to ageing
well? Perspectives of older
adults in Austria, Canada and
Sweden

Kadi, Selma?'; Augustsson, Erika?; Jull, Janet3;
Rodrigues, Ricardo *

1European Centre for Social Welfare Policy & Research,
Vienna, Austria; 2Aging Research Center, Karolinska
Institutet & Stockholm University, Stockholm, Sweden;
3School of Rehabilitation Therapy, Queen's University,
Kingston, Canada

Despite the bulk of research exploring concepts of ageing
well such as active or successful ageing, studies on
subjective definitions of ageing well remain relatively
rare. Older people’s perspectives can contribute to a
better understanding of the diversity of experiences of
ageing and constitute an important input for initiatives to
support ageing well. We present findings from a project
in which quantitative research on intersections of gender,
age, health and care was used as a starting point for the
examination of older people’s perspectives on the same
themes, focusing on ageing well.

Those studies which examine older people’s subjective
definitions using qualitative methods tend to focus on
single locations which often makes comparisons difficult.
In contrast, we explore subjective definitions and
perspectives using the same approach in three different
countries. The paper is based on the analysis of 60 semi-
structured interviews with women and men who are 60
years or older in Austria, Canada and Sweden. Findings
demonstrate the diversity of definitions of ageing well
and the impact of gender and socio-economic status as it
is perceived by older women and men in these three
countries.
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Loneliness as Mediator
Between Exclusion from Social
Relations and Mental Well-
being for Older Adults

Marian Vasile, Octavian*; Aarsten, Marja?,
Precupetu, luliana®# Tufa, Laura®*; Pop.
Cosmina®* Dumitrescu, Diana®; Radogna,
Maria Rosa 3

1University of Bucharest, Faculty of Sociology and Social
Work, Department of Sociology; 20slo Metropolitan
University / NOVA; 3University of Bucharest, Research
Institute of the University of Bucharest; *Romanian
Academy, Research Institute for Quality of Life

Scholars say that people with frequent contacts with
family, friends or neighbors have high social integration.
Loneliness, a negative subjective feeling about social
relationships, is an effect of exclusion from social
relations and correlates with mental well-being (Burholt
et al. 2020). Data shows low levels of mental well-being
for more than half of Romanian and at least a quarter of
EU adults 50 years or older. World Health Organization
considers mental well-being essential to well-being and
as important as physical health. Using data for the year
2016 from European Quality of Life Survey, and multilevel
structural equation models, we test the direct and
indirect effects of exclusion from social relations and
loneliness for mental well-being. We found evidence for
both types of relationships while controlling for gender,
employment status, material deprivation, and residence.
The positive effect of having contacts by phone or
internet is interesting if we think at the COVID-19
pandemic which imposes physical distancing as a
prevention measurement. We discuss which is the proper
measurement model for exclusion from social relations,
reflective or formative, and measurement equivalence of
the WHO-5 scale for mental well-being.
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Untangling The Concept Of
Well-being In Very Old Age —
An Integrative Review Using
Rodgers’ Evolutionary Concept

Analysis

N&dsman, Marina; Nyqvist, Fredrica & Nygard,
Mikael

Abo Akademi University, Finland

In order to promote well-being in very old age, there is a
need for a more cohesive understanding of the meaning
of the concept in this particular context. Hence, the aim
of this study was to review scientific literature in order to
examine the conceptualization of well-being in very old
age. Rodgers’ evolutionary concept analysis was used as
a guiding framework. The search in scientific databases
generated a sample of 568 unique articles published in
the years 2009-2019, of which 49 were included in the
final analysis. Four main attributes of well-being in very
old age were identified: Multifaceted; Intertwined with
health and quality of life; Ability to adapt, and Part of
successful aging. Further, the antecedents and
consequences of well-being in very old age, as well as
related concepts were summarized and discussed. The
results revealed that there was a movement between
general aspects of well-being, and specific aspects of very
old age. A majority of the articles included definitions of
well-being that were not related to a specific age group
or context, indicating that well-being is assumed to have
some universal characteristics. Simultaneously, there
were also some attributes that were highlighted in very
old age, in particular related to adaptation and successful
aging. The results could be used to inform policy and
social and health care development as well as future
research.
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RNO1 _T02 01 | Ageism:
technology and media

Centenarians in Swedish Mass
Media: Is it Reverse Ageism?

Nyman, Rosita; Joy Torgé, Cristina
Institute of Gerontology, Jonk6ping University, Sweden

Studies on ageism often deal with negative stereotypes
due to increasing age. Seldom studied is the increase in
status that seems to occur at the turning point of 100
years. This study explores how centenarians are
portrayed in Swedish media texts and relates this to
mechanisms of ageism and age coding.

We used Retriever database, which is the biggest Nordic
database containing print media, to search for Swedish
articles concerning 100- to 105-year-olds from national
and local press. Our search resulted in 1468 articles,
consisting of news and feature articles. Excluding articles
that did not deal with persons, articles with a paywall and
redundant articles resulted in 235 articles. We coded
these articles in NVivo and analyzed (1) the contexts in
which centenarians appeared (2) the relevance of the
persons’ age to the event and (3) feelings and values
evoked in the articles.

On the one hand, news reports evoke how centenarians
ought to be shielded from harm and emphasize the
indignity of even small wrongdoings. On the other hand,
feature articles often use superhuman adjectives to
describe centenarians, and emphasize  their
“youthfulness”. In birthday features, there was an
expectation for centenarians to publicize their
celebrations and a recurrent trope was that centenarians
held well-kept secrets about ageing well.

Portrayals of centenarians show that they are an
esteemed group. However, these portrayals can hide
other forms of ageism, particularly compassionate
ageism, and a stereotyping of centenarians that play
down ill health and emphasize youthfulness at the
extremes of old age.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Artificial Intelligence, Ageing
and Ageism — What do we

Know, What Should we Know?
Stypinska, Justyna

Free University Berlin, Germany

Artificial intelligence (Al), despite its unequivocal power
to change the world for better, has also proved to have a
shadow side to it, where malicious use of Al systems
produce outcomes which are harmful for individuals,
social groups or whole communities. The scholarly
research into the issues of algorithmic fairness and Al
biases gained significant momentum after several
seminal works depicting racism and sexism in Al had been
brough to public attention. Yet, the existing academic
scrutiny of Al biases and discrimination has failed to
include the category of age as one of the most pivotal
socio-demographic characteristics contributing to social
and economic inequalities. This paper aims to cast some
light onto the way age bias and age discrimination
operate within the Al systems by providing empirical
examples of these practices. Secondly, the paper delivers
a conceptual framework of ageism in Al arguing that it
represents a new manifestation of ageism, which is
distinct in its forms and implications from its more
traditional forms. This paper aims to stimulate a broader
sociological debate and scholarly inquiry into the role of
Al systems for the construction of ageing and age
inequalities.

Gendered Ageism in Corporate
Media: A Critical Discourse
Analysis of Working Life on
Recruitment Agencies

Wengian Xul, Federica Previtali2
1 Linping University; 2 Tampere University

Recruitment agencies have increasingly appropriated and
used social media tools to advertise positions and choose
suitable candidates with the purpose of supporting
human resource development for client enterprises.
Research has dedicated little attention to investigate how
this type of agencies use social media to construct an
image of employees or jobseekers to serve the corporate
purpose. This study sheds light on the recruitment
agencies LinkedIn discourses in Italy. Italy stands out as
an interesting case due to its history of relatively low
employment rate for women, the young, and older
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workers among EU countries. Drawing on a critical
discourse analysis of LinkedIn posts depicting working
life, this study investigated how the media practices of
the institutions in question serve to construct ageing and
gender experience from a corporate perspective. It also
draws on the intersectionality perspective of ageing and
gender to understand the unique experience of gendered
ageism in recruitment that hinders the employability of
women and adds complexity to the challenges faced by
ageing workers in the labour market. The study found
that age and gender relations were expressed in visual
discourses as to the employment-oriented online service.
The findings show that men were persuasively assigned
with authoritative positions, a wider range of activities
and a diversity of work patterns, as well as integrating the
good employee ideal at different life stages. Whilst
women were mostly positioned in group settings,
relinquishing power positions and presence as they age.
This study can hopefully improve the understanding on
the role of recruitment agencies in maintaining gendered
ageism, as well as inform company policies about how to
prevent (gendered) ageism in corporate media and
communications.

Gendered Ageism in Corporate
Media: A Critical Discourse
Analysis of Working Life on
Recruitment Agencies’ LinkedIn

Xu, Wengian ?, Previtali, Federica ?
1Linkoping University; 2Tampere University

Recruitment agencies have increasingly appropriated and
used social media tools to advertise positions and choose
suitable candidates with the purpose of supporting
human resource development for client enterprises.
Research has dedicated little attention to investigate how
this type of agencies use social media to construct an
image of employees or jobseekers to serve the corporate
purpose. This study sheds light on the recruitment
agencies’ LinkedIn discourses in Italy. Italy stands out as
an interesting case due to its history of relatively low
employment rate for women, the young, and older
workers among EU countries. Drawing on a critical
discourse analysis of LinkedIn posts depicting working
life, this study investigated how the media practices of
the institutions in question serve to construct ageing and
gender experience from a corporate perspective. It also
draws on the intersectionality perspective of ageing and
gender to understand the unique experience of gendered
ageism in recruitment that hinders the employability of
women and adds complexity to the challenges faced by
ageing workers in the labour market. The study found
that age and gender relations were expressed in visual
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discourses as to the employment-oriented online service.
The findings show that men were persuasively assigned
with authoritative positions, a wider range of activities
and a diversity of work patterns, as well as integrating the
good employee ideal at different life stages. Whilst
women were mostly positioned in group settings,
relinquishing power positions and presence as they age.
This study can hopefully improve the understanding on
the role of recruitment agencies in maintaining gendered
ageism, as well as inform company policies about how to
prevent (gendered) ageism in corporate media and
communications.

RNO1_T02 02 | Places

and spaces

Understanding the Practice of
'Going Out' Through Movement

Gambier-Ross, Katie !, Clarke, Charlotte 2,
Wilkinson, Heather !, Woolnough, Penny 3

1University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom; 2Durham
University, United Kingdom; 3Abertay University, United
Kingdom

Going outdoors is an important part of living well with
dementia. However, concerns regarding risk and harm
often lead to preventative measures such as restricting
outdoor movements, which can negatively affect a
person's quality of life. Little is known about how people
with dementia engage in the everyday practice of ‘going
out’, how they relocate themselves if lost and how they
interact with and navigate their environment. This PhD
study examined the experience of ‘going out’ for people
with dementia and their families. Repeat walking
interviews were conducted with 7 participants living with
dementia over a seven-month period. This paper will
share the narrative findings from these walking
interviews as well as a reflection on the experience of
conducting walking interviews. Walking alongside
participants offered an opportunity to communicate their
experiences via the embodied act of moving in the
environment. A focus on the body allowed for insights
into how participants interacted with their locality and
how they used strategies and landmarks to locate
themselves. These findings can inform policy and practice
that supports people with dementia to live safely and
independently in their communities.
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Home Alone — On The Dark
Side Of Ageing in Place

Vasara, Paula Helena
University of Jyvaskyld, Finland

Policy of ageing in place is strongly supported in Finnish
society. Continuing independent living in long-term
homes is portrayed as ideal for ageing well. Adequate
public services, provided for all in need, in accordance
with the idea of universalism, are mentioned as means to
ensure good quality of life and independent living, even
with physical impairments. These premises rely on the
idea that the relationship between individuals and places
stays the same, and that necessary services can be
acquired. In practice, the relationship between home and
its inhabitant alters in time, and necessary care and
support may be difficult to acquire. Thus, homes may
become unsuitable and unable to fulfil the requirements
necessary for well-being.

The purpose of this study is to challenge the assumptions
underlying this idea of ageing in place, and particularly
the emphasis on regular homes as the ideal and preferred
places to age. Narrative analysis is employed in order to
explore the relationships between ageing individuals and
place. The data comprises 12 semi-structured interviews
of older adults, all customers of an outreach programme
intended to enable encounters with those in the margins.
Preliminary results demonstrate the complex nature of
the relationship between places and individuals. They
indicate the intricate ways physical surroundings, care
services and social networks and support interplay in the
patchwork contributing to experiences of ageing well.
These findings suggest that the places and various ways
of good ageing, and the one-sided policy emphasis,
should be reconsidered in the future.
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Ageing on the Street:
Trajectories of Older Homeless
People in Relation to Social and
Health Care Institutions

Mensikova, Tereza
Masaryk University, Czech Republic

The increasing number of older homeless people in
developed countries worldwide is a prevalent issue linked
to demographic and socio-political changes. In this paper,
| introduce the findings of a case study describing and
analysing trajectories of interactions among older
homeless people and social and health care institutions
in the city of Brno in the Czech Republic. Through
institutional ethnography and semi-structured interviews
conducted in 2019-2020 with social and health care
workers, the study shows stigmatisation and
marginalisation of older homeless people in institutional
discourse and practices based on the age, gender, and
living environment. The study examines the network of
services for homeless people, possible gaps and barriers
of service-client relations, impacting factors, and formal
and informal strategies of overcoming these barriers in
practice. | present several institutional issues concerning
service-client relations and their impact on older
homeless people's living conditions in the Czech Republic.
Firstly, | argue that problematic categorisation of clients
in institutions according to their socio-cultural
environment or age leads to further marginalisation in
access to care and housing. Furthermore, the
categorisation methods in institutions form and
propagate the stereotypical image of "classical homeless
person"” as an overall representation of the older
homeless population. This paper points out how these
conditions, along with insufficient social and health care
services, pull older homeless people's trajectories into
loops of exclusion, letting them circle from one social
housing service to another.
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If The Mountain Won't Come to
Muhammad then Muhammad
Must go to the Mountain.
“Hooking” the Elderly To
Support Their Ageing In Place

Costa, Giuliana
Politecnico di Milano, Italy

“Ageing in place” has become a paradigm of action in
dealing with older people needs. This approach inspired
many and different social care policies, programs, and
projects around Europe. Homes became the place where
to provide services to fragile elderly people, instead of
moving them to other care settings to tackle their needs.
Literature shows that this shift is keen with peoples’
desires and aspirations as most of us want to stay at
home till the end of our lives. Most innovation in this field
is related to the reorganization or the integration of
existing home-based services. Less has been done to
reach people that don’t ask for help even if they are
fragile, living in solitude or lacking informal network,
people which needs remain latent and are not
transformed into demands. There is evidence that these
“invisible” groups are growing, especially in contexts that
rely extensively on the presence of family members to
signal needs and to enact the delivery of help and
supports. For this reason, it is of paramount importance
that local welfare systems engage in “sewing the
territory” and “hooking” their potential users,
intercepting their needs to support better ageing in place
processes. The paper discusses some key issues related
to the hooking welfare approach for older people and
discusses how it has been implemented in different
projects, programs, and policies mainly in Italy in the last
five years through the analysis of case studies.
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employment

Combing Employment with
Informal Care for the Aged:
Raising Awareness in an Aging
Society

Geisen, Thomas?, Krajic, Karl 2, Mairhuber,
Ingrid 3, Niderést, Sibylle *

1University of Applied Sciences and Arts Northwestern
Switzerland, Switzerland; 2University of Vienna, Austria;
3Working Life Research Centre, Vienna, Austria

Demographic developments increasing demand for
informal care on the one hand, women’s increasing
participation in the labour market and pressures to
postpone retirement age in general, mean that
knowledge about combining employment and informal
care for the aged is growing in importance. Research
shows that this involves more than financial
considerations. The main challenges seem to lie in the
interplay between company, individual and family
practices, conditioned by a complex nexus of workplaces
as organizations, welfare state and household elements.
In a Swiss-Austrian research project, we examine which
formal and informal practices develop on the company
level to handle the interplay between employment and
caring for the aged. As a first module a systematic
literature review (SLR) is carried out corresponding to the
MOOSE  guidelines  (Petticrew/Robert).  Research
indicates that combining employment and informal
caregiving often involves extreme burdens and self-
restrictions and its feasibility depends on supportive
private or professional care networks. Mental and
physical health significantly worsens for double-duty
caregivers. But remaining in employment is also
described as enrichment, offering compensations for the
demands of informal caregiving - if supported by
organizational structures and cultures at the workplace,
welfare state provisions and informal support networks.
There has been scarcely any research examining the
interplay between employment and caring for the aged
on the company level. The findings of the SLR will present
the state of the art on this topic.
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Researching the
Multidimensionality of the Age
Construct Within Work
Organisations Through the
Quality of Ageing at Work
Model

Marcaletti, Francesco?, Ifiiguez Berrozpe,
Tatiana !, Garavaglia, Emma 2, Elboj Saso,
Carmen?

1Universidad de Zaragoza, Spain; 2Universita Cattolica del
Sacro Cuore, Italy

The number of studies on ageing within work
organisations has rapidly increased (Boehm, Schréder, &
Kunze, 2013). Nonetheless, recent insights on theory and
methodological improvements have highlighted the need
to conceptualise age and the ageing process as more
complex constructs than it appears in the majority of
studies carried out in the past and recently (Baars, 2010;
Nilsson, 2016). According to literature, eight
methodological recommendations for  achieving
improvements in research on work and ageing have been
proposed (Bohlmann, Rudolph, & Zacher, 2018).
Following these authors, the aim of the study is to
confirm the relevance of these conceptualisations and
methodological recommendations, using the approach
proposed by the Quality of Aging at Work (QAW) model
as a case study. The approach has been developed as an
action research methodology that consist of different
quantitative and qualitative tools aiming at supporting
work organisations in designing and developing their own
age management policies and strategies. Within its
framework, the QAW model assumes the
multidimensionality of the age construct in association
with the passing of time effect, and after being applied in
action research projects within more than 30
organisations, demonstrated to positively incorporate at
least  seven out of  eight
recommendations, that is: incorporate in the analysis

methodological

age-related individual and contextual characteristics as
mediators; examine differences between younger and
older workers; develop longitudinal research; sample
workers belonging to every age group; operationalize age
as a continuous variable; examine curvilinear effects with
age as continuous variable; control for time-related
constructs, such as job tenure.
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The Challenge Of Remote
Working For Older Workers:
Reflections From An Italian
Local Experience

Barabaschi, Barbara; Cantoni, Franca; Virtuani,
Roberta

Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Italy

The multidisciplinary research (both sociological and
organizational perspectives are adopted) investigates the
ways in which remote working has been adopted and
experienced by workers of different ages in companies,
focusing attention on the over 50s. The objective is to
verify whether this method can offer an opportunity to
overcome some critical issues that are traditionally
attributed to the seniors compared to the younger
relating, for example, to less flexibility, limited availability
to geographic mobility and to training, finally to use of
technologies. This issue, still not very present in both
sociological and organizational literature, is studied in the
context of small and medium-sized enterprises in the
Piacenza area, one of the hardest hit by the Covid-19,
since the pandemic has accelerated the adoption of
remote working. The data come from two surveys
conducted one at the end of the first phase of the
pandemic and one at the end of the second (still
ongoing), which made use of qualitative-quantitative
methodologies, based on the administration of a
questionnaire and in-depth interviews addressed both to
employees and to managers of companies in different
economic sectors. A total of about 350 subjects is
estimated to be involved.

The final remarks attempt to identify the most relevant
elements in the creation of smart and sustainable work
contexts for senior workers, useful for minimizing the
negative aspects of remote working already classified in
the literature (isolation, stress, less coordination and
motivation) and to emphasize the positive ones (work-life
balance, higher productivity and perceived quality of
work).
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Understanding Bridge
Employment Practices
Across Different Industries.
Evidence from a Danish
Company Survey.

Yogachandiran Quist, Jeevitha & Jensen, Per H
Aalborg University, Denmark

Bridge employment comprises different practices aiming
at transitioning the period from long-term employment
to full retirement and is considered one of the most
common senior policies to cope with ageing populations.
Bridge employment appears in different ways such as
time bridging, task bridging, career development, or
health  optimizing  practices.  However, bridge
employment is likely to be unevenly distributed across
the economy and different industries, because the
opportunity to construct bridge employment is
preconditioned by a range of factors, including
differences in the workforce and company features as
well as differences in labour market conditions. However,
these factors conditioning the opportunity to construct
bridge employment has received little attention in the
previous literature. Thus, this paper aims to examine the
differences in bridge employment practices across
different industries, i.e. the production sector, the service
sector, and the knowledge-based sector, and to explain
these industry differences in bridge employment
practices. The study utilizes data from a survey
conducted among Danish companies in 2018, which is
linked to administrative register data to conduct KHB-
corrected logistic regression models. The results suggest
that health optimizing practices and career development
practices are most prevalent in the knowledge-based
sector, whereas task bridging practices are most
prevalent in the production sector and time bridging
practices most prevalent in the service sector. These
industry differences in bridge employment practices are
in most cases explained by differences in workforce
characteristics and to some extent also explained by
differences in company characteristics and economic and
labor market conditions.
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Sustaining Relational
Subjectivity: The Experience
of Dementia for Women

with the Condition
Tolhurst, Edward

Staffordshire University, United Kingdom

This paper provides insights into the experience of
dementia from the perspective of women with the
condition, addressing the negotiation of spousal
relationships in particular. Literature has highlighted the
requirement to address how gender shapes health-
related experience. Despite this recognition, research
usually addresses dementia in gender-neutral terms. This
could be particularly counterproductive for women with
the condition, who face a 'triple jeopardy' of stigma in
relation to gender, age and neurodegeneration.
Qualitative research included semi-structured interviews
with 10 mixed-sex spousal couples, where the woman
with dementia and male partner were interviewed
together. From these dyadic interviews, this paper
focuses on the accounts provided by the women with
dementia. A process of thematic analysis was undertaken
to establish key content of the women's accounts,
recognising key commonalities (and divergence) across
the interviews. Data are conveyed via three principal
themes: psychological and political resistance to the
condition; working together/working alone; and
maintaining connections to social settings. These themes
examine the challenges women face in sustaining
relational subjectivity via the spousal relationship and
wider social associations, while negotiating the direct
impacts of dementia. It is vital that the influence of
gender upon women dementia is granted ongoing
scrutiny. Social scientists must devise a more nuanced
model of relationality that accounts for how gender
shapes personal responses to the condition and the
negotiation of relationships. Policy-makers must also
recognise how (socially-oriented) services should be
configured to account for the gendered experience of
women.
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An Interactional
Perspective on Needs
Assessment Meetings with
Older Couples in Times

of Covid-19

Nilsson, Elin; Olaison, Anna

Centre for social work (CESAR), Department of Sociology,
Uppsala University, Sweden

Covid-19 has affected elder care and the services
provided for older people to a great extent. In the needs
assessment process, care managers are facing an
indefinite closure or limitation of support and services to
offer older people. Also, as older people in Sweden are
encouraged to isolate themselves, assessment meetings
are held via telephone. The purpose of this project is to
explore communicative approaches for conducting care
assessment meetings with older couples during Covid-19.
Twenty audio-recorded care assessment meetings
between care managers and older couples, collected in
Sweden during the Covid-19 pandemic were analyzed at
micro-level by means of conversation analysis. Talk which
regard “corona” or “Covid-19” were chosen for analysis.
Three different approaches surfaced during initial
analysis; (1)”business on hold”, (2)”exploring new
options” and (3)“joint speculation”. In the first approach,
the meetings unfold as if all regular services were still
possible to offer, only to be utilized once Covid-19 has
passed. In the second and third approach, care managers
use their discretion embedded in their professional role
to find solutions outside the regular system. In the third
approach, care managers also take a more symmetric
position in relation to the couples, when jointly
speculating on potential support and services. The
findings add new knowledge as they suggest allowing and
encouraging care managers to use their relational
competence more in meetings with older people, as well
as initiates technical education. At practice level, the
findings suggest further support of innovative
approaches for making remote assessments. As such, the
presentation will contribute to the debate on managing
the challenges embedded in this new digital landscape
surrounding elder care in times of Covid-19.
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Later Life Partnerships and
Quality of Life: The Role of
Non-Marital and Nonresident
Relationships in Sweden

Sacco, Lawrence B.%, Kénigm Stefanie?;
Hégnasm, Robin!; Martin, Hydem?,
Westerlund, Hugo ?, Platts, Loretta G.!

1Stockholm  University; 2University of Gothenburg;
3Swansea University

Older adults are shaping new forms of intimacy in which
the primacy of marriage is giving way to other
relationship forms such as nonresident partnerships.
Integrating theoretical insights from the marital resource
model and the continuum of commitment, we examined
how partnership status relates to quality of life with the
objectives of assessing: 1) whether relationship forms
other than marriage mitigate the risk of lower quality of
life among older adults who are neither married nor
cohabiting (i.e., never married, divorced and widowed)
and 2) how quality of life gains from living-apart-together
(LAT) compare to gains from cohabiting relationships.
Gender stratified analyses were performed using the
annual HEalth, Ageing and Retirement Transitions in
Sweden (HEARTS, 2015-2019) study, a prospective
web/postal survey drawn from national registers of
Swedish residents aged 60—66 years in 2015. Each year
participants provided information about partnership,
cohabitation and relationship status as well as CASP-12
quality of life. Unmarried versus married/cohabiting
participants reported lower quality of life, an association
that was mitigated for unmarried participants who were
in  romantic relationships or had nonresident
arrangements. Quality of life for unmarried men in a
romantic relationship resembled that of
married/cohabiting men; while quality of life for
unmarried women in a relationship was midway between
being married/cohabiting and being single. To conclude,
having any relationship mattered for men’s quality of life;
while relationships formalized by marriage or
cohabitation with a partner, mattered more than weaker
intimate attachments for women’s quality of life.

91



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

A Scale for Measuring
Embeddedness in Social
Relationships in Late Adulthood

GaiZauskaité, Inga; Mikulioniené, Sarmité
Lithuanian Centre for Social Sciences, Lithuania

One of the acknowledged areas of general social
exclusion is exclusion from social relations. Although the
concept of social exclusion is well known in current
academic and social policy discourses, development of its
domains varies. Among conceptually and empirically
underdeveloped domains is the exclusion from social
relations (Cordier et al. 2017; UNECE 2016). Following the
analysis of a myriad of related concepts of exclusion from
social relations and their operationalization through
empirical indicators, we propose a three-dimensional
scale to measure older adults’ level of embeddedness in
social relations. Our scale includes the dimensions of
social participation, sense of belonging, and civic
participation. Each dimension entails a set of indicators
that grasp both objective (e.g., participation in cultural
activities) and subjective (e.g., assessing the quality of
social relationships) manifestations of an older adult’s
daily involvement in social life and interactions with
others. The paper presents the conceptual rationale
supporting the scale and an example of its empirical
application. We applied the scale via the representative
survey (funded by LMTLT, agreement No 09.3.3-LMT-K-
712-01-0063) of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia residents
aged 50 years and older (conducted in the three countries
between October-December 2019; total sample size
2015 respondents; survey mode - face-to-face
interviews). We demonstrate how the combination of
three dimensions allowed us to place our respondents
along the continuum of their social-embeddedness-level.
Besides, we show the added value the scale brings into
social exclusion in later adulthood analysis.
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and cultural factors

Patterns and Correlates of
Social Exclusion in the Balkan
States

Aartsen, Marjal; Vasile, Marian **%; Tufa,
Laura >*>5; Pop, Cosmina >*>®; Dumitrescu,

Diana %*°; Radogna, Rosa Maria *; Precupetu,

luliana 34>®

10slo Metropolitan University, Norway; Z2Faculty of
sociology and social work; 3Research institute for Quality
of Life; “University of Bucharest; *Research Institute of
the University of Bucharest; SRomanian Academy

Social exclusion (SE) is traditionally defined as exclusion
from work and material resources, but scholars
increasingly agree that SE is a multidimensional concept
including also separation from other people and
mainstream society. Although exclusion from one
dimension raises the odds of exclusion from another,
people are not necessarily excluded from all dimensions.
Identifying groups that are at risk of social exclusion is
relevant for research and practice. The aim of our study
is to examine factors that are associated with types of SE.
By means of a Latent Class Analysis (LCA) and a
subsequent multinomial regression, we categorize older
people with the same type of SE into homogeneous
groups and examine factors associated with each SE-
type. Data are from the year 2016 of the European
Quality of Life Survey. We select the Balkan states for its
high proportion of socially excluded people (i.e. Bulgaria,
Romania, Albania, Montenegro, Macedonia, and Serbia:
N=3030). We found evidence for five types of SE; (I) Fully
integrated; (ll) Locally integrated, poor (lll) Locally
integrated not poor; (IV) Excluded on all dimensions; and
(V) Socially excluded, not poor (prevalence is 57%, 12%,
19%, 3% and 9% respectively). People excluded from all
dimensions are more often older, have low education,
and low self-rated health. Gender is associated with type
Ill, and trust in other people and the government is
associated with type Il, lll and IV. Implications for theory
and practice will be discussed.
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Aging Tendencies Among

Hungarian Roma Community
Cserti Csapo, Tibor

University of Pécs, Hungary

The various fields of social sciences have interesting the
issue of questions and problems of aging. At the same
time, in aging European societies, there are groups with
very different demographic characteristics, such as Roma
population. The population trends of this group, the
youthful age structure, the more traditional demographic
behavior appear among the emphasized topics of
Hungarian sociological interest in recent decades. They
are often seen in Hungarian governmental and social
policy thinking as the potential human resource of the
future, despite the fact that their present social status
largely questionnig this. There are rich empirical
materialt o examine the topic, but the representative
sociological data surveys, but also the official statistics
must face the difficulties and obstacles of interpretation
of the sociological methodology of minorities.
Nevertheless, the data show similar slow aging trends. To
what extent is this related to the tendencies of the middle
class forming started among the Gypsies in Hungary and
described by several studies, the increase of their level of
education, the dissolution of traditional communities,
especially the dynamic transformation of women's roles?
In addition to statistics, social science theories on
population trends can help a lot in interpretation.

The theoretical models used in the comparison are the
demographic transition theory, the models outlined by
economics, and the sociological theory of fertility. Each
model can interpret and explain the processes that have
shown the slow transformation of the traditional multi-
child family model within Gypsies towards a more
modern, long-established demographic model in
Western societies.
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An Intersectional Life Course
Approach to Transnational
Ageing: Experiences of Turkey-
born Women in Sweden

Tuncer, Merve
Orebro University, Sweden

Previous research has highlighted the risk of research
reproducing stigmatised stereotypes of older migrant
women. A more nuanced theoretical and analytical
framework is needed to study transnational ageing and
the complex ageing experiences of women in a
transnational context. The aim of this paper is therefore
to propose a theoretical framework to discuss the
intersection of age, gender and ethnicity while avoiding
stigmatised stereotypes that are based on essentialist
understandings of ethnicity, sex and old age. The
theoretical starting point for this discussion is inspired by
Torres’ (2015) call to expand our gerontological
imagination.

The paper is structured around three research questions:
a) How are older migrant women’s multiple social
positions interconnected and how do they interplay to
form their experiences of transnational ageing? b) How
could these interconnections and interplays between
older migrant women’s multiple social positions
theoretically be explored? c) How could the challenges
and structural barriers for older migrant women be
addressed in research, while at the same time not
reproducing the existing social stigma around ageing
migrant women as social problems?

The paper empirically draws on semi-structured in-depth
interviews with Turkey-born migrant women, between
60 to 80 years old, who have migrated to Sweden in their
early to mid-adulthood. Preliminary findings suggest that
there are significant nuances among participants based
on the resources that are available to them which were
negotiated, challenged and/or reproduced over the life
course. The paper adds to an ongoing discussion on
expanding our gerontological imagination in order to
address heterogeneity in later life while avoiding the
persistent problematisation of old age and migrancy.
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How Generous Are Societies
toward their Elderly? A
European Comparative Study
of Households’ Replacement
Rates, Well-Being and
Economic Adequacy

Tur-Sinai, Aviad !, Spivak, Avia 2

1The Max Stern Yezreel Valley College, Israel; 2Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev, Israel

Replacement rates have become accepted as a useful
metric for assessing the conditions of retirees and
households at point of retirement. We use data from the
SHARE longitudinal database to investigate income
dynamics within a comparative European context. Our
analysis, centering on households as opposed to the
individuals on whom international data commonly focus,
reduces replacement rates to their components —
pension, labor income, etc — and looks at the dynamics
among household members in relation to work and
pension income.

Total replacement rates vary widely among the fourteen
countries sampled: overall replacement rates of around
the Bismarckian 70% across the entire sample, 80% in
countries that have Social Democratic and Continental
social-policy regimes, and 60% in countries that have East
European and Middle Eastern regimes. Looking the
pension and wage components, however, the latter
accounts for about 30% of household income—an
important fact for decision-makers to consider. Couples
tend to retire together, especially if close in age, and
labor income compensates amply for lower pension
income. The Gini coefficients of our sample are compared
before/after retirement to determine whether the social
programs that underlie pensions mitigate income
inequality after retirement. Post-retirement ability to
move on the income ladder is another measure of
equality.

Finally, we examine the well-being and quality of life of
retirees and their households. We find a positive
correlation between replacement rate and indicators of
retirees’ and their households’ quality of life, e.g.,
satisfaction with life, ability to consume healthcare
services, and ability to cover unforeseen expenses.
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networks

Critical Issues in Supporting Frail
Older People and Their Family
Carers: Indications Emerging from a
Pre-post Pandemic Survey
Conducted in the Marche Region

(Italy)
Gagliardi, Cristina 2, Fisher, Oliver 2, Piccinini,
Flavia !, Fabbietti, Paolo !, Lamura, Giovanni *

ICentre for Socio-Economic Research on Ageing, IRCCS
INRCA—National Institute of Health and Science on
Ageing, ltaly; 2Department of Economics and Social
Sciences, Universita Politecnica delle Marche, Italy

The Marche region is one of the areas with the oldest
population in Italy. This study analyses long-term care
provision to community dwellings frail over 75 years old
people, by comparing the situation before the outburst
of the first wave of the Covid-19 pandemic and soon
afterwards. In light of the far-reaching impact of the
epidemic, it is crucial to understand which measures
should be adopted to better support this segment of the
population, which is among those most heavily affected
by the crisis.

Each dyad (over 75 years old and his/her primary carer)
was contacted twice, in November 2019-March 2020 and
in July-August 2020. Questionnaires were administered
face-to-face at baseline and by a telephone interview at
follow-up.

The sample consists of 269 dyads. A worsening in
physical, psychological and cognitive status of most
elderly was reported. A general decrease of external help
provided both by public services and migrant care
workers resulted from the pandemic. However,
technology was useful to keep in touch with relatives and
friends and get information.

This study represents one of the few longitudinal
examples of surveys carried out in the Italian context,
highlighting consequences due to suspension of most
hospital and home care services. The information
collected is highly policy-relevant, especially with regard
to the impact of the crisis on the support provided by
home-based migrant care workers — an often neglected
issue — and on the use of ICT-based solutions to stay in
touch with relevant contact persons.
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How Contacts with Personal
Relationships are Associated
with Relationships with
Siblings: Findings from The
Survey of Health, Ageing and

Retirement in Europe (SHARE)
Wang, Jing-Yi

University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom

While previous research found that whether people have
contact and support exchange with a sibling is linked to
the homophily in a sibling dyad and to their relationships
with their parents, little did we know the extent to which
people integrate their siblings into their core discussion
network. This study uses ego-centric network data, which
allows us to study sibling relationships in the network
context that is not bound by household and kinship. We
examine two questions using the SHARE data which
contains information of people who aged 50 or over:
First, do people contact siblings more often when family
members and friends are absent in the network? Second,
does having higher contact frequencies with family
members and friends crowd in or crowd out sibling
relationships?

Using ordered logistic regression, our study shows two
mechanisms on the network level. After controlling for
individual and dyadic characteristics, compared to people
whose contact frequencies with parents, children or
friends are low, people who do not have these types of
network members are more likely to contact their siblings
more often. But people are also more likely to contact
their siblings more often when contact frequencies with
parents, children or friends are high. These results
underscore the sibling’s importance as a source of
support and the crowding-in effect of highly contacted
network members on sibling relationships in the middle
and old age. This study helps researchers to understand
the conditions under which networks increase people’s
contact with their siblings in the middle and old age.
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Overcoming Loneliness in
Old Age: What Role do Family
Networks Play?

Girardin, Myriam; Ciobanu, Oana; Widmer, Eric
University of Geneva, Switzerland

We know that family matters in reducing loneliness. We
learned that family matters also for increasing loneliness.
What we know little, if anything, about is the
ambivalence of ties within the family, the differences in
family structures, and which ones are more beneficial to
overcome and reduce loneliness feelings in old age. The
aim of this study is to investigate the emotional and
instrumental support exchanged among family network
members, and conflict in family networks of older adults,
and see how they are related to loneliness feelings in old
age. The paper draws on the Vivre/Leben/Vivere survey
which studied family life and health conditions of persons
aged 65+ residing in Switzerland. Analyses focused on
994 participants who were surveyed in the first wave in
2011-12, and responded also in the second wave in 2017-
18. The information was gathered by means of face-to-
face interviews. Data on family networks was collected in
both waves, and feelings of loneliness were measured
only in the second wave using the loneliness scale
developed by de Jong Gierveld. Results showed that
conflict density in the family networks, measured at
Wave 1, were significantly associated with loneliness
measured at Wave 2. Findings revealed that more than
the lack of family support (emotional or practical),
conflict in family networks has a lasting and detrimental
effect on loneliness in old age. This study stresses that it
is important to assess positive and negative relationships
within family networks of older adults for a better
understanding of loneliness in old age.
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RNO1 _T0O4 01 | Ageism
and discrimination

Ageism as Social Order
Alftberg, Asa

Malmé University, Sweden

The concept of ageism has long been discussed, defined
as a systematic process of prejudice and discrimination
based on age. Older people are considered deviant and
different from younger people and to some extent less
human than other age groups. This paper aims to
theoretically explore ageism as social order by drawing
upon Mary Douglas’ classic work Purity and Danger
(1966). Douglas’ thesis is that every society have a
cultural intolerance against anomaly and invent
strategies to handle that which lies outside the normative
ordering system. Anomalies are matter out of place and
by-products of a systematic ordering and classification,
since ordering involves rejecting inappropriate elements.
The ageing body as well as the disabled body are treated
as matter out of place, to use the vocabulary of Douglas,
which also reveals the close connection between ageism
and ableism. This paper will discuss the ordering
strategies of ageism and its impact on individuals and
societies. Further knowledge and new perspectives make
it possible to undermine the oppressive structure of
ageism and mould a more positive future.

Is Age Discrimination A Risk
Factor For Frailty Among Older
Adults? A Longitudinal Analysis
Of The English Longitudinal
Study Of Ageing.

Quadri Aminu, Abodunrin; Torrance, Nicola;
Grant, Aileen & Kydd, Angela

Robert Gordon University, United Kingdom

Frailty has been linked to adverse health outcomes such
as mortality, fall and hospitalisation in the older
population. With the increasing global burden of frailty
on healthcare resources, it is important to understand
the modifiable risk factors of frailty. In this study, we have
examined age discrimination as a potential risk factor for
frailty among individuals aged 65 years and over.
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This longitudinal cohort study was conducted using data
from Waves 5 to 9 of the English Longitudinal Study of
Ageing (ELSA). ELSA is a nationally representative sample
of men and women aged 50 years and over. This study
includes frailty outcome at baseline, eight-years follow-
up (future-frailty), and for the non-frail sample at
baseline (incident-frailty). Frailty scores (0 to 1) were
calculated using the multidimensional Frailty Index and
individuals with > 0.2 were considered frail. The binomial
generalised linear models (GLM) were fitted in R studio
using age discrimination as the main predictor and age,
gender, chronic illness, cognition, socioeconomic status
(SES) as covariates.

2,385 responses were analysed and 55% (n=1312) of the
respondents were female. Approximately 38% of the
respondents reported age discrimination. Age
discrimination significantly predicted baseline-frailty (OR
1.43[1.28-1.59]), future-frailty (OR 1.33[1.20-1.46]), and
incident-frailty (OR 1.14[1.00-1.30]) at 95% Cl and P <
0.05. All the covariate were significant predictors of the
frailty outcomes with risk of frailty higher among women,
those with chronic illness, those with poor cognition and
those with low SES.

Future studies should examine if interventions to reduce
age discrimination can impact frailty outcome among
older adults in England.

Pandemic Effects on People
Ageing with Functional
Diversity: Narratives of a

Double Discrimination

E-Hall, Karen A.; Deusdad, Blanca; D’Hers Del
Pozo, Manuel; Martinez, Angel

Rovira i Virgili University, Spain

Research question: What were the major consequences
people with functional diversity endure from the
Pandemic?

Theoretical Framework: Focused on the intersectionality
of disability and ageing and the common experiences
associated with them within the health and welfare
sectors. Some examples were human rights
contraventions, and obvious discriminations. In the
context of COVID-19, these have intensified leading to
practices that could be interpreted as the endurance of
double-inequity.

Objective: The aim of this paper is to highlight the
consequences of the pandemic through a qualitative
analysis of comments by disabled people in response to
the by VICE.com video-clip.
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Methodology: A net-ethnographic study of narratives
from persons with disabilities as they experienced
isolation from the quarantine policies and the resultant
effects on their lives. A sample of approximately 100
comments were analysed.

Preliminary findings: The results showed that the effect
on the lives of these persons were often detrimental due
to the worsening of mobility and communication
structures created by the implementation of quarantine
policies. Thus, increasing their experiences of
discrimination and situations of neglect. Interestingly,
this has occurred in countries with active social policies
protecting the rights of people with disabilities.
Contribution to Knowledge: Legal regulations regarding
Covid-19 and people with disabilities have not been
sufficiently ratified in most countries. The pandemic has
exposed the inadequacies in the existing care systems
within  Western countries with advanced social
protection policies. That the voices of the disabled are
still unheard, and many with functional diversity told
their stories on social media, and finally, that human and
disability rights movement lost their momentum in the
visage of pandemic policies restrictions.

Older Intersex People: Hidden

from (Sociological) Gaze
Whittney Berry, Adeline & Monro, Surya

University of Huddersfield, United Kingdom

People with variations of sex characteristics number
approximately 1% of the population, yet their issues
remain largely hidden and there is a dearth of legal and
policy provision to support them. This issue is particularly
stark with regards to older intersex people. This paper
utilises a critical intersex theoretical approach to
interrogate ways older intersex people are hidden and
their needs overlooked. Critical intersex theory provides
insight into the elision of sex variance, via surgery and
social erasure, using poststructuralist, queer and feminist
theory.

The paper asks the following research questions: How
and why are older intersex people socially erased? What
are the key issues they experience? How could a
sociology of aging and intersex be developed? It
approaches these questions via a comprehensive review
of existing research and policy documents, undertaken as
part of the large European Commission funded project
INIA. The UN special rapporteur has acknowledged non-
consensual medical interventions as a form of torture.
Literature indicates that many older intersex people have
experienced negative outcomes from medical treatment.
Research shows that health needs for older intersex
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people go unmet due to a lack of specialised treatment
and avoidance due to fear of discrimination. The paper
concludes there is a need for sociologists to research
intersex, and challenge negative medical practices and
the erasure of older intersex people.

Keywords: Aging, intersex, medical abuse

RNO1_T04 02 | Leisure

Leisure Adjustments During the
Early Stages of the Pandemic:
Qualitative Inquiry on the
Writings of Finnish Older Adults
Over 70 Years of Age

Koskinen, Veera Katariina
University of Helsinki, Finland

The prevalent discourse of active aging emphasizes the
importance of active leisure participation in older
adulthood. This relates to the view that leisure activities
enable older adults to stay physically, mentally, and
socially active, and thereby contribute to maintaining
wellbeing as people grow older. In 2020, leisure activity
engagement was significantly hampered by the outbreak
of the global COVID-19 pandemic. In Finland, a
recommendation was implemented for persons over 70
years of age to avoid meeting others in person, which had
a wide range of impacts on the daily lives and leisure
participation of many older adults. Against this backdrop,
the present study explores the leisure patterns and
leisure-related adaptation strategies among Finnish older
adults during the early stages of the global pandemic. The
data comprises the written accounts (N= 77) of older
adults that were collected via an open invitation in April
to June of 2020. Preliminary analysis of the collected data
indicates that the recommendation for self-isolation
challenged some respondents' perception of themselves
as “active agers”, resulting in variety of compensating
behaviors that kept the person mentally and physically
busy. These included, for example, increased attention to
self-care and the adoption of new or previously less
significant leisure activities. Drawing on activity theory
and collected empirical data, the study discusses the
changes in older adults' leisure activities and contributes
to the timeless debate on how individuals adapt to and
seek meaning in the midst of sudden change and
uncertainty.
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Senior Leisure Tourism: Does it
Empower or Exclude Older
People?

Stoncikaite, leva
University of Lleida, Spain

An increasing growth of older people has caused
significant socioeconomic transformations for almost all
sectors of society, including the tourism industry. In the
last decades, seniors have become an important target
group for the leisure tourism market on a global scale. It
is estimated that older individuals will be responsible for
a relatively large share of all holiday spending, and that
senior-oriented tourism will become the fastest and
biggest potential driving force in the hospitality markets.
Yet, the senior leisure tourism is still a marginal branch in
aging and tourism studies. This paper aims to fill this gap
by highlighting the complex relationship between
recreational later-life mobility and successful aging. It
questions whether the senior tourism market liberates
and empowers older adults, or, in its stead, further
perpetuates age-related inequalities and reinforces
consumerist pressures and the ideas of happy old age.
These aspects will become even more significant because
of the Covid-19 pandemic and its devastating affects on
the tourism industry and social relationships. The senior
leisure tourism will have to adapt to new policy measures
and the key requirements to offer safer and better
options to satisfy the increasing demand for novel and
hedonistic experiences in later life.

Older Adults’ Experiences of
Being on a Senior Summer
Camp

Wallroth, Veronika?; Larsson, Kjerstin?,
Schréder, Agneta 2

1Linkdping University, Sweden; 2University Health Care
Research Center, Orebro University, Sweden

Action is being taken across Europe to address social
isolation and loneliness among older adults. More and
more municipalities in Sweden are now arranging, senior
summer camps to create a place where older adults can
meet and break their social isolation. Building on a larger
project evaluating a senior summer camp for older adults
in the summer of 2017 this presentation focusses on how
the older adults experienced their stay at a senior
summer camp. A qualitative method with a
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phenomenographic approach was chosen to explore the
qualitative variations in the older adult’s experience of
staying at a senior summer camp. Three descriptive
categories evolved relating to how the participant
experienced the senior summer camp. The descriptive
categories were “A pleasant environment to be in”,
“Something to do for all” and “Brake once loneliness”.
Findings from this study implies that just getting away,
not having to cook, seeing, and experiencing something
else and having company when eating food or doing
activities meant a lot to the participants who experience
loneliness in different ways. Knowing that other nice
persons where lonely made the participants at the senior
summer camp realize that loneliness was not due to
themselves.

Practicing Intimacy in Grey
Dancing: Ageing, Age Norms
and Couple Dance in Sweden

Heikkinen, Satu & Henriksson, Andreas
Karlstad University, Sweden

Couple dancing is an activity involving intimacy. However,
there is little research in social science about how
intimacy is practiced on the dance floor and especially
how different kinds of intimate relationships are formed
among older dancing persons. This article investigates
how intimacy is enacted among older Swedish people
couple dancing. Drawing on observations from 14
different sites for dancing and 44 interviews with older
individuals, we discuss the phenomenon of “dance
friends” and bonds that only exist on the dance floor, as
well as the boundaries between intimacy and sexuality.
The article also analyses how relationships are formed
outside of and in relation to the dance floor, a boundary
which need to be negotiated among the dancing persons.
Various forms of intimacy are formed, pointing to a
richness of intimate relationships in old age. The article
contributes to recent research about how intimacy in
older age has changed in late modernity, challenging
notions of old age as presumably involving the loss of
intimate relationships and as a period of loneliness.
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RNO1_T04 03 | Caring
and care practices

Person-centred Care
With Older People In The
Era Of COVID-19

Lombard, Daniel
University of Bristol, United Kingdom

The aim of this PhD study is to explore interpretations of
person-centredness, and the relationship between policy
and practice in long-term care for older people. It takes
account of the highly contextualised and pluralist nature
of person-centredness and its application to practice, the
organisational factors which support its delivery, and the
plethora of models surrounding the concept.

At the heart of person-centred care lies a truism steeped
in common sense: that most people requiring assistance
with activities of daily living would wish to be supported
in a way that is tailored to individual needs and
preferences. This reductive description belies areas of
complexity and contention surrounding theories of
person-centredness. Complex because it requires a
number of prerequisites, including interpersonal skills
and self-knowledge among care professionals, and a
supportive work environment (McCormack and McCance
2006). Contentious because of a lack of consensus about
the meaning and parameters of the concept itself
(Edvardsson et al 2008).

Given the central role played by care workers and
managers in delivering person-centred care, the study
offers findings of qualitative interviews with these actors
working in residential and domiciliary care in England.
The findings will explore the realities of delivering
person-centred care with older people in the context of
COVID-19, alongside narratives of extraordinary
dedication and utilisation of problem-solving nous to
protect and enable clients in the participants' care. This
adds to a growing body of governance research and the
way person-centred values are interpreted and put into
practice with people requiring support under challenging
circumstances.
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The Expert Caregiver Program

Targeting Former Caregivers In
Finland: An Exploratory Mixed

Method Feasibility Study

Akerman, Sarah !, Nyquist, Fredrica !, Coll-
Planas, Laura 2, Wentjarvi, Annika 3

1Abo Akademi University, Finland; 2Universitat
Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain; 3Novia University of
Applied Sciences, Finland

A lot of informal care to frail older adults is provided by
older adults themselves, especially by spouses. While the
situation of caregivers is increasingly highlighted in
policies and research, former caregivers have received
less attention. The regional “Expert Caregiver program”
in Ostrobothnia, Finland was developed to engage former
caregivers by co-designing a training and volunteering
program for them based on local current caregivers’
needs.

The aim of this study was to report the co-designing and
implementation phase of the Expert Caregiver-program
and to assess the effects on the participants’ well-being.
This was an exploratory mixed methods study. To assess
the effects on the participants’ well-being, their Sense of
coherence and Subjective Well-being were assessed at
three occasions by using questionnaires. Qualitative data
from focus group interviews was also collected.

The co-designing phase resulted in a 30-hour training
program, where 25 former caregivers participated,
mostly bereaved older spouses. Almost all Expert
Caregivers engaged in voluntary activities after the
program, especially by offering virtual peer support
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The quantitative analysis
showed a minor but non-significant positive change in
the participants’ well-being. The qualitative data
revealed several positive effects of the program such as
feeling competent and supported, and a sense of
belonging with the other participants.

The findings suggest that former caregivers should be
increasingly acknowledged, as they may not only act as a
resource for current caregivers, but also benefit from
such activities themselves.
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Health Care Practices for the
Elderly at «Risk Group» in the
Context of the Covid-19
Pandemic in Russia

Orekh, Ekaterina & Bogomiagkova, Elena
St. Petersburg University, Russian Federation

According to the concept of active aging, the integration
of the elderly into the labor and consumption markets
serves as a means of overcoming their social exclusion.
Today is voiced the point of view that the Covid-19
pandemic showed problems with this concept, isolating
people 65+ as a "risk group". However, the negative
consequences of the severe restrictions on movement
and work introduced in Russia in March 2020 for the "65+
risk group", which contributed to its social isolation, are
unexpectedly offset by another consequence of the
pandemic. This is about the forced introduction and use
of information and communication technologies by older
people. It is because of the pandemic that working
retirees were forced to master online communication
methods, use digital technologies and form new habits,
in particular, in the field of health care.

Our report is devoted to the study of people in the “65+
risk group” living in St. Petersburg, Russia. We were
interested in whether representatives of this age group
can be considered as a resource base for the
dissemination of modern medical information and
computer technologies, and also whether their health
care practices have changed under the influence of the
Covid-19 pandemic. At the first stage of the study
(11.2020 - 02.2021), a series of semi-structured
interviews were conducted on the topic of health
perceptions and health care practices used among
citizens of different age groups (90 interviews). The
analysis of the interviews showed that the pandemic did
influence the intensity of learning new practices among
some members of the 65+ group. Digital technologies are
used to monitor the characteristics of well-being, obtain
expert advice and self-education.
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Smart and Social Home Care:
A Sustainable Solution at the
Crossroads of Technology
and Public Health and

Social Sciences

Anciaux, Amélie & Lits, Grégoire
UCLouvain, Belgium

The intensification of ageing of the Belgian population
will be a major challenge in the coming years. The current
system, where elderly people live in elderly care homes
will not be sustainable in this growing context because of
the lack of infrastructure and personnel, but also because
it is too expensive to maintain it at such large scale. For
this reason, the nature of the aid provided to elderly
people needs a radically change, with a major shift
towards home care (assisted living) as compared to care
homes. This trend also responds to the wishes of a
majority of people in Belgium which want to grow old at
home, connected with their community. This paper
presents the first results of an interdisciplinary
(sociology/engineering) research project aiming at
developing an integrated and secure home care
technological solution centred around the elderly and
her/his social care network. The solution combines smart
home (loT) solutions together with communication
technologies, enabling the  cooperation and
communication between the care network (family,
professional, neighbours...) and the elderly. We will
present the analysis of the first qualitative phase of the
project aiming at understanding the discrepancies
between elderlies’ perceptions of intelligent and social
homecare solutions, and perceptions of other members
of their care network. This analysis will contribute to the
field of critical data studies and ageing sociology by
interrogating the perception of digitalisation of care, and
its risk of dehumanisation (Lits et al. 2017; Bourguignon
et al. 2016), through an original methodology based on
crossed interviews from social care network.
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Old-age Diversity Is
Underrepresented in Research
on Digital Health Technologies

Poli, Arianna!, Kelfve, Susanne? Motel-
Klingebiel, Andreas?

1Division Ageing and Social Change (ASC), Link&ping
University, Sweden; 2Division Social Work, Link6ping
University, Sweden & Aging Research Center, Karolinska
Institutet and Stockholm University, Sweden

Much research is conducted for evaluating digital-based
solutions for healthcare. However, little is known about
the extent to which such evaluations succeed in
representing old-age diversity. We present an analysis of
participation in two evaluations of digital-based
interventions: (a) an exergaming programme for
improving physical activity among individuals with heart
failure, (b) a mobile-based system for monitoring
individuals’ progress after day surgery. Participation is
conceptualised as resulting from three processes of
selection of individuals: pre-screening (i.e. individuals are
or are not screened for participation), recruitment (i.e.
individuals are in- or excluded due to study criteria), self-
selection (i.e. individuals decide to participate or not).
Based on field information and survey data, we modelled
(1) the (non-)participation and (2) the individual decision
to participate (or not) in the two evaluations. Main
findings indicate that increasing age enhances the
likelihood of not being screened, not recruited or to
decline the invitation to participate. Those not recruited
were most often ineligible because of technology-related
barriers, time constraints, health limitations. Decliners
and those who decided to participate differ by age,
gender, job, health status, digital skills. Results suggest
that very specific groups of older people are more likely
to be involved in evaluations of digital-based
interventions. Old-age diversity is not properly reflected
in digital health research. This has implications for the
inclusiveness of new digital health technologies and their
ability to address the needs of various groups of older
people, as well as for increased risks of old-age exclusion
and exacerbation of inequality
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The Impact Of Digital Divide
On The Elderly During The
Period Of Coronavirus

Restrictions In Russia
Chulkov, Sergei

The Herzen State Pedagogical University of Russia,
Russian Federation

The coronavirus restrictions have fundamentally changed
the world, turning it at least for a while into a digital one.
In Russia, almost half of the people over the age of 55
have no Internet access, and they are more at risk of
getting seriously sick.

The study was carried out on the basis of analyzing 62 in-
depth interviews conducted from May to June 2020
among people over 55 throughout Russia. We asked how
the Internet affected their lives during the period of
restrictions.

The digital divide radically influenced the way older
people were impacted by the restrictions. The more a
person was involved in the Internet, the easier it was to
endure the restrictions. Those who adapted to
technology well saw the advantages of the Internet and
began communicating online even more. For older
people who had not used the Internet before the
restrictions, this life threatening situation did not become
a reason to go online, which shows the strength of the
barriers preventing people from joining ICT.

An important factor influencing the perception of
restrictions is the digitalization of the space around. If the
penetration of ICT is not so deep, and people continue
communicating more offline, usually the restrictions are
not so strict and, as a result, transition to the digital space
is not noticeable. Consequently, there is not such a strong
rejection among the elderly. The higher the level of
digitalization, the greater the discomfort experienced by
the elderly who are not included in the digital space.
Acknowledgments. The research was conducted at Saint
Petersburg University and supported by Russian Science
Foundation, Project No 19-18-00246
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Self-tracking Technologies,
Health, Older Adults:

An Ethnographic Study

In Rural Italy

Carlo, Simone & Bonifacio, Francesco
Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Italy

As part of a wider research on the use of eHealth
technologies, in this contribution we discuss how
everyday practices of older people living in a remote area
are remediated (Lanzara 2010) by the adoption of self-
tracking digital services. Results draw on a one-month
ethnographic study in a mountain village in the centre of
Italy, based on twenty biographical interviews with over-
65 people. Two macro-types of digital apps and services
were distinguished. On the one hand, self-tracking
technologies related to wellbeing and fitness; on the
other hand, self-tracking clinical tools, which are strictly
related to medical parameters. Consistently with the
existing literature on the use of health-related digital
services (Maturo e Setiffi 2016), our observations remark
the blurred boundary between health and playful
concerns, fostered by data-driven gamified affordances
(such disclosing calories consumption, heartbeats, etc).
Self-tracking services of the first type were
enthusiastically adopted into practices such mountain
walking, which are considered by older people from the
start as playful in nature, despite being consciously
charged with health-related concerns or not. Conversely,
when it comes to the monitoring of chronic diseases
(such blood pressure measuring and glycemia), self-
tracking digital devices do not only appear less playful
themselves but somehow useless, interplaying with older
adults’ embodied knowledge and experience of their own
diseases. These results warn against generalized
optimistic conclusions about the efficacy of gamified
apps (Martinho et al. 2020), rather suggesting a situated
understanding based on their context of adoption.
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Housin Costs Of Older
Households: How Do
Transitions Into Retirement
Affect The Housing Cost
Burden?

Lozano Alcantara, Alberto; Romeu Gordo,
Laura; Engstler, Heribert & Vogel, Claudia

German Centre of Gerontology, Germany

The housing cost burden, that is, the percentage of
income spent on housing, may change over the life
course. This depends on the evolution of both income
and housing costs. The transition into retirement is a
biographical event that usually leads to a decrease in
household income and may thus increase the housing
cost burden if the housing costs cannot be reduced, as it
is mostly the case. We therefore examine how the
housing cost burden evolves over the second half of life;
how the transition into retirement impacts on the
housing cost burden, and how this differs for different
groups.

For answering our research questions, we use household
data from the German Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP) from
the years 1993 to 2018. In the analysis, we focus on
private households with a reference person aged 55
years and above. First, we estimate fixed-effects and
random-effects growth curves of the housing cost burden
from the age 55 to 75. Second, we investigate the impact
of the transition into retirement of the reference person
into the housing cost burden. Third, we repeat both
analyses for different social groups such as homeowners
and tenants.

Our preliminary results show that the housing cost
burden increases over the second half of life among the
tenants while it stays stable among the homeowners.
Similarly, the transition into retirement only increases
the tenants’ housing cost burden. Our results imply that
the inequality in living standards between the
homeowners and the tenants in Germany increases over
age.
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When do we plan to retire?
First Results from Share

Hess, Moritz !, Naegele, Laura 2, Micken, Jana3,

Becker, Lena 4, De Tavernier, Wouter "Wouti"®

1University of Applied Sciences, Germany; 2University of
Vechta, Germany; 3University of Cologne, Germany;
4University of Bremen, Germany; *OECD, Paris

Population ageing with its increasing number of older
people has resulted in concerns that the financial future
of many European welfare states and especially pension
systems is in jeopardy since the late 1980s. In particular,
public pay-as-you-go pensions are seen as vulnerable to
population ageing. In reaction, policy makers in many
European countries have implemented reforms aimed at
delaying retirement and extending working lives. They
have increased state pension ages, closed early
retirement options and invested in the employability of
older workers and as a result older workers’ employment
rates are increasing.

Yet, many of these reforms have a time-lagged effect,
thus, todays pensioners have often not felt the full impact
of the reforms. Nevertheless, previous studies have
shown that older workers not only adapt to the new
credo of extended working lives, but are also quite
precise when estimating their retirement timing. Older
workers’ planned retirement age might therefore help
evaluate the reforms impact and could be used as a proxy
for older worker’s future actual retirement behaviour.
So far however, no studies exist that investigates the
planned retirement age and its potential changes in a
European perspective. Based on data from Survey of
Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe (SHARE) the
paper at hand aims to fill this gab in the literature and
explore the planned retirement age in a cohort and a
country comparison. Preliminary results show an
increase of the planned retirement age. Further analyses
consider country, socio-economic status, and gender
differences.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Retirement and the Social
Support Networks Over Time:
an exploration using a Mixed
Methods approach

Ortiz, Francisca
The University of Manchester, United Kingdom

In the studies of ageing, some efforts have been made to
understand the different approaches adopted by older
people in their life course to confront those inequalities.
Notably, there have been few studies about how they
used their different type of support networks to address
their struggles, which are their networks in different
moments of their life, and the changes across time
according to meaningful personal events.

Chile is a developing country with a growing ageing
population with a unique neoliberal system of pensions,
which makes it an interesting case of study about retired
people. In this context, this research aims to advance on
those knowledge gaps. Therefore, this study is mainly
looking to understand the different paths that older
people in Chile had taken in their personal lives to survive
over time. For this purpose, it has been considered a
theoretical framework composed of the cumulative
advantages/disadvantage’s theory, life-course approach,
age stratification and relational sociology. It is proposed
in this research that they can be united for future
research.

To address this research, we use a longitudinal and mixed
methods network approach. The data used include the
history of the life of retired people, interviews to experts,
press, photographs, data surveys and the construction of
at least three support ego-networks in retrospectives of
each person interviewed. Those networks were drawn in
what retire people announce as their most important
event over time. We collect the information from
October 2019 to January 2020 in Santiago of Chile. In this
presentation, we will present the first results of the social
network analysis that was applied.
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The Impact of the Retirement
Process on Changes in Life
Orientations

Grunwald, Olga *?, Damman, Marleen 23,

Henkens, Kéne 2*

INIDI, The Netherlands; 2University Medical Center
Groningen, The Netherlands; 3Radboud University
Nijmegen, The Netherlands; *University of Amsterdam

The transition from work into retirement is a major life
event, which might prompt individuals to re-consider
what they value in life (i.e., their life orientations).
However, quantitative empirical knowledge about this
process is limited. This study aims to fill this gap by
examining to what extent and how the transition from a
career job into retirement changes life orientations, and
how these processes may differ between socio-
demographic groups. We analyze data that were
collected in 2015 and 2018 among 5,189 Dutch
individuals aged 60-65 and employed at baseline.
Around half had fully retired at follow-up and ten percent
worked after their retirement. We used principal
components factor analysis to guide the construction of
life orientations and arrived at five dimensions: self-
development, social status, benevolence, generativity,
and social connectedness. Conditional change models
reveal that full retirement is associated with a lower
perceived importance of all life orientations except for
social connectedness, which was unrelated to
retirement. Engagement in post-retirement work is
related to a lower importance of self-development and
social status. Our findings generally suggest that there
seems to be discontinuity in life orientations during the
retirement process.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe
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Caring Masculinities —is There

a New Man in Town?

Agren, Axel; Nilsson, Magnus & Wallroth,
Veronika

Linképing University, Sweden

More couples live and grow old together due to increased
life expectancy among men in many countries. Hence
more men become caregivers for their partners. As a
response, the concept “caring masculinities” have over
the past years gained increased attention. However,
there are few critical discussions about the concept. A
critical discussion about the assumptions behind the
concept of "caring masculinity", for example that it
presupposes that men have not been involved in
caregiving before, is needed. Furthermore, the
conceptualization of “caring masculinities” gives the
impression that men who provides care are a certain kind
of man, even a new type of man, and that caring
masculinities comes with younger generations of men.
Moreover, the concept of caring masculinity gives the
impression that men can choose to provide care, while
women cannot. There is therefore no corresponding
concept for women, i. e. “caring femininity”, as women
are assumed to be natural caregivers. As such, there is a
notion that men’s lesser involvement in care is because
of their privileged position in society and women’s
involvement in care is seen as a burden for them. The aim
of this study is to problematize explicit and implicit
assumptions of “caring masculinities” and how older men
who provide care are positioned in scientific literature.
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Do We All Love The Same Old
Age Pension Schemes? Gender
And Class In Attitudes To

Distribution Principles
Hege Kittergd, Ragni & Skevik Grgdem, Anne

Institute for Social Research, Norway

When researchers ask populations in Europe to indicate
what social programs they think governments should be
responsible for, programs targeting the elderly always
achieve a high score. Old age pensions are popular, but is
there also consensus as to what sort of benefits retired
workers should receive? Is it important that minimum
levels are above the poverty line, and do most people
prefer distribution principles of equity or equality? In this
paper, we analyse results from a survey conducted in
Norway in 2019 on pension attitudes. We look at patterns
of support for two outcome variables (anti-poverty and
equity vs. equality), paying particular attention to a
potential gender gap in attitudes, which has been widely
discussed among welfare researchers in recent years. We
start from two dominant hypotheses regarding why
general levels of support for the elderly are so high,
namely the deservingness (CARIN) criteria and the life
course vs. labour market related-risk perspective, and
discuss the implications the two approaches may have for
support for various designs, overall and in terms of
gender. Our findings suggest that partners and children
influence attitudes among women, while labour market
factors are stronger drivers of attitudes among men.
Incomes however strongly predict attitudes for both men
and women for both outcome variables, suggesting that
self-interest plays an important role in opinion formation
about pension system design.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Partner Care Arrangements and
Older Europeans' Well-being:
Variations by Gender and
Welfare Context

Ginevra Floridi, Ginevra !, Quashie, Nekehia 2,
Glaser, Karen !, Brandt. Martina 2

IKing's College London; 2Technische Universitat
Dortmund

Within ageing couples, partners often fulfil each other’s
care needs. Yet, partners do not always assume (full) care
responsibilities, and a variety of care arrangements can
be observed across Europe. Previous research has
documented the negative association between
caregiving and well-being, with variations by gender and
care arrangement. However, no study to date has
examined the interrelations between partners’ care
arrangements, (potential) caregivers’ gender, and the
social welfare context in which care is embedded. We use
2015 data from the Survey of Health, Ageing and
Retirement in Europe covering 17 European countries,
with information on 3,465 couples aged 50+ where at
least one partner receives care. We examine how life
satisfaction and depressive symptoms of (potential)
caregivers vary across five care arrangements: solo-care;
shared formal; shared informal; outsourced formal; and
outsourced informal. We explore heterogeneity in this
association by gender and across four welfare regime
models (corresponding to Northern, Western, Southern
and Eastern Europe). Three results emerge: first, sharing
partners’ care with formal providers is associated with
lower well-being among women, potentially reflecting
stresses arising from inefficiencies in the coordination of
care networks. Second, outsourcing partners’ care to
formal or informal providers is linked with higher well-
being among Northern and Western European women,
but with lower well-being among women in Southern
Europe, where traditional female caregiving roles are
more normative. Third, among men, outsourcing
partners’ care to informal providers is associated with
higher life satisfaction in all welfare contexts, possibly
due to expanded social networks and relief from
caregiving roles.
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Exclusion From Social Relations
and Association With Quality of
Life Among Older Europeans:
gender differences and the
moderation effect of network
satisfaction.

Pavlidis, George !, Motel-Klingebiel, Andreas %,
Aartsen, Marja 2, Hansen, Thomas 2

1Linkoping University, Sweden; 20slo Metropolitan
University

Exclusion from social relations (ESR) in older age is
characterized by shortcomings in social relations and is
likely to have broad and important negative
consequences for quality of life (QoL). Many studies have
emphasized the importance of the social network’s
structure (e.g., social network size) and function for QoL
in older age, yet their conjoint association with network
satisfaction has been underexamined. Recent evidence
suggests that older persons’ wellbeing may be affected
by how satisfied they are with their social network,
whereas dissatisfaction when facing ESR may be stratified
by gender. This cross-sectional study set out to examine
the modifying role of network satisfaction in the
associations of ESR and QoL among 72,433 respondents
in the Survey of Health, Ageing, and Retirement in Europe
(SHARE). The results indicate that, for older persons,
having a social network, suboptimal network satisfaction
and smaller network sizes are related to QolL. Those
without social relations who are satisfied with a lack of
relations are not in a disadvantaged position in terms of
QoL compared to those who have a social network. Older
“network-less” persons with suboptimal satisfaction
levels due to a lack of relations are in the most
disadvantaged position in terms of QoL. Men seem to be
overrepresented among the “network-less” and at
greater risk of having a low QoL. It was concluded that for
both older men and older women, low Qol is more
prevalent among those who have smaller or no social
networks and suboptimal satisfaction levels, but not
among those who are content with being “network-less”.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe
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Reciprocity and exclusion

Exclusion from Social Relations
in Later Life in the Context of
Covid-19 Pandemic.

Urbaniak, Anna
University of Vienna, Austria

While there is a lot of focus in the ageing research on
social relations, there is still a potential to further
advance our understanding of exclusion from social
relations. This form of exclusion can encompass a range
of outcomes: deficient social networks, limited social
opportunities, and a lack of intimate relationships. There
is also ambiguity around how age and gender combine to
construct exclusion from social relations in the life
course. With an ageing population, more older people
living alone, and a reported increase in the levels of
loneliness, it is more important than ever to better
understand this form of exclusion. Especially in terms of
Covid-19. Unpacking how the pandemic impacts different
facets of social relations help to draw some insights into
this. Therefore the aim of this contribution is to explore
the lived experience of exclusion from social relations in
later life in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic. Data
come from the Austrian component of the GENPATH
study. The sample consisted of 30 in-depth interviews
with men and women aged 65 and over. Results show
that Covid-19 brings attention to a diverse set of
mechanisms that can impact people’s relationships. It
exposes existing weaknesses and inequalities.

106



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

Social Network Size, Loneliness,
Physical Functioning and
Depressive Symptoms Among
Older Adults: Examining
Reciprocal Associations in Four
Waves of the Longitudinal
Aging Study Amsterdam (LASA)

Domeénech-Abella, Joan , Mundd, Jordi 2

1Parc Sanitari Sant Joan de Déu, Spain; 2Department of
sociology, Universitat de Barcelona

Previous research indicates that social isolation,
loneliness, physical dysfunction and depressive
symptoms are interrelated factors, little is known about
the potential pathways among them. The aim of the
study is to analyse simultaneously reciprocal
relationships that could exist between the four factors to
clarify potential mediation effects.

Within a large representative sample of older people in
the Longitudinal Aging Study Amsterdam (LASA),
participants aged 75 and over were followed up over a
period of 11 years (four waves). We tested cross-lagged
and autoregressive longitudinal associations of social
network size, loneliness, physical functioning and
depressive symptoms using structural equation
modelling (SEM).

Several statistically significant cross-lagged associations
were found: decreasing physical functioning (Coef.=-
0.03; p<0.05), as well as social network size (Coef.=-0.02;
p<0.05), predicted higher levels of loneliness, which
predicted an increase in depressive symptoms
(Coef.=0.17; p<0.05) and further reduction of social
network (Coef.=-0.20; p<0.05). Decreasing physical
functioning also predicted an increase in depressive
symptoms (Coef.=-0.08; p<0.05). All autoregressive
associations were statistically significant.

Interventions focused on promoting social activities
among older adults after negative life events, such as loss
of social contacts or declining physical functionality, can
alleviate feelings of loneliness and act as mental health
protector.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Risk Factors for Loneliness
Among Older People in a
Nordic Regional Context —
a Longitudinal Study

Nyquvist, Fredrica !, Ndsman, Marina ?,
Hemberg, Jessica 2, Nygard, Mikael !

1Abo Akademi University, Faculty of Education and
Welfare Studies, Social Policy Unit, Finland; 2Abo
Akademi University, Faculty of Education and Welfare
Studies, Department of Caring Sciences and Health
Sciences, Finland

Although previous research suggests that loneliness
levels are lower in the Nordic countries as compared to
other European countries, knowledge regarding changes
in loneliness across time in this region is limited. The aim
of this study was, therefore, to study prevalence of
loneliness and to identify risk factors for loneliness in a
Nordic regional context over a six-year period.
Longitudinal data on 4269 older adults living in northern
parts of Sweden and western parts of Finland aged 65,
70, 75 and 80 at baseline in 2010 from the GERDA study
were analysed. Logistic regressions were used to analyse
sociodemographic, social and health-related risk factors
at baseline and changes in these for loneliness at follow-
up. The results showed that most older adults (85%) did
not suffer from loneliness in our study region. However,
three percent in the sample reported loneliness in both
study years indicating enduring and chronic loneliness.
The analyses revealed that being widowed and becoming
a widow/er as well as poor self-rated health at baseline
and the onset of depression were risk factors for
loneliness. Finally, the risk for loneliness was higher
among older people living in Sweden. The findings may
be important for policy makers and practitioners in
identifying groups at risk for loneliness. Further work is
needed to explore changes and stability in loneliness as
well as to increase the understanding of between-
country differences in loneliness.
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The De-clientification of an
Older Person. How Care
Managers Talk About a
Complex Case in Case
Conferences
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Osterholm, Johannes 3

1Centre for Social Work (CESAR), Uppsala University,
Sweden.; 2Division of Social work , Linkoping University,
Sweden; 3Division of Occupational Therapy, Linkoping
University, Sweden

There are few studies within elder care that cast light on
how case conferences function as assessments. How
older persons are categorized in case conferences are
mainly determined by how their rights to services are
processed in institutions (Gubrium et al 2016). This
presentation focuses on an older person with dementia
who has significant care needs whose case is discussed
and assessed by participants from two teams of care
managers handling cases under two different legislations
(regarding services in elder care and disability services).
The data consist of recordings of two case conference in
one Swedish social work agency. The case conferences
were analyzed using discourse analysis. Case conferences
officially have an advisory stated function. The study
however demonstrates that the talk in the conferences is
rich in arguments about priorities and how to dismiss
solutions about how to meet the older person’s needs.
Further, the arguments differ depending on which
legislation the care managers rely on. Assessments
regarding elder care services, based on the Social Service
Act, which is a framework legislation rather open for
interpretations, relies more on cultural arguments. The
case conference regarding disability services, which are
granted under the ‘Act Concerning Support and Services
to Persons with Certain Functional Impairments’, which is
a civil rights legislations which gives clearer directives,
encompasses more legal and organizational arguments.
In making case conferences visible as everyday
assessment practices, the findings also highlights a de-
clientificating process which is directed by categorization
of the older person where cultural, organizational as well
as legislative arguments are at play.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Fading In, Fading Out: Profiles
and Predictors of Labor
Market Participation among

Older Adults in Germany
Mergenthaler, Andreas & Cihlar, Volker

Federal Institute for Population Research, Germany

Changes in pension legislation and a higher propensity to
work have led to prolonged labor market participation in
later adulthood in Germany. Against this background, the
paper examines which transitional profiles from labor
market participation to retirement can be identified. In
particular, the paper focuses on profiles that are
characterized by a temporary return to the labor market
after retirement. A longitudinal sample from three waves
and two intermediate short questionnaires of the study
“Transitions and Old Age Potential” (TOP) was used for
the analysis (N=745) resulting in five measurement
points. The results of theory-guided coding reveal five
profiles of labor market transition: “Permanently full-
time” (25.8%), “Permanently part-time” (13.7%), “Fading
out to zero from full-time” (23.5%), “Fading out to zero
from part-time” (17.2%) and “Volatile labor market
participation  (19.9%). To observe
socioeconomic and occupational differences between

individual,

the profiles of labor market transitions within a push- and
pull-framework, a multinomial logistic regression was
conducted. The findings show that push factors (e. g. low
education, health-related functional limitations, mental
or physical strain at work) have a greater explanatory
power than pull-factors (e. g. financial situation,
employment status of the partner, financial support of
children or grandchildren). The results reveal that
women, older people and employees with a lower socio-
economic status are more likely to be in the volatile group
compared to those who are permanently working full-
time. Therefore, the volatile group not only reflects new
forms of employment in later adulthood, but is also
relevant in terms of social policy.
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Violence Against Older People
in Nursing Homes: Subject’s
Narratives and Representations

Lemos, Rute ?, Dias, Isabel !, Lopes, Alexandra
2, Henriques, Ana 3, Fraga, Silvia 3

linstitut of Sociology - University of Porto, Portugal;
2Department of Sociology - University of Porto, Portugal;
3Institut of Public Health of University of Porto

This paper discusses the preliminary results of the
ongoing Ph.D. work entitled "The subjective construction
of abuse of elder abuse: narratives and discourses in the
first person" financed by FCT. The research analyzes the
social representations that people aged 60+, both victims
and non-victims of abuse, have about the phenomenon
of abuse of older people. This qualitative study used data
from in-depth semi-structured interviews, with 45
community-dwelling persons aged 60+.

The main findings point to the notion that nursing homes
for older people are places of risk to exposure to multiple
forms of abuse. The institutional settings and their
professionals are seen as potential aggressors, within a
narrative that sees the abuse as a betrayal of trust of
those who have the responsibility to guarantee the well-
being of older people. At the same time, the decision of
adult children to institutionalize their parents is
perceived as a form of family abandonment. Finally, in
the narratives about violence in nursing homes, the
abstract agent of The State and The Policies emerges as a
category of aggressors. This is related primarily to a
representation of abuse as neglect, lack of recognition of
the social value of older people, and violations of rights.
The institutionalization of older people is thus
represented as a form of violence, involving different
types of aggressors.

The preliminary findings point to a negative image of
institutional settings and reinforce the need for policies
tackling issues of quality of care for older people.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Justice for Family Carers of
Older People — Can the concept

of wellbeing help?
Cheshire-Allen, Maria

Swansea University, United Kingdom

The inequalities laid bare by the Covid-19 pandemic have
had particular implications for the wellbeing of family
carers of older people. This article considers these
impacts from a social justice perspective, drawing on
elements of the ethics of care and the capabilities
approach and findings from interviews with 30 family
carers in Wales, UK during the initial months of
‘lockdown’ in 2020. In the interviews, key themes emerge
around the sense of loss, poorer outcomes, ‘caring
solidarity’ and its absence, and concerns about the
dominant discourse on care. Though rooted in the
specifics of the pandemic experience, all have wider
implications for how we understand wellbeing itself and
particular in its application to questions of social justice.
We argue for the value of an extended conception of
wellbeing — one that avoids the individualistic tendencies
of some accounts and incorporates the importance of
relationality and extrinsic material factors.
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Ageing and Covid-19

“We Should Be at the Back of
the Line”: A Frame Analysis of
Old Age within the Distribution
Order of the COVID Vaccine

Diane Allen, Laura !, Zofia Odziemczyk,
Idalina?, Perek-Biatas, Jolanta 3, Ayalon, Liat?

1Louis and Gabi Weisfeld School of Social Work, Bar-llan
University, Ramat Gan, Israel; 2Doctoral School in the
Social Sciences, Jagiellonian University, Cracow, Poland;
3Institute of Sociology and Center of Evaluation and
Public Policy Analysis, Jagiellonian University, Cracow,
Poland

The goal of this paper is to explore the perceptions of
older people in the context of establishing the order for
the coronavirus vaccination. This study involves a frame
analysis of the online comments on a December 10th
New York Times article about the U.S. recommendations
for distributing the coronavirus vaccine. “Frame” in this
paper is understood as a constructed definition of a
situation (cf. Goffman 1974) created by selecting some
aspects of a perceived reality and making them more
salient in a communicating text (cf. Entman 1993, p. 52).
We explore what frames are used in the comments
discussion to situate older people within the context of a
limited vaccine and what social criteria commenters use
to determine the right, morally justified position of this
group for vaccination. We are interested in the
commenters’ critical reflections of the frames presented
in the newspaper article, as well as the justified
vaccination order they propose.

Based on the analysis of 228 comment threads, two
frames for a priority order emerged: vulnerability and
social contribution. In the first frame, we find that
commenters consistently equate old age to vulnerability
without hesitation. Within the second frame, older
commenters apply an ageist perspective to themselves
and present their role as no longer contributors to the
common good. Therefore, they offer their place in the
order to groups considered more essential or at greater
risk. Implications of these [self-]ageist stereotypes during
the coronavirus pandemic will be discussed.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Portraying The Elderly As
Scapegoats for Covid 19 In
Romanian Public Discourses

Oancea, Veronica
University of Bucharest, Romania

It has been one year since Covid-19 polarized the public
discourse on many aspects, the elders’ situation being
one of the points of contention.

In societies where the economic crisis has emerged
because of lockdowns and pandemic restrictions,
justified especially through risks that are differentiated
by generation, ageist discourses have re-surfaced and
intensified.

In this study | analyze discourses on the elderly from the
Romanian mass-media in the last year, highlighting an
evolving typology of ageist stereotypes and public
responses of generational solidarity.

We live in a society based on a meritocracy and that
promotes very much the young population that produces
palpable economic income, income sustaining all
population, including elders who are perceived as
consumers only.

These recent realities created friction in what concerns
the older segment of the population, which are very
much on the verge of creating them the social scapegoat
for the current situation. The elder is artificially
portraited as unworthy to consume the resources he
does not currently contribute to making.

Recent pandemic-fueled discourses in Romania highlight
imputed guilt of the elders for being so many and for
being so fragile in front of the virus, realities that cost the
society money. Such scapegoating arguments externalize
and individualize responsibility, while alternative
discourses  discuss structural factors: economic
vulnerabilities due to political choices, corruption, and
short-sighted societal vision that led to the blocking of
the health system and to the economic crisis.

My analysis documents how the present has many
versions, socially constructed by general beliefs or by the
public discourse, with unexpected and, sometimes,
unfair consequences on different population segments,
shaping the future development of society.
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Covid-19 and Older People’s
SM Use in Everyday Life.
Results from a Qualitative
Study Carried out in the First
Lockdown Area in Europe
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1University of Milano Bicocca, Italy; 2University of
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The containment measures that many Governments
adopted to contrast the Covid-19 outbreak are based on
the physical distancing principles, e.g., the lockdown.
These measures are likely to have a significant impact on
older people, having suddenly disrupted everyday lives
and daily routines, i.e. the main milieu that fosters
“ontological security" (Giddens 1991). Indeed, everyday
life reinforces a sense of identity and biographical
continuity generated by the repetition of social
relationships and events. In this work, we describe the
changes that Covid-19 brought about in older people’s
everyday lives and the strategies that were enacted to
recreate a new everyday life. We focus on the role played
by older people's SM use in contrasting the social
consequences of the lockdown. We analyze data from a
unique qualitative case study conducted between May
and July 2020 on a purposive sample of 40 men and
women aged 65 and over, living in the 10 municipalities
located in the province of Lodi (southern part of Milan)
and belonging to Europe’s first Covid-19 ‘Red Zone’. We
collected data through semi-structured interviews
carried out using video-calls (e.g., WhatsApp, Google
Meet, Skype). To analyze the data, we performed a
thematic-descriptive analysis, using Nvivo 12. Patterns
are identified by contrasting and comparing each theme
with the others and, in turn, with the theoretical
framework. This constant comparison method is
followed until intersubjective agreement amongst the
research team is reached. Results show several patterns
of SM use amongst older people, highlighting the key role
it played in adjusting to the social consequences of the
lockdown. Moreover, SM use also represented a useful
means to challenge social isolation.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe
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Meaningfulness in among Frail
Older Adults receiving home-
based care

Hemberg, Jessica !, Ndsman, Marina ?,
Nyqvist, Fredrica 3

1Abo Akademi University, Finland; 2Abo Akademi
University, Finland; 3Abo Akademi University, Finland

Background: Meaningfulness is a fundamental aspect in
the promotion of frail older adults’ health and well-being.
From a salutogenic point of view, meaningfulness is a
vital component of a Sense of coherence (SOC), since
having a strong SOC aids toward assembling the
resources needed to cope with stressors and manage
tensions with success. In order to respond to the
challenges of population aging and the need to enable
frail older adults to live at home for as long as possible, it
is important to explore their meaningfulness in the
context of home-based care.

Aim: A salutogenic framework was used to study
meaningfulness. The aim was to explore what promotes
meaningfulness among frail older adults.

Method: The study uses a hermeneutical approach and
has a qualitative design. In total, 17 frail older adults were
interviewed. The data was analyzed by content analysis.
Results: The results uncovered four themes that the
respondents considered important in enhancing
meaningfulness in daily life: home care personnel,
outdoor activities and green spaces, cultural activities
and spirituality. Important aspects that promotes
meaningfulness among frail older adults are depicted and
discussed.

Conclusion: Our study revealed the important role of
home care personnel as a resource in promoting
meaningfulness in the context of home-based care.
Hence, this group should be given sufficient resources,
knowledge and competence for enabling meaningfulness
and thus a SOC amongst frail older adults.
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A Home, an Institution and a
Community — Frames of Social
Relationships and Interaction in
Assisted Living

Tuominen, Katariina ¥*#, Pietila, llkka®*, Jylh3,
Marja ¥** Pirhonen, Jari *

1Tampere University, Finland; 2University of Helsinki,
Finland; 3Gerontology Research Center (GEREC); “Centre
of Excellence in Research on Ageing and Care (CoE
AgeCare)

Assisted living facilities are presented as the older
person’s home, but at the same time they are defined by
institutional and communal characteristics.  This
multifaceted social environment calls for a perspective
that considers different interpretations of social
situations. Thus, in this study we look at social
relationships and interaction in assisted living using
Goffman's concept of frame (1974) as an analytical lens.
The aim is to find out how home, institution and
community frames define social relationships of older
people in assisted living facilities.

The data consists of observations, one group discussion
and ten individual interviews with residents in an assisted
living facility. Data analysis was based on a theory driven
approach where the reading and grouping of the data
were guided by the concept of frame.

The three frames define social relationships and
interaction differently. The home frame was
characterized by the meaningfulness, spontaneousness
and informality of social relationships and interaction. In
contrast, social relationships and interaction appeared
formal and distant in the institution frame. The
community frame was characterized by the ambiguity of
the rules of interaction and of opportunities for
spontaneous interaction and relationships.

The findings suggest that the idea of frames could be
used to create a deeper understanding of how different
interpretations of social environment can affect the
realization of successful social life in assisted living.
Understanding of frames could be used to avoid
misunderstandings and conflicts, to enhance home-
likeness and thus to improve well-being in assisted living.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Between Themselves And
Others: Home Care Work In

Old Age
Rabain, Thibault

Université de Nantes, France

This conference offers an ecological approach to home
care work in a working-class world driven by the
combination of a dispositionist sociology and an
interactionist sociology. It will mobilize repeated
interviews and observations collected during an
ethnographic survey carried out between 2017 and 2020
among people aged 68 to 98 living in a working-class
district of Nantes (France).

The desire shared by many elders to live in ordinary
housing - despite sometimes serious difficulties - invited
me to question the methods of production and
delegation of all the tasks that allow an elderly person to
live in his dwelling. What is called home support work
cross several work settings since old people can do these
tasks themselves or have them done by relatives such as
professionals.

After having outlined the terms of the research, |
underline the primacy of domestic self-sufficiency in
working-class environments thanks to attention to the
trade-offs made by old people between the forms of
delegation of home support work. This focus makes it
possible to observe the modes in which they are
perceived and used the dependencies by this population.
Finally the conference will focus on how to maintain self-
sufficiency, both by spreading aid and accepting living
conditions perceived by oneself as difficult. The people
we meet struggle to maintain domestic self-sufficiency
because this is the way with they gain the legitimacy to
decide for themselves about their own way of life.
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Transnationalism vs.
Translocalism: Comparing
International and Internal
Migrants

Oana Ciobanu, Ruxandra; Ludwig-Dehm,
Sarah; Dones, Luna

University of Geneva, Switzerland

Transnationalism and translocalism are studied solely
among international migrants. This, in spite of the fact
that internal migrants maintain contact to home
communities similar to international migrants. Yet, such
transnational or translocal practices are rarely compared
among international and internal migrants. In this paper,
we draw on an original survey conducted in Switzerland
and ltaly among 1600 respondents. The two study
populations we compare in this paper are: international
migrants from southern Italy to Switzerland and internal
migrants from southern to northern Italy. The sample is
stratified by age (65 to 74 and 75+) and gender. The two
groups of migrants are highly comparable as both
migration flows occurred at almost the same time —
following the Second World War — motivated by the
search for labour opportunities, and both international
and internal migrants experienced discrimination.

This innovative survey allows us to compare trans-

national and trans-local practices. The questions we set

out to answer are:

i.  Which common trans-national/ -local practices can
be identified among international and internal
migrants?

ii. Which factors shape trans-national/ -local
practices?

iii. Is the ‘trans-nationalism’ of international migrants
focused on the region of origin or on the country of
origin?

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Spotting Good Ageing:
Using Welfare Theory of
Health to Frame the Agency
of Older Adults with
Immigrant Backgrounds to
Attain Good Ageing

Johansson, Carl !, Asztalos Morell, Ildiké ¥,
Lindberg, Daniel 1; Gustafsson, Lena-Karin !

IMaélardalen University, Sweden; 2Swedish University of
Agriculture, Sweden

Spotting good ageing- using the welfare theory of health
to frame the agency of older adults with immigrant
background to reach the good ageing

Care providers for older adult with immigrant
background in Sweden find themselves in a paradox.
Individuals and associations call for culturally sensitive
elderly care. But implementing such care comes with a
risk of over-culturizing needs and behaviors. Such over-
cauterizations carry's great risk of missing information or
misinterpret care recipients and enhances the negative
picture of the problematic immigrant. To find balance in
this paradox, we applied the welfare theory of health
(WTH) to grasp a new understanding of the phenomena
and draw a holistic picture of a person's needs and
resources available to achieve a good ageing, reaching
beyond the cultural paradox.

We used semi-structured interviews with older adults
with immigrant background in Sweden framing their
needs with the Welfare theory of health. The interview
material was analyzed with thematic analysis. Combining
the welfare theory of health and immaterial capital
theories gave a holistic theoretical approach to the good
ageing. This took departure from the agency of older
adults, mitigating the gap between their vital life goals
and the available resources to reach these goals.
Although the informants wanted caring interventions
from close family (as a cultural preference), we could
identify distinct responses to mitigate the diminished
trust older adults had in the capability of welfare
institutions to provide adequate elderly care.
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Social Services Demands
From International
Retirement Migrants (IRM)
Settled In Spain When They
Are Facing The Lack Of
Personal Autonomy

Martinez-Cassinello, Rafael
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain

This paper presents the first results of the research
project: “The retirement of Europe: The impact of
retirement migration on the Social Services”.

Results are based on qualitative phone interviews to
Social Services Managers in municipalities where more
than one third of elderly residents (65+), hold a European
nationality (other than the Spanish). For instance, 122
municipalities matched with these characteristics.

In this paper we describe different responses offered by
European retirees living in Spain when they get older,
loose capacities and require some assistance. The
distinctive feature is they don’t have family support
nearby and have to rely on other actors such as social
network, markets or the public Social Services. Especial
focus will be paid on the Covid impact in the mentioned
areas for IRMs.

In that sense home care provided by public institutions,
but sometimes it is not enough. In some other cases they
request caregivers in private based in the area. In cases
where the elderly have high incomes, they afford hiring
home assistance, to be cared for. Likewise, high solidarity
networks are formed among the elders community,
offering assistance each other informally. However, this
aid becomes insufficient to the extent that the
dependence level is increasing. Residences is also
another option. Thereby cohousing, is still marginal.
Professional care givers recommend preferentially
support provided at home.

In the face of increasing constraints on autonomy, and
the extreme dependence, they return to their countries
of origin, instigated by their descendants, who can easily
provide their assistance.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Contacts with Children and
Subjective Wellbeing: Do
the Relationships Differ For
Older Migrants and Natives
in Europe?

Valeria Bordone, Valeria !, Arpino, Bruno 2, De
Valk, Helga 3

1University of Vienna, Austria; 2University of Florence,
Italy; 3NIDI & University of Groningen, The Netherlands

Previous studies have demonstrated, on the one hand, an
association between intergenerational relationships and
life satisfaction and, on the other hand, differences in life
satisfaction between migrants and natives. We examine
similarities and differences in life satisfaction of older
Europeans by migration background (whether bornin the
country of residence) across four European regions and
intergenerational solidarity. In this respect, we consider
associational solidarity (contacts) between older parents
and adult children. Life satisfaction is used as an indicator
of subjective well-being (SWB) in later life. We carry out
models including interaction effects between immigrant
status and the categories of contact and distance, using
data from the Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in
Europe (waves 2, 4, 5, 6). Our results show that the lower
the frequency of contacts with the children, the lower the
life satisfaction of the parents both among immigrants
and natives. For both women and men, parents with no
contact to their children show the lowest levels of life
satisfaction, significantly below the life satisfaction of
childless individuals. Such a negative effect is stronger for
immigrants, especially among women. Further steps will
consider geographical proximity, number of children and
grandparental childcare as additional explanatory
variables that might show differential effects on life
satisfaction between immigrants and natives in later life.
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Civic Participation as a
Promoter of Active Aging:
Comparative Analysis among
European Countries

Vega-Tinoco, Andrea; Gil-Lacruz, Ana Isabel;
Gil-Lacruz, Marta

University of Zaragoza, Spain

This work arises as a result of our previous research,
which determined the causal effect of civic participation
on the well-being of European elders. As an extension of
the aforementioned study, the objective of the present
research is to identify and analyze the differences
between European welfare systems regarding both civic
participation and well-being.

For this purpose, we used the cross-sectional data from
the 9 waves of the European Social Survey (ESS 2002-
2018). We have considered people born before 1965 in
14 countries: Belgium, Finland, France, Germany,
Hungary, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. As
an empirical strategy, the logistic multilevel regression
and ANOVA techniques were performed.

Significant differences in well-being were observed, with
Anglo-Saxon elders being the healthiest, and the Nordic
the happiest and most satisfied with their lives. In
contrast, Eastern European seniors scored the lowest
levels of well-being. Also, Nordic countries are the most
civically engaged, followed by Continental and Anglo-
Saxon, while Eastern and Mediterranean countries
engage the least. However, the impact of civic
participation on health is strongest for the Eastern and
Anglo-Saxon countries, while its impact on satisfaction
and happiness is highest for the Nordic countries.

Also, in general, all forms of civic participation show a
positive influence on the well-being of the elderly in all
welfare systems, especially when involving in political
parties. However, these effects differ across nations and
should therefore be considered by policy makers.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

New Challenges in the Process
of Growing Old: Active Aging
and the Use of ICT by Older
People in Brazil and Portugal

Azevedo, Celiana
Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal

The aging of the population and diffusion of information
and communication technologies have created
alterations in social relations by placing new challenges
at the individual, family and social life. Brazil and Portugal
have higher percentages of elderly (IBGE, 2020; INE,
2020), but whose ownership and use of ICT are still low
(CGl.br, 2019; Obercom, 2019). In this sense, this paper
discusses the relationship between elderly and ICT in
Brazil and Portugal having the objective of answering the
following question: in what ways the uses and the
ownership of ICT influence on active aging of people with
60 years or more? We consider the concept of active
aging, the social context in which the elderly is inserted,
theories and theoretical models related to the aging
process and the use of ICT - life course theory; the
concept of generation; the selective optimization with
compensation model; the theory of innovation of
successful aging; and activity theory.

We used a qualitative methodological approach through
the non-participant observation, focus groups and semi-
structured interviews. The sample was composed of 36
persons, Brazilian and Portuguese between 60 and 84
years old, who attended computer classes in senior
universities.

The results showed that the social context and the life
course influence how they deal with ICT building up the
social interactions and increasing the frequency of
communication inside and outside the family and
between generations; the uses of ICT influence on the
process of active aging with positive effects, but not
totally free of negative consequences.
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Senior Volunteering: The Role
Of Trust And Economic
Inequality

Sanchez-Garcia, Julia; Gil-Lacruz, Ana lsabel;
Gil-Lacruz, Marta

University of Zaragoza, Spain

One of the major aims in public health today is to reduce
the negative effects of increasing age. Voluntary activity
is an example of active ageing, fostering social relations
and economic growth. However, much of the research so
far has focused on the beneficial effects of civic
participation (Taghian, Polonsky and D'Souza, 2019),
without considering the determinants that may lead an
older person to volunteer. Therefore, this study focuses
on analysing the influence of trust (generalised,
interpersonal and institutional) and economic inequality
in a country on senior volunteering in its different
categories.

The main contributions of the study are: (1) to examine
how generalised and interpersonal trust influences the
decision to volunteer among seniors, (2) to analyse how
institutional trust influences volunteer participation, (3)
to explore whether a country's economic inequality
influences volunteering in its different categories (Social
Awareness, Professional and Political, Education and
Leisure, and Religion). Data are drawn from the World
Values Survey (2005-2009, 2010-2014, 2017-2020) and
the World Bank (2020) for the year in which the data
were collected. Consequently, econometric estimation
techniques and multilevel logit models (STATA:
xtmelogit) are performed to assess the influence of trust
and economic inequality on senior volunteering.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

“Prevention is More Fun than
Dementia” — The Challenges of
Framing Dementia by the
Discourse of Active Ageing

Hasmanova Marhankova, Jaroslava
Charles University, Czech Republic

The discourse on active ageing represents a key
framework of policies whose aim is to formulate visions
for ageing societies and (re)define meanings associated
with life in older age. A set of critical voices were raised
pointing out the problematic impact of such discourses
on stigmatization of fourth age subjectivities. This paper
builds on those critical responses and analyses how the
discourse of active ageing impact on the representations
of dementia. Dementia in many ways represents an
antithesis to the popular images of active ageing. In this
paper | argue that although representations of dementia
are marginalized in (and by) the discourse on active
ageing, they are simultaneously integrated into such
discourse. Following my previous research, the paper
highlights three significant frameworks of the concept of
active ageing: individualization of responsibility for one’s
own ageing, active ageing as life-course project and the
idea of activity as a way to happy ageing. Using the
example of social policy documents and media
representations of dementia in Czech Republic, this
paper shows how those frameworks impact on the
representation of dementia. Dementia is through those
frameworks integrated into the project of active ageing. |
will argue that such representations do not contribute to
the destigmatization of dementia or to a more inclusive
approach to active ageing but contrary lead to the
strengthening of the notion of dementia as a failure in the
“project” of active ageing leaving the very idea of active
ageing unchallenged.
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“We’ve Never Discussed That”
— Discussion and
Non-discussion About

Religion and Meaning in

Life of Older Finns

Spannari, Jenni; Tervo-Niemela, Kati; Kallatsa,
Laura

University of Eastern Finland, Finland

For many older adults, in certain cohorts and cultural
contexts such as Finns belonging to baby boomer and
preceding generations, the search for meaning in life has
taken place in a religious framework (e.g., Niemeld 2011).
At the same time, silence and quietude are sometimes
described as a ‘natural way of being’ for a Finnish person.
(Carbaugh et al. 2006) But if one does not discuss values,
worldview, religion and meaning in life, how can those be
created — and transmitted to others?

This paper explores the early findings of the Finnish sub-
project of the five-country research project “The
transmission of religion across generations.” The paper
draws from three-generation interviews and family
portrayals done in 12 Finnish families. The focus is on
questions related to discussing and non-discussing
religious and meaning-related issues.

Akey result is, that in many families the oldest generation
was very unfamiliar with speaking about their personal
religiosity, convictions and meaning of life, be it with
family members or with friends. In contrast, the younger
generations were increasingly accustomed to discussing
these issues. This paper discusses the cultural change
related to that, but also explores the life course factors at
play. The paper provides new insight for the study of
meaning in different cultural contexts, and lays a
foundation to practical applications for meaning-related
discussion activities for older persons.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Aging Couples, Individualization

and the End of Agency
Klingel, Markus

TU Dortmund, Germany, Bremen International Graduate
School of Social Science

With increasing life expectancy, late life has become a
longer, crucial part of the individualized life course. New
opportunities, tasks and decisions emerged. This has also
changed normative frames of aging, with an emphasis on
agency and individual autonomy. What does aging mean
for individualized actors? How do norms of successful
aging reflect on aging couples?

Autonomy ideals and successful aging norms can be
activating. Yet, they can become dysfunctional when
actors are not able to live up to them any longer. Aging,
functional losses and approaching death can threaten
couples' well-being, homeostasis and functionality. In the
worst case, successful aging norms could weaken intra-
dyadic solidarity when it is needed the most: in late life.
This mixed-methods longitudinal study stretches along
three observations across five years and focuses on
findings at time point 3. The final sample consists of 8
German couples (78-86 years old, 50-65 years married,
high relationship satisfaction, white, urban). How do
aging couples negotiate, decide and act on aging,
autonomy and death?

Results show that couples have internalized autonomy
ideals and benefit by influencing their health positively.
However, this becomes ambivalent as the future is
perceived increasingly as beyond individual control.
Acceptance of losses is thus difficult, autonomy ideals
burdensome and death salient. Overall, the dyad is still a
functional stronghold in late life and against aging. Yet,
this can threaten the functional, sometimes even the
emotional unity of aging couples. Four patterns of self-
dyad dynamics emerged and will be discussed as
examples of individualized aging.
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Multiple Layers of Uncertainty:
Palliative Psychotherapy at a
Time of Coronavirus

Ramsay-Jones, Esther
Open University, United Kingdom

This presentation will be an exploration of the way in
which the social context, both the emotional and political
impact of the coronavirus pandemic, enters into the
psychotherapeutic work with older dying patients and
their family members, often both paralleling and
distracting from the immediacy of the life-limiting
condition.

The paper will draw from anonymised vignettes, along
with the psychoanalytic theory of Melanie Klein (1952) in
which some of the social defenses -such as splitting - that
have been employed by populations around the globe in
the face of far-reaching anxiety stirred up by the
pandemic have also powerfully found their ways into
therapeutic support groups, with divisions of them and us
surfacing in weekly meets. In line with society at large,
this paper will also consider the way in which a move to
online therapeutic practice - a necessary measure of
protection at certain points of lockdown - has also meant
that often the most in need, dependent and unwell older
people have been the least able to benefit from the
emotional and psychological care vital at the end of life,
exacerbating and mirroring a pre-existing social
inequality.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Older People's Attitude
Towards Death and Death
Preparation.

Kalnina, Diana; Rungule, Ritma; Senkane, Silva
Riga Stradins University, Latvia

Death and dying affect people of all ages, but as they age,
attitudes towards it become more acceptable, practical
and more business-like.

Based on a representative survey of the Latvian
population (N=1003) on death and dying (September-
October 2020), we compared the attitudes of people of
different ages towards death, their views on desirable
conditions of death and preparation for death.

The Death Attitude Profile-Revised (DAP-R) was used to
study attitudes towards dying and death. Translation and
validation of this instrument (multidimensional
measurement) was performed. Analysis of the survey
data showed that older respondents were less afraid and
more accepting of death as a reality and as an escape
than younger participants. Approach Acceptance
(dimension implies a belief in a happy afterlife) and
Escape Acceptance (dimension captures positive
attitudes towards death in light of suffering) are more
common in the elderly.

Regarding the desired conditions of death, most
respondents want to die without pain and suffering,
compared to other age groups, older people are more
likely to die at home, in the presence of relatives, as well
as sudden death.

As age increases, the proportion of respondents who
believe that they should prepare for death increases,
aged 64-75 this is acknowledged by 51.5% of respondents
(39% in total). Respondents of different ages have
different perceptions of what needs to be done in
preparation for death. The need to prepare a will is
acknowledged by people of all ages, but the need to save
money for a funeral is more acknowledged by
respondents over 45, while the need to take care of a
place in a cemetery and suitable clothing is more
acknowledged by respondents over 65.
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Shaping Long-term Care for
Older Adults in Italy:

The Role of General
Practitioners and Geriatricians

Degiuli, Francesca
Fairleigh Dickinson University, United States of America

Research on the relationship between long-term care and
immigrant labor has traditionally focused on the triangle
involving state, market, and families to understand how
the organization of long-term care comes into place.
Little to no attention, however, has been paid to the role
of doctors in generating and sustaining these labor
relationships. This paper begins to fill this gap by
exploring how Italian general practitioners and
geriatricians, both directly and/or indirectly, influence
the decisions of aging adults and their families in
designing individual long-term care projects which often
involve hiring immigrant homecare assistants. The paper
is based on qualitative interviews and participant
observation at regional and national scientific
conferences. A preliminary analysis of the data provides
insights on the importance of these actors in naturalizing
these relationships of labor, downplaying, in the process,
larger economic and political decisions concerning older
adults long-term care and its provision.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Innovating Long-term Care
Systems in a Comparative
Perspective in Covid 19
Pandemic Time: a Comparison
of Recent Developments in Italy
and Germany

Casanova, Georgia %, Lamura, Giovanni ?,
Gori, Cristiano 3, Teti, Andrea *

Polibienstar - Research Institute on Social Welfare
Policy -University of Valencia; 2IRCSS INRCA National
Institute of Health & Science on Ageing, Centre for
Socio-Economic Research on Ageing; 3Sociology and
Social Research Department — University of Trento;
4Institute of Gerontology — University of Vechta

Italy and Germany represent two different care regimes
(Schulmann et al., 2014), with specific peculiarities in
terms of demographic trends, families' characteristics,
care needs and system response to these needs. The
Italian family-based care system is characterized by a high
demand for care, a high provision of informal and low
formal care. In Germany, a medium/high demand for care
is met by a medium/low level of informal are and a
medium level of formal care. This studywants to compare
both countries’ long-term care (LTC) systems to identify
the main innovations promoted by them, including social
innovations (as defined by the European Commission,
2013). An additional aim is to understand how
innovations may better support responsiveness at the
system level, by contrasting emerging care needs due to
the Covid-19 health and social emergency in the two
countries. A rapid review of the literature, supported by
secondary data from national and international official
sources, allowed us to identify the two LTC systems’ main
characteristics, capacity to meet care needs, and main
innovations. These findings were validated by means of
expert interviews, which identified their implications in
terms of possible future applications to LTC systems in a
European perspective, underlining what makes these
measures a good example of "social innovation" also in
pandemic times like the current ones.
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Ageing, Long Term Care,
Poverty and Socio-economic
Deprivation of Families: Results
from a Scoping Review

1

Martarelli, Rossella !, Casanova, Georgia 2%,

Belletti, Francesco 3, Lamura, Giovanni !

1JRCCS INRCA National Institute of Health & Science on
Ageing, Centre for Socio-Economic Research on Ageing;
2polibienstar - Research Institute on Social Welfare
Policy - University of Valencia; 3CISF International Center
for Family Studies

Poverty and population ageing are two important topics
in the current international debate on social policies. This
scoping review aims at widening this debate to the issue
of socio-economic deprivation of families with older
people to take care of, by focussing primarily on non-
European low-income countries (on account of the large
variety of mixed studies). The last economic crisis —
strengthened by the indirect effects of the current Covid-
19 pandemic — is pushing for an increased attention to
the combined effect of these social issues. Our study is
part of a cross-national research effort promoted by the
International Family Monitor, a research project finalised
at analysing the real living conditions of families
worldwide (https://www.familymonitor.net). Aligned
with Munn et al. (2018), this review aims to: identify the
type of available evidence; clarify the main key-concepts
used, with particular regard to older care and the
difficulties experienced by family caregivers; identify the
methods applied by the existing studies; select the
factors linked to the relationships between ageing and
socio-economic deprivation of families; track any
possible conceptual gap in order to inspire further
researches. This study considers the seven phases
proposed by Lockwood et al. (2018) for implementing a
scoping review. Our expected findings will emphasise the
multidimensionality of poverty, on the assumption that
material deprivation is strongly connected with
relational, educational and/or job deficiency. This review
will also provide evidence on the relationship between
the costs for older people with ADL limitations and the
poverty of their families.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe
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Depictions of Aging and Old-
age Vulnerability in Slovene

daily newspapers
Gerdina, Otto

University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

From a social constructionist approach, media
representations can give us important insights into how
vulnerability and old age are constructed. The media are
important sources of information when the majority of
the population does not have frequent contact with the
social group in question as is the case with older people.
Although Slovenian research has brought attention on
how age and ageing are portrayed in the daily media, no
attention has been paid to how newspaper reporting on
old age has changed over time, nor to whether certain
dimensions, dynamics and relations of old-age related
risks have received media attention at the expense of
others. A detailed account of how much attention daily
newspapers pay to the context when reporting on the
intersection of vulnerability and old age can help to
assess the implications media coverage on the quality of
life of older people. The aim of the study on which this
presentation is based, is to shed light on the contexts in
which the representations of old age changed in daily
newspapers in Slovenia in the period 2004 - 2018. This
presentation will highlight the results of a quantitative
and qualitative content analysis on the longitudinal
changes in media representations at the intersection of
vulnerability and old age. The results will be interrogated
against the backdrop that scholarship on media
representations of old age provide.
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New Communication
Technologies in the Elderly
Communication Practices

Bukowski, Andrzej
Jagiellonian University, Poland

Social isolation of the elderly has been indicated among
the major problems contemporary societes cope with
over the last years. During pandemic it is even more
severe. Spatial isolation of old persons is required to
protect them against COVID-19 infection, but apparently
it is painful to digitally excluded ones. Explaining factors
decisive for readiness of seniors to use new technologies
is crucial in combating digital exclusion and in
consequence social exclusion.

To solve this problem a performative-praxiological
approach is proposed. It has been elaborated on the basis
of the theory of social practices (TSP) and particularly on
the notion of sociomateriality. According to this
perspective acceptance of new communication
technologies and their assimilation will be affected by
mechanisms of new technologies "embedding" in the
elderly communication practices, understood as
comprehensive complexes of bodily movements, of
forms of interpreting, knowing how and wanting and of
the usage of things", that together form the day-to-day
ways of contacting with other persons. There are four
basic aspects of the proccess: (1) interactions between
technology demands and bodily-mental limits of users;
(2) day-to-day operation (with its history of successes and
failures); (3) introducing new elements of communication
into well-established rutines and habits; (4) dynamic
connections with other practices.

During the presentation preliminary results of pilot
research conducted in several Senior’ Activity Centers in
Krakow (Poland) will be presented. Due to pandemic all
the centers had to change the form of classes for on-line
only. The research were run among seniors who decided
/ were able to take part in on-line form of the classes and
with those who were not / resigned from and lost contact
with the Centers.

RNO1 | Ageing in Europe

Rights, Responsibilities and
Claims making: A Case Study Of
The Representation Of Elder
Care In The Media

Nilsson, Magnus
Linképing University, Sweden

Public opinion regarding the organization of welfare and
elder care, as well as how the right to care is articulated,
are issues that have mainly been studied as expressions
of individual attitudes or conflicting ideologies. By
contrast, and departing from an understanding of the
importance of context and societal rhetoric, this study is
designed as a case study of the rhetorical landscape of
elder care in public discourse in Sweden. The study circles
around a TV documentary about problems in elder care
that was aired in early 2020, just before the pandemic.
The analysis focuses on how the issues were framed in
the documentary but also on how different actors in
news media and on the TV-channels Facebook page
reacted to the claims in the documentary and how
different actors used the documentary for their own
aims.

The study departs from a discourse analytical perspective
and the analytical focus is on how the rights to elder care
and the rights of users of elder care are articulated in
relation to what the problems of the organization of elder
are represented to be.
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RNO1_T10_02 | Work
and employment (iii)

Labour Market Participation
And Cognitive Decline At Older
Ages: Evidence From Germany

Trahms, Annette !, Romeu Gordo, Laura ?

1IAB, Institute for Employment Research, Germany; 2DZA,
German Centre of Gerontology, Germany

Ageing of the population is one of the main societal
challenges in most of the western economies. In order to
react to demographic change the legally required
retirement age in Germany has been increased to 67
years and is under discussion whether it needs to be
further delayed. On the one hand, prolonging the
participation of older people in the labour market is
important to moderate the financial impact of
demographic change. On the other hand, and this is the
focus of this paper, labour market participation might
help to maintain cognitive abilities for elderly. These are
also important in order to remain active and independent
in old age as long as possible.

The analysis is based on data of the National Educational
Panel Study (NEPS) adult starting cohort. The NEPS
provides data on the life course, educational and
employment histories. Furthermore, NEPS provides data
on the development of competencies over throughout
the life course. Therefore, the data allows observing a
change in cognitive performance in reading and
mathematical competencies between the years 2011 and
2017 and labour participation between these two points
in time.

Our results show that in the case of reading competences
there is no evidence of a more rapid decile in these
abilities in case of retirement. However, in the case of
mathematical competences, we do observe that
individuals who retire before the age of 65 are more likely
to suffer a decline in these competences than individuals
who remain active in the labour market.
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Transition to Self-Employment
in Later Life in Germany, Poland
and Sweden — a Life Course

Perspective

Franke, Annette Astrid !, Stypinska, Justyna 2
Krekula, Clary 3

IProtestant University of Applied Sciences Ludwigsburg,
Germany; 2Free University Berlin, Germany; 3Karlstad
University, Sweden

From a socio-political perspective becoming an
entrepreneur in later life is seen as measure to extend
working lives in Europe and beyond, as an effective active
ageing policy or simply appraised as a ,panacea for all”
(Lewis and Walker, 2011). The problematic has been
studied empirically for over three decades revealing
many facets of this type of activity. However, still little is
known about the construction of life courses of mature
entrepreneurs — their trajectories, transitions and
anticipations. Or, in other words “the shadows of past”
and the “shadows of the future” (Bernardi, Huinink and
Settersten, 2019).

This paper presents findings from two parallel research
projects in Sweden, Germany and Poland, which compare
the life courses of older entrepreneurs and their
embeddedness in different welfare regimes. The projects
take on a dynamic perspective on the process of
becoming an entrepreneur and look at macro-, meso-,
and micro- factors determining the transition into self-
employment in later life. The empirical material used for
this presentation comprises of individual in-depth
interviews with mature entrepreneurs.

Results indicate the intersecting role of agency and
structure in the formation of life courses of older
entrepreneurs in the three countries. Furthermore, the
analysis revealed different types of mature
entrepreneurs and identified social differences (e.g.,
gender specific) transitions, trajectories and turning
points on the path to self-employment.
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Still Working? Negotiating Age
and Worth at the Workplace
Between the Second and the
Third Age

Gorm Larsen, Marie; Folker Christensen,
Louise; Steen Bygballe, Line; Juul Lassen, Aske

Copenhagen Centre for Health Research in the
Humanities, Saxo-Institute, University of Copenhagen

Senior employees and their pathways to retirement have
become a subject of scrutiny by scholars and
governments due to the current focus on the
prolongation of work-life in the EU and beyond. With an
ethnographic approach we have studied senior
employees at work at small and medium sized companies
in the finance and production industries in Denmark. This
approach highlights how age and worth is negotiated in
the everyday work practices as well as in the senior
policies of the companies.

We investigate how the senior workers are perceived to
embody specific qualifications, but also how these tend
to oppose the imaginary of the older person at the
workplace as fragile and in a state of decay. We find a
discrepancy between the specific older worker and the
imaginary of the older person. We use this ambiguity to
describe how the diverging ideas of the older workforce
are performed through senior policies and their
measures, e.g., so-called senior-interviews undertaken
by the companies.

We show how older workers themselves consider the
ambiguity when they negotiate their future work-life and
retirement plans. Our fieldwork shows how the
contemplations of the senior workers are changeable and
perceived to be part of the private sphere. This clashes
with the assumed openness and public dialogue
performed in the measures of the senior policies offered
from the companies. Here we argue that the conflict
between what is considered private and what is
considered public by senior policies, managers and senior
employees respectively is fundamental to understanding
the slow uptake of gradual and flexible transitions to
retirement.
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Care services

"Is Social Spending for Elderly
People Unsustainable? The
Social and Economic Impact of
Home Care"

Recuenco, Luis
Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain

Social spending on elderly people will increase greatly in
the future due to population ageing, and European
countries will not be able to afford it financially. This
insight is alarmist and very widely broadcast by the
communication media, which does not consider that long
term care policy is currently creating increased
employment and will continue to grow in Europe in the
future. This paper empirically demonstrates the social
and economic effect to be developed to increase the
home care services in a large European city, with
underdeveloped services, such as Barcelona. The
estimation for Barcelona is based on Copenhagen model,
one of the most developed services internationally. The
number of elderly people receiving attention in
Barcelona will grow from the 23.811 at present to 46.571,
implementing the Copenhagen model. The increase in
the number of elderly people attended to would allow
the 4,000 present Barcelona care job positions to reach
9.495, following the Copenhagen model. This growth in
employment would increase social spending, although
this would be compensated for by some great financial
returns, representing 59% of the social spending
mentioned. For every million Euros invested in
dependency aid within the public sector, 590.000 Euros
would be recovered through different taxes such as social
security quotas, Income Tax, VAT or Corporate Tax. The
social spending invested in the elderly should not be
considered exclusively as spending, since greater social
investment creates wealth, new jobs and subsequently
new income by way of different taxes.
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The Interplay of Health and Age
in the Receipt of Different
Types of Home Care. A Study
on Older Adults in Switzerland

Zaccaria, Daniele !, Masotti, Barbara ?, Cavalli,
Stefano !, Jopp, Daniela S.%3

1Centre of Competence on Ageing, University of Applied
Sciences and Arts of Southern Switzerland (SUPSI);
2Research Center for Psychology of Health, Aging and
Sport Examination, University of Lausanne (UNIL); 3Swiss
Centre of Expertise in Life Course Research (LIVES)

In many Western countries, a high number of older adults
continue to live at home until very old age despite health
problems, thanks to informal and/or formal support.
Previous research rarely offers a detailed approach to
home care receipt while simply distinguishing between
the use of no care, informal care only, formal care only,
or mixed forms of care. With our study, we include the
multiple domains where both family and professional
services act (e.g., daily activities, housekeeping,
companionship). We take into account health limitations
and consider the stage in the life course at which the
person had care needs. Thus, the main goal of this work
is to evaluate how the interplay of health and age
influences the probability of care receiving during later
life. Analysis are based on a subsample of people aged 65
and older living at home who participated in the Swiss
Vivre/Leben/Vivere  (VLV)  cross-sectional  survey
(N=2'912). We estimate a series of logistic regression
models to analyse the association of health status
(dependent, frail, robust) and age with each type of
received help, controlling for sociodemographic
characteristics. Then, we focus on how the effect of
health on the probability of receiving helps varies by age.
Findings, consistent with previous research evidences,
show that health strongly explains home care receipt
among older adults, independently from the type of help.
However, its effect changes with age, depending on the
nature of care. Results are discussed taking into account
context’s specificities, in terms of resources and needs
that affect very old Swiss people.
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Home Care Strategies for Older
Dependents and the Influence
of Neighbourhood
Socioeconomic Status

Julia, Albert 12, Escapa, Sandra ?, Gallo, Pedro 2

1Barcelona Institute of Regional and Metropolitan Studies
(IERMB); Z2Department of Sociology, University of
Barcelona, Spain

The choice of care option in adult age is a complex,
dynamic social phenomenon that is influenced by not
only individuals or network characteristics, but also
contextual factors. Most of previous studies that take
into account contextual factors have focused on the
comparison between rural and urban environments. The
objective of this study is to determine whether the
socioeconomic profile of neighbourhoods in the same
urban context are associated to the use of family care,
public services or private care at home.

We applied marginal effects from multivariable logistic
regression analysis to data from the Survey of People in a
Situation of Dependence 2018 (n=530; 55 years old and
over). We analyse the effect of the type of
neighbourhood in the choice of care option in Barcelona
city (Spain).

In neighbourhoods with a high socioeconomic level,
dependents are more likely to use private services and
less likely to use informal care services and public
services, even after controlling for socioeconomic and
sociodemographic variables. Our results suggest that
differences in urban socioeconomic contexts determine
some inequalities in the use of services even after
controlling for socioeconomic individual differences.
Understanding the factors that determine the use of
public care services, private care services or family
caregiving is important due to the increment in the
number of older people in the population, and should be
considered to adjust care policies for older dependents.
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Approaching Workforce
Diversity in Care Homes

Casal Sanchez, Lola
Robert Gordons University, Spain

Despite the ageing of the population having prompted an
increment demand in care home services, and the degree
of cultural diversity increasing in the workforce of care
homes, little is known about the implication of workforce
diversity in care homes and its impact on quality care,
employee’s well-being, and organisational performance
in care homes.

This presentation addresses this knowledge deficit and
with the aim of gaining an understanding of the
influences and implications of the cultural complexity
that care homes might face due to the increasing degree
of diversity in the workforce and the ageing population.
The presentation is based on the scoping literature
review study conducted to explore the implications of
workforce diversity on the well-functioning dynamics of
the care team workforce as well as on the quality of care.
The outcomes of the study aim to identify gaps that might
contribute to eliminate any potential disadvantages for
the older age groups as well as for migrant workers or
workers from minority groups.
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RNO2_TO1 01 | INVENT:
Mapping the Social
Preconditions for
Inclusive Cultural Policies
across Europe

Who Supports or Opposes
Public Funding of Culture?
Comparing the Social
Correlates of People’s Attitudes
towards Public Funding of
Culture across Europe

Janssen, Susanne!, Zdravkovi¢, Zeljka?,

Lebaron, Frédéric®, Réssel, Jorg*

1Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands;
2Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar, Croatia; 3Ecole
normale supérieure Paris-Saclay, France; “University of
Zurich, Switzerland

Public opinion on government funding of culture is highly
relevant to politicians, cultural policy makers, and other
stakeholders in the cultural field. As such, social and
culture surveys commissioned by the European
commission or national governments occasionally
examine to what extent citizens support or oppose public
funding of culture or particular sub-areas thereof such as,
for example, cultural heritage (Eurobarometer 2017).
However, only few studies have looked more in-depth
into the various factors that may shape people’s attitudes
toward government funding of the arts, pointing to the
importance of education, political orientation, region of
residence, arts attendance, aesthetic dispositions, and
national cultural policy models (see Katz-Gerro 2012).
This prior public opinion research mainly focused on the
United States and/or attitudes toward public funding of
fine arts.
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The present paper builds on these previous studies, but
extends their scope significantly. First, we examine to
what extent different areas of culture should receive
public funding according to representative samples of the
population in nine European countries. Second, we
analyses how individual-level variables — e.g. social
background characteristics, cultural participation, access
to culture, and political orientation - affect attitudes
toward public funding of culture. Third, we explore how
the impact of individual level variables is shaped by
contextual, country level variables — e.g. national cultural
policy models and cultural infrastructure. For our
exploration, we draw on comparative survey data which
were collected in 2021 for the INVENT project among
national representative samples in nine European
countries (Croatia, Denmark, Finland, France, The
Netherlands, Serbia, Spain, Switzerland, and the UK).

Cultural Cosmopolitanism
in Diverse Contexts:
Mapping and Comparing
Cultural Cosmopolitanism
across European Countries
and Localities

Katz-Gerro, Tally , Janssen, Susanne 2,
Yodovich, Neta !, Verboord, Marc ?, Llonch

Andreu, Joan 3

1University of Haifa, Israel; 2Erasmus University
Rotterdam, the Netherlands; 3Universitat Autbnoma de
Barcelona, Spain

Across the world, scholars have identified a general trend
of an increase in stated cosmopolitan preferences or
tastes, and actual consumption of globally diverse
cultural products. This is often deemed a favourable
development because of the alleged positive association
between cosmopolitan cultural consumption and cultural
openness and inclusiveness more generally. On the other
hand, scholars have also found significant differences in
cultural cosmopolitanism between social groups, to the
extent that some scholars view it as a new form of
cultural capital and cultural distinction (Igarashi and Saito
2014; Varriale 2016; Cicchelli et al. 2018).

The potential impacts of cultural cosmopolitanism on
social divides makes it particularly relevant in
contemporary, globalized societies that are home to
increasingly diverse populations. Differences between
European societies in their degrees of cultural openness
have been found in previous studies (Katz-Gerro 2017;
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Verboord, 2017), but explanations are limited. Here, we
focus on the role of people’s living environment: we
expect within-country differences between residents of
more of less culturally heterogeneous regions or areas.
Our contribution in this paper is threefold. First, we
present several different measures of cultural
cosmopolitanism. Second, we analyse the way these
different measures associate with a suite of socio-
demographic characteristics. Third, whereas previous
studies tend to focus on nationwide data for single
countries, we analyse differences in these associations
across three European countries with increasingly diverse
populations (the Netherlands, Spain, and the United
Kingdom) as well as different localities (e.g. urban vs.
rural areas; more vs. less diverse regions or urban
settings).

Does Culture foster
Integration? How the
perception of European Culture
is related to support for
European Integration

Réssel, J6rg !, Katz-Gerro, Tally?, Weingartner,
Sebastian !, Lopez, Pilar 3, Simon, Walo ?

1University of Zurich, Switzerland; 2University of Haifa;
3Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona

We study how individuals in different European countries
perceive European culture and how this perception is
related to support for the process of European
integration. With regard to European culture, we focus
on the question, if European respondents perceive (a) a
common European culture, (b) if they consider this
culture to be of higher value than other cultures and (c) if
they are open to cultures different than their national
one. Based on previous research on European
integration, we hypothesize that individuals benefiting
from the process of European integration and having
many intra-European experiences and exchanges are
open to the cultures of other countries and perceive a
shared European culture. Thus, we study how individual
differences in the perception of European culture covary
with individual social background, as well as how such
perceptions differ between individuals from different
European countries. Finally, we study if and how the
perception of European culture is related to support for
European integration. We address these questions based
on a broad, comparative survey, which was conducted in
2021 as part of the Horizon 2020 project titled INVENT.
Focusing on survey results from Spain, Switzerland and
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the United Kingdom, these data allow us to compare
perceptions of European culture and support for
European integration between an EU member state, a
non-EU member state, and one former EU member state.

Understandings of Culture: A
European Cross-National
Bottom-Up Study

Purhonen, Semi?, Ngrgaard Kristensen, Nete?,
Sirkka, Ossi, Marquart, Franziska?, Verboord,
Marc 3, Weingartner, Sebastian®, Kim, Jinju >,

Walo, Simon #

ITampere University, Finland; 2University of
Copenhagen, Denmark; 3Erasmus University Rotterdam,
The Netherlands; *University of Zurich, Switzerland;
5Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain

The concept of culture is notoriously multifaceted. In the
past decades, hierarchical and ‘universal’ notions of
culture have been challenged, and more attention is paid
to how culture is experienced by lay persons and in
various localities. Yet, little is systematically known about
(1) how different understandings of culture are patterned
among people in present European societies, (2) what
kind of tensions and hierarchies there are between these
understandings, and (3) to what degree the
understandings (3a) depend on the national context and
(3b) associate with sociodemographic divisions, thus
potentially reflecting and even contributing to social
conflicts and inequalities. This paper applies a bottom-up,
audience perspective in addressing these questions
based on a wide-ranging survey research conducted in
2021 as part of the H2020-project, INVENT. It provides
first results about Europeans’ understandings of culture,
using data of more than 10,000 respondents to nationally
representative surveys collected in Croatia, Denmark,
Finland, France, The Netherlands, Serbia, Spain,
Switzerland, and the UK. In this paper we study how
citizens understand the concept of culture, by looking
into their evaluations of cultural items varying in nature,
popularity, and artistic legitimacy. We hypothesize that
the classical division between a narrow (exclusive)
understanding of culture as the arts and a broad
(inclusive) understanding of culture as the way of life, still
structures Europeans’ understandings of culture, but
with significant national and sociodemographic
variations. Knowledge on such variations may come in
useful for developing European cultural policies.
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RNO2_TO1 02 |
The sounds of the
Covid-19 Pandemic

Lost And Found Sounds. A
Comparative Study On The
Relationships Between
Uncertain DIY Careers, COVID-
19 And Digital Worlds

Guerra, Paula !, Bennett, Andy 2, Green, Ben 2,
Howard, Frances 3, Oliveira, Ana 4, Sofija,
Ernesta 2, Sousa, Sofia °

1University of Porto, Portugal; 2Griffith University,
Australia; 3Nottingham Trent University, United
Kingdom; 4Iscte — University Institute of Lisbon,
DINAMIA’CET, Portugal; SFaculty of Arts and Humanities
of the University of Porto, Portugal

It is undeniable that the pandemic of COVID-19 has
impacted the music industry worldwide, especially with
regard to metropolitan areas which assume themselves
as the epicentre of live music circuits and stand out as the
main source of income for artists and musicians. There
will not be a uniform model for musicians to face this
crisis. For the most part, we are talking about
independent workers in terms of careers, with precarious
work contracts and with difficulties in accessing social
protection schemes. COVID-19 has accentuated the
inequalities previously experienced in the careers -
generally based on a DIY ethos - of these workers in
comparison to others. This paper reports on one aspect
of our international collaboration research between
Portugal, United Kingdom and Australia: the use of digital
strategies as a way of promoting sustainable DIY careers
during the lockdown. Drawing on interview data of 77
young music-makers, aged between 18 to 35, we intend
to report on the different ways in which young musicians
have used digital platforms to maintain their careers,
especially regarding the processes of music making
(musical and lyrical composition, rehearsals), mediation
(gigs, podcasts, streaming), and marketing/management
(relationship and engagement with audiences,
management, social networks, sponsors). Although
COVID-19 has had profound repercussions on the
livelihoods of musicians, ways and forms of coping
emerge, especially regarding the use, often in a DIY logic,
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of digital platforms as a way of promoting and
maintaining their music careers, all the more so because
these are uncertain and unstable.

Music in Times of COVID-19
Pandemic — Sociological
Reflections

Jabtoniska, Barbara
JAGIELLONIAN UNIVERSITY, Poland

The main task of the paper is to show the role and
significance of music during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
pandemic times have redefined most areas of social life,
including the broadly understood world of arts and
music. The virus itself - paradoxically - turned out to be a
kind of "catalyst for culture". The aim of the article is to
present - at the exploratory level - the problems of
musical practices of people in the times of the COVID-19
pandemic. The text will discuss selected phenomena and
processes related to musical practices. The role of the
new media in supporting the musical practices of the
society will be shown.

There will be discussed such phenomena and processes
as domestication, virtualization and networking of
musical life, the transformation of the musical public
sphere, online musical deliberation, the convergence of
musical practices, the domination of the culture of real
virtuality, as well as the power of the public and the
democratization of the musical public sphere. Discursive
practices related to the functioning of the world of music
in covid times will also be analyzed, using the
assumptions of discourse analysis.

In conclusion, the main axis of considerations will be an
attempt to show how the everyday musical life of society
- necessarily trapped in the Internet - changed during
pandemic times.

128



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

Singing Together Apart: Online
Choirs in the Age of COVID-19

Alexander, Victoria D.; Peterson Gilbert, Oliver
Goldsmiths, University of London, United Kingdom

Amateur choirs are a common way for people to create
and consume musical materials. Such choirs provide
benefits to individual singers and to communities. With
the spread of coronavirus during the global pandemic,
choir singers were unable to meet in person;
consequently, many choirs decided to move rehearsals,
and sometimes performances, online. Based on research
conducted as part of the EU-funded project,
UNCHARTED: Understanding, Fostering and Capturing
the Societal Values of Culture, this talk explores how
choral singers and choir organisers perceive the cultural
values of choirs in an online setting.

We interviewed singers and choir leaders from four,
London-based online choirs that sing either a classical or
a popular repertoire, to understand how choir members
value their participation in a now digitally mediated choir
environment. Specifically, we seek to compare the value
attribution of traditional choirs singing classical
repertoires (which tend to attract older singers) to newer
choirs singing a popular repertoire (which tend to attract
younger ones) when in-person co-presence is replaced by
individualised, digitally mediated participation via virtual
meeting software. We focus on four overlapping
processes relating to values (interaction rituals,
emotional regulation, identity formation, and collective
flourishing) as we explore participants’ perceptions of the
costs and benefits of singing together apart. This allows
us to understand the micro-socialities of value
attribution.
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Plush Panda and Mashups: A
Case Study of Music Production
During the Pandemic

Sahin, Nevin 2

10rient-Institut Istanbul, Turkey; 2Hacettepe University,
Turkey

More than a year into the global health crisis, people
have been stuck at home, trying to homeschool kids while
working home office, left with no social gatherings
outside home, let alone public events like crowded
concerts or premieres of operas or theaters. Within the
challenge of the pandemic, most musicians lost their
income and were forced to keep producing music without
experiencing the intact social aspect of music. Yet
another challenge for musicians was the global move to
the online, where better technological equipment and
faster bandwidth matters, putting musicians with limited
access to technology or to financial means to access the
technology in a vulnerable position. How can musicians,
under the pressure of not only health but also financial
sustainability, overcome the challenges and keep being
creative? How can they construct their audience to share
their music and survive the limitations eliminating all
conventional musicking practices? This paper, in an effort
to answer questions and identify strategies related to
music production and solidarity against the backdrop of
the pandemic, focuses on a music group founded in
Turkey during the pandemic, named Pandami Music with
reference to not only the pandemic but also to the plush
panda appearing in their videos, as a case study. With this
aim, data is collected through an online focus group
discussion with the band members, content analysis of
comments for the band’s music on social media platforms
such as YouTube and Instagram, and musicological
analyses of the songs recorded by the band.
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RNO2_T01_ 03 |
Museums — changing
circumstances and
competitors

Anthropocene Era in Museum.
The role of Museums in the
Climate Change Debate

Nieroba, Elzbieta
Opole University, Poland

The main objective of the paper is to reconstruct how
museums contribute to the debate on climate change, its
causes and consequences.

Museums enjoy a high level of public trust and give way
only to scientific institutions as a source of reliable
information on climate change. Such a position of the
museum in the public space gives it legitimacy to take on
the role of a key participant in the debate that takes part
in constructing and communicating the narrative on
climate change. The involvement of the museum in the
climate change discourse seems particularly important in
a situation where the global warming process and the
legitimacy of long-term action are questioned.

The research material collected within the paper will
allow answering the question of what kind of climate
change explanations and understanding patterns are
provided by words, images and spatial arrangements
present in museums.

Objective no. 1 concerns the recognition of ways of
presenting the issue of climate change and the
Anthropocene era in a museum, namely the diagnosis of
whether exhibition practices fit into the dominant
discourses on this subject, or whether they propose a
new way (but what kind?) of presenting this issue.
Objective no. 2 concerns the reconstruction of the
models of communication with the public dominating in
the museum space, namely whether they are beneficial
for strengthening the mechanisms of engaging in
activities.

The main subject of the analysis will be exhibitions
devoted to climate change and its accompanying
content.

The analysis of empirical material will be based on
qualitative analysis of discourse from the sociological
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perspective. The activity of 10 Polish museums between
2020 and 2021 will be analysed.

Corporate collectors, Corporate
Collections & Public Art
Museums: Success or
Collaborative Minefields?

Hagen, Malfrid Irene
MI Hagen, Norway

In many countries great art museums are founded or
supported by corporate founders, leaders and art
collectors. For example the Museum of Modern Art, the
Guggenheim Museum of Art and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, all located in New York. Such great art
museums are usually embraced and loved by the art
audience as well as by people in general. Although they
have also been criticized, for example by artists who
conducted Institutional Critic through their art
expressions towards the end of the 1900s, and by
feminine art activists such as the Guerilla Girls who
criticize art museums for excluding female artists,
corporate support is crucial for the existence of many
great art museums around the world. This is particularly
the case in countries where the public economical
support to art and culture is weak. Oppositional, in
Norway most art museums are public, national or
municipal, with weak traditions for corporate economical
support. However, during the last two decades, there has
been a significant change. Several new art museums and
sculpture parks have been established by corporate
collectors, as well as public and national art museums
today seek collaboration with corporate art collectors
and art collections. This has been strongly criticized by
the art audience and others in the pubic discourse, and
led to several media storms. Here | discuss and compare
the critique on some of these cases of public and private
art collaboration, and seek to reveal some of the reasons
for the harsh critique.
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The State Russian Museum
After Coronavirus Lockdown:
The First Visitors

Potyukova, Ekaterina
The State Russian Museum, Russian Federation

The Russian Museum (St. Petersburg) is the largest
museum of National Russian Art. The museum, including
the complex of 7 buildings and 2 gardens, was closed due
to the coronavirus lockdown from 18 March to July 2020.
The main museum exposition, presenting all types and
genres, trends and schools of Russian Art over more than
a thousand years (from the Xth to the XXth century)
reopened to visitors on the 15th of July. The other
buildings of museum complex resumed their activity later
in July.

The surveys of the museum audiences have been carried
out in the first 6 days after the museum’s reopening, and
spanned about 650 respondents.

The report focuses on the visitiors’ attitude to the
pandemic precautions, reduced capacity of the museum
expositions and timed entry, as well as on the portrait
features of the first museum visitors (social demography,
motives of visiting).

The study has shown that under the conditions of the
introduced precautions most of the respondents
generally were satisfied of visit: their «expectations were
met», while very high rating of the visit was given by
about 20% (lower than usual). The majority of visitors
(60%) were «tolerant, with understanding» to the
introduced precautions. «Limited number of people» was
called the most important / effective security measure
among those undertaken by the museum. The
established visiting routes are convenient for half of the
visitors. There was a record high ratio of newcomers to
the total number of visitors. The share of regular museum
visitors was twice as small as compared to summer
seasons in pre-epidemic years.

The report based on materials of the temporary storage
of archive of the Russian Museum.

RNO2 | Sociology of the Arts

RNO2_T02 01 |
Aesthetic taste and
contestation

‘So That’s Exactly the Art |
Don’t Understand’. Reflections
from the Art-elicitation

Interviews on Aesthetic Taste
Wladyniak, Ludmila

Charles University, Czech Republic

There is a long tradition in sociology, and in cultural
sociology in particular, to perceive fine art as a social
phenomenon composed of knowledge and products that
are to be classified as social. Nonetheless, the
relationship between those two is ‘a complicated one’
(according to Bourdieu, due to artists’ oversensitive
attitude towards their own discipline). The goal of this
study is to investigate the employed logics of taste in fine
art among young people (university students) while
evaluating pieces representing various art styles—classic,
abstract, non-Western, and so forth. The research was
designed to answer two main questions: (1) How do
young people (university students) value fine art,
understood as cultural expression? (2) What categories
of evaluation claims are used by the studied group to
support their taste in fine art—what logics are being
used? The study is based on data gathered within a study
(art-elicitation interviews) designed to imitate a situation
that triggers certain cultural schemes through
conversation and confrontation with displayed pieces of
fine art (reproductions of paintings) since conversation is
regarded as, among other things, a possible activator.
The study might also be placed in the discussion over the
current context of cultural omnivorousness and the
blurring boundaries between highbrow and lowbrow
culture in everyday life.
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Omnivorousness Alla Polacca -
Musical Tastes And The
Stratification Of Culture In Post-
transformational Poland

Domanski, Henryk;  Przybysz,  Dariusz;

Wyrzykowska, Katarzyna; Zawadzka, Kinga

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Polish Academy of
Sciences, Poland

Research conducted in different countries (e.g. Alderson
et al. 2007, Olliver 2008, Jaeger & Katz-Gero 2011) shows
that omnivorousness is not an universal invariant, but
occurs in many forms, which are often marked by
national/local particularities.

The main aim of our presentation is an attempt to show
the specificity of musical omnivorism in Poland. What
types of omnivorism display, which are dominant, and to
what extent they depend on the class position? The data
come from research (nationwide random sample) carried
out in 2019 as part of a research project ,Musical
distinctions. Musical tastes and social stratification in
process of Poles lifestyles formation”
(www.md.ifispan.pl).

Based on our findings we argue that the musical
omnivorousness in Poland is mostly expressed as semi-
omnivorism. The most popular type is simultaneous liking
of disco polo, pop and rock, followed by a combination of
disco polo and folk music. According to expectations,
omnivorism is associated with the class position but,
unlike in other societies, omnivorousness is particularly
strong among owners (apart from farmers), which seems
to be attributed to the specificity of the systemic
transition to the market society. The owners are a
relatively new occupational category in Poland, which
developed and gained financial prospects only after the
change of the political system. Therefore they might be
strongly motivated to learn new things and demonstrate
appreciation of a variety of musical genres.
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Private Taste and Public Space:
the Controversies Surrounding
a Privately Initiated Sculpture
Park in Oslo

Larsen, Hakon
Oslo Metropolitan University, Norway

In 2013, a sculpture park initiated and financed by
billionaire Christian Ringnes opened to the public in Oslo.
Based around his private collections of female sculptures
and placed in a part of nature close to the city center, the
idea of such a park had spurred a lot of criticism for many
years prior to the opening of the park. Residents,
politicians, art critics and newspaper columnists had
been highly engaged in discussing the park, and critiques
had been performed in newspapers, at the actual cite for
the construction of the park, in the City Hall and through
the legal system. Based on an analysis of the media
debate about the park, | will seek to understand why this
became such a contested issue. | will follow the media
representations of the debate throughout the years
leading up to its opening in order to investigate what
influence the protesters had on the process of realizing
the park, and how Ringnes and Oslo Municipality set out
to accommodate some of their demands in finalizing the
park. In the analysis, | will engage with theories and
research into the public sphere, the sociology of the arts,
and arts and culture policies.

RNO2_T02 02 | Gender
and queering the arts

Camping At The MET

Puscasiu, Voica
,Babes-Bolyai” University, Romania

By choosing “camp” as the theme for the 2019 edition of
their annual blockbuster fashion art exhibition — and
subsequent gala, the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s
Costume Institute, brought this concept to a mainstream
audience. On this occasion, people who might’'ve never
even heard of it before were suddenly interested in
debating which celebrity guest ‘nailed’ the costume this
year, and who was found to be insufficiently campy.
However, the curator's approach based almost
exclusively on Susan Sontag’s 1964 essay Notes on Camp
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did little to pinpoint an already elusive term, leaving
plenty to ponder on its exact meaning. Besides the
obviously favorable climate for the (LGBT)Queer(+)
community, which has once more received recognition —
in this case for its particular brand of creativity and over-
the-top exuberance which has influenced high fashion,
Sontag’s 2 nd wave feminism does not particularly touch
on the issue of diversity in the camp genre. This leads to
a gap in the understanding of the meaning behind the
term and its usage. It is the case with many subcultures
that even when they do eventually surface only a small
fraction of them is visible; this superficial and frankly
quite elitist view, that showcases Oscar Wilde but forgets
to mention the Polari language, with infinitely more
complex implications, suggests that the intention might
have been to build up the prestige of the phenomenon
through a scholarly approach. But camp is ironic and so is
the fact that taking things too seriously is the un-campiest
thing they could have done.

Queering the Art Museum

Gracio, Rita
Luséfona University, Portugal

How have museums begun to address LGBTQI+ and
feminist issues in the 21st century? This paper adresses
this debate, by presenting a case study from Portugal, a
particularly interesting country to answer to these. While
Portugal holds some of the most advanced legislation on
LGBTQIl+ rights in Europe (Santos, 2012), it does not
resonate in Portuguese museums, neither from the
organisational perspective, nor from a gender museology
perspective (Vaquinhas, 2014). This paper presents a
qualitative study of the audiences that attended the
initiative Bringing the Margin to the Centre, an initiative
led by the small-group FACA, an intersectional feminist
curatorial activist collective. This initiative was hosted by
Berardo Collection Museum, hailed the main modern and
contemporary art museum in Portugal. This study
consisted of participant observation at two of the three
events which constitued the initiative Bringing the
Margin to the Centre, at which an adapted version of the
Personal Meaning Mapping technique (Falk and
Storksdieck 2005) was applied; semi-structured phone
interviews with participants were then conducted after
the event. The main findings show this event raised
awareness among cisgender visitors with
heteronormative perspectives and provided a space for
counter-narratives of the queer community, showing the
role of collective curatorial activism and museums in
promoting gender equality and inclusiveness, if acting as
gate-leakers, rather than as gatekeepers. Hence,
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museums can provide lessons to other organisations
interested in promoting diversity and inclusion.

75 Years of Musical Hits: Male
Domination and Female
Revolt?

Juan Bautista Garcia Cabezudo, Verdnica
Alvarez Martinez, Marta Carceles Garcia,
Mireia Casado Olivas, Almodis Cebria
Salvador, Bernat Gonzalez Ripoll, Carla
Moncau Santaana, Gino Ricci Ldpez, Anna
Sabater Montaner, José Marco Salcedo

University of Barcelona, Spain

The aim of this article is to relate social change in gender
relations with popular music through the discourse
analysis of those songs with high audiences. The terms
and expressions used reflect the values, habits and other
cultural traits that characterize gender relations in the
different stages of the recent history of our society.
However, it is interesting to know the evolution of
terminology related to patriarchy, feminism and sex.
The article summarizes the quantitative and qualitative
exploitation of a primary database that collects the most
listened songs in the last 75 years of Spanish history
(1946-2020). Since 1966, the most listened song of each
week has been recollected on the radio station "Los 40
Principales". The sociodemographic profile of the listener
of the station is varied enough for the database to be
sufficiently representative. For the period 1946-1965 -
prior to the weekly number 1 hit of "Los 40 Principales" -
, various sources have been worked on to establish the
great hits of each year. Quantitative analysis counts and
analyzes the terms used and establishes correlations with
significant variables. Qualitative analysis is based on the
study of discourse and a novel intergenerational
interpretation.

The results allowed to distinguish 3 significative stages in
the social structure and in the gender discourse over this
75 years, the post war generation (1946-1970), the
development and transition generation (1971-1995) and
the stalemate generation (1996-2020), each of them with
significant characteristics when we analyze the lyrics of
the song, focused specially in gender relations.
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Gender Melancholia:
Representations of the Visibility
of Female Artists in the
National Greek Glyptotheque

Christina Botsou

Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences,
Greece

The present study attempts to unveil gender-based
inequalities in the presentation and mediation of arts,
engraved by Greek female artists in their sculptural work,
as presented in the National Greek Glyptotheque. Under
the term Gender Melancholia, we refer to several
representations of the female body, conceptualized by
female artists, addressing the inequality of opportunities
in the creative industries. Studying the qualities of the so-
called melancholy, we analyze the works exhibited in the
National Glyptotheque, considering the depiction of the
act of self-injury, genital mutilation, suicide, and other
representations of withdrawal from personal and
professional life from female artists. The examination of
the content analysis of the presented artworks consists
of three major units of analysis: the description of the
technical and aesthetic aspects of the artwork, the study
context that provides us with the socio-historical
background of the artist, as well as the interpretation of
the artwork's metonymic significance. Furthermore, the
study focuses on the cultural and symbolic structures of
gender-based inequality, as noticed in its institutional
manifestations, as well as its ideological affirmations,
through the position of the female body in state-
exhibited art. Examining the case study of the National
Greek Glyptotheque, we have the opportunity to delve
further into the study of the creative industries from a
macro- sociological perspective. The present research
attempts to detect the social significance of these
depictions, as well as to identify and analyze their gender-
related aspects.
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RNO2_T02 03 |
Evaluation and elevation
in the arts

"Cultural Policies and the
Emergence of Artistic and
Cultural Production Scenarios.
The Case of Artistic
Craftsmanship in Cuba."

Arianni Batista Rodriguez
University of Barcelona, Spain

During the last decades the study of cultural policies has
been of special interest both for the field of sociology of
arts and culture, and theory of arts. Certainly, there are
significant differences between them regarding to the
aforementioned topic, for example: 1) the analytical
strategy (comparative/associative and
explanatory/causal), 2) the main object of study (cultural
policies and artistic production), and 3) the context
variables (macro and micro level, respectively). As a
result, the sociology of arts and culture has generated
relevant analytical abstractions in relation to cultural
policies at a global level, on the other hand, cultural
policies have been situated by arts theory as part of the
social and historical context where artistic production
takes place.

How, then, to study cultural policies beyond the scheme
of relations with the State or with specific types of artistic
productions? One possibility could be a meso-level
design, as well as the analytical perspective proposed by
the sociologist of culture Rodriguez Moratd (2012) for
whom cultural policies should be studied in relation to
institutional contexts, the socio-historical and procedural
point of view, as well as the social relations that
constitute them.

In this sense, the study aims to analyze the incidence of
cultural policies in the conformation of emerging
scenarios of artistic and cultural production. Starting
from a singular case study methodology, the proposal
contemplates an explanatory approach by contrast
between three fundamentals actors: producers,
institutional workers, and scholars. The main sources are
documentary materials and interviews.
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Practices of Valuation and
Evaluation in Architectural
Projects in Barcelona

Matias Ignacio Zarlenga
University of Barcelona and University of Tres de Febrero

The main aim of this communication is to analyze the
social values of culture that emerging and shaping the
architectural production from a sociological perspective.
The communication shows parts of the preliminary
results of the project UNCHARTED “Understanding,
Capturing and Fostering the Societal Value of Culture”
(European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme). The fundamental aims of the UNCHARTED
are to elaborate a general vision of the societal value of
culture in Europe and a road map for cultural policy
action favorable to the plurality of cultural values. Within
this framework, we part from the idea that cultural values
are intrinsically plural. However, the plurality value of
culture is largely lost due to the economism that currently
prevails. In order to cover the greatest number of values
that are put into play in architectural production we
select three types of architecture firms of the city of
Barcelona. We took as a unit of analysis the valuative and
evaluative practices that were put into play by
professional architects in the realization of two recent
architectural projects of each selected architectural firm.
From a perspective of pragmatic sociology, we take into
account for our analysis the contexts (situation, actors
and actions), practices (dynamics of classification and
legitimation) and grammars (principles of justification,
agreements and disagreements, criticisms) of valuation
and evaluation that guided the different phases of
development of the selected architectural projects. The
interview techniques and the focus group were used to
identify the plurality of values existing in the professional
architects who work in architects' firms selected.
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The Creative Process of
Gastronomic Experience.
Beefsteak Fat on Mugaritz,
from Assemblage to
Resemblance.

Asier Amezaga
University of the Basque Country, Spain

Halfway between science and arts, haute cuisine deals
with a constant creation and recreation —cooking—of an
elusive object. Food vanishes as it is tasted, which
demands a constant reproduction of the plate.
Accordingly, cookery deals with  both the
phenomenological dimension of the tasting of an elusive
object and the systemic dimension of the standardization
of the recipe. Such particularities become the haute
cuisine an opportunity to extend the understanding of
the creativity process involved beyond. Ultimately, haute
cuisine share with arts its attempt to bring customers to
new sensations and meanings.

This communication is based on ethnographical
observation of the process of creativity of one of the most
significant haute-cuisine restaurants in Basque Country,
included in the 7th post of the World’s Fifty Best
Restaurant ranking. The presentation focuses on the
plate as it analyses how the sociotechnical construction is
unfold in it, through different places and departments
and moments —creativity, degustation, opening and end
of season.

Following the Actor Network Theory, the creativity
process of the Mugaritz could be boiled down to one of it
plates, ‘terrine of peppers’: a kind of trompe-I'ceil of
Basque beef large steak almost entirely made of what it
is supposed to be its size dish, red pepper. The plate folds
a set of human and non-human actors through the fat of
beefsteak. The controversies arisen from the persistent
attempts to assemble all the elements together made the
dish to resemble beefsteak. It reminds us the collective
and non-linear essence of creativity process.
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The Double-edged Knife: Art,
Collecting And The
Consecration Of Contemporary
Artists

Henrique Grimaldi Figueredo
UNICAMP, Brazil - EHESS, France

This work is part of the debates on contemporary art and
its markets after the 1980s, a period characterized by an
inflection in capitalist modes of operation (globalization
of markets) and by the accelerated financialization of art
(privatization of culture). With the central objective of
drawing a panoramic diagnosis about the triad
relationship between collection-institution-artists, this
work is supported both in a conceptual approach and in
research data. Firstly, it is necessary to identify that we
do not deal with collectors in general, but rather a very
specific group whose accumulation of capital and
authorities allows them to arbitrate about art. Taking as
a theoretical scope the idea of field in Pierre Bourdieu,
formalized through its incessant disputes over cultural
arbitrary, we will investigate this social space from its
double aspect, that is, what is positive and negative in the
emergence and growing participation of collectors in
contemporaneity. Thereby, if on the one hand it becomes
imperative to compute the centrality that some
collectors assume in the processes of legitimizing art after
the 1980s (in the promotion of "small historical events"
or even in the artificial processes of artification, that is, of
social recognition of art), on the other it is also necessary
to understand the crucial aspects of certain collections as
agents of circulation. Taking collectors such as Cisneros,
Pinchuk, Saatchi, Pinault and Arnault as heuristic
examples, we intend to demonstrate the real reach of
collecting in the consecration of contemporary art.
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RNO2_T03 01 | Migrant
artists

The Logics of Artistic Migration
in a “Globalized” Art World: the
Spanish Case

Gloria Guirao Soro

Universitat de Barcelona, Spain - Université Paris 8,
France

Long-established hierarchies of power between
territories persist in the so-called global art world.
Migration flows by artists, curators and art professionals
from the peripheries to the centers have intensified in the
last decades. In the European Union, individuals take
advantage of the free movement regime to
internationalise their profiles and improve their chances
of global success by migrating to capital cities like Berlin,
Paris or London that function as international art hubs.
However, individual social characteristics and resources
available to make the international move seem to
influence the election of a specific destination and the
choice of a strategy for professional development
abroad. Taking Spanish contemporary art professionals
currently living in European capitals as a case study, this
communication will present different sets of profiles that
emerge when combining destinations, professional
development strategies and social characteristics such as
gender and class background, as well as age, educational
attainment and professional status prior to migration.
The results arise from a methodological design based on
a qualitative approach (multi-sited ethnography in three
cities, including 105 semi-directive interviews and
participant observation).
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Local art networks in the
context of migration: Visual
Artists from Turkey in Berlin

Niepel, Verena
Newcastle, Germany

In research, there has been an increased interest in art
production by artists from abroad in Germany in the
context of recent studies in art and migration. My paper
investigates networks that are created through
exhibitions in the timeframe between 2010 and 2018
with visual artists who recently moved from Turkey to
Berlin, to make operations in cultural networks explicit.
Narrative interviews, observations and document
analysis are part of my methodological approach on
networks as case-studies.

My research question is: How are perceived values and
forms of classificatory knowledge created through
interactions between artists from Turkey and cultural
networks in Berlin?

It seems that art production by artists from abroad is
connected to the formation of value judgements. | argue
that values are not pointing at the singularity of processes
that form an exhibition but that they are projected on
artistic work and perceived as such by the public. An intial
analysis indicates that cultural actors in Berlin make use
of a certain language and terminology in interactions with
migrated artists, e.g. exhibition catalogues. In order to
analyse how language is used to form knowledge, | apply
a theoretical approach combining institutional
pragmatism and a poststructuralist perspective. A
pluralistic conceptual framework will help to provide a
precise analysis of changes in networks and show how
those affect the work of Turkish artists and cultural
decision makers.

By researching macro-level processes in art and
migration and combining concepts of Art Sociology, | will
encourage to take on a new perspective in research and
artistic occupations. Moreover, the changes that | will
make explicit point at dynamics in a wider context of
current political and social instability.
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The Transitional Aspect Of
Artist Identities At ATime of
Changed Uncertainties

Katalin, Sods %, Kéri Rita?

1E6tvos Lorand University Faculty of Social Sciences;
2Independent artist, researcher

Transition, change and adaptability is a basic element of
the artist experience, and increasingly so in the past
century and decades. Kata Sods has been exploring this
aspect of the artist existence with relation to identities,
coping strategies, self image and public image, and
strategies of artists’ positioning of themselves in the art
scene. She has also sought to find parallels between
transitionality in the artist experience and the migrant
experience in general, and working also with migrant
artsist specifically.

Suspending the frames that provided the stability of our
social existence and adapting to a kind of permanent
transitionality are exactly the kinds of demands that the
global pandemic situation has faced society at large with.
Therefore, with this research focus we can expect new
insights in this rapidly changing context. The present
work takes a look at the same phenomena in this new
light. The research of the past several years has yielded a
conceptual framework for grasping these states of
constant transition and shifting identities. We now use
this same framework and look at the developments of
the past year with some of the same subjects. We were
interested in whether these same strategies apply and
prove helpful in the present context, whether and how
they needed to be adjusted or revised. Based on the
existing results and new interviews and field study, we
revisit the aspect of transitionality in artist and migrant
identities, and explore how it has been reinforced,
changed or transformed.
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RNO2_T03 02 | Art,
health and education:
effects on children and
young people

South of Aesthetics

Raffaella Frascarelli
Sapienza University of Rome, Italy | Nomas Foundation

The paper focuses on how artists are challenging the
educational system by de-modernizing and de-colonizing
learning through an interpersonal horizon and
transformative process of mutual learning that are
reconfiguring social life.

How to imagine and cultivate a self-reflexive education
capable of generating knowledge, equity, solidarity
outside the neoliberalist sphere? 'The Southern
Question' by Antonio Gramsci and the 'Epistemologies of
the South' by Boaventura de Sousa Santos are the socio-
cultural, aesthetic, and theoretical perspectives
motivating artist Valerio Rocco Orlando to found a new
school in Matera, in southern Italy. By involving the
multidisciplinary independent communities established
by Adrian Paci in Albania (Art House, Shkodér), Wael
Shawky in Egypt (MASS, Alexandria), Yto Barrada in
Morocco (Cinémathéque de Tanger and Atelier Kissaria,
Tangier), the artist arranges a series of itinerant
workshops inviting local communities to mobilize and
deploy their own socio-cultural resources to imagine
together an educational action and a pedagogical
pathway drawing on the unconventional knowledge of
the southern demo-—diversities. The archives of
knowledge generated by these workshops and itinerant
encounters are the educational resources and map of the
new school in Matera.

Following the path of sociological imagination, such a
case-study offers the chance to analyze how the
approaches of the artist are formulating an alternative
discourse within and outside modernity, rethinking the
educational practices, challenging the borders of
education, reinventing the sociocultural imaginations by
promoting self-reflexivity, inclusion, solidarity, mutual
understanding.
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The Arts of Photography and
Painting as Means of
Communication and Socializing
in Primary Education: a Case
Study

Calliope Tsantali?, Symeon Nikolidakis?

1University of Western Macedonia, Greece, Greece;
2University of Western Attica, Greece, Greece

This paper discusses the use of photography and painting
as means to showcase local environmental problems on
the island of Paros, Cyclades, Greece. At the same time,
these types of art are also utilized to promote socializing
among the students involved in the specific
environmental project. The project was carried out from
January until February 2021 in a Primary school of
Paroikia, Paros, Cyclades. Eighteen 5th grade male and
female students were involved in it aiming at putting
forward local environmental problems and possible
solutions. Through photography the students managed
to thoroughly present the problem of littering. Their
presentation was further supported by individual
paintings which depicted the degree of the problem.
Moreover, photography and painting were utilized to
provide suggestions and solutions to the problem and
activate the school community and broader society
toward assuming responsibility and taking action.

The primary aim was the students’ contact with art on the
one hand and their continuous contact with issues of
culture and the management of problems regarding both
the environment and their social relations. In this frame,
the goals of the specific project centered round skills
development tied to the current everyday life as well as
to lifelong education and sensitization for environmental
and social interaction issues.

Upon the completion of the project it was found that the
students developed deep understanding about current
environmental  problems and their on-going
responsibility toward their surrounding environment and
broader society. Additionally, they realized that through
their social interaction and involvement in prolific
dialogue they were able to broaden their horizons and
develop significant lifelong social skills that can equip
them as future citizens of the civic society.
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What Do We Know About Why
Schoolchildren Who Engage In
Expressive Artistic Activities
Feel Worse Than Those Who

Don’t?
Chris Mathieu?, Gékhan Kaya?

1Lund University, Sweden; 2Uppsala University, Sweden

In a recent analysis of a large population-based survey of
school-aged children in a region of Sweden (the
Folkhdlsoenkat Barn och Unga i Skane 2016; Kaya &
Mathieu 2019) we found that children who engaged in
creative/expressive artistic activities were found to feel
worse on a synthetic ill-being scale than those who did
not engage in such activities. Similar patterns emerge
from an analysis of the UK Household Longitudinal Study
(UKHLS). These findings challenge the blanket
assumption that engaging in artistic activity is pleasurable
and beneficial for wellbeing, spurring a search for
potential explanations.

On the empirical level it raised the question of what and
how much we actually know about the coupling of artistic
activities and well-being among school-aged youths and
young people? What do we know about the social world
of youth and adolescent arts engagement from a well-
being perspective? Much of what we know about the
coupling of health and activities like singing in choirs,
creative writing, playing music among (amateur) adults
finds positive health benefits. Our findings run counter to
this and may be more linked to production or autonomy
factors. Might the socio-psychic factors that artistically
active youths experience be more like occupational
artists than amateur adults who engage in expressive and
artistic activities for pleasure and with limited
aspirations; more eudaimonic than hedonic (Deci & Ryan
2008; Huta 2013, 2017)? Is it more like work, requiring
rather than affording relaxation and recovery (Berga, &
Muzikante, 2017)? Or is artistic practice among youths a
unique social form which may have common structural
dimensions as well as harbouring and rendering
individual variation in interpretation and effects?
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Music Transforms Life... From
The "Orquestra Geragao" To
Infinity. Analysis Of Life
Trajectoriesof. Of Young
Musicians, Between 2015- 2018

Rute Teixeira
Faculdade de Letras, Universidade do Porto, Portugal

The outline of the PhD project in Sociology, carried out at
the University of Porto proposes to analyze the
“Orquestra Geragdo” as an instrument of social inclusion,
through learning music to allow Social and Cultural
qualification of the population, an integrated
development of local communities.

The project aims to demonstrate the socio-cultural
impact of learning music, in unequal facets of the social
actor's life. It is intended to analyze and reflect on the
impacts, at the individual and collective level, of the
frequency of young people, in the "Orquestra” in its life
path, between 2015-2018.

The processes of (re) socialization, (re) structuring of the
life trajectories of 18 young people of the the
“Orquestra” were analyzed, in different dynamics, after
the end of their musical path in Basic Education.
Subsequently, they were contacted for a formal
interview, through which information was collected on
their life trajectories in High School and University,

Thus, it was intended to critically observe the changes
that occurred in the various individual and collective
dispositions of the students, having as a backdrop the
"Orquestra”.

The methodology used was the Sociological Portraits, by
Lahire (2005), through which the concept of Plural Actor.
Through an analysis and triangulation of data, the
enunciation of “Group Typologies” was accomplished,
through the analysis, reflection and comparison of the 18
Sociological Portraits. Theoretically, it was shown that
the social production of individual, deeply anchored in
the collective, is not limited to this, being present in the
most unique characteristics of each person (Lahire,
2005).
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RNO2_T04 01 | Art
and migration

Giving Voice To The Immigrants
And Imagining A Better World.
Tensions And Paradoxes In
Participatory Theatre (Turin,
Italy)

Francesca Quercia
HETSL, Switzerland

For the past thirty years, with the redefinition of cultural
and urban policies, artists have been assigned to social
missions: strengthening social ties, contributing to
overcoming working-class neighbourhoods and to
integrate immigrants (Blondel 2001; Briata, Bricocoli, et
Tedesco 2009; Bureau, Perrenoud, et Shapiro 2009). That
process has been taking hold in many European
countries, including Italy. As part of urban renewal
programmes, a large number of theatre artists have
taken over working-class neighbourhoods. They have
proposed artistic projects with immigrants and have been
displaying an objective of "empowerment" of projects’
participants (Pontremoli 2005). They usually show their
determination in giving voice to minorities and they
describe theatre as an important way to imagine a
“better world” in which Italians and immigrants could live
together in peace and harmony. However, these artists
most often belong to the majority group in the host
society (in terms of nationality and ethnicity). How can
they represent groups which they don’t belong?

This paper is based on a four-year ethnographic survey
carried out within a theatre association (Quercia, 2020).
It questions how her director succeeds in forging a
recongnized professionnal role, by self-designating as en
intermediary between immigrants and Italians. She tries
to emancipate immigrants and to give them
opportunities for a better future, but she faces many
contradictions during the implementation of projects.
Despite her antiracist believes, she ends up producing
minorization of immigrants (Guillaumin 2002). Based on
a triple dynamics — of « racialization » (Guillaumin 2002;
2016), « ethnicization »(Jounin, Palomares, et Rabaud
2008) and « culturalization » (De Rudder, Poiret, et
Vourc’h 2000) - this process assigns minorities to radical
otherness, over which they have little power.

RNO2 | Sociology of the Arts

Migration Photography and Its
Role in the Research of
Migration Processes

Anna Fin
Pedagogical University in Krakow, Poland

The submitted paper is in line with the sociology of art as
well as with visual sociology and history. Its main goal is
to analyze migration photography, its role and functions,
and to start a discussion on potential applications of such
type of photography in sociological research of migration
processes. Migration photography is a kind of thematic
photography, being part of social and anthropological, as
well as artistic photography. Such kind of photography
has been developing since late 19th century and its main
aim is to record fragments of immigrant social reality and
the changes taking place within it. Migration
photography gives i.a. an insight into the sphere of
activity and behavior of migrants at specific historical
moments, into their lifestyles and relations with the
environment, the ways of manifesting their identities,
etc. Nowadays, we can extract useful information about
the culture and the society in a given period from
migration photography. During the conference,
particular consideration will be given to short
presentation of achievements of migration photography
and the key topics it undertakes. | will also attempt to
show how a visual representations of migrants and
migration phenomena may be a source material in the
research of migration processes. The basis for analysis
will be i.a. ,IMMIGRANTOPOLIS” photography project,
which has been designed as a collaborative endeavor of
scholars, curators and photographers and which aim was
visualizing the existence and presence of immigrants in
urban space.
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The Art Of Arriving: 'Refugee
Integration' Through The Lens
Of Artistic Practices

Michael Parzer, Ana Mijic, Lisa Bock
University of Vienna, Austria

'Migration and integration' are not only the subject of
sociological research, but also a main topic in artistic
practices that aim to challenge established views on
(forced) migrants and to provide forms of representation
that go beyond ethnic ascriptions or even images of
alternative (utopian) realities. However, to date, there
has been a negligible interexchange between such artistic
practices and migration sociology. Exploring the art’s
transformative potential for the sociology of migration
and integration is the main objective or our
transdisciplinary and arts-based research project 'The Art
of Arriving: Reframing "Refugee Integration" (FWF —
Austrian Science Fund). By going beyond conventional
sociological research—we are creating a real-world
laboratory, where sociologists accompany artists with
creating and recipients with interpreting aesthetic
expressions—the project focuses on contesting and
revising the traditional sociological toolkit for
understanding integration, which shows serious
limitations when applied to contemporary societies. The
concepts of 'assimilation' or 'acculturation’, for instance,
are of no analytical value in research on 'postmigrant
societies' (Foroutan), characterized by super-diversity
(Vertovec) and new majority-minority relations (Crul;
Jiménez). In our prestation we will discuss the potentials
as well as the limitations of our transdisciplinary
approach by particularly focusing on the different logics
of knowledge production in science and the artistic field
and by shedding light on the challenges of mutual
translation between sociology and the arts.

RNO2 | Sociology of the Arts

How Art Mediates Migration: a
Case of Migrant Artists in

Russia
Varvara Kobyshcha

University of Helsinki, Finland / HSE University, Russian
Federation

The emergent interdisciplinary field of art and migration
studies currently has been developing around two
thematic areas: a) how migration shapes the patterns of
individual trajectories within creative fields; b) how art
enables and mediates collective (post-)migration
diasporic or cosmopolitan communities. My study aims at
revealing the third aspect of art-and-migration
phenomena: how art shapes the migration experiences
of migrant artists. To put it simply, what does it mean to
be a migrant when you are an artist?

The paper is based on interviews with migrant visual and
plastic artists who came to Russia from neighbouring
(former Soviet) countries that | have been collecting since
August 2020. The sample includes the creators from
Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan who
moved to Moscow and Saint-Petersburg in the last two
decades.

I will look deeper into the interrelations of 'social' and
‘aesthetic' dimensions of migration. Moving between the
countries as an artist implies a shift between the
nationally defined art fields. However, it may also require
a change in artistic genre or aesthetic tradition within
which a migrant artist develops. The directions and
trajectories of migration may vary greatly for different
artists and sometimes appear just opposite to one
another.

For instance, for artists trained in the realistic tradition of
academic art, moving to Russia (even as a labour-migrant
initially) means accessing the 'heart' of their own
aesthetic universe. For a person trained in applied arts
and 'Central-Asian' aesthetics, it would require significant
adjustments to the 'Russian' style, which may feel
unwanted and be even resisted despite the artist's desire
to become a Russian citizen and be recognized as
belonging to the 'Russian culture'.
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RNO2_T04 02 | Job
preferences and
economic choices of
artists

Motivations for Self-Employed
Artistic Work: Evidence from
Contingent Worker Surveys

Tal Feder?, Joanna Woronkowicz?
1Sapir College, Sheffield University; 2Indiana University

Self-employment is much more frequent among artists
and creative workers compared to other professions. This
has led to the emergence of the notion of the ‘artist-
entrepreneur’. However, we need to better understand
how artist-entrepreneurs differ from non-artists,
especially their work motivations. This study starts
identifying motivations for self-employed artistic work by
using data from five waves of the Contingent Worker
Surveys (CWS), a supplement to the Current Population
Survey (CPS), and comparing these motivations to other
categories of self-employed workers. We model the
choice to be a self-employed artist using data on
observable characteristics of workers, as well as
information provided by workers about their motivations
for work. As a result, we identify distinct motivations,
stemming from employment conditions, which affect the
artists’ choice of self-employment. We find artists are less
likely to be ‘pulled’ toward self-employment for the
economic benefits, and more likely to be ‘pushed’ by
having no choice. Artists are most likely to choose self-
employment in order to increase their professional
autonomy (i.e., have more independence and control of
their time. However, the findings make us question the
notion of the ‘artist-entrepreneur’ by showing that both
artists and non-artists (with the exception of ‘core artistic
occupations’) have similar motivations related to seeking
professional self-determination in choosing self-
employment.

RNO2 | Sociology of the Arts

Artistic Activities Express
Artistic Identity: How Japanese

Artists Explain Their Status
Kaori Takahashi

Rikkyo University, Japan

This study looks at how artists present themselves by
focusing on what they are doing. The status of artists
reveals both their occupation and way of life, and
discussion about artistic identification involves confusion
and dispute. Bohemian and entrepreneurial artist
stereotypes provide a reference point for artists to
describe themselves, but these sometimes involve
misleading images and prejudice. Previous research has
described artists’ strategies to self-identify by positioning
themselves between the two roles as a reason why they
have issues with their identities. This study reveals a way
to solve this problematic situation. To avoid
misunderstanding, Japanese artists interviewed in Berlin
explain themselves by what they are doing, such as
painting, playing a musical instrument, or working in a
theatre company. Their artistic activities thus become a
better way to express their artistic lives than using the
word “artist.” Also, these people refer to themselves as
artists in English or German but not in Japanese because
the word “artist” in Japanese is problematic. When they
want to go into detail, they find it useful to self-identify
based on their activities. These descriptions adjust the
image of the artist. Sociological research should consider
artists not only as having an objective status but also
through their subjective interpretations.
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Career Expectations: Self--
Fulfillment in the Eyes of
Contemporary Visual Artists-
the Israeli Case.

Graciela Trajtenberg
The Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yafo, Israel

According to Menger, artists' activity, in contemporary
societies, follows an uncertain course, and its endpoint is
neither defined nor guarantee (2014). This uncertain
path embraces two related but not always overlapping
aspects: under what conditions artistic success is
achieved and how artists earn their living.

Studies conducted over the last decade have shown that
visual artists are multiple job-holding (Menger, 2014,
Throsby and Zednik, 2010; Arts Nation-Australia, 2015;
Throsby and Petetskaya, 2017). There are considerable
inequalities among visual artists in how much they work
and what they earn. Most visual artists earn low incomes
and very few earn high ones. Interestingly, this situation
crosses national boundaries and different kinds of public
cultural policy (Abbing, 2008; Menger, 2014). This
polarized distribution of income in contemporary fields of
visual art probably reflects the ‘star system’ phenomenon
(Menger, 2014). This situation does not prevent either
Israeli young people to study fine arts or established
artists from pursuing self-fulfillment. They show a
considerable high level of optimism. Half of the artists
(56.2%) believe that their financial situation will improve
in five years and less than 10% (8.3%) believe their
financial situation will turn worse (Trajtenberg and
Adler). The article analyses the ways Israeli visual artists
explain their determination and perseverance.

RNO2 | Sociology of the Arts

The Meaningfulness and Value-
Orientation of Artistic Work:
The Case of Socially Engaged
Musicians

Sari Karttunen
University of the Arts Helsinki, Finland

The artists’ work is often said to be personally or
psychically so rewarding that they are willing to sacrifice
pecuniary incomes for the chance to concentrate on their
art. While such narratives usually refer to art that is made
from purely intrinsic motives, i.e., for the sake of art, this
paper focuses on musicians who have chosen to mix
musical aims with social goals. They work, for in-stance,
with disabled people, marginalised neighbour-hoods,
refugee communities, prisoners and ex-convicts, drug
addicts, senior citizens living in care homes, palliative
care or dementia patients, or families with challenges in
child-parent relations. Music making in these
circumstances is process-oriented (‘musicking’) but may
also yield public performances. The paper focuses on the
motives and values of socially engaged musicians, their
professional aims and self-assessed achievements, the
pleasures and the other benefits of their work to
themselves and to the involved communities. Most
socially engaged musicians have expanded their practice
from narrower musicianship, and they often use the term
‘meaningful’ to describe their current work. The
presentation draws upon survey responses and in-depth
interviews with Finnish musicians that were collected
between October 2020 and September 2021 as part an
international project, “Music for Social Impact:
Practitioners’” work, contexts, and beliefs”, which began
in January 2020 and runs for three years. The research is
carried out in Columbia, Belgium, Finland, and the UK,
and funded by the UK Arts and Humanities Research
Council.
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RNO2_TO5 01 | Art and
public memory

Moniuszko on Upper Silesia 200
years after the day of birdths of

composer. Sociological studies
Maja Drzazga-Lech

University of Silesia, Poland

Stanistaw Moniuszko was a Polish National Composer
(1819 - 1872). It was the time when the Polish state did
not exist, the time of partitions. His figure and the most
popular musical works like songs and the operas Halka or
Hunted Minor functioned as a symbol of Polishness for
the Polish nation in the XIX century because of the
process of reception. He has never been to Upper Silesia
during his life. There is no evidence that his musical
pieces were played in this region during his life. However,
at the end of the XIX century, the process of reception of
the composer figures and his most popular works as a
symbol of the Polishness of Upper Silesia had started. In
those times Upper Silesian was a border region in political
and cultural meaning. There were German, Polish, and
Chech influences. At the end of the world ward 1918,
Polish State was restituted. However, the affiliation of
Upper Silesia was disputed. there were three Silesian
Uprising and plebiscites. After those events, in 1922,
Upper Silesia was divided between Polish and German
states. Till the end of The Second World War figure of
Stanistaw Moniuszko still functioned as a symbol of the
Polishness of Upper Silesia. It became a part of the social
memory of this region. In 2019 we celebrated the 200th
birthday of Stanistaw Moniuszko in Poland. | have
conducted sociological researches about the reception of
his figures at Upper Silesia. A quantitative and qualitative
investigation was organized. | was interested in the
contemporary meaning of his figures for Upper Silesians
and if it still remains a part of the social memory of Upper
Silesians.

RNO2 | Sociology of the Arts

Documents of the Pandemic.
Between Social Art and
Collective Memory

Katarzyna Niziotek
University of Biatystok, Poland

The Covid-19 pandemic has not only been creating new,
largely Internet-based, contexts and practices in almost
every walk of social life, but also a collective memory of
its own, or — to use the phrase coined by the Nobel Prize
winner Svetlana Alexievich in 'Chernobyl Prayer' for
another catastrophe — ‘a chronicle of the future.” Among
the numerous networking activities initiated online, a
trend for documentation of this traumatic global
experience and its local variations has grown, taking the
form of public calls to chronicle and share narratives and
images of life under the pandemic, merging art (or at
least creative expression) and social inquiry, and resulting
in a number of collectively built digital collections of
prospective cultural and historical value. Among these
initiatives, there are: 1) curatorial projects, 2) social and
community archives, and 3) autoethnographies of
different kind — based on both private, and public,
professional, and amateur, collaborative, and individual
effort. What a number of these projects have in common
is that they are participatory, cooperative and inclusive in
the sense that can be linked to the notions of civil society,
public space, and cultural democracy. This paper,
informed by the concepts of collective memory and social
art, offers a selection of examples of the online
‘documents of the pandemic,” and a preliminary study of
the memory of the pandemic mediated by such projects.
It is guided by the prognostic function of social research,
as expressed in the question: What (and how) will we
remember from this crisis?
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Behind The Scenes Of Personal
Stories: "Dzyga" As A

Community Experience
Marija Kozak

Ukrainian Catholic University, Ukraine

«Dzyga» is a nonprofitable art centre in Lviv, Ukraine,
founded in 1993 by local artists and public activists. It
plays a crucial role in the city's cultural life, being an open
environment for artists, musicians, and writers. Recently,
the art centre was bought by a large company associated
with  "touristy" consumption spaces and rapid
commercialisation of the city centre. This has raised a
debate on systemic problems of the city's cultural realm
such as the dominance of business interests over culture
and art.

In this case study, | analyse the environment surrounding
"Dzyga" through social, cultural, and political lenses. The
experiences of the key actors that have contributed to
the formation and development of this environment are
revealed through categories of power, knowledge and
subjectivity, and placed in the urban and historical
contexts.

The main focus is on the cultural, social, and political
backgrounds of the key personalities of the late 80s and
early 90s local art community. "Dzyga" was conceived as
a combination of literature, music and art realms that
would undermine the Soviet reality with alternative
visions and practices while building a horizontal
organisation of work in the community.

The theoretical approach of this research draws upon
Robert Desjarlais's notion of "experience", introduced in
his work "Shelter Blues", as well as on Padraic Kenney's
study of protest movements within the street carnival on
the eve of the Velvet Revolutions in 1989.

The main research methods are qualitative in-depth
interviewing and analysis of documents (journals,
newspapers, etc.)

RNO2 | Sociology of the Arts

"Conguering Lost Memories.
The Role of Artistic Practices on
the Italian Colonial Past in
Public Discourse."

Francesca Maria Fiorella
University of Salento, Italy

This contribution offers a reflection on the role of art in
processes of reconstruction and objectification of
collective and individual memory related to the
controversial Italian colonial history in Lybia and the Horn
of Africa, for which memory transmission has been
hindered by the dominant power. We’ll make use of
qualitative social investigation to draw focus on cultural
artefacts and their ability to influence the activation of a
discourse of decolonisation and public memory. More
specifically, we review contemporary visual work that in
the last fifteen years has taken on critically the colonial
and postcolonial question in Italy, in its attempt to
pressure and promote attention on a topic never debated
in depth, that nonetheless continues to have social
repercussions today as observed in the regurgitation of
fascist culture and ideology, ethnic and gender
discrimination, political agenda and economic inequality.
The research reveals how visual art is actively
contributing to loosening a social knot, tackling the
problem at its root. Wielding memory as a weapon,
artistic production and practice present themselves not
as the solution to a problem but rather as generators of
critical conscience and knowledge, through which the
spectator (as well as the social researcher) is given the
chance to start discussion based on this counter-
narrative of the past, ultimately effective in the present
and aimed at the future.
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RNO2_TO5 02 | Arts
envisioning the future

Flickers of the Future: A Case
Study in Engaging Filmmakers
in the Creation of Positive
Visions of Sustainable Worlds.

Anastasia Loukianov, Kate Burningham
University of Surrey, United Kingdom

In the face of the environmental and social crisis, positive
visions and stories of the future have been acknowledged
to be essential to a transition towards more just and
sustainable futures. Images are likely to become
particularly important resources in the creation and
broadcasting of positive stories and visions in the wealthy
and high environmental impact societies of North
America, Europe, and Australasia, both due to their
increasing ubiquity and to the special status they hold in
these societies. Flickers of the Future is a public
engagement project led by Global Action Plan (GAP)
which involves filmmakers aged 18-29 in a competition to
create positive visions for the future and aims to support
the production of the most successful idea(s) into TV
series. While researchers agree that creative outlets are
fruitful spaces for the exploration of imaginary worlds
and for the facilitation of shifts of perspectives, artistic
practices cannot be unproblematically equated with
beneficial outcomes for human flourishing. Artistic
practices are both constrained and enabled by their
existing traditions and the contexts in which they
develop. Based on interviews with 13 of the filmmakers
and a content analysis of the mood boards and
synopsises they produced for the competition, we
explore the challenges faced by the filmmakers in using
film and images to represent futures which are fair,
sustainable, and compelling to today’s audiences.

RNO2 | Sociology of the Arts

Building the Future of Popular
Culture Together: The
Transformative Capacity of
Engineered Pluralistic
Collaborative Circles

Harkaitz Zubiri-Esnaolal, Maite Santiago
Garabieta?

1University of the Basque Country, Spain; 2University of
Deusto, Spain

Access to culture is a fundamental human right that is
essential for sustainable development. It generates social
energy, trust and commitment, improves people's lives
and help imagine alternative futures. Collaborative
Circles are proven to be effective in boosting creativity.
Nevertheless, they were initially conceived as groups
formed by chance or improvisation by people with
homogeneous characteristics, not engineered by planned
socio-cultural intervention. The present study analyses
the case of Engineered Pluralistic Collaborative Circles
(EPCC) in bertsolaritza, which is the art of improvised
verse singing following metric and rhyme patterns in the
Basque language. From a Communicative approach, this
study conducted 32 in-depth interviews with experts in
bertsolaritza. In addition, 3,644 surveys of bertsolaritza
fans were carried out. Results show that bertsolaritza’s
policy has had EPCCs at its core. EPPCs have been able to
attract people from more diverse socio-linguistic and
socio-cultural backgrounds. Women have been able to
enter the art through participation in EPPCs. EPPCs offer
opportunities to train in the art as well as to generate
friendship networks and to overcome loss of meaning
and anomie, which are common in modernity. This policy
has meant that bertsolaritza is no longer in danger of
disappearing because the art has thrived considerably,
the number of improvisers and bertsolaritza events has
tripled in the last 30 years, and the volume of audiences
is the largest in many decades and is more pluralistic in
terms of age, gender and socio-cultural background.
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Mapping the Anthropocene
in The Deep Wealth of this
Nation, Scotland and
Th’Fleety Wud

Inge Panneels
Edinburgh Napier University, United Kingdom

This paper considers The Deep Wealth of this Nation,
Scotland (2018) by eco-art pioneers Helen Mayer and
Newton Harrison, known as the Harrisons, alongside
Th’Fleety Wud (2017) by artist and poet Alec Finlay. The
Harrisons explored through mapping how a future
Scotland could thrive and create surplus of ecological
resources and for the ‘life-web’ to flourish. Their future
casting is founded on deep scientific ecological
knowledge and social arts practice. This case study is
contrasted with Finlay’s work, whose linguistic mapping
brings alive past ways of knowing the landscape and
transposes them to the contemporary landscape of the
South of Scotland Tweed valley. These case studies are
placed in context of the legacy of 20th century avant-
garde artist and ecological pioneer Joseph Beuys’ Social
Sculpture and 19th century sociologist and town-planner
Patrick Geddes. These case studies are presented as
significant models of Cultural Ecosystem Services where
mapping and hacking are methods for collaborative,
often interdisciplinary, art practices which, by specifically
homing in on the local, highlight interconnectedness to
global ecosystems. It proposes that they are underused
and undervalued tools for policy-makers, to be
reconsidered in context of the new ontopolitics of the
Anthropocene, one of enmeshment and entanglement of
culture and nature. Thus, these art projects help us to
both understand our past landscapes in the present and
forecast to the future in the context of climate change
which will require cultural and societal shifts.

RNO2 | Sociology of the Arts

RNO2_TO6 01 | Artistic
utopias and practices in
urban spaces

Ensounding the City for the
Breathable Future.

Polina Golovatina-Mora!, Hernando Blanddn
Gémez?, Jorge Barco?

lUniversidad Pontificia Bolivariana, Colombia; 2Medellin
Modern Art Museum, Colombia

As critical meta-synthesis this paper revises the urban art-
and, particularly, sound-based projects connected to the
urban environmental problems to discuss the creative
potential of the sound to sensify the invisible and
silenced. More specifically, the paper addresses artistic
expressions of the social representations of urban nature,
air in particular, and the ability of sound to deconstruct
the patterns of social imaginary, translate scientific
knowledge and facilitate the scientifically and socially
deeper understanding of the urban environmental
problems and so more informed public support for
ambitious local policy action in the Medellin
metropolitan area.

Air quality issues in Medellin led to a public health burden
often disproportionately affecting the more vulnerable.
With decades-long air quality policies in place the core
problem has not yet been addressed: poor understanding
of the sources of air pollution, benefits of the actions, and
the nature of the air itself couples with seasonal
saturation of information on the air quality crisis.

Critical sonic studies explore sound together with other
senses as a site for questioning subjectivity, reality, its
dominating order and relations with the other. Sound is
used to explain the complexity and reciprocity in
interaction and highlight the productivity of diversity. The
rich organizational system of musical literacy also offers
a methodology to quantify the multidimensional impact
of interaction. The COVID-19 lockdowns evidenced the
possibility of the cleaner air and also offered a new
meaning for sound as an alternative media of sense
making under the necessity of social distancing.
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Artistic Utopian Spaces and the
Promise of Urban Development

Kerstin Niemann?, Volker Kirchberg?

IHafenCity University Hamburg, Germany; 2Leuphana
University, Liineburg, Germany

Artistic utopian spaces in cities are places of social
transformation whose original place usages have been
abandoned. Post-industrial transitions encourage urban
development in conjunction with art and community
engagement. The impetus for these developments comes
from civil society initiatives, artists, and residents who
appropriate spaces independently of official planning
processes. This discourse is primarily based on the
resistance against neoliberal growth ideologies (e.g. Gill
et al. 2019), and the corresponding study of utopian
urban spaces as a part of this resistance (e.g. Wright
2010). Artists have emerged as important actors in this
inclusive, regenerative placemaking by providing
alternatives. Socially engaged artistic practices have
given the promise of alternative urban development a
new spirit that goes beyond the concept of a creative city
(e.g. Frasz and Sidford 2017). The paper looks at the
processes and strategies of planning and realizing artistic
use concepts of urban spaces. We compare experimental
spaces, creative quarters and green spaces in the sister
cities of Chicago and Hamburg. In Chicago, our case
studies were the conversion of the Bloomingdale railway
line, Experimental Station in Woodlawn, and the Rebuild
Foundation in the South Side. In Hamburg, we
illuminated the participatory Alster-Bille-Elbe PARKS
project and the fux eG creative cooperative in Altona.
Under Corona conditions, during the summer of 2020, we
applied digital ethnography methods for data gathering
and analysis; dwelling into local contexts by analysing
web sites, documents, and conducting online interviews
and workshops to engage with local artistic and creative
actors involved in the planning process.

RNO2 | Sociology of the Arts

Urban Art Laboratory as a Form
of Engaging with Everyday Life

Aleksandra Nenko

ITMO University, Centre for German and European
Studies St. Petersburg State University, Russian
Federation

The paper reflects upon the author’s curatorial
experience of a multidisciplinary urban art laboratory
conducted as a 1-month group process in St. Petersburg,
Russia, entitled “25 lines” as a dedication to the streets
(lines) of Vasilevsky Island where it took place. The main
thesis of the lab is Guy Debord’s “art should return to
everyday life”. Through an autoethnographic lens, visual
and text analysis of lab materials and personal interviews
the paper reveals the processuality of the lab, which was
built as an intermixture of lectures and readings based on
French critical urban theory and performative situated
practices, which formed a common ground for 50
participants with different backgrounds, who then were
led through a process of urban research to the final phase
of creating artifacts representing the everydayness of the
lines. The paper shows different research techniques
(e.g. drift, dialogue, rhythm analysis, mapping) used and
tactics of appropriating the urban space were performed
by participants based on the context of the line itself and
the personal knowledge and attitudes of the members.
The paper also discusses the emergent 25 mediums,
which have translated sensual and conceptual experience
of engagement with the lines in a variety of forms -
games, installations, artbooks, alternative maps, video-
guides, sculptures - and broadcasted the direct speech
and materiality of the inhabitants’ personal worlds,
places of memory, maps of movements, and other
“documents” of everydayness. Finally the Ilab s
considered as an educational and community making
format linking art, urban studies and everyday life critical
reflection.
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The Role of Music Education
Centres in the Construction of
the Barcelona Art Scene

Marta Casals-Balaguer
University of Barcelona, Spain

This communication will present the case of Barcelona as
a city that concentrates a great diversity of music schools,
both public and private, where studies are offered at
different levels of education. From this point of view,
emphasis will be placed on the centres of higher musical
education and the role they play in the constitution of the
artistic and cultural scene of the city. The first section will
present different theoretical discussions on the
constitution of cultural scenes and the city concerning
artistic education centres. The second section will focus
on the context of Barcelona in relation to music schools.
The third section will analyse, from a qualitative
perspective, the role of schools and conservatories of
higher education in music in Barcelona regarding two
dimensions: i) musicians' individual and collective
careers, and ii) the artistic scene of the city. For this
research, a qualitative methodology was applied and the
main data collection techniques were the participant
observation and semi-structured interviews, that were
carried out with more than 50 professional musicians
from the Barcelona music scene and agents from the
education sector.

Keywords: music schools, musical scene, artistic
education, Barcelona
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The Internationalization of Art
Market in Emerging Economies:
Evidence from Contemporary
Istanbul Art Fair

Burhan Findiklil, Busra Hasboyaci?

1University of Bergen, Norway; 2Fine Art Agent London
Ltd

The markets for contemporary art have been in the
limelight over the last decades in relation to the ongoing
academic debate on cultural globalization and its
outcomes. The growing literature on the global art
market provides some evidence of its emergence and
structure, documenting how art galleries, auction
houses, collectors, artists, and their works come together
in global art fairs. The emerging economies — countries
such as Mexico and Turkey and the BRICS countries —
have considerably contributed to this process by
organizing their own markets for contemporary art
through art fairs.

This paper seeks to contribute to the relevant literature
on the globalization of art markets by focusing on the
case of the Contemporary Istanbul, the premier art fair
that has been organized annually since 2006 in Turkey.
We will scrutinize data to assess the extent to which the
Contemporary Istanbul art fair globalized. Drawing upon
quantitative data (i.e., the annual reports of the
organization) providing information about the
participants (galleries, artists, and buyers) and sales, the
paper seeks to answer the question that: is it really a
festivity of transboundary art market bringing a broad
array of foreign actors or, to the contrary, does it
predominantly put works of art by local artists on the
market to be collected by local buyers?
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Trending in the Margins:
Contemporary art from Nigeria
in the global markets

Jonathan Adeyemi
Queen's University Belfast, United Kingdom

Earlier studies have established that the value of art is
socially constructed in the global markets. Drawing on
the artistic field, feminist and postcolonial theories, this
research explored the circumstances regarding the
international obscurity and under-representation of
contemporary art from Nigeria by examining the extent
of its internationalisation. Integrating historical research
with in-depth semi-structured interviews, the research
reveals a weak internationalisation of contemporary art
from Nigeria. This weakness is partly due to the systemic
hegemonic marginalization and mainly to debilitating
domestic socio-political factors, supporting Bourdieu’s
claim that agents' position in the artistic field is
determined by their cultural, social and economic capital.
The study argues that for Nigeria to become a center of
art, supporting a robust domestic market and meaningful
international engagements, it must develop adequate
arts infrastructure and explore alternative global
networks. While the government may not support these
on its own, considering pressing fundamental demands,
it should establish a supportive legislative framework to
drive sustainable private interventions. The research
highlights the underlying prejudice and contradictions in
the positive assessment of foreign influences (including
Africa’s) on European art and the negative responses to
Western inspirations in African modernist approaches. In
addition to expanding the frontiers of knowledge in art
history, sociology of art, and cultural policy studies, it also
enhances our understanding of internationalising
contemporary art's exigencies from marginalized
contexts. Furthermore, it strengthens the arguments for
global modernisms and the correctives to Eurocentric art
historiography by establishing the aesthetic equivalence
of Western and non-Western modernisms.
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What can be the Future of
Contemporary Art Galleries in

the Age of Covid-19?
Alain Philippe Quemin

Université Paris-8 / Institut Universitaire de France /
GEMASS, France

Traditionally, the development of contemporary art
galleries is very dependent on 3 factors : 1- their own
physical space, their address being very important as it
plays a major role in their qualification as properly
contemporary structures and as it must provide a direct
access to collectors ; 2- the use of an internet site, which,
once again, must show that the codes that indicate that
a gallery is properly contemporary are fully mastered :it
provides information on the activity of the gallery and
especially on its artists (its « roster ») ; 3 -the third factor,
the infuence of which increased tremendously from the
1990’s, is the participation to art fairs. For many
structures, the sales generated by art fairs could recently
represent as much as 50 or even 70% of their sales and
many of the most successful galleries participated to no
less than 12 art fairs annually (or even as many as 20 in
the most extreme cases !). Still, the Covid-19 epidemic
broke out.. and radically impacted the activity of
contemporary art galleries, especially leading ones,
which are emblematic of the sector to the general public.
In this communication, we will analyse to what extent the
business model of contemporary art galleries which had
progressively emerged at the very end of the 20th
Century is impacted and can be redefined by the new
epidemic. How can galleries react to the new context and
how cant they reinvent their model to adapt both to the
Covid era and to the post-Covid one?
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Evaluating Contemporary
Artworks — Future’s Call is
Waiting

Anina Engelhardt

Technische Universitat Berlin, Germany

Contemporary artworks as novelties point to the future,
in which they must prove their aesthetic value and
economic worth. An appropriate form of evaluation has
yet to be found. How do people determine value or worth
of artworks despite little consensus about standards?
The inherent uncertainty of evaluating artistic goods
relates to their quality of being novelties. Despite
artworks simply being new in themselves, “novelty” is
also a criterion in evaluative processes. The meaning and
value of novelties consolidates throughout the
evaluation process. Other quality attributes replace
“novelty”, which create and perpetuate an artworks
meaning. However, novelty as a value in itself holds no
meaning and says little about quality. It is not a sign of
quality or value. How to solve the problem that currently
appreciated novelties can claim little validity for the
future? In this regard, evaluating novel artworks is
exemplary for how to manage the uncertainty of future
expectations.

A discourse analysis regarding an “economization” of
contemporary art shows how novelty both causes and
contributes to uncertainty when aesthetic and economic
values collide. Multi-sited data interweave analytically
identified aspects within the process of evaluation of
novelties on the levels of interaction and discourse. This
study utilizes 14 books, 11 interviews and supplementary
ethnographic observations.

| argue that the criterion “novelty” leads to the
destabilization of the evaluation and legitimation
process. The indeterminacy of novelty exacerbates
problems of aesthetic evaluation and obstructs
establishing validity.
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Preparing For The Future: The
Process Of Production,
Distribution, Promotion and
Marketing Of the Works Of P.
Modiano Before Winning The
Nobel Prize

Clara Levy, Alain Quemin
Universite Paris 8, France

On 9 October 2014, the Nobel Prize for Literature was
awarded to the French writer Patrick Modiano. Even if
Patrick Modiano's reputation, which was strong in
France, was more tenuous abroad, some of the literary
prizes obtained before 2014 attest to his recognition
outside the French literary field. The aim of our
communication will therefore be to show how his
publishing house, Gallimard, developed strategies so that
Modiano be awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. First,
we will explain how the Swedish Academy works and the
mechanism that leads, each year, to the awarding of the
Prize to the winning writer. Secondly, we will highlight
the fact that - and this is crucial for winning the Nobel
Prize - Modiano's work had long been accessible in many
foreign languages. Before he was awarded the Nobel
Prize, his books had already been translated into 36
languages, including English since 1971, and even - and
this is of course crucial for winning a prize, the Nobel, that
is awarded by a Swedish jury - Swedish since 1970;
moreover, from 2012 onwards, his texts had been
published by a Swedish publishing house, Elisabeth
Grate, that is notoriously close to the members of the
Committee. Finally, in a third phase, we will look at how,
once awarded, this literary prize, the most prestigious in
the world, could further strengthen and intensify the
dissemination of Modiano's works throughout the world,
by multiplying the number of translations available
(sometimes re-translations of the same work) and by
increasing sales abroad tenfold.
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Promotion, Aura, Performance:
Studying the Use of Social
Media by Italian Contemporary
Theatre Companies

Stefano Brilli, Laura Gemini
Universita degli Studi di Urbino Carlo Bo, Italy

In the last decade, the use of social media in the theatre
sector has fuelled debates on the possibility to redefine
the performer-audience relationship.  However,
insufficient attention has been paid to empirically study
how performance artists balance their use of social media
between the need to promote their work and the
ambition to experiment creatively on the medium
affordances. This paper explores the use of social media
(Facebook, Instagram, YouTube) by Italian contemporary
theatre artists and companies. The study explores
performance artists’ relational labour in tracing the
boundaries between online/offline performativity and
between personal self-narration and artistic promotion.
Through a combination of profile analysis and in-depth
interviews, we want to understand how this artistic
scene, which always experimented with intermedial and
participatory possibilities, makes sense of social media.
Preliminary results show how social media interaction
and content production is becoming an integrated part of
companies working routines. Companies position their
online activity outside a purely promotional logic. A logic
of ‘artistic aura construction’ is preferred. The lexicon of
the ‘aura’ appears as a modality to extend the artistic
field’s autonomy to typically heteronomous components
(such as social media para-textual contents). This anti-
promotional ethos translates to a lack of efficacy in
strategic communication, but it also lays the basis for
using social media to expand performative practices.
Although the interviewed companies do not exclude such
a possibility, they lament their current inability in making
such an attempt, due to scarce resources and refusal to
compromise with online platforms’ constraints.
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Promoting Art Performances
Through SNS Synthesized
Interactions

Satomi Ura
Meisei University, Japan

COVID-19 pandemic had given tremendous impacts on
performing art all over the world. How do art performers
get audiences back to theaters?

This study employs virtual ethnography (Steinmetz, 2012)
to explore the art performance on the internet promoting
audience to come back to live theaters. People stopped
going to theaters under a state of emergency for a couple
of months in Japan. Uncertainty brought an assumption
that gathering in the theater was thought as the source
of virus infections.

In the middle of an uncertain situation, the world-famous
jazz pianist, Makoto Ozone provided his live performance
on YouTube for fifty-three nights. He took requests from
viewers through YouTube comments, while he was
performing. Every night five thousand, six thousand of
the virtual audience tuned in his live performance. These
comments from virtual audiences and the artist’s
asymmetry ethnographic messages created synthetic
interactions. How rich interactions emerged virtually.
Furthermore, that situated interaction promoted
physical live performance in theaters. In this study, | will
analysis comments and performance which stimulated
artists and audience form multimodal sociolinguistic
perspective.
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Branding the Essence of J.S.
Bach. Composers as ‘retro
brands’ in amateur musical
ensembles

Sigrun Lilja Einarsdottir, Einar Svansson

Bifrost University, Iceland

In the last decades, music from various genres and
periods has been used in branding products in
consumer/retail marketing. Historically, artists and
musicians have used various methods to create their own
images to stand out from the crowd. The reality that
amateur and semi-professional choirs deal with today are
various: Firstly, there is the challenge of recruiting
talented singers to draw in new members (essential for
maintaining musical standards and for financial
purposes). Secondly, to draw audience to their
performances to collect ticket revenues and thirdly to
create a positive reputation and image to gain a certain
status in the local cultural life, specifically to receive
grants and funding from public and private bodies. This
paper will observe one case study: an English amateur
Bach choir. Data was collected through participant
observation, semi-structured interviews, and a paper-
based survey. Findings indicate that Bach, in the context
of choral music, is considered synonymous for
challenging repertoire, indicating a strategy or a
declaration of quality performance. Most Bach choirs in
the UK can be classified as semi-professional choirs,
which applies to quality features in the brand essence
and auditions being like minimal quality standards.
Furthermore, the image of Bach consisted of dominating
historical representations of him as the modest, religious
church servant who happened to be a musical genius,
demonstrating hard, protestant work ethic while raising
a big family. In a way, J. S. Bach has some of the
characteristics of a brand personality, associated with the
historical representations of his character.
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Cancer in Words and Images:
Telling the Stories of Eight
Women Between Social Science
and Art

Susana Noronha
University of Coimbra, Portugal

Merging two fields, health and the arts, this presentation
summarizes a postdoctoral sociological research about
cancer experiences that have taken place in a southern
European country, Portugal, pointing to the outline of
another ontology, epistemology and methodology, a
“third half” where people, experiences, and different
forms of knowledge are parts of an undivided and
indivisible sum. Retelling the stories of eight Portuguese
women from the researcher’s relational circle, it
combines embodied knowledge, oral narrative,
anthropo-sociological reasoning, and art, reinventing
social science, scientific illustration, and ethnographic
drawing, enhancing them with metaphor and
imagination. Resulting from informal interviews and
conversations, giving shape to the metaphors and the
events deemed as relevant from these women’s point of
view, it blends words, text and images, transforming
cancer into something that can be read, seen and felt.
These stories redefine understandings of wholeness and
disability, focusing in what remains unchanged after
cancer; they also clarify how a process of ontological
growth or shrinkage can affect the way cancer is
perceived, altering its impact on a woman’s life;
additionally, they dismantle any understanding of cancer
as an individual occurrence, describing it as a shared
event, beyond body divisions or separations; and finally
they demonstrate that resisting and surviving often
implies silencing cancer, forgetting the story, “deleting”
the past. Art or creative scientific illustration is used, not
as a representation of cancer, but as a constitutive part
of experience and a performative form of knowledge,
acting and creating change.
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“The Worse it Goes, the
Greater it Is” — Impact of Arts in
Physical Activities of Young
People with Severe or Profound
Intellectual Disabilities

Susan Marie Eriksson?, Eero Saukkonen?

1South Eastern Finland University of Applied Sciences,
Finland; 2University of Helsinki, Finland

We show a few basic results of an ongoing research
project dealing with opportunities of young people with
severe or profound intellectual disabilities to have
physical exercise as leisure, funded by ministry of
education and culture in Finland.

The research methodology entails multi-sited
ethnography in locations where physical activities take
place, such as residential institutions, special education
institutions, day activity centers, sports venues, youth
clubs and nature, as well as themed interviews of persons
close to them, e.g. family members and staff in disability,
education and leisure services.

During fieldwork, we found out that physical activity of
those young people relates to large extent to other types
of leisure activities than sports, such as performative arts
with various kinds of sensory stimulation. Physical
exercise is inherent in many art-based leisure practices.
Especially the effect of artistic performances is important
in fostering individual abilities, both physical and social.
By looking at activities in social circus and sensory club
settings especially, we shed light into such elements in
arts that promote opportunities and encourage physical
activity, and further its impact to social relations, social
statuses and practices of participation.

RNO2 | Sociology of the Arts

,Arts and Science in
Midwifery“: a Case Study in
Integrating Arts in Midwifery

Education
Triin Jerlei, Katrin Klein, Silja Mets-Oja

Tallinn Health Care College, Estonia

This presentation explores the ways arts can be used in
teaching midwifery students, both in practice and theory.
The focus case study is the analysis of a pilot year of a
new course, ,Arts and science in midwifery”, held at
Tallinn Health Care College in 2020/2021. The design of
the course involved specialists from both related fields,
midwifery and arts. The course introduced arts into
health care education in two ways. Firstly, theory and
history of visual arts were employed as a source material
for teaching history and philosophy of midwifery as an
occupation and of women as the central subject of
midwifery care. Secondly, the final assighnment was a
collaborative exhibition of student artworks.

The presentation consists of two parts: theory of teaching
medical and health care humanities, focusing on arts, and
the analysis of its application. An overview of different
studies in health care humanities education is presented,
followed by an introduction into the pilot year of the
analysed course. The case study analysis combines the
evaluations of the course and its potential benefits from
both students and lecturers involved. This presentation
aids in rethinking the designs of curricula within health
care in order to teach students a more holistic approach
and presents a case study of integration of arts, social
studies and health care.
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RNO2_T08 01 | Seeing
film: purposes and
perspectives

The Vulnerable Spectator

Cicek Usumezgezer'?

IKirklareli University, Turkey; ZMimar Sinan Fine Arts
University, Turkey

Although the way of use differs according to the changing
needs of each discipline, vulnerability is an important
research area in many different disciplines. Judith
Butler's works on vulnerability have led to a more
widespread use of the concept, particularly in the field of
social sciences, which addresses not only the negative
implications of vulnerability such as precariousness and
unequal distribution of welfare but also a common
condition of life, the mutual dependency, and openness
of our bodies. Despite this, the number of studies on
vulnerability in the sociology of arts and film studies is
limited and most of these studies focus on the
representation of vulnerable characters. In contrast to
the previous studies, vulnerability is discussed in this
study through the relationship of the spectator with her
embodied film experience. In this study, vulnerability is
transferred from the representation of vulnerable one to
the spectator’s vulnerability and the fragility of cinematic
form.

For to do so, in this study, the films of Austrian director
Michael Haneke are discussed through the possibilities of
opening an ethical space between the spectator, the film,
and the director for to make the spectator “vulnerable”.
It is pointed out that the film experience as the promise
of Haneke's cinema where cinematic forms are made
fragile, is an experience that opens the spectator to
vulnerability. It has been suggested that this experience
may allow for consideration of the spectator's own
embodiment, shared vulnerability, and unequal
distribution of vulnerability.
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Visual Construction of
Modernity: The Case of
Cinematography of Socialist
Yugoslavia

Luka Antonina
University of Zadar, Croatia

The largely state-funded film art system of the former
socialist Yugoslavia was a vital and productive one, albeit
still largely underexplored by the historians of art and
sociologists. Owing to the specific position (the Non-
Aligned movement founding member) that this former
socialist federation of states occupied in the geopolitical
constellation of powers during the so-called Cold War
period, this allowed for a rich and heterogeneous
cinematographic experience, ranging from the offical
state-funded war spectacles on a Hollywood scale of
production to the more intimately focused works boldly
treading into new territories, that sometimes fell out of
line and favour from the ruling Communist Party. The aim
of this paper is to disclose predominant narrative
strategies and visual patterns of representation in some
of those films, while analyzing them through the prism of
modernity as a cultural paradigm or, more specifically,
against cultural (cinematic) practices of socialist
modernism and its various aspects. Starting from
Eisenstadt's thesis on multiple modernities, such
historically-oriented, macro-sociological perspective on
film art production and mediation should allow for new
explanations of discursive strategies employed by the
actors involved in different aspects of cinematic
production, distribution, reception and consumption in
former Yugoslavia.

Keywords:  modernity, cinematography, socialist
modernism, discursive strategies
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Films As An Instrument Of
Disseminating Nationalist
Values: The Potential Effects Of
Solidarity And Exclusion From
The Film Directors’ Perspective

Baiba Tjarve, Liene Ozolina, Anda Lake

Latvian Academy of Culture, Latvia

While art often works as a form of protest and resistance
(Smidchens 2014, Martinez 2019), an increasing number
of studies are focusing on the arts as an instrument of
cultivating and disseminating populist and nationalist
ideas in contemporary Europe (e.g. Teitelbaum 2017,
Caiani and Padoan 2020). The aim of this study is to
investigate how artists interpret their work when their
work is commissioned by the state in order to foster
national identity. The study explores how artists reflect
on the potential effects their creative work has on
fostering belonging and solidarity or, on the contrary,
exclusion and symbolic violence among different groups
in society (such as ethnic or sexual minorities, and
others). Films as an art form hold a particularly significant
potential in terms of their social effects, considering the
reach and structure of their audiences (Lindenfeld and
Mcgreavy 2015, Rahimi and Amirian 2017). Taking this
into account, the empirical focus of this study is on the
experiences and views of Latvian film directors. The study
draws on qualitative methodology, using the films (N=16)
funded and produced as part of the Latvian centenary
(2018) celebration as a case study. On the basis of the
empirical findings, the paper seeks to make a
contribution to theorisations of new nationalism in
contemporary Europe as an exclusionary discourse as
well as a source of solidarity.
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Beyond Cinema? — Cultural
Policies and Non-Commercial
Exhibition. Contributions from
the Analysis of the Portuguese
Institute of Cinema and
Audiovisual Database,
2007-2017

Helena Santos®3, Marta Miranda'?, Luisa
Barbosa?

IFaculty of Economics, University of Porto, Portugal;
2PORDATA-Francisco Manuel dos Santos Foundation;
3CITCEM

Cinema is a complex sector, in-between market-driven
and cultural logics. When focusing on exhibition,
available information is still rare, particularly concerning
minority segments like non-commercial (‘alternative')
film exhibition (NCE). NCE has been acknowledged by
European cultural policies (as well as national policies),
especially due to technological changes such as
digitisation and streaming. NCE poses important issues
regarding the potentiality of cinema, not only for film
itself, but for a wider reflection about -cultural
accessibility and diversity. Although this is not a new
subject, in the sense that it results from the on-going
digital transformation, the current pandemic s
accelerating some changes, such as the uses of film
within performative and visual arts, and the challenging
of the cultural-artistic dimension of cinema. This situation
is a key cultural policy matter, sociological knowledge and
discussion being critical to inform contemporary policies.
Our research on NCE aims to contribute to this reflection.
After having mapped and characterized NCE in Portugal,
we accomplished the analysis of the Portuguese Institute
of Cinema and Audiovisual (ICA) database (2007-2017).
The database includes detailed information concerning
all the registered film sessions, such as: characteristics of
the exhibitors; time, date, place and regularity of the
sessions; comprehensive info about the films exhibited;
attendance.

We will present the main results of our analysis, aiming
at demonstrating the key-importance of alternative (non-
commercial) exhibition for cultural policies in near future.
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and equality in the art
profession

A Life for Art? A Qualitative
Study on Students at Italian

Secondary Art Schools.
Anna Uboldi

University of Torino, Italy

Artistic education has received focused but limited
attention from sociology, as part of an increasing interest
towards cultural labour. However, Italian artistic schools
remain a neglected research theme. The proposed study
on secondary art schools aims to explore certain early
dynamics of creative fields in Milan.

This work examines the educational experiences of
students at secondary art schools through the lenses of
cultural class differences. The research is based on in-
depth interviews and focus groups with these students
and their parents. Students’ class culture contributes to
their forming different scholastic dispositions and, above
all, different outlooks on the future. The notions of
cultural capital and habitus allow certain dynamics of the
aspiring young creatives’ process of self-formation to be
examined.

Art school has an ambivalent position in the field of upper
secondary education: it calls into question the hierarchy
between intellectual and manual work that orders the
social world. This school, therefore, represents a meeting
point and, above all, a sorting point, between young
people from different class cultures. Having in common
an interest in art, its pupils demonstrate differences in
their ways of experiencing and interpreting their choice
and envisaging the future. This study calls for further
investigation on social inequalities in artistic, educational
and employment pathways.
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Envisioning Fair Equality of
Opportunity in the Arts

Kathryn Brown?, Alain Quemin?, Gloria Guiro
Soro?, Yoram Eshkol-Rokach?, Océane Sailly?,
Franziska Wilmsen?

ILoughborough University, United Kingdom; 2Institut
d'études européenes, Université Paris 8

This paper examines tensions surrounding the
achievement of equality of opportunity in the visual arts.
Against a background of increasing market pressures, the
rise of art as an asset class, the commercialization of
museums, corporate sponsorship of the arts, the power
of mega-dealers, and the influence of private collectors
on cultural landscapes, it has become urgent to address
the wider social factors that promote or impede the
careers of individual artists at both national and
international levels. This paper draws on new empirical
data that this inter-disciplinary research team has
gathered in France and the United Kingdom relating to
the impact of gender and ethnicity on exhibition
practices, the award of art prizes, and the shaping of
cultural policies. The authors use this data to examine
structural imbalances in the art world and to debate the
kinds of change needed to foster greater cultural
democracy. It is argued that the logic underpinning a
‘winner-takes-all’ art market has shaped artists’ success
in wider arenas, including dealer representation and
exhibition opportunities. Drawing on ideas from
contemporary political philosophy, we approach the
notion of fairness from two perspectives (1) ‘institutional
fairness’, understood as the extent to which art
institutions generate or reinforce inequality; and (2)
‘procedural fairness’ considered as the processes by
which some individuals in the art world receive
advantages while others do not. It is argued that
reimagining the infrastructure of the art world is a lens
through which to examine wider issues of social justice.
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The Visible Third — Female
Artists’ Participation in the
Portuguese Contemporary Art
World

Sénia Bernardo Correia

ISCTE-IUL, Portugal

This paper is part of an ongoing research that aims to
understand the role of gender in the composition of the
Portuguese contemporary art world and the possibilities
and limits to the success of the professional paths of
women and men artists.

The field of visual arts is gender sensitive as it
differentiates the positions occupied by artists in terms
of visibility and recognition. Women artists occupy a
peripheral space, which may hinder the progression of
their professional careers.

Based on the collection of data on the participation of
artists in Portuguese exhibitions, art fairs, auctions and
art awards between 2012 and 2019, the goal of this study
is to portray female artists’ participation as a condition of
professional, social and cultural visibility.

From the analysis of a significant sample of institutions
from the artistic field, it was possible to observe that the
works of female authors are under exhibited, never
exceeding one third of the total of exhibitions. Male
artists also enjoy a comfortable majority as gallery artists
(around 70%) and as part of institutional collections
(around 80%). However, when analysing the younger age
cohorts of artists by gender, it appears that there is
representation parity, which may be a good sign of
change.

The data shows that there are persistent gender
inequalities in accessing the artist profession. Women are
not yet occupying positions of exposure, recognition and
legitimation in the market similar to those of their male
counterparts, suggesting that they may face greater
obstacles in experiencing successful professional
trajectories.
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Literature, publishing
and papers

The Catalan Novel from 1965 to
1975: a Contribution of
Publishing Industry to
Innovation

Ariadna Peralta Llado

Universitat de Barcelona, Spain

Catalan novel during the last decade of Franco’s
dictatorship is considered innovative and varied.
Following the production of culture perspective (p.eg.
Peterson and Anand, 2004), | analyse how structure and
organization of the publishing industry played a role to
explain this literary revival. However, from a
comprehensive perspective, tensions between
economic, aesthetic and even political values have an
impact on literary work (regarding writers, see Heinich,
2000). Consequently, | also reconstruct which values
guided publishers’ activity. All these features cannot be
understood without paying attention to a repressive legal
frame which diminished market dynamics (both supply
and demand). The research is based on document
analysis from public archives; also, from other primary
and secondary sources. | focus on five enterprises that
published the vast majority of Catalan novels’ during the
period. Results show that, in the sixties, variety and
innovation emerged because political and aesthetic
values were strengthened by publishing houses
organization. On the contrary, economic values were
undermined. In the seventies, the oversupply lead to a
crisis and only publishing houses that found a balance
between political, aesthetic and economic values were
able to survive. Again, their organization was
determinant. These results point to the importance of
combining different sociological approaches, but also to
take into account the particularities of each reality.
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The Impact of the COVID-19
Pandemic on the Life and Work
of Fiction Writers

Henrik First
Uppsala University, Sweden

Many cultural and creative industries are in a crisis.
Creative workers have been severely affected by the
pandemic, not being able to carry out their trade and
meet audiences. While many performing creative
workers are struggling, the situation for book publishing
and fiction authors is different. In Sweden, fiction books
have generally sold well during the first year of the
pandemic, and no major layoffs at publishing houses
were announced. This presentation draws on online
video-interviews with fiction authors to outline the ways
in which they have been affected by the pandemic. The
presentation covers the economic, social, and creative
impacts of the pandemic on the life and work of authors.
The presentation shows how the identity of being a
fiction author relates to the conditions for the creation
and production of culture during the pandemic.

The Social Representation Of
The Lower Classes On Two
Established Literary Works:
Dostoevsky's Poor Folk And
Saramago's Raised from the
Ground

Igor Felix Pinheiro Nolasco
Faculdade de Letras da Universidade do Porto, Portugal

The lower classes tend to be socially represented in the
cultural sphere in a "cliché" manner: they are usually
portrayed in a "secondary" position, as beings that work
with their hands and live hard and dull lives. The two
works chosen for this research present a different
perspective: the lower classes are the protagonists and
they are represented as complex individuals that have
contradictions and constantly reflect and react on the
reality that surrounds them. Both of these works exhibit
the physical and psychological obstacles produced by the
social and economical inequalities that exist within our
societies.
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The dominant classes have a wide economical capital and
with that they seek to legitimize its domination through
the symbolic production of works and ideals that serve
only their own interests. With that in mind, the literary
works that contradict the dominant ideology and at the
same time have established themselves in the literary
field are special and deserve attention.

The main objective of this research is to analyse how the
lower classes are socially represented in two established
literary works: Dostoevsky's "Poor Folk" and Saramago's
"Raised from the Ground". This research focuses in the
following aspects of analysis: i) work; ii) religion; iii)
women's role iv) habitus; v) housing; vi) the lower class
by the eyes of others; vii) the lower classes' view of self.
The "content analysis" combined with a sociological
analysis allowed that the hidden meanings and structures
of these literary works could be deciphered, once not just
the works but also the literary fields, the social trajectory
and the main influences of the authors were studied and
utilized in the construction of this research.

The Social Foundations of
Literary Success and Failure:
the Case of Roberto Bolafno

Hector Romero
UNED, Spain

In this paper we will analyze the literary career of the
Chilean writer Roberto Bolafio (1953-2003) using the
conceptual tools of the sociology of literature. Deceased
at the age of 50, Bolafio obtained belated recognition and
enormous posthumous success. Starting from a
theoretical proposal that articulates the macro (literary
field, enclaves of cultural innovation, social spaces of
creation) and micro dimension (ritual and internalist
interactionist, that is, attentive to the stylistic, thematic
and rhetorical dimension of the literary work) of the
relation between literature and society, we will study the
keys to that late success. We will also pay special
attention to the relation that the success or failure of
creation has with the local structure of cultural
production, in which institutional, organizational and
symbolic factors converge.
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From Vandalism to Art:
Developments and
Transformation Processes in

Graffiti
Yulia Belinskaya, Olga Kolokytha

University of Vienna, Austria

Graffiti is a common phenomenon in contemporary
urban cultural life. For the decades it has been associated
with vandalism as well as with crime and gangs (Moreau
and Alderman, 2011), and as such, has also been
perceived as an undesirable and socially unacceptable
practice, with measures against it ranging from fines to
imprisonment. Graffiti has also been studied in
association with its political connotation, with resistance
and protest (Zaimakis, 2015). Graffiti is, on the other
hand, an established form of urban communication and
cultural expression (Christensen and Thor, 2017).

Our contribution examines new development and
transformation  processes of graffiti, such as
institutionalisation, legalisation, commodification and
industrialisation. Our research is based on empirical
material consisting of qualitative interviews with graffiti
artists and institutions in Bulgaria, Austria and the
Russian Federation.

We observe the communication patterns emerging
between the graffiti artists and institutions, in major
defined by the level of trust in the institutions ranging
from very low to very high. We also identify other
tensions and common points, such as the conceptual
differentiation between various forms of street art, or the
questions of legality. We map the transformation of the
practices of certain artists from illegal to more
commercial and identify processes of conversion of
vandalism into art.
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New Ultra-Conservative
Discourse in The Polish Field of

Visual Arts
Pawet Mozdzynski

University of Warsaw, Poland

The direction of the discourse of contemporary visual arts
was determined by the avant-garde and neo avant-garde
of the 20th century. Progress, social emancipation aimed
at the protection of minorities, deconstruction of
institutionalized religions and national histories, and
transgressions of norms and conventions have been
permanently inscribed in the ideological arsenal of
artists, as well as the shock strategy designed to cause a
radical change in the audience.

However, despite the avant-garde, subversive, and
transgressive orientation inscribed in the foundation of
the world of art, for at least 10 years a discourse has been
developing in the Polish field of visual arts, trying to unite
ultra-conservative axiology with contemporary art. This
discourse has a strong national Catholic and anti-
modernization tone. Pictures, videos, installations,
performances, and other works are against tolerance
towards sexual minorities, the equality of women, the
values adopted by the EU. These artists and curators are
fighting against postmodernism, “political correctness”,
feminism, ,LGBT ideology”, deconstruction of Polish
history, atheisation of Polish society, and every ,,left-wing
arts”. The words of curator and critic, one of the most
important animators of the right-wing artistic discourse,
can be considered emblematic: "contemporary art does
not have to be leftist at all". The artists and curators
developing this ultraconservative artistic trend are
strongly supported by the Polish authorities.

The paper will refer qualitative research of the discourse
in the Polish field of visual arts.
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Getting On Like A House On
Fire: Theatre Censorship And
Conditions Of Crisis In Greece

Post-2010.
Olga Kolokytha?, Matina Magkou?

1University of Vienna Austria; 2SIC.Lab Méditeranée
University of Céte d'Azur

Although censorship committees in Greece were
abolished in 1986, censorship practices continue,
especially in the arts and culture. Our proposal looks into
theatre censorship in Greece post- 2010, identifies and
maps the association of censorship with conditions of
crisis, and how direct and indirect processes and
mechanisms of censorship operate. We identify the
different contexts and reasons behind censorship in
theatre and discuss how audiences, culture professionals
and cultural organisations participate in and/or react to
different censorship practices in Greece.

We examine the press coverage of selected cases to
identify how they were received and portrayed by the
press and the ways voice has been given (or not) to
different opinions, but also interview artists and
administrators to get an insight on the views of people
involved.

We argue that it is not a coincidence that those cases
took place during the past decade, a time when the
country suffered from the most acute crisis of its recent
history. The fact that censorship has been abolished in
press earlier than in the theatre in Greece, reveals the
extent to which theatre is politicised, the dynamics of its
audiences and the influence of different censorship-
related narratives in the Greek society during times of
crisis.
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“The Crisis as Catalyst for a
New Relationship between
Policy and People in the Arts.”

Johan Kolsteeg?, Lisa Gaupp?

IRijksuniversiteit Groningen, Netherlands, The;
2L euphana University

The covid crisis has forced cultural producers to make
drastic decisions in their day to day operations, like
reducing live visitor numbers in museums or moving
concerts and festivals online.

The impact of these choices on audience experience we
are just beginning to explore.

Also, the crisis is sometimes also framed as an
opportunity for realising — overdue — changes in the
cultural field, which fuels the need to revisit contentions
underpinning its practices, for example in the field of
audience engagement.

Exploring the tacit knowledge from embodied practices
developed in these recent developments could help
translate into policy advice when looking at it from a
transdisciplinary perspective.

In this argument the concept of cultural democracy is
instrumental, when approached along the cultural and
the politicological perspectives, here taken as learning to
live with cultural differences and/or increasing cultural
representation of underrepresented people.

This paper investigates how forced changes may
engender an agenda for cultural democracy and future
relationships between audiences, cultural producers and
cultural policy makers.
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Arts Organizing before
Precarity and Crisis: The Case of
Portuguese Art Workers

Joana Marques'?, Luisa Veloso?3

1A3S; 2CIES-Iscte; 3lscte - Instituto Universitario de Lisboa
(ISCTE-1UL)

The outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic has thrown a
spotlight on the arts sector worldwide. In Portugal, art
workers immediately responded to provide access to
culture and citizenship in unconventional places and to
adapt to an online presence performing mostly free work.
Simultaneously, the sector's structural precarity, that had
always existed, has been chronically exposed, also raising
the visibility of non-creative professionals in the art
worlds (mediators, operators, technicians). On the
private sector side, some reference cultural institutions
took advantage of the crisis to advance neoliberal
agendas of cuts and dismissals. Before the absence of
government response to a sector comprised mainly by
independent and informal workers, arts professionals
started an unprecedented and persistent process of
organizing for claiming urgency measures addressing
their basic survival needs, but also a consistent policy and
statute for the sector. This paper will discuss the changes
happening in the Portuguese art worlds from two main
standpoints: (1) the role of the State in the (de)regulation
and (de)professionalization of the sector, when great
responsibility should be exercised in the definition of
public policies guaranteeing access to adequate labour
rights and social protection to all workers; and (2) the
ways arts professionals have been organizing to cope
with precarity and crisis, through different forms of
collective organization (worker collectives, shared service
cooperatives, mutual support systems, inter-
organizational collaboration, protest and collective
action). The Portuguese case is taken as a case study of a
reality that is affecting arts professionals worldwide,
demanding a discussion at national and supranational
levels.
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Benefit as a Standard Unit of
Measure for Arts Program
Design, Management, and
Evaluation

Constance DeVereaux?, Kate Keeney?

1University of Connecticut, United States of America;
2College of Charleston, United States of America

The need to establish impact for arts and cultural
organizations has increased from the 20th to the 21st
century (Courtney 2018) under political climates that
question arts and culture benefits resulting from
participation or attendance. “Benefit” is the most
commonly used concept to express positive outcomes
from the arts, which range from the practical: economic,
educational, and health to the intangible: life satisfaction,
well-being civic engagement, and social cohesion. There
is difference, however, between claiming overall benefit
from the arts, and benefits from the particular art
experiences offered by arts organizations. Indeed,
“Instead of questioning whether or not the arts actually
do have the impacts claimed for them, researchers
[direct] their efforts to coming up with evidence that they
do” resulting in numerous “methodological flaws, which
have been subjected to quite extensive scholarly
critique” (Belfiore and Bennett 2009, 17). Since many
benefits are intangible rather than concrete, many arts
organizations are hard pressed to prove their claims and
may be limited by modes of measurement not suited to
the task. The inherent ambiguity of "benefit" and its
popular application to a broad range of arts experiences,
arts activities, and arts services raises issues for research,
decision-making, program design, and evaluation. We
address these challenges by exploring “benefit” as a
standard unit of measure for design and evaluation of
arts organization services. We use conceptual analysis to
test the suitability and fit of a standard Benefit Unit.
Benefit analysis, transaction theory, and theory of change
are theoretical frames for introducing this conceptually
grounded measure. Two case studies where, the Benefit
Unit framework has been tested, are presented.
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Cultural Organizations in
Transition — The Role of the

Organization
Julian Stahl

Zeppelin University, Germany

Our society faces multiple fundamental challenges such
as technological, ecological or societal transformations.
They are characterized by a complex interplay of different
actors on different levels. These developments also affect
organizations of the cultural sector and their institutional
embedding, be it through new cultural policy demands,
new technologies or new collaborations. However, the
organizations are not only passively exposed to these
developments; they are an active part of the
transformation processes and play a significant role in
shaping them.

At the same time, a look at current research on
organizations in the cultural sector shows that the
concept of organization/organizing itself is often not
considered with the same precision as other aspects, e.g.,
institutions, legitimacy, leadership, innovation or
business models. However, it can be assumed that a
precise understanding of the organization of cultural
organizations is necessary in order to reflect on and
shape their role in the context of current societal
developments.

Against this background, the contribution presents initial
findings from two extensive ethnographic field studies
(one of which was digital due to the pandemic) that
examined organizational practices in two production
houses in the field of contemporary visual and
performing arts in Germany over the last year (2020).
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Simmel and the Arts: An
ethnographic observation of
the Biennale

Dafne Muntanyola Saura
UNIVERSITAT AUTONOMA DE BARCELONA, Spain

How do we look and talk at the Venice Biennale?
Following Simmel (in Frisby and Featherstone, 1997) we
claim that international art exhibitions are the result of
the generalisation of the social template of the money
economy. There is much that is common between
international ‘trade fairs’ at the turn of the past century
and contemporary international art exhibitions such as
the Venice Biennale. All are attempts to condense into a
single time and space a ‘representative sample’ of
contents. They exhibit a competitive element between
the objects on display, and stress observation over
purchase. Simmel isolates four aesthetic tendencies at
work in exhibition environments: transience, shop-
window aesthetic, stylistic relativity and amusement. His
classic analysis goes hand in hand with current pragmatic
and ethnomethodological theories on artistic judgement
(Hennion, 2000; Heinich, 2014, Zembylas, 2014). We
present here a longitudinal audiovisual and participant
observation of the Biennale exhibits in 2013, 2015, 2017,
and 2019. We thus present evidence of the visitors use of
space, type of participation, multimodal communication
patterns, use of the body and the aesthetics of the artistic
displays. The findings show how the key principles
oulined by Simmel are still in play. However, dress,
conversations, and artistic evaluations take after the
volatility of hyperconnected sociality, both intense and
fragmented. The boundaries between the artists and the
visitors, so clear in Simmel's times, are blurred in the
contemporary Biennale exhibitions.
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"I am not an Artist, | Make Art”:
Amateur Artists in Israel - A
Case Study

Shahar Marnin-Distelfeld?, Uri Dorchin?

1Zefat Academic College, Israel; 2University of Colorado,
USA

This study deals with the dichotomy between amateurs
and professionals in the visual arts in Israel, a topic
scarcely researched. The Library and Memorial Center in
Kiryat Tiv’'on, Israel, in which there are two galleries —was
chosen as a case study. The Israeli Art Gallery, supported
by the Ministry of Culture is considered "professional”,
while the Upper-Floor Gallery (UFG) is considered
"Amateurish". The study focused on thirty self-taught
visual artists who are considered "amateurish" due to
their lack of academic background in the arts, their
relatively old age, and the kind of art most of them
create. All of them have exhibited in the UFG recently.
The aim was to understand the widespread phenomenon
of retired people who dedicate their everyday life to art,
as a second career, investing time, energy and money in
becoming "professional”, while yet encounter lack of
official recognition, obstacles in displaying their art and
low remunerations. The methodology applied combined
in-depth interviews with these artists, along with a visual
analysis of their artwork. We adopted the theory of
serious leisure perspective (SLP) by Robert A. Stebbins
(2015). According to the findings we claim these artists to
be located on an axis between "amateurish" and
"professional" within a fluid area of "serious leisure".
Aside from their marginal position in the art field, we
detected a few characteristics distinguishing their
artwork from that of "professionals".
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"The Misunderstandings in the
Field of Professional Identity -
Designers Vs. Artists"

Paulina Rojek-Adamek
Pedagogical University of Cracow, Poland

The main goal of the presentation is to show how the role
of designer is perceived nowadays. It will be described by
the tasks and functions assigned to contemporary
professional definition, and by misunderstandings
accompany these descriptions. Designer's work is often
identified with purely artistic work, which cannot be
considered the only and proper way to define it.
However, there are common elements that have
foundations both in the method of education and in the
functions prescribed to art and design.

In order to to justify the aims of the presentation, this
description will be made through the prism of the
relationship between the role of the designer and the
role of the artist. The theoretical perspective is, among
others, the sociological concept of the art field (Bourdieu
1992/2001) and the art world (Becker 1982/2008),
supported by the contemporary concept of design and
critical design (Dunne, Raby 2001).

As part of the considerations — at first, it will be
introduced the concept of design and its functions
connoting close relations with the field of art; second —
defined the features distinguish the role of a designer and
an artist. This part is based on individual statements of
professionals within this field collected by the author.
Keywords: design, designers, artists, professional role
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Connected to A Better World
Through Chopin: The Social and
Cognitive Impact of Chopin-
Related Polish Music Events on
Japanese Musicians and

Amateurs
Yasuko Shibata

Polish-Japanese Academy of Information Technology,
Poland

The paper considers the social and cognitive effects of
webcasted Polish Chopin events on Japanese pianists and
classical music lovers.

The Polish ways of celebrating Fryderyk Chopin’s music
shifted to the space of flows to let their loyal and latest
fans engage themselves with newer forms of musical
communication. Besides canonical on-demand clips of
“Polish” performances of Chopin’s works characterized
by an exquisite balance of musicality, artistic
individualism and spirituality, livestreaming of Chopin
competitions, festivals and related events, organized in
Poland yet free from its conventional concert rituals,
attracts a growing number of participants worldwide
including those from Japan. The virtual audience,
conditioned by the values of their personal world rooted
in the space of places, commune with the livestreaming
performers over cultural meanings and transcendent
values of Chopin’s music.

How does digital musical communication via Chopin’s
works affect the somatic and psychological senses of self
of Japanese musicians and amateurs? What are the
effects of the listeners’ virtual contexts on their
appreciation of particular values of Chopin’s music? How
can the feelings generated through livestreamed
Chopin’s music serve their personal resilience and social
relationship under the coronavirus pandemic?

On the basis of in-depth interviews with Japanese pianists
and in-depth/focus-group interviews with Japanese
amateurs who participate in Chopin-related events run
and aired online by Polish institutions, the norms and
practices of the cyber Chopin community nurturing
intimate humanity and negating political conflict, as well
as their impact on the way Japanese perceive and face
the world, will be critically analyzed.
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Challenged By The Pandemic:
Socially Responsive Responsible
Art And Design As Living-
Thinking

Hernando Blandén Gémez, Polina Golovatina-
Mora

Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana, Colombia

The present paper discusses the challenges the pandemic
COVID-19 posed for engaging with and teaching socially
responsible design. Remote teaching/learning, social
distancing and the threat of the disease transmission, in
addition to other new threats that the wvulnerable
territories in Medellin, Colombia, has faced during the
pandemic significantly limited the traditional and
contact-based methods of data collection and learning
the territory. Lockdowns caused by the pandemic made
walking and travelling around the city impossible, difficult
or more dangerous.

Nevertheless, the pandemic and its limitations made
both a student and an instructor reconsider their
teaching/learning and research methods, question the
existing knowledge and sense hierarchies and explore
new ways and realities of knowing and learning towards
the new freedom and inclusion. Instead of the extensive
methods and “travelling” outside, the design had to
explore more intensive methods and the “travelling”
inside, “still travelling” (Deleuze and Guattari). This
initiated re-thinking of the subjectivity, and facilitated
reflexivity, construction of the new sensibilities and
empathies.

The paper presents the collaborative work conducted in
a socially responsible design methods course at a
Colombian private university during two semesters
(2020-2 and 2021-1), discusses the new dynamics
emerged in/beyond the classroom towards socially
responsible design and art more sensitive and responsive
to the vulnerability and marginalisation; art and design as
the way of quotidian sense making, learning, of living-
thinking. The paper analyses the practical examples of
the design and artistic elements, materials, sources and
methods of social and community knowledge.
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Critical Reflections onEthical
Dimensions of the Biographic
Narrative Interpretive Method
(BNIM): The
Multidimensionality of Risk and
Trauma in BNIM Panel Analysis

Lisa Moran
Edge Hill University, UK

The Biographic Narrative Interpretive Method (BNIM) is
accorded prominence in social scientific research in
various (and interlinking) social scientific domains
including social work, social care, education, and health
research. Much extant literature focuses on the BNIM
interviewing technique. However, the literature on BNIM
analysis is exceptionally sparse. BNIM is characterised by
specific interviewing and analysis approaches; it is
comprised of interlinking sub-sessions and ‘pushing’ for
Personal Incident Narratives (PINs). Despite its usage
with vulnerable groups including young people in state
care, care leavers and women experiencing unplanned
pregnancies, sparse research exists on ethical dimensions
of BNIM interviewing or analysis. BNIM analysis
comprises interpretive panels of people from diverse
backgrounds exploring how interviewees would have
experienced particular life events in different contexts.
This paper asks ethical questions about the potential of
causing emotional harm to BNIM panel participants,
given the range of traumatic encounters people
negotiate across the lived life. These questions are under-
explored in existing research and more research into
BNIM analysis is required overall.
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In ‘Anticipation Of The Future':
Biographical Research In
Piecing Together Fragmented

Lives
Maggie O'Neill}, Lyudmila Nurse?

1University College Cork, United Kingdom; 20xford XX1
Think Tank, United Kingdon

In April 2020, six colleagues from the Research Network
03 ‘Biographical perspectives on European societies’
including the authors took on a “walking” journey as a
response to the call for papers from the ESA to share our
experiences of lockdown. Using the methodology of the
walking interview as a biographical method (O’Neill and
Roberts, 2020) our walks were recorded and reflected
upon, producing snapshots of our everyday lives,
memories of the past. Walking helps us to form a sense
of our past, present and future. The act of giving a
personal account takes place within the flow of time, and
is situated within social interactions, environments,
landscapes and ‘'ongoing' biography. Having been
physically locked down in our houses, flats, cities and
countries and socially distanced in our own public spaces
we have tried to establish a meaning of lockdowns for us
and for the biographical methods that we all practice: the
new meaning of ‘time’, ‘space’, means of
‘communication’. Timing of the twists and turns in human
lives that are commonly described in the analysis of the
biographical narratives have always come with the
anticipation of the future, expectations and plans. This
faculty of the biographical method have to be fully
engaged in providing the in-sights on what the after-
pandemic us and society would look like. Our
biographical walks reflected on the lost connections,
forgotten episodes and people, books and treasured
moments in lives - these would be the building blocks on
piecing together fragmented lives of individuals, families,
communities, countries. It is the time for the researchers
to look forward.

166



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

Ethnography and Biography:
Towards an Interpretation of
Transnational Lives

Thales Speroni
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona - UAB, Spain

The transnationalization of social life creates significant
challenges for the interpretation of contemporary
biographies. In what ways can we reconstruct
transnational narratives and understand new ways of
relating to time and space? This communication
addresses this emerging issue and is organized into three
main parts. First, it proposes the combination of three
theoretical and methodological principles: 1) the
interpretive  sociology, = which  recognizes the
simultaneous and interwoven constitution of action and
social structures; 1) the methodological
transnationalism, which problematizes methodological
nationalism, ethnic essentialism, and the researcher
positionality; Ill) and a relational perspective of social
space that refutes reductive conceptions of a
substantialist nature. Second, we advocate for the
articulation between biographical and ethnographic
methods. Specifically, we discuss the potential and
compatibility between the multi-sited ethnography
proposed by George Markus (particularly in the modality
of "following" people) and the Biographic-Narrative
Interpretive Method created by Gabriele Rosenthal and
her colleagues. Third, we present a multi-sited
ethnographic study developed through the "following" of
immigrants' biographies and their families between
Bolivia and the cities of Sdo Paulo and Barcelona. In
particular, it is discussed how the articulation between
ethnography and biography enabled the interpretation of
transgenerational and transnational (de)construction
and circulation of health and education concepts and
strategies. To conclude, it is argued that one of the main
potentials of the articulation between ethnography and
biography is the possibility of a non-ethnocentric and
non-essentialist interpretation of social life.
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research: analysis and
interpretation

Entering the Research Field:
Affective Autoethnographic
Encounters

Minna-Kristiina Ruokonen-Engler
Institute for Social Research Frankfurt, Germany

Doing biographical research under COVID-19 pandemic
places not only the research participants, but the
researchers themselves in a more or less vulnerable
position. The pandemic situation forces researchers not
only to take care of the research subjects and their well-
being, but to reflect on their own embodied, gendered,
and affective involvement in the

research process. This situation has led to an increased
amount of written autobiographical reflexion that can be
found in blogs, corona diaries, newsletters, and journals.
The need to reflect own everyday experiences and to
share these autobiographical accounts with other people
seem to be means to make sense of the collective
confusion that we are all confronted with. In my paper, |
ask what we can learn from such autobiographical
reflexive accounts and discuss how such reflexive writing
can support a research process under conditions of a
global

crises. In my discussion, | draw upon my own research
process, as | started to work on a new research project on
social upward mobility experiences and their
intergenerational negotiations in migrant families just in
the middle of COVID-19 pandemic. | show how the
reflexion of my own embodied positionality with the help
of autoethnographic writing enabled me to cope with the
emotions and affects, methodological and methodical
challenges that the pandemic situation had caused and
finally to start with my research project. In consequence,
| argue that autoethnographic writing offers a creative,
reflexive epistemological tool that can support the entry
into the research field in the context of uncertain societal
conditions.
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Abuses and Misuses of the
Concept of Trajectory

Katarzyna Waniek?, Andrzej Czyzewski?
1University of Lodz, Poland; 2University of Lodz, Poland

The following considerations are rooted in Fritz Schiitze’s
approach to the biographical research and refer to one of
the key concepts developed in that field — trajectory.
Although it is the most often and meticulously described
biographical process structure, it is — as we can observe —
abused and misused in many different ways. In many
cases it is applied (not generated from the research
process) without the in-depth understanding of its
ontological and epistemic foundations. This causes loss of
its meaning and explanatory power.

We will therefore look at a few selected cases in which
the narrators' experiences are misinterpreted (or, on the
contrary, are not recognized) as a trajectory of suffering,
and we will try to explain why this is so. We will show that
many researchers referring to the concept of trajectory
tend to take shortcuts in accordance with the
requirements of the alliance of common sense with social
psychology. Consequently, the trajectory is misdiagnosed
(or emphasized) where it is absent and, conversely, not
noticed (or diminished) where it really is. This is often
related to the difficulty of suspending common
knowledge and the tendency to introduce psychologizing
explanations.

We will also provide examples to illustrate profound
terminological and definition misunderstandings and
discuss the resulting misunderstandings. For trajectory is
often understood as the course (whole or stage) of life or
any biographical process, or as the only way of
experiencing social reality by a passive individual
subjected to anonymous external pressure.
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What is Left Unsaid: Omission in
Biographical Narratives

Anabela da Conceigdo Pereira, Sénia Bernardo
Correia, Magda Nico, Ana Caetano

Iscte -Instituto Universitario de Lisboa, Portugal

When we ask people to tell us the story of their lives, it is
not the full extent of their biographies, events,
experiences and subjectivities that we have access to, but
only to a partial version of it. Biographical narratives are
permeated by processes of selection, memory and also
omission. There is a number of issues that research
participants choose not to share or disclose in an
interview context. Most of the times, what is left unsaid
cannot be acknowledged, since we can only work with
what is discursively revealed. In the scope of the
“Biographical echoes: triangulation in the study of life
histories” research project we were able to identify
significant events, moments and relationships in a
person’s life that were not disclosed in auto-biographical
accounts, but that were unveiled in hetero-biographical
ones, by close people that were interviewed about that
person’s life. The triangulation of this data allowed us to
access important elements of a biography that otherwise
would have remained unseen. We argue that omission in
this context plays an important role (i) in controlling the
presentation of the self, (ii) and of a coherent biography,
in people’s self-protection in the face of (iii) negative
emotions, (iv) tabus and (v) private matters that they do
not want to share, and (vi) in the process of depreciation
of events that are not considered relevant to be included
in the life story. We also analyse the mismatch between
the auto and hetero disclosure of such happenings or
processes.
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RNO3_TO3 | Biographies
and memory

Law, Drama and
AdaptingTestimonies of
Survivors of Mass Atrocity

Crimes for Performance
Jane Arnfield?, Agata Fijalkowski?

INorthumbria University UK, United Kingdom; Z2Leeds
Beckett University UK, United Kingdom

Collaborations between law and drama are a powerful
means to bring individuals together in times of crises.
Exchanges between academics, actors, and students of
law and drama can push disciplinary boundaries bringing
stories of hope and survival to diverse audiences. Our
paper considers the way that testimonies can inform our
understanding of mass atrocity crimes when adapted for
performance. We focus on accounts from WW2, drawing
on our respective research on /adaption of genocide
(Fijalkowski, Law &Humanities, forthcoming; Arnfield,
The Tin Ring, 2010). Testimonies are powerful legal tools
containing enduring messages of hope. Testimonies
preserve a record, which challenges the perceived notion
of trials (Ashby Wilson, Writing History in International
Criminal Trials, 2011). War crimes trials, such as
Nuremberg (1945-1949), achieved some level of
accountability. Testimonies played a pivotal role in these
trials, comprising documents collected by the Polish Main
Commission for the Investigation of Nazi War Crimes. Yet,
the law has limits, and the performance of an account is
pursued in order to get closer to the truth about events.
Our focus will begin with Zofia Natkowska, the renowned
Polish writer, who assisted in gathering evidence,
alongside her legal counterparts, in her post at the
Commission. Her experience resulted in the book
Medallions (1946) seven short stories written in
documentary style about the victims and witnesses of the
genocide in Poland. Adapting such a work for
performance challenges our perceptions of the role of
evidence in criminal trials and in shaping historical
understandings of mass atrocity crimes. This
convergence of law and drama, where the solidity of
memory and the fluidity of truth, and its opposite, merits
further exploration.
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Postmemories of Unnarrated
Family Stories

Outi Kahari, Elina Turjanmaa
University of Oulu, Finland

In this paper, we explore how the memories of forced
migration and family separation occur in the second and
third generation. We use and further develop the
concept of postmemory in order to understand how
often traumatic experiences of the parents are
transmitted to children and to some extent even to
grandchildren. By applying the biographical method and
keeping a detailed research diary, we combine the
analysis of the biographical interviews with a close
reading of the research diary. We reconceptualize
postmemory to better adapt to our study context
including fragmented or absent family narratives of the
Ingrian families. We argue that postmemory is not
necessarily narrated but may rather be sensed and
emotionally remembered.

The interviewees of the study are children and
grandchildren of Ingrians living in Finland, Estonia and
Sweden. Their ancestors lived in the area of Saint
Petersburg in Russia and experienced persecution,
deportations and/or forced migration(s) during and after
the Russian Revolution, in the Stalin era, and Word War
Il. The families of the interviewees were dispersed and
the status of those Ingrians who ended up staying outside
the Soviet Union was unsecure. In our study, we ask how
these experiences are transmitted to the next
generations and what becomes hidden over time. We
inquire what happens to the process of intergenerational
memory sharing — and, hence, the creation of
postmemories — when the nation-states’ borders and
memory politics actively push for silencing and
forgetting.
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Affective
commemorative practices

Elena Rozhdestvenskaya

Solidarity through

HSE University, Russian Federation

The museum representation of Stalinism is adjacent to
memory spaces of the city, which can be characterized as
an “emotional capture” of the city. It builds conceptually
on Massumi's theory of affect and his understanding of
affect as the ability to affect and be affected, which
indicates involvement in performative action. Important
theoretical findings by Massumi and Stern include the
concept of affective synchronization, which denotes the
attunement of a performance’s participants with each
other through their bodies and senses. Such
performances mostly include public rituals and
commemorative activities. The sociologically important
implication of the works by Bosel and Santino is the
connection between rhythmic involvement (getting into
the rhythm of a group performance) and the
synchronization of community members, because this
generates emotional involvement and eventually -
solidarity.

The gaps existing in the historical memory of Russians as
well as the allocation of official and alternative memories
generate extra-institutional commemorative practices
that can be endowed with the status of an “around-
museum”. The ethnomethodological analysis focuses on
three urban activities exercised in Moscow and in other
cities across Russia (Restoring the Names, the annual
commemoration of the repressed at the Solovetsky Stone
in Moscow, the Last Address project commemorating
victims of repressions, and the Topography of Terror
tour). This grassroots level of solidarity in
commemorative civil society initiatives fulfills an
important function of social cohesion of those social
groups that keep the memory of Stalin’s repressions
visible in the discursive field.
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Silesian Urban Area Divided By
An Invisible Border — A
Biographical Perspective On
Economic Differentiation

Kala Dobosz!, Pawet Lenartowicz?
1University of Lodz, Poland;2Independent researcher

Silesian conurbation belongs to one administrative area
and struggles with the problem of the collapse of industry
in a transformation period. However, taking into account
economic indicators one part of the region with cities like
Bytom and Zabrze is doing significantly worse than the
rest of the conurbation. This part of the conurbation did
experience mass resettlement of inhabitants after WWII.
Nearly half of the inhabitants left or were deported to
Germany, where the Polish mostly rural population was
resettled into mentioned cities. These events were
connected to large conflicts in the newly created
community.

The research aim is to trace the link between economic
differentiation and demographic history. We use the
biographical method to study three generations in two
neighboring cities, Bytom and Chorzéw. Those cities
contrast sharply in both demographic and economic
spheres. The unemployment rate was 18,5% in Bytom,
8,9% in Chorzdéw in 2015, GDP was 90% and 145% of the
country average respectively. The biographical studies on
family generations from neighboring but distinct areas
may help us understand how differences in family
trajectories result in different individual choices. We
assume that personal gestalt of life history reflects salient
economic behaviours. Our effort is to combine
economics with sociological perspectives within
biographical studies.

The study could help diagnose the problems faced by the
Silesian community in the period of transformation,
which may help policymakers to meet another
transformation due to global warming.
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RNO3_TO04 | Biographies
and identities

Biographies Of Roma
Motherhood In Contemporary
Czechia. Tapestry Of Multi-
ethnic Identity, Marginalized
Social Position And
Emancipation Challenges

Jana Obrovskd?, Katerina Sidiropulu Janku?

IMasaryk  University, Czech Republic; 2Carinthia
University of Applied Sciences, Austria

The paper is based on the thematic narrative analysis of
25 in-depth biographical interviews conducted in Czechia
with Romani mothers in 2018 within the larger scope of
international project ISOTIS. We focus on the
constructions of multiple roles and identities Czech Roma
mothers experience while often living in highly
marginalized contexts with regard to their ethnic
minority and low-income backgrounds. Their life
narratives reveal the patterns of motherhood in their
families of origin, how they were becoming mothers,
what does it mean to be a mother for them, as well as
how they are reflecting in their own socialization input on
their own daughters, assuming that they will be
becoming mothers one day too. These forms of
motherhood intertwined in their biographical stories are
sometimes in line with more traditional family role
models, while other times they represent Roma women’
complicated efforts of becoming emancipated from the
larger family, poverty and social marginalization. The
narratives present the symptomatic struggle between
traditional expectations and changing social conditions
that suggest for more emancipated conduct. This struggle
is nevertheless highly influenced by racialized discourse
that prevails in contemporary Czechia. These complex
intersectional structures are inscribed into Roma
mothers’ experiences of becoming and being a mother.
Thus, we will present the inner resources of motherhood
in the context of Czech Roma women experience with
raising children and more generally care in the private
sphere.
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New Framing of Migration:
Construction of Emigration and

Return in Magazin IR
Baiba Bela

University of Latvia, Latvia

Migration in Latvia is often at the centre of public
attention, with emigration rates still exceeding
immigration rates and young people leaving the most,
which in turn amplifies the social problems caused by low
birth rates and ageing population. Return migration is
seen as very important for the future of Latvia's
development and for the future of the nation. Therefore
remigration is at the focus of the government,
researchers and the media.

The aim is to explore the construction of return migrants’
experiences of emigration and return in the magazine IR
thematic series “Back Home”, published in 2018 and
2019. Interviews are based on biographical narratives,
covering the reasons for migration, experiences gained,
resulting changes and accounts of return and
reintegration. Interviews construct a certain portrait of
the generation - the characters are young people, mainly
in their 30s and 40s, who have made the choice to return
after several years spent abroad.

Theoretical frame is based on assumption that people
can craft personal and professional lives that span
beyond nation-state borders and boundaries by creating
new social, cultural and political meaning around events,
actions and beliefs (Ozkazanc-Pan, 2019). These
narratives recognize mobility as a new ontological
condition (Calds and Smircich, 2011; Ozkazanc-Pan and
Calas, 2015) and allows to understand the ways in which
humans forge new experiences, lives and selves under
conditions of mobility (Levitt and Jaworsky, 2007).

The research is carried out thanks to support of the
national research programme «Towards sustainable
development and inclusive society in Latvia: response to
demographic and migration challenges» (DEMOMIG).
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Let’s Talk About Identity:
(Re)constructing Ethnicity,

'Race' and The Irish Nation
Yaqoub Jemil BouAynaya

Institute of Art, Design and Technology, Ireland

This article provides a contribution towards studies of
Irish identity and broader sociological understandings of
the socially constructed nature of identities. Based on
qualitative research it documents empirical data
obtained from eight focus group discussions conducted
across Ireland.

Identified heretofore are findings that emerge in the
social (re)construction of Irish identity within the
continuum of liquid modernity. Most noteworthy is the
unambiguous centrality of essentialist notions of race
within the social construction of Irishness. Although
numerous mechanisms affecting identity formation were
identified, several fundamental processes in the
(re)construction of perceived ‘Irish’ identity are
discussed. Particularly detailed is how compounded
ethno-racial distinctions are reified and conceived of in
essentialist terms; the singular idealised notion of ‘Irish’
identity is extrapolated and superimposed onto the
collective.

Overall, comprehension of the Irish social fabric is
achieved through a compounding of intrinsic notions of
evolutionary change within the context of history,
together with the reification of ethno-racial distinctions,
ethnocentrisms, as well as the belief that society can be
and is shaped by environmental externalities. Such an
interpretation of social order and potential societal
progress conveys a level of illogicality. It suggests that
through social interaction, between members of the
dominant normative group within Irish society, a
blending occurs to facilitate transmission of
racial/ethnocentric and conversely anti-essentialist
values, which merge within the psyche of individuals.
Although socio-psychological conditions perpetuate
ethnocentric biases, conversely there is a cognisant
understanding that such ideas of the inherent are actually
quite fragile, baseless and abstract.

To conclude, although such a process is reconciled by
individuals, through the preservation of conformity, it is
seen as constraining conceptions of identity as fluid.
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Social Biography As a Narrative
Tool for Developing Awareness.
A Pilot Study in Nonprofit

Organisations in Southern ltaly

Isabel Alfano, Alessio Ceccherelli
University of Rome Tor Vergata, Italy

The social biography is a useful tool of self-writing to
“calibrate” one’spoint of view, to investigate one’sway of
thinking and perceiving the world, to analyze those
elements that distinguish us and make our personal
history unique, even though we have similarities with
others.

The social biography is a narrative of the most salient
turning points (Meo, 2007) that characterise our social
histories, because it is through narration that individuals
are able to construct their own realities, shaping their
knowledge and experiences (Bruner, 2007). Thanks to
some technical indications able to stimulate a process of
self-awareness of one's own experience, social biography
can be a useful method for all those professions whose
main objective is to relate to others It allows us to modify
stereotypes and improve the way we engage and develop
interpersonal communication.

The purpose of this article is to present a research work
carried out in six Italian Regions, through 250 social
biographies written by managers of nonprofit
organizations. In an ethnological perspective (Bertaux,
2008), life stories become tools for developing a
reflection based on history, social identity and personal
experience which, as underlined by Bauman (2003), allow
the sociologist to build generalizations starting from the
uniqueness of personal stories.
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RNO3_TO5 | Challenged
by the Pandemic:
Biographies in Health
and Social Care

An English Biographical
Researcher Turns to Flanerie to
Give the Isolated Elderly a

Voice
Hazel Rosemary Wright

Anglia Ruskin University, United Kingdom

My customary practice, gathering people’s stories
through conversational interviews, was precluded by the
pandemic, forcing me to adapt my methods. And like
many others, my close-up contact shrank to immediate
family and locality; a bubble of three that included an
elderly relation who previously had functioned
autonomously. Through a process | term ‘care-creep’, |
began an insidious descent into carer as her need to
isolate and avoid public transport, together with the
closure of nearby facilities, restricted her opportunities to
live independently. | began to ‘listen’ to life as seen by my
elderly relative, learning more from the stories she told
me about her friends and contacts, and — seeking to
anonymise the data — turned the policy on daily exercise
and social distancing to one of advantage. Together,
these policies brought life out onto the pavement in a
way that was clearly audible to those nearby — whether
walking past or behind at a ‘safe’ two metres — enabling
me to become a biographical flaneur. | began to broaden
my perspective on ‘being elderly’, gleaning ideas from
watching, listening and occasionally talking with
neighbours as | wandered the village. This gave my walks
a new purpose, as | imagined life through the eyes of an
elderly companion, later capturing this in a single
anonymised narrative voice as a form of “Impressionistic
Research”. Through this account, | draw attention to the
frustrations and difficulties faced by cared ‘for’ and carer
in a rural English village in lockdown, a situation that
isolation, otherwise, renders invisible.
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Asylum Seekers’ Narratives Of
Health And lliness. A Research
In An Italian Hospital

Giulia Mezzetti
Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Milano, Italy

This paper presents the preliminary findings of a research
conducted with asylum seekers and beneficiaries of
international protection accessing an ad-hoc clinic
(ambulatory) set up for these patients by a hospital in
Rome. Based on the insights provided by studies in cross-
cultural medicine (Sannella 2021) and drawing from the
methodology developed in the fields of “narrative
medicine” (Charon 2006) and medical humanities
(Crawford 2015), the project seeks to reconstruct the
“stories of health” and “stories of illness” of these
patients through interviews akin to life stories, collected
with the aid of cultural mediators. The aim is to outline
the medical needs of this population, investigating how
such patients perceive their health status prior to
accessing the clinic and after the medical consultations,
while analysing their expectations about the hospital as
an “institution” and their judgements about the
treatments received. The paper evaluates the advantages
and challenges of the deployed methodology. This type
of interview provides ample room for the interviewee’s
self-expression and seems suitable to grasp the patients’
feelings and necessities. However, establishing rapport
with these interviewees may prove difficult: considering
they are often traumatized by the experience of
displacement and that representations of something so
intimate as the body’s suffering are culturally-laden, they
may unwillingly retrace their health trajectory with
someone who is not even a doctor, but a somewhat
“baffling” researcher. While offering a reflection about
positionality(ies), this methodological discussion shows
the implications of the encounter between different
“cultures of care” for the practice of medicine.
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Individualized Biography
at the Edge

Kali Carrigan
University of Amsterdam

The notion that modernity has transformed the self into
a reflexive and biographical project has been the
mainstay of the individualization thesis proposed by
sociologists Ulrich Beck and Elisabeth Beck-Gernsheim,
Zygmunt Bauman, and Anthony Giddens. In all aspects of
life, the properties, functions, and activities previously
attributed to social systems such as the nation-state,
welfare state, the family, etc. have been increasingly
“displaced onto global instances, while others have been
intensively displaced onto the individual” (Beck & Beck-
Gernsheim 2002: x). For persons reaching the end of life,
this internal displacement of value meanings into
individualized instances is thought to pose a significant
threat to self-identity. For sociologists, one way in which
the embodied tension of aged and dying bodies to the
reflexive construction of self has been settled has been
by the assumption that death naturally leads to a
fragmentation in individualized biography. Dying
individuals are thought to defend themselves against
ontological insecurity by focusing on the health of their
bodies, and adopting ‘survival strategies’ in which life
options are strategically manoeuvered to reduce bodily
risk and stave off physical decay. Grounded on in-depth
biographical interviews carried out with individuals
planning an assisted suicide in Switzerland, | will
challenge the assumption that the approach of death
leads to biographical rupture. | will present some of the
ways in which individuals facing the end continue to
reflexively shape their identities, and rely on previous
experience and membership to imagined communities
such as gender, ethnic group, and socio-economic status
in order to resist biographical disruption and achieve a
good 'death of their own’.
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RNO3_TO06 | Visual and
digital biographical
research

Back to Basics? Photographic
Portraits of Domestic
Confinement During the Covid-
19 Pandemic

Ana Caetano?, John Goodwin?, Magda Nico?,
Anabela da Concei¢3o Pereira?, Sénia Bernardo
Correial

Iscte-University Institute of Lisbon, Portugal; 2University
of Leicester, UK

The emergence of the Covid-19 pandemic had multiple
implications in research, namely in the development of
ongoing or planned fieldwork. In the research project
“Biographical Echoes: triangulation in the study of life-
histories” we were forced to interrupt the co-presence
biographical interviews we were carrying out. Due to this
suspension, we had to rethink the project’s design and
find alternative ways to accomplish the research goals.
The solution found was to maintain contact with the
participants who had already been interviewed to
understand how their lives had been altered by the
pandemic, and how they were experiencing those
changes. Telephone interviews were conducted and
photos illustrating their daily lives during the first
lockdown period were sent to us regularly. The analysis
of the interviews and of the 210 photographs collected
(between April and June 2020) configures what we
named as “back to basics” at two different levels. First,
from a biographical point of view, in the sense that the
structuring of everyday routines, such as hygiene and
eating habits, which generally operate on a non-
conscious level, moved not only to the forefront of the
daily organisation of time, space and relationships, but
also to a more conscious level about oneself and the
others. And, second, sociologically, because, despite
being faced with an unprecedented reality, everything
about the pandemic and its consequences concerns
elementary social processes and societal dynamics of
existence, that are already an integral part of the
conceptual nucleus and of the body of knowledge of
sociology.
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"Draw My Life Internet Video-
as an Example of a Micro Life
Story"

Kaja Kazmierska
Univeristy of Lodz, Poland

Draw My Life is an Internet phenomenon which is known
enough to have its own description in Wikipedia, where
we can read that it is “a type of Internet video in which
the author narrates their life history, set to a fast-motion
video of the author drawing illustrations on a whiteboard
of key figures and events in their life”. The videos began
with Irish YouTuber and musician Bry in 2011 and in 2013
became very popular. Many well-known YouTubers
posted such videos. They last several minutes and are a
general overview of the whole life, told in an authorial
(original) way and at the same time attractive enough to
be watched by millions of Internet users. Also today we
can find new videos. In my presentation | will analyse
these films focusing on their structure, the way
YouTubers present themselves, the events they expose in
such short story. Above all, | will try to answer the
guestion to what extent such biographical micro-stories
can become analytical material for biographical research.

Viral Epistolary: Digital
Collective Letter-Writing in
Time of Pandemic

Anita Franceschi?, Flavia Serio?, Caterina
Benelli?, Ciro De Vincenzo?

1Department of Philosophy, Sociology, Education and
Applied Psychology, University of Padova; 2Department
of Ancient and Modern Civilizations, University of
Messina

Like many other countries, Italy faced the most severe
and restrictive lockdown measures during the first SARS-
CoV-2 so-called wave, from March to June 2020.

In this period, we promoted an online letter-writing and
letter-sharing community project called "Viral Epistolary"
(VE). VE lasted three months, collected more than 500
letters, and connected thousands of people from all over
the country. VE’'s aims were to promote a digital space
aimed at sharing domestic isolation, physical distancing,
and pandemic experiences, as well as providing mutual
and community support, by using letters as a mediation,
meaning-making, and auto/biographical tool.
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Our paper foresees two parts. Firstly, we will present the
main findings of the preliminary phase of our research,
where we conducted an inter-disciplinary narrative
analysis of the letters collected. Hence, we will highlight
how digital and community writing can be understood as
a sort of “meanwhile” liminal space. The pandemic as a
social total fact is rearranged through resistance, survival,
and social relationships-restoring frames. Particularly, we
will see how personal and biographical resources are
used to deal with and understand social phenomena and
how different personal and social backgrounds emerge
from a shared narrative pretext.

In the second part, we will discuss methodological issues
related to the second-ongoing phase of our research,
which involves EV’s participants through new writing
opportunities and interviews. The scope will be to
deepen the understanding of how their experiences
related to the pandemic have changed through time and
within the transformation of overall pandemic social-
framing processes.

Photo-elicitation techniques in
autobiographical interviews
with Black Poles (work-in-
progress).

Piotr Szenajch
University of £6dz, Poland

This paper will discuss introducing visual interviewing
techniques into a biographical research design. It will also
comment on preliminary results of a pilot study.

The project aims at producing a sociography of the
experience of being a black Pole based on life stories of
adult mixed-race Poles, raised in Poland and identifying
themselves as Polish, with at least one immigrant parent.
A generation of people has come of age, who were born
into families started by immigrants coming to Poland
from Africa and Asia still under communism and in the
1990s.

Despite a significant wave of immigration in recent years,
Polish society is still uniquely mono-ethnic and mono-
cultural. There is little anti-discriminatory or multi-
cultural education in the public school curriculum. The
representation of non-white Poles in the public discourse
and popular culture is sparse. Is such a society, being
mixed-race means bearing signs of otherness which are
at all times ‘hurled in the immediacy of the visual
encounter’ (W.J.T. Mitchell).

Photo-elicitation techniques may help in reaching aspects
of experience not evoked through narrative constraints
of an oral interview. Images may elicit autobiographical
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stories in a distinct non-linear and non-chronological
fashion. As most of the interviewees are young adults,
accounting for audiovisual, digital online forms of
autobiographical expression, typical for their generation,
seems vital.

The autobiographical narrative section of the interviews
will be followed by a photo-elicitation section, consisting
of four stages, corresponding to selected strategies of
visual interviewing. These will include visual
documentation and asking for comment on photos from
interviewees’ family photographic collection, photos
shared on social media, as well as significant objects,
symbols, souvenirs or clothes from the interviewee’s
private environment.

RNO3_TO7 | Biographical
and life course research

From Victims to Survivors of
Gender-based Violence in

Universities.
Ana Vidu!, Mengna Guo?

1University of Deusto, Spain; 2University of Barcelona,
Spain

There is increasing research on the experiences suffered
by sexual harassment victims, as well as on their
processes of disclosure and resilience. Some research
suggested that the recovery of GBV victims usually
depends on the responses they receive from other
people. This paper analyzes the process from victims to
survivors of GBV victims in universities, from two
perspectives. On the one hand, we analyze to what
extent the increase in disclosures depends on having
successful referents, that is, other victims who have
experienced positive consequences after breaking their
silence, and have moved through the process of victims
to survivors with personal and professional success. On
the other hand, this study incorporates the socio-
neuroscience perspective, studying the impact in our
memory of hard episodes experienced throughout life.
Some neuroscientists reveal that autobiographical
memory has a prospective function, so depending on
how we remember the past, we project and act in the
future. Thus, considering GBV one of the episodes that
most affect our memory, addressing this issue properly is
key to a satisfactory life. Along these lines, our results
indicate that communicative interactions among peers
and support networks influence memory and have an
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impact on its transformation, which prevents future
negative consequences, that in some cases have been
shown to happen when violent episodes have occurred in
the past. This paper emphasizes the relevance of
promoting spaces for dialogue and trust so that, victims
may decide to review their past situations, from a
positive and transformative approach, while becoming
successful survivors.

The Role of Prison in Mafia
Women Life Course. The
Normalization of the
Imprisonment Experience.

Martina Panzarasa
University of Milan, Italy

The ecological and systemic approaches to the study of
human development made clear that challenges are
defined by resources, and vice versa; this is why it is
crucial to explore the relationship between these two
dimensions in order to understand how individuals
experience life transitions. Imprisonment can be
considered a hard challenge in human life course, capable
of triggering situations of stagnation or decay. However,
for families involved in mafia activities, it is a very
common experience. Due to the illicit nature of mafia
organisation, imprisonment is at least expected and, at
times, necessary to advance in the criminal careers. Since
it is not prescribed, but common and socially expected,
prison experience seems to be a quasi-normative shift
(Hendry and Kloep 2010) in mafia fellows’ life course. This
paper deals with mafia members’ representation of this
transition and their resources to face it. It focuses on the
case of mafia women and it is based on 18 in-depth
interviews with women involved in mafia organizations
imprisoned in an Italian high security section. It shows
that mafia women access some peculiar resources to face
prison challenge. These resources are rooted in a twofold
previous experience: the one they “have” thanks to the
sharing of knowledge about prison within the family, and
the one they “make” by visiting detained relatives.
Relying on these resources the challenge of
imprisonment tends to be represented through a
normalization discourse.
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Biographical Metamorphoses
of Upwardly-Mobile Academics
from East-Central Europe

Olga Kurek-Ochmanska?, Anna Dolinska3, Kamil
Luczaj!, Sylwia Mikrut!, Monika Struck-
Peregonczyk?, Edyta Tobiasiewicz?

1University of Information Technology and Management,
Poland; 2Jagiellonian University, Poland; 3Independent
Researcher

This study derives from a larger project on the
biographies of working-class academics in Poland which
focuses on showing how the experience of social mobility
shapes the cultural practices and social taste of upwardly
mobile academics. In the study, based on three narrative
interviews with upwardly mobile PhDs in their mid-
thirties, we demonstrate that these narrations are devoid
of a clear action plan to become an academic. It was to
some extent by accident and coincidence of various
circumstances that they pursued careers in the academia.
The analyzed career paths were accelerated by
(significant) others who inspired the upwardly-mobile
academics to get involved in scientific student
organizations or made it possible to take up an academic
post. Although they faced different institutional
expectation patterns (from undermining the value of
academic education, through indifference, to full
support), they had all undergone biographical
metamorphoses. Even if now all three have academic
achievements, their relationship with the academia has
always been complicated. Rather than a career, they
were always seeking a job to make for a living, and some
of the alternative choices were different precarious
positions. In this paper, we compare these biographies
with the life stories of the elite Polish academics
employed by top world universities in the US and the UK.
Their narrations are in sharp contrast with the narrations
of the upwardly-mobile academics. Instead of
precariousness, they speak of academic privilege, instead
of profound biographical metamorphoses, they
experienced  perfectly orchestrated institutional
expectations and long-term biographical action plans
(often created in early childhood), and the feeling of
insecurity is replaced with a sense of self-confidence.
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Sexualities identities

A Child’s Right To Know?
Intersex Adults’ Reflections On

Childhood Medical Intervention
Maria Feeney, Tanya Ni Mhuirthile, Mel Duffy

Dublin City University, Ireland

Intersex people have bodies that are born different to
typical male-female ones. Intersex is an umbrella term
that includes more than thirty ways the human body
differs according to its sex characteristics (i.e. genitalia,
hormones, chromosomes, sex organs).

Some differences are determined at birth, in other cases,
a person may not realise they are intersex until late
adolescence when delayed physical
growth/menstruation may prompt medical investigation.
Furthermore, law and policy does not benefit intersex
people to the same extent that the non-intersex
population benefit. Issues arise relating to: the rights of
the child, bodily autonomy and integrity, to name but a
few.

Traditionally, intersex variations were pathologised in a
medicalised disability model that sought to correct/fix
the ‘problem’. Often, babies, children, and adolescents
were subjected to unnecessary interventions on their
bodies that they did not consent to in an attempt to
‘normalise’ their bodies according to the male-female
biological binary.

Using hermeneutical phenomenology, we interviewed
intersex adults some of whom discussed what it means to
have endured such interventions. They described
growing up not knowing what had happened to them and
how they eventually learned the truth about what
happened. The ongoing harmful effects of such
interventions prevail and feature in their daily lives - in
some instances, they prevent them from living ‘normal’
lives. Psychological trauma abounds. Feeling violated and
questioning their self-worth are some of the deeply
traumatic realities they struggle with as they navigate
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adulthood. Furthermore, the role of parents and doctors
emerge as problematic.

Let’s Map Our Neighbourhood:
Girls’ Participation and Critical

Sexuality Education
Parul Malik

University of Delhi, India

‘Space’ is understood to be a non-homogenous concept
with ever-shifting dichotomies of public-private, work-
leisure and geographical-imaginary (Butalia, 2012). It
encompasses physical demarcations and structures, and
carries latent socio-political and subjective meanings.
Notions, for instance, of personal safety or casual
loitering come to be conditioned by one’s intersectional
social position (Phadke, Khan and Ranade, 2011).

This paper is part of a doctoral study about Critical
Sexuality Education (CSE) and children’s agency. It builds
on frameworks of critical pedagogy (Sanjakdar et al,
2015; Freire, 2005) and participatory research (Siry,
2015) to engage with ideas of equity and social justice
through one example. It explores the role gender plays in
the lives of school going adolescent girls living at a Shelter
Home for street children in Delhi (India), as they relate to
spaces, familiar and imagined. We developed a mapping
exercise and identified locations and civic facilities that
mark everyday engagement with and navigation of public
spaces with hostility. Spaces were understood not only
through the lens of ‘safety’ or ‘risk’, but also through
perspectives of desire, say, of leisure or having ‘fun’. We
reflected on questions like: Who can claim public spaces?
How do spaces produce unequal citizens? How does
one’s lack of ownership over spaces translate to a loss of
agency and opportunities? Can we reimagine and reclaim
spaces?

The intervention was grounded in girls' everyday lived
realities. The control over content and manner of
engagement also lay with them. Girls’ participation,
thereby, enabled them to actively define their own
learning, while collaboratively nurturing the process of
research (Rampal, 2008). This amounted to pedagogical
and research implications for a comprehensive, applied
and relevant understanding of CSE.
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Children in the Digital
Economy: Rethinking and

Broadening our Understanding

of Child Labor
Angel Lara

State University of New York, College at Old Westbury,
United States of America

Digital and platform economy is being boosted by a
model of accumulation based on the exploitation of the
sociality of Internet users. Internet-using activity
embodies a dense flow of constant interactions that,
conveniently algorithmized, becomes invisible and
unpaid digital labor- productive performances
dispossessed of formal recognition and status.

Although  social  research  focused on the
problematization of digital labor has proliferated over the
past decade, there is a remarkable lack of studies
focusing on the analysis of the digital activity developed
by children- a magma of massive digital practices in social
networks, platforms and applications that, conveniently
commodified by the digital corporations, becomes
authentic labor, that is to say, a myriad of economically
exploitative activities performed by children.

Based on these assumptions, the traditional patterns of
categorization of child labor by instances such as the
International Labor Organization need to be urgently
broadened and updated. To this end, this paper offers a
sociological analysis of the qualities of the digital labor
developed by children in online networks and platforms,
as well as a description of some anthropological
implications of child Internet-using, particularly with
regard to the interactions with the virtual assistant Alexa
(Amazon) and the performances developed through the
video-sharing social networking service TikTok.
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The ENEM Exam As A Rite Of
Passage For Brazilian Children
And Youth - A Netnography Of
Digital Representations

André Cardozo Sarli

University of Geneva, Switzerland

The National High School Exam (“ENEM”) in Brazil is a
massive yearly admission test, which is attended by
millions of applicants. The exam leads, for instance, to
admission in public and private universities in Brazil, as
well in some tertiary institutes in Portugal and the United
Kingdom, among others. The applicants can therefore
land places in some of the most competitive schools and
effectively shape their capabilities. The event is
extremely relevant for adolescents and young adults,
which sum to at least 60% of the participants (INEP 2020).
As such, my hypothesis is that the ENEM holds a special
place as a rite of passage for Brazilian children and youth,
a perspective that | will explore through netnography
(Kozinets, 2015) via digital representations in two social
medias in which children and youth are heavy users:
Youtube (ICT Kids Online, 2019) and Tiktok (Sensor
Tower, 2020). Beyond school effectiveness, which is well
served in terms of research (Travitzky et al, 2014, Locco,
2005), this paper will engage in analysing the symbology
of the exam as a cultural mark, through manifestations
such as posts, videos and memes, seeing it as a potential
rite of passage, but not only limited to towards
adulthood.

The theoretical framework is based on the works of
James and Prout (1997) and Irwin (2013), in childhood
and rites of passage; Livingstone (2000) and Third et. al
(2013) on children and media, including some analysis of
the Sociology of Memes (Chen, 2012, Varis and
Blommaert, 2015).

Keywords:

Digital representations, Admission Exam, Brazil,
Childhood, Rites
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RNO4_T02 01 | Covid19 |

Unequal Closing and Opening
of Places and Spaces: Children’s
Perspectives on Well-Being
During COVID-19

Sergiu Baltatescu®, Susann Fegter?, Christine
Hunner-Kreisel?, Claudia Bacter?

1University of Oradea, Romania; 2Technische Universitat
Berlin, Germany; 3University of Vechta, Germany

Places affect children's concepts of well-being (Coulton &
Spilsbury 2014: 1307), and one consequence of policies
dealing with COVID-19 is the closure of places of daily life.
For children, these are primarily school, public play and
recreational facilities. The closure of places is
accompanied by a change in the structure of the day and,
accordingly, of everyday life and space - conceptualized
here as a relational arrangement of social goods and
living beings in places (Low 2015; OECD 2020). Parallel to
the closure of places, others opened up, for example
through online education.

Our qualitative research focused the opening up of other
places and spaces in and beyond traditional institutional
settings. The paper will present how children position
themselves in the context of the transformation of
institutionalized places and spaces and how their
concepts of well-being reveal themselves in this process.
Our findings are based on interviews with 20 children in
Romania and 20 in Germany (collected within the
projects Children's Understandings of Well-being — global
and local Contexts and Child Well-being in Romania).
Using an intersectional approach (Hill Collins & Bilge
2016) we explored the relevance of unequal social orders
for children's positionings and their concepts of well-
being (Hunner-Kreisel & Marz 2018). In doing so, we 1)
reconstructed spatial dimensions (Fegter 2014: 530) in
concepts of well-being and 2) their interconnectedness
with further social dimensions. We show 3) with
reference to the pandemic situation shifts in spatial order
and reflect 4) how these shifts inscribe into children's
understandings of well-being and reshape their
institutional relationships respectively. Our
reconstructions present local specificities and global
commonalities using cross-cultural comparison between
Romania and Germany.
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From Distance Learning to
“Schools for Future”: The
space-time generational
divide and children’s activism
in the Covid-19 era

Caterina Satta
University of Cagliari, Italy

Italy closed its schools longer than any other European
country in order to contain the first wave of the
coronavirus pandemic. In October 2020, when the trend
in infections rose again, middle and high schools were
shut down, switching back to distance learning. This
impacted not only children’s education but their lives
(with unequal impacts on children in the most vulnerable
situations), revealing the “cultural politics of childhood”
and the “generational order” of a society afflicted by
“adultism” and familism.

This proposal aims to analyse the public discourse (in
major newspapers and online), divided over the
closing/reopening of schools, emphasizing how much
space and time can be indicators of inequalities played
out on a generational level as well as the driving forces of
budding social movements initiated by children and
youth.

While the place allowed or denied to children shows their
margins of inclusion or exclusion in the public sphere,
being denied returning to school is tied to their
present/future. Within this context, we can frame the
unprecedented student activism by 12-years-olds in Italy
in the “Schools for Future” movement that tactically used
urban space both as a stage for protest and as an object
to claim. Through the bodily reappropriation of public
space to claim their right to the future, this movement
demonstrates how, in a space-time dialectic, children
experience cultural determinants and processes that
regulate and control their lives, and how they try to
influence their form and direction.
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Imagining The Future:
Intergenerational Solidarity,
Agency, Trust In Primary School
Children's Narratives During
The Covid-19 Pandemic In
London

Federico Farini', Angela Scollan?

1University of Northampton, United Kingdom;
2Middlesex University, United Kingdom

Children in Europe are living through and contributing to
unusual times. This statement is particularly apt to
describe the experience of children in education. In the
last two years, the geography of education has been
radically altered. However, the voices of children have
been often surrogated by the voices of adults, speaking
on behalf of children. By discussing data produced in
London schools with children age 9-11, this presentation
aims to bring to the fore the voices of children.
The audio-recording of lessons in 2 London schools had
been planned as part of an ongoing Horizon2020 project
(www.child-up.eu) to allow a sociological analysis of
educational interactions. Audio-recordings took place in
December 2020 following 4-weeks closures due to
several cases of Covid-19. Before the closure of all
schools in the context of a third national lockdown, 20
hours were audio-recorded.
Transcriptions of data, suggested new directions for
investigation. Data showed that on return to school in
December, teachers were inviting children to share
stories of their experiences during the 4-weeks absence.
Children’s stories were analytically approached with the
instruments offered by narrative analysis, consequently
to the idea that narratives were used by children to
interpret and present their realities, making sense of
events in a situation of generalized uncertainty. The
presentation will discuss three themes highlighted by
narrative analysis:

1) Solidarity between children and parents, in
form of intergenerational collaboration in
home schooling and the re-design of domestic
spaces and family time;

1) Perceptions of pandemic-related health and
economic uncertainty and authorship of
imagined futures;

2) Changes in the dynamics of intergenerational
trust, including display of agency as active
participation in the management of family
challenges.
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Screens And Body Maps.
Participatory Research On
Children's Time Use In Times Of
The Covid_19 Pandemic

Lucia del Moral-Espin!, Mdnica Dominguez-
Serrano?, Alicia Pérez-Garcia®

1University of Cadiz, Spain; 2University Pablo de Olavide,
Spain; 3University of Seville, Spain

Information on children's use of time and daily activities
may enrich our comprehension of children's well-being,
particularly concerning self-satisfaction and specific
capabilities development and flourishing. However, Time
Use Studies and the Sociology of Children and Childhood
have primarily advanced in parallel but not permanently
interconnected paths. Although time use surveys, Time
Use researcher's iconic tool, collects very relevant
quantitative information, these instruments can not
address critical qualitative aspects and complexities such
as meanings, conflicts, freedoms. To tackle these issues
and contribute to a better understanding of the children's
temporal experiences, we are committed to participatory
approaches that involve children in the whole research
process and not only as informants. The pandemic
context and the need for physical distance have posed a
series of barriers to moving forward in this line and have
urged us to use our creativity. Our paper describes the
development of a participatory process based on online
workshops and artistic practices to address children's
time experiences and well-being and illustrates some
ways to articulate these research practices with a more
traditional survey-based time use research approach. We
address children's participation in their families, schools,
and communities in decisions concerning how they use
their time, as well as about how participatory research
practices can potentially enhance the participatory (and
other) capabilities of those engaged in the co-creation of
knowledge. To conclude, we include some final reflection
on the pandemic's challenges and opportunities to
develop participatory research.
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RNO4_T02 02 | Social
work and protection

Born into Care — The Effects of
Area-level Deprivation on
Children Entering Care
Proceedings in Wales

Stefanie Doebler!, Karen Broadhurst1, Bachar
Alrouh?, Linda Cusworth?, Lucy Griffiths?, David
V. Ford?

lLancaster University, United Kingdom; 2Swansea
University, United Kingdom

For family courts, ordering the removal of children from
their families is the last resort when their safety and
wellbeing are in danger. Removals take place when the
parents cannot cope and are unable to give their child a
safe and stable home. In many cases, there is a presence
of domestic abuse, severe mental health struggles, and
substance misuse in the parental household. This has
been labelled “the toxic trio” in some of the literature in
the field (Brandon 2009). However, this label has been
criticized by scholars emphasizing the role of contextual
factors such as area deprivation and unemployment
(Duschinsky, Skinner, Hutchinson, Clements, Bilson &
Bywaters 2020.

This paper analyses rich Cafcass data on family court
proceedings in Wales linked to area-deprivation data
using statistical modelling. The research team is part of
the Family Justice Data Partnership, a collaboration
between Lancaster and Swansea Universities (funded by
the Nuffield Foundation). The data is held in the SAIL
Databank at Swansea University. Our focus is on how
different deprivation domains affect the incidence rates
of children in Welsh local authorities undergoing care
proceedings between 2014 and 2019. The findings
indicate that especially employment deprivation, but also
income, educational and health deprivation are linked to
increased incidence rates. Environmental factors such as
the physical, housing and access to services domain are
not statistically related to the risk of children to end up in
court. The paper adds important insights on the
importance of the wider policy context for the social
wellbeing of children in local communities.
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Well-Being and Rights Of
Children Under The Protection
System

Andrea Jover Pujol
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain

Following the principles of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, children that are in risk at home must be
protected and cared for by Public Administration. The
Child Protection System in Catalonia includes
multidisciplinar work teams called EAIA, which have a key
role: they assess the situation of each child, propose the
most appropriate measure and follow up to ensure and
promote their protection and well-being. But are these
interventions really based on promoting their well-being?
Do they fulfill the rights of this children? This research
analyzes how the EAIA’s job impacts on children’s well-
being and on their rights. It explores why is important to
generate mechanisms to assess both objective and
subjective well-being within the protection system and
proposes a system of indicators.

This is a case of study that uses the triangulation of the
three agents involved: children (aged 8-17 years old),
families and professionals. Through a sequential mixed-
method it’s noted that the measure to protect these
children does not always translate into an increase in
their well-being. The findings highlight the effects of
inequalities, resulting from the intersectional bias of the
population attended by the protection system, not only
in children's rights and their well-being but also in that of
their families.

Key-words: Children in public care, well-being,
inequalities, assessment.
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Child Rights Literacy and
Misguided Practices amongst
Professionals of the Romanian

Child Protection Services

Ovidiu Oltean, Viorela Ducu (Telegdi-Csetri),
Alina Bota, Fernando Varga, Mara Birou

Babes-Bolyai University, Romania

Although significant developments have taken place in
the past decades in the field of child rights and child
welfare in Romania, rights literacy and observance of
child rights remains a problem in the daily practice of the
Romanian child welfare system. Respecting and applying
the main principles and driving lines of child rights
intersects structures of ethnic and gender discrimination,
institutional and social hierarchies, and cultural norms, as
well as an insufficient understanding of child rights and
their norms of application within the existent
institutional settings. Drawing on a recent set of semi-
structured interviews (29) with employees of the child
protections  services, lawmakers, social  work
professionals and experts in Romania, the current
research tackles the understanding and usage of child
protection principles and norms in the Romanian child
protection  system, unearthing  the numerous
contradictions between legal norms, existent lines of
recommendation and discourses, and the daily practices
of child protection workers. While most social workers
and child protection professionals pay lip servce to child
rights and acknowledge their importance, very few
manage to observe them in practice and translate them
in institutional norms and practices. The research will
therefore attempt to uncover these lines of tension and
open-up possible directions of change that could improve
the performance and services of child protection system
in Romania.
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RNO4_TO3 | Custody,
ECEC and privacy

The Procusto’s myth and the
Neoliberal policies in Early
Childhood Education:
discourses and practices in
Portugal

Catarina Tomas!, Manuela Ferreira?

1Escola Superior de Educagdo de Lisboa and CICS.NOVA,
Portugal; 2Universidade do Porto, Portugal

In the international and national context, we have
witnessed an intense debate around the role and
function of Early Childhood Education (ECE), above all
due to the enormous pressure that the demands of
neoliberal society place on its professionals, families and
children. The neoliberal discourses based on the apology
of performativity, flexibility, individual choice,
accountability, rankings, and meritocracy, are mirrored in
early promotion of the development of school skills and
curriculum narrowing, along with its pedagogical
practices. The almost absence of these research in the
field of ECE and, even more, focusing on the way children
experience these demands and the principles of
democracy, equity and participation made possible by
the right to play, generate tensions and changes in
everyday life. Drawing into Sociology of Childhood and
Education and Educational Sciences we aim to analyse
these tensions/changes to apprehend how the children
and educators deal with them. Observations and
interviews carried out in several kindergarten, public and
private, located in three different cities in Portugal
(Lisbon, Porto and Braga), between 2017 and 2019, allow
us to highlight the "weight" of schoolification processes
and the devaluation of play as a right and a particular
mode of children’s participation - traits that reconfigure
the child in ‘ideal learner’, educators as primary teachers
and the ECE like the primary education.

183



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

Material Practices of Children
in Shared Custody
Arrangements: Dealing with,
and Making Sense of, a World
in Motion

Bérengére Nobels, Laura Merla
University of Louvain, Belgium

This proposal focuses on multilocal families and more
specifically on the lived experiences of children of
separated parents, aged between 10 and 16, and living
between two fixed households. Our main aim is to
highlight, through materiality, different daily practices
that children develop to deal with these absences and
presences. Based on semi-structured interviews with 20
Belgian children mobilizing participatory methods, we
analyze how the objects that surround these young
people help them organize their world into a lived space
(Rolshoven, 2008) and establish links and continuities
that offer them a certain stability in the experience of
mobility. Two sets of material practices emerge from our
data. The first consists of fixing “stationary objects” to
order, distinguish and be anchored in each living space.
The second consists of creating permanence and
continuity in movement with "objects in transition" that
travel with children. We show that these practices and
the meaning given to them are constructed at the
crossroads between children’s own aspirations and the
affordances and limitations set by their family
environment (marked by material and spatial constraints,
educational values and styles, and specific temporalities).

Being an Individual and a
Sibling: Battles for Privacy
within Sibling Relationships in
Turkey

Hamide Elif Uzumcu

University of Padova, Italy

Sibling relationships may involve an abundance of
solidarity as well as conflicts. Children’s individual
privacy, however, may be one of the most contested and
conflicted themes for some sibships. In Turkey, the
concept privacy is often associated with an Islamic
culture that organises most aspects of the everyday life.
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Building on a larger corpus of privacy theories
transcending the social and cultural constructions of
privacy, this research aims to explore how siblings make
sense of their own and each other’s individual privacy in
their everyday interactions. Arguing privacy as a
significant concept to childhood studies, it scrutinises
over interactional and informational contacts among
siblings. The empirical material is drawn from an
ethnographic fieldwork conducted with 33 families in
Eskisehir in Turkey. Initially, qualitative interviews that
were carried out with the target children aged 10 to 14,
their parents and siblings. This followed a series of revisits
to the participant families. Findings suggested that most
siblings aimed primarily at intruding in physical,
intellectual and emotional spheres of one another. Some
of their ways of violating their siblings’ individual privacy
included attacking, showing over-affectionate
behaviours (squeezing in lieu of hugging, biting etc.),
getting into their personal belongings, undermining their
artistic, academic or sportive achievements, making each
other feel teased and embarrassed. The generational
order and siblings’ gender were one of the key influences
over their experience of individual privacy. The younger
and the female children seemed to be less privileged and
showed subtler resistance in terms of violations of their

privacy.

RNO4_T04 01 | Culture
and consumption

Chips for Tea: Discourses about
Children and Food from the
1980s to Today

Deniz Arzuk
University College London, United Kingdom

In Britain, the disruption of food distribution at schools
during the Covid-19 pandemic, and the subsequent Free
School Meals campaign, brought back attention to
children and food. Notably, several themes in the public
discussion echoed discourses that emerged in the last
quarter of the 20th century, when British newspapers
decided to put what children ate on the table, assuming
a drastic change in food “preferences”, from elaborate
family meals to “junk” food. This focus had disregarded
political-economic factors that determined what children
had to eat, as well as the social and symbolic dimensions
of food, reducing children’s relationship with food to
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choosing, consuming and eating to maintain their bodies
as an asset.

Based on a critical reading of the news coverage of topics
such as junk food, child obesity, and school meals in the
1980s, and drawing parallels between contemporary
discussions, this paper will examine discourses about
children and food, and particularly about the
financialisation of food provision for children. The aim is
to raise questions about the possibilities of turning back
to the past, not as a series of prophecies, but as a series
of potentialities, as we remake the future.

The paper is an output of the European Commission
funded MSCA project CHIBRIT “Is There No Such Thing As
Childhood? New Childhoods in Britain and Turkey
between 1976 and 1997” which investigates changing
ideas about children and childhood, and a shift from
social to familial and individual responsibility in response
to the shared global processes of the period.

Shut Up And Smile: A Study Of
The Attitudes, Experiences And
Practices Of Photographing And
Sharing Images Of Children In

Ireland
Glenn Doyle

Dundalk Institute of Technology, Ireland

This research responds to changing sensitivities toward
the photographing of children. It investigates Irish adults’
attitudes toward and practices around the capturing and
sharing of everyday images of children across both
traditional and social media platforms.

Drawing on previous work by (Cohen, 1972), Higonnet
(1998), Holland (2004) and Rose (2010) the study
considers how contemporary discourses around
childhood, children’s rights, paedophilia, privacy, consent
and Internet safety are impacting on the practices and
attitudes of adults in Ireland around the everyday
photographing of children.

Applying a mixed-methods approach, the research is
based on surveys and individual interviews. Data was
analyzed from 360 online and offline surveys. A thematic
analysis of this data set generated themes further
explored through 12 semi-structured interviews.
Supported by field notes gathered during interviews
noting the archiving, displaying and sharing of images of
children in participants homes, this design allowed for
the triangulation of the data that resulted in a rich and
complex analysis of contemporary attitudes and
practices in Ireland
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The study finds that a range of contemporary discourses
exert a very significant and tangible effect on how people
think about and engage in practices of photographing and
sharing images of children. Finally, it considers what
longer-term impact this is likely to have on family
photography, memories of childhood and attitudes
toward childhood more generally.

RNO4 _T04 02 |
Migration

Friends That Matter: Extending,
Developing and Missing
Friendships Among CEE-born
Children Migrating To Sweden

Oksana Shmulyar Gréen, Charlotte Melander,
Ingrid Hojer

University of Gothenburg, Sweden

The aim of this paper is to widen our understanding of
how friendships change in the course of transnational
migration and through the life-course of the young
European migrants growing up in Sweden. This paper
draws on the ongoing research project on Transnational
childhoods. The project’s broader objective is to shed
some light on the experiences of re-defining and creating
significant social relationships by young people, moving
to Sweden under the age of 18 from Poland and Romania
as a result of their family’ mobility after the EU
enlargement in 2004. Children’ and youth’s mobility in
this context is frequently studied in relation to their
familial and school adaptations in a new country. Migrant
children’s transnationalism, not the least in relation to
old and new friendships, tends to be taken for granted.
Studying children as active agents in migration we
combine two steps qualitative interviews, network maps
and life lines, to map out friendships young people’s
value the most, both retrospectively and at present.
Drawing on conceptualisations by Haikkola (2011), and
Bagwell& Schmidt (2013) we show that friendships are
complex social relationships, with potential of being both
a buffer and a hinder to social adjustments post-
migration. Besides, children’s assumed transnationalism
is restricted in number of ways. In the paper, we analyse
the changing dynamics of migrant children’ friendships in
relation to three important dimensions: young migrants’
struggles in negotiating transnational friendships; social
arenas for building new inter-and intra-ethnic friendships
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in Sweden, as well as the role of friends that matter for
the young migrants’ identity construction and a sense of
belonging.

Comparative Analysis of socio-
cultural backgrounds on
Protecting Children's Rights in
Latvia and Sri Lanka (Asian and
European Contexts)

Shelomi Promoshitha Pereral, lize

Trapenciere?, Lolita Vilka®

1Riga Stradins University, Latvia; 2Riga Stradins
University, Latvia; 3Riga Stradins University, Latvia

The study focuses on comparing the implementation of
children’s rights in diverse socio-cultural backgrounds -
Latvia and Sri Lanka. This study discloses the situation in
society regarding implementing children’s rights and
finds out similarities and differences of social and cultural
backgrounds in two countries, with the base of the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC). In the theoretical part, it's discussed the
concepts of children’s rights and how these key concepts
meet together, and it discussed cultural relativity of
different local contexts affects upholding children’s rights
in Latvia and Sri Lanka. If ratifying UNCRC brings universal
uniformity for implementing children’s rights in a global
context, the situation considerably diverse in different
socio-cultural backgrounds. Practically working with
children-related issues encounter challenges in
competing claims of rights on sensitive issues on
particular cultural backgrounds. The research conducted
by quantitative survey with social work professionals. The
study analyzes and compares children's quality of life,
living conditions, and environments, the standard of
living, Education, Satisfaction level of Institutional care,
Children’s engagement to employments, adequate free
time, Reasons for challenging to remove children from
risk environments, attitude about giving physical
punishments, and other factors affect accomplishing the
rights of children in the two countries. Enhancing
children’s rights within diverse cultural backgrounds may
challenge. If UNCRC is the most widely ratified human
rights treaty all over the world, children’s rights are not
sustained completely, and there are many examples
demonstrating that practices essentially violate them.
Cultural factors cause a huge impact on determining the
reasons why a child may prevent from meeting to have
their rights.

RNO4 | Sociology of Children and Childhood

Contested Right to Education:
Young Refugees’ Struggles to
Access Public Education and to
Self- organize Learning in two
Greek Camps.

Sofia Sonia Vlachou

Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences,
Greece

The last year in Greece has been marked by country -
wide student protests against authoritarian policies that
further subjugate public education to the capitalist
doctrine of “less state” in favor of an “ever-growing
market”. In a parallel world out of civil society’s sight,
refugee children placed in mass accommodation and
detention structures are being on the whole excluded
from the public school system, which constitutes their
only chance for social integration and their only hope for
the foundation of a sustainable future. The social
landscape of the COVID-19 pandemic that is already
characterized by rigid discriminations exacerbates those
children’s exclusion, by providing the state with an
excuse to launch additional enclosure- and segregation
measures.

However, even within those spaces of exception and
under protracted emergency circumstances resistance
keeps on emerging. My presentation will delineate some
of the refugee children’s own initiatives to amend the
educational and social deficit inflicted upon them by the
restrictive policies that the current Greek government is
zealously implementing. Based on the premise that the
management of migration offers a "privileged" field for
the primary fundamental neoliberal experimentation
involving the disintegration of human rights and the
deterioration of public welfare, in order for these
processes to be extended to other subaltern subjects
later on, | will attempt to discuss the potential impact
that the interconnection of resistances could bear on
positive social change.
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Language And Cultural
Mediation As An Alternative
Future For The Inclusion Of
Migrant Children In The

Education System
Claudio Baraldi

University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy

Language barriers are one of the most relevant problems
that must be overcome to improve migrant children’s
inclusion in the education system. These barriers can
undermine children’s understanding and their possible
inclusion. Language barriers can be overcome by teaching
second (national/local) language and by providing
language and cultural mediation. Language and cultural
mediation may be seen as a way of providing intercultural
adaptation, since it allows the enrichment of linguistic
and cultural complexity of a society. This presentation
focuses on cultural and language mediation provided in
some Italian primary schools, analysing audio-recorded
mediated encounters between Italian teachers and
Arabic/Chinese parents and children, concerning
children’s performances and behaviours in the
classroom. Mediators are former migrants who became
professionals and work for specialised cooperatives. The
analysis concerns mediated interaction, in particular,
mediators’ actions that coordinate this interaction and
thus can (or cannot) enhance migrants’ agency. This
presentation focuses on the ways in which mediators’
coordination of the interaction enhances migrant
children’s agency. It shows (1) the difficulties of this task
in an educational context which is dominated by talk
about children, rather than with children, and (2) the
ways in which, in this context, children are considered
either “ratified” persons, i.e. social agents, or non-
persons, i.e. non-agents, in the interactions. This analysis
can help to understand in which ways mediation could
support the future inclusion of these children. For this
purpose, the presentation combines Childhood Studies
with social systems theory, positioning theory, Goffman’s
analysis of participation and studies on interpreter-
mediated interactions.

RNO4 | Sociology of Children and Childhood

RNO4_TO06 | Covid19 Il

Investigating Children’s
Participation While Dealing
with the Unexpected. Adapting
the Research with Students in
Times of Pandemic.

Sara Amadasi

Dipartimento di Studi Linguistici e Culturali, Universita di
Modena e Reggio Emilia, Italy

In February 2020, when the Covid-19 outbreak hit Italy,
the partners of a European project coordinated by an
Italian University had just started to collect qualitative
data on the inclusion of children with migrant-
background in their national education system, with a
particular focus on classroom interactions. The research
methods included interviews, focus groups and video-
observation of activities which aim to promote dialogic
practices within schools.

Although each national team adopted several strategies
to carry on the research, in relation to the local pandemic
management and negotiations with teachers and
professionals, in this paper | focus on the actions taken by
the Italian team to face this unexpected situation which
affected the research fieldwork. In Italy the return to
school was delayed to September 2020, therefore, we
adapted the methods for the investigation to the
conditions caused by social distancing and the physical
absence of children within schools. Moreover, while
fieldwork opportunities were lacking, reflections on
children’s participation and spaces to promote it became
as urgent as ever, given the absence of children's
personal expression in public debates on aspects that
strongly affect their life such as school closures, or, more
generally, new experiences of schooling and restrictions
of social interactions.

In this presentation | will provide some of the qualitative
data collected with children on their experiences of the
pandemic and some of the unexpected methodological
changes and considerations that the situation demanded.
These unexpected changes can actually become an
opportunity to promote alternative futures for
sociological research.
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Politics, Participation And
Accountability: Young People
Giving Meaning To Active
Citizenship During The
Pandemic

Barry Percy-Smith!, Sara Rizzo?, Leanne
Monchuk?, Laurie Day?, Malika Shah?

1University of Huddersfield, United Kingdom; 2Ecorys, UK

The Nuffield Foundation ‘Growing up under Covid’
participatory action research project reveals how many
young people feel their voices and concerns have not
been acknowledged as societies figure out how to
respond to the impacts of living through a pandemic.
Even in the UK with a strong culture of youth
participation, young people have found it difficult to have
their voices heard during the pandemic. In response to
the perceived shortfalls, confusion and double standards
young people see in the way political leaders have
managed responses to the pandemic, young people have
developed increased levels of interest in politics and
(new) possibilities of their own democratic roles. This has
been fuelled by a growing awareness as real life events
unfold around them such as systemic racial injustice and
more immediate and perversely mundane issues of
ensuring children do not go hungry.

This paper draws on ongoing participatory research with
young people across 7 countries to discuss young
people’s reactions to what they perceive as the failings
and injustices of the political classes and in turn how
young people have responded through their own
everyday acts of citizenships including self-help and
community initiatives. The paper reflects on how young
people feel about the state of the democracies they are
growing up in, and their visions for the future rooted in
notions of communitarianism and a moral commitment
to fairness and hope for the future and a belief in their
own political agency.

RNO4 | Sociology of Children and Childhood

Child Well-Being in COVID-19.
Ensuring Childhood Welfare
through Dialogic Literary
Gatherings Transferred to
Homes

Susana Ledn-Jiménez, Adriana Aubert-Simodn,
Sara Gomez-Cuevas

Barcelona, Spain

COVID-19 pandemic, activity interruption and the closure
of schools brought an unexpected situation with a
negative impact on childhood. Children became exposed
to a new environment, plenty of bleak news and
conversations, social distance, routine adjustments and
home confinement. This new context is especially
worrisome when talking about vulnerable children, with
developmental issues, family disruptions or a trauma
history. The consequences on their health and well-being
turn to an emergency, which urges attention and
demands collective action for reinventing education, to
give continuity to learning and ensuring child well-being.
International recommendations stress the importance of
community actions and family implication. In the search
for educational alternatives, some schools decided to
implement Dialogic Literary Gatherings (DLG) online,
which is a Successful Educational Action (SEA) that has
always undergone presencially, where students share
dialogues about classical books while creating new
meanings jointly and sharing values, feelings and
knowledge. The aim of this study has been to analyse the
impact of implementing DLG online on subjective child
well-being, i.e. the participants’ perception of happiness
and welfare. Six DLG have been analysed, being three of
them with more than a 30% of children in vulnerable
conditions. Data has been gathered through
communicative life-stories, semi-structured interviews
and communicative groups, addressed to children,
parents and teachers, respectively. Results show a
positive impact on child well-being, among them,
improvements in educational participation and learning;
on quality relationships, and in the strengthening of
friendships, self-stem, motivation or happiness, as well as
closer bonds between parents and their children.
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RNO4_TO7 |
Climate change

Youth’s Everyday
Environmentalism and Green
Lifestyles: Performing
Interpretive Agency in the Era
of Climate Change

Turkan Firinci Orman
Independent Researcher, Finland

When youth agency and climate change are understood
conventionally as 'having a voice' or in the context of
Politics, it does not reflect young people’s everyday
realities and their youthful ways of engaging with climate
change-related issues. Thus, this paper is focusing on
both formal and informal spaces of young people’s lived
worlds and presents a broader theoretical framing of
youthful political agency in the context of their
environmental citizenship. Debating different modes of
youth participation in the context of climate-change we
refer to four basic types of lived political positionings:
‘victim’, ‘free to choose’, ‘free to reject’, and
‘interpreter’. Building on the contra-legal conceptions of
Isin’s (2008) performative understanding of citizenship,
we debate youthful interpretations of everyday
environmentalism and green lifestyles through which
young people perform their critical agency. We conclude
that young people challenge adult-led conceptualizations
of environmental ideologies by implicitly or explicitly
performing green lifestyles and interpreting green values
while engaging with different climate change issues in
their everyday experiences (e.g. social injustice, poverty,
violence, consumerism, pollution, biodiversity loss, etc.).
Keywords: Youth’s political participation, climate change,
green citizenship, interpretive agency, consumerism.

RNO4 | Sociology of Children and Childhood

The Transactional Horizons Of
Greta Thunberg: Towards
Ontological Regrounding Of
Childhood Studies

Daniel Stoecklin
University of Geneva, Switzerland

Perspectives of children and young people on alternative
futures, social and political justice (or injustice) are not
independent from the material environment they
experience. New constructions of children and
childhoods are originating in the materiality of climate
change. The author analyses the speeches of Greta
Thunberg through the lenses of “transactional horizons”
that foster changing inclusions, and hence identities, as
the planet is integrated in the Self (Mead 1934). Voices
and perspectives raised by young climate activists are
seen as indicators of shifting movements among broader
cosmologies (Descola 2014). This example highlights the
regressive paradox of social constructionism: in order to
have cultural constructions of nature, there must be a
pre-cultural nature to build these constructions on
(Descola, 2014). Nature and culture are two “complexly
intervowen ecological systems” (Stephens 1994, p. 4)
that childhood studies need to better understand if they
want to bypass the trap of abstracted social
constructionism and possibly achieve an “ontological
turn” (Spyrou 2019, Alanen 2017). In Beyond Nature and
Culture (2014), Philippe Descola analyses the schemes
used around the globe to equate and differentiate human
and non-human ontologies. He identifies four
cosmologies (naturalism, animism, totemism and
analogism) and suggests that the dualism nature/culture
is bound to naturalism, prevalent in modernity. Modern
naturalism is just one variant among the possible
combinations of schemes governing the objectivation of
the world, and hence theories of identity and alterity.
This illuminates the limits of social constructionism
(Alanen 2015) and offers insights for ontological
regrounding of childhood studies.

Keywords: climate justice, dualism, ontologies, social
constructionism, transactional horizons
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‘The Slow Pandemic’: Youth’s
Climate Justice Activism and
the Stakes for Youth
Movements Under Covid-19

Georgina Christou?, Eleni Theodorou?, Spyros
Spyrou®

1University of Cyprus, Cyprus; 2European University
Cyprus; 3European University Cyprus

Through ongoing ethnographic research with Youth for
Climate Cyprus, a group of young Cypriot climate justice
activists (YCJA), associated with the global Fridays for
Future movement, we explore their strategies during
Covid-19 which focus on the production and online
promotion of antagonistic framings of the pandemic that
challenge its governmental misframing as an
unprecedented crisis. We further reflect on the potential
consequences of Covid-19 on the particularities of youth
engagement in social movements. First, we explore how
YCJA make meaning of the pandemic and how they frame
it in order to promote particular ideas about alternative
futures. We argue that most YCJA do not perceive the
pandemic as a radical break, but as a condition that
complements the existing anxiety-ridden environment in
which they live, associated with the climate change crisis
which they term as ‘the slow pandemic’. Secondly, we
reflect on the impact of Covid-19 on non-institutional
youth activism. We argue that youth movements emerge
and operate within particular conditions which are
currently under threat given the distinct mechanisms of
governing populations engineered during Covid-19. With
this paper we aim to contribute to current debates on
understandings of climate change by YCJA and explore
how then these become associated with their movement
strategies during the pandemic period. We further aim to
contribute to emerging literature on social movement
action under Covid-19 and reflect on the dangers that the
pandemic might engender for children’s and young
people’s political participation.

RNO4 | Sociology of Children and Childhood

RNO4_TO8 | Street
children and
methodological issues

Streetography: A Sociology of

Accra’s Street Children
Phillip Mizen

Aston University, United Kingdom

This paper provides a streetography of street children in
Accra, Ghana. By streetograhy, it focuses on aggregate
data collected from over 120 street children accumulated
in the course of open-ended research and which allows
us to generalise, among other things, about their origins,
parental and family situations, educational experiences
and arrival in Accra. Yet, in undertaking this
streetography this paper further considers the
implications of following this approach for the study of
street children in particular and possibly for the social
studies of childhood more generally. On the one hand, to
aggregate data in this way is to confront the social studies
of childhood’s emphasis on knowing children’s worlds
through their uniqueness, particularities and voices in
ways that demand ethnographic scrutiny (Gigengack
2008; Hecht 1998). On the other hand, and more
fundamentally, this streetography also means
confronting the prevalent view that street children are a
discursive convention ‘deftly manipulated to reflect the
various agendas and interests of stakeholders such as
welfare agencies’ (Panter Brick 2002, p. 153; see also
Glauser 1990). In response, it will be argued that the
problems often associated with this streeotgraphy’s
‘numbers game’ (Thomas de Benetez 2007, p. 65) offer
no fundamental objections to knowing about street
children’s lives in this way. Moreover, it will also be
argued that quantification is not necessarily complicit in
the reproduction of an essentialising ideology of the
pathological street child living in ‘disorganised, illegal
misery’ (Ennew 1994, p. 409) as is often argued.
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Ndoro Ndoro: Children at the
centre of their communities

Vicky Johnson?, Tessa Lewin?

1University of the Highlands and Islands, United Kingdom;
2|nstitute of Development Studies, UK

This paper presents a socio-ecological model - Ndoro-
Ndoro (meaning spiral in Shona), which positions children
at the centre of their communities. It argues that there
needs to be more attention to how children and youth,
with the adequate support, can contribute to
rejuvenating communities. This model builds on the
change-scape approach (Johnson 2011) developed in
international revisits to implementation and evaluation
programmes that were inclusive of children and youth.
Reflection on the application, emerging theorisation and
development of the change-scape over the past decade,
is followed by presentation of key findings from review of
child/ youth-centred and led projects. This analysis of ‘a
living archive’ of over 100 documents from published and
organizational reports, and over 40 interviews with field
experts across global contexts, situates the emergent
Ndoro Ndoro in the context of the Rejuvenate project.
The paper discusses how Ndoro Ndoro interacts with the
re-conceptualisation of child rights by Hanson,
Nieuwenhuys and colleagues (2013), comprising of three
pillars of: living rights, translation and social justice, and
with notions of relational agency (for example, Oswell,
2013). Ndoro Ndoro centres children and youth as agents
of change, affected by their cultural, environmental and
political contexts. Rejuvenate therefore recognizes the
centrality of including children and youth whose
innovative ideas can offer creative solutions that can help
to negotiate intergenerational relationships and social
norms, advance social justice and navigate fragile
environments.

RNO4 | Sociology of Children and Childhood

Ethical Issues and
Methodological Choices in
Health Research with Children

Stefania Fucci?, Francesca Zaltron?

1University of Parma, Italy; 2University of Eastern
Piedmont, Italy

Doing research with children means recognising their
competencies and their capacity for participation as well
as considering their point of view as a privileged tool in
order to give them “a voice at all levels of the decision-
making process” (Lewis and Lindsay, 2000). This
contribution intends to offer an ethical-methodological
critical reflection on the meanings attributed to the
concepts of “giving a voice” (Mazzei, 2009; Spyrou, 2016)
and listening, starting from the research carried out with
children suffering from chronic illnesses. An extensive
literature (Komulainen, 2007; Mazzei, Jackson, 2009;
Spyrou, 2016) highlights, in fact, the importance of
deconstructing the concept of children’s voices,
questioning primarily the processes, including the
research process itself, through which children’s voices
are produced. This means, on the one hand, paying
attention to the contextual nature of the voice, in the
construction of which the researcher himself
participates; on the other hand, grasping its polyvocal or
multi-layered character (Spyrou, 2001). For this reason, it
is increasingly important for researchers to adopt a
reflexive approach, enabling them to become aware of
the risks and power imbalances that are inherent in
research with children, as well as to develop sensitivity to
the immanent nature of ethical dilemmas within the
research relationship. This sensitivity is even more
important when we conduct qualitative health research,
because the asymmetry and power differential between
adults and children in this context is further amplified by
the fact that children are subject to multiple
asymmetries, being at the same time children, sick
people, patients.
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Ethical Problems in Some
French Sociological Studies of
Children's Socialisation and
Children's Answers to Adults'
Domination

Pascale Garnier
Université Sorbonne Paris Nord, France

This proposal is centred on recent French sociological
researches on young children which aim to demonstrate
social inequalities among them and how children
themselves participate in their reproduction. In order to
show this the sociologists put the children in tests such as
school exercices which reproduce the work they have to
do at preschool or they organize focus groups where
children are invited to depreciate each other in relations
to the hierarchy of their parents' works. Grounded on
dispositionalist approaches, more or less inspired by
Bourdieu's habitus theory, this kind of researches raises
numerous ethical questions about research on young
children (the lack of children's consent, the abuse of
adults' power, the adults' centred questions, etc.). It also
questions the qualification of childrens' identies by the
social properties of their parents (ie: "child of a middle
class family") which creates a circle in the demonstration
of social reproduction. But the data can also show
children's "vulnerability in resistance" (Butler et al, 2016)
and their "tactics" (De Certeau, 1980) for avoiding the
complete domination of adults such as imaginary stories,
silence and body' reactions (stress, tiredness, violence,
etc.). Paradoxically children's weakness may be a force
they show in such tests. But definitively as sociologist
(Garnier, 2020) we prefer different methodologies
(visual, game...) and the principle of uncertainty of
children's identities.

RNO4 | Sociology of Children and Childhood

RNO4_TO09 | Education

Making Change Possible In
Schools: ‘A Safe Space Where
We Can Truly Reflect And Be
Ourselves’

Deborah Jane Crook
University of Central Lancashire, United Kingdom

This presentation will consider the first stages of research
with young people in a secondary school in the north of
England to investigate and make sense of participation
across different school arenas. A group of young people
have suggested that how they participate at school is
both a problem and empowering feature of their lives.
Prior to embarking on collaborative research to explore
this further, they identified the importance of safe spaces
in school to enable them to identify problems,
understand their situations and creatively imagine
potential for change. Important to this were the evolving
relationships between the young researchers, their youth
workers, teachers and academic researcher as the
process of participatory action research developed.
Complexity thinking is proposed as a way to consider the
ethical questions that arise as the young people explore
and strive for alternative futures.
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Local Intervention in Pandemic
Times: What Solutions to
Ensure Children’s Right to
Participation?

Gabriela de Pina Trevisan'!, Manuel Jacinto
Sarmento?, Inés Guedes De Oliveira®, Teresa
Freire?, Mariana Carvalho?, Cidalia Silva?

1ProChild CoLAB against Poverty and Social Exclusion,
Portugal; 2University of Minho; 3University of Aveiro

The pandemic context experienced by communities and
children, specifically, by the territory of Guimaraes raised
the need for a more complex intervention that could
respond to the exceptionality of a time of children
without school and without access to public space. As
home became a central space for life, a need to reinforce
intervention with children and their families was obvious.
The Collaborative Laboratory ProChild ColLAB against
Poverty and Social Exclusion is a research institution
aiming to develop a national strategy against child
poverty and social exclusion. By relying on a
multidisciplinary and multilevel approach, the ColLAB
aims to break the cycle of poverty and to promote
children’s rights and well-being. At present times, as
different reports have suggested different needs and
rights of children and YP have been endangered
significantly, making it urgent to find alternative ways to
restore them, as far as possible. The theoretical
background for our interventions are grounded on the
sociology of childhood, social exclusion and territorialised
social participation. In order to ensure children’s rights
and participation in different activities during the
lockdowns, we developed a set of projects with local
school and community intervention projects, especially
with children aged 6-10 years old, that could promote
them. We will present the framework, theoretical
background, goals and activities of 3 different projects:
the Prochild kit(e), the School upside down Project and
mapping exercises of the lived territory of children and
young people, especially during lockdown. Results of
these projects will be presented and discussed.

RNO4 | Sociology of Children and Childhood

Seen, Heard, and (Un)welcome:
Polish Teens’ Civic Engagement
and Intergenerational Allyships

Maja Brzozowska-Brywczynska, Agnieszka
Nyms-Gorna

Adam Mickiewicz University Poznan, Poland

Even though Polish teens’ civic participation has long
been seen through the lenses of democratic deficit
affecting their generation, the recent intense period of
both domestic politics-induced crises and pandemic-
related challenges resulted in a dramatic and
unprecedented surge in civic engagement among young
people in Poland. We would like to offer a preliminary
analysis of this “generational rebellion” focusing on three
contexts of Polish teens’ intensified participation:
education, climate, and human rights. Protests in these
areas - against educational reforms, climate changes,
hatred towards the LGBT+ community, and violation of
women’s rights - have all shown not only the emergence
of young voices in traditionally “children should be seen
but not heard” culture but also offered new platforms for
possible intergenerational allyships. We will trace this
presence and identify these alliances by looking at public
and media discourses surrounding the protests and non-
adult protesters and by juxtaposing them with young
citizens’ own interpretations and justifications of their
civic activities via in-depth interviews with teen activists.
The resulting map of this newfound civic engagement and
possible areas of intergenerational solidarities and
alliances definitely disturbs the hitherto prevailing local
beliefs that children and young people are civically
disengaged and that intergenerational relations are
necessarily based on conflict. The recent context of
protests against issues transgressing the narrow frames
of “children’s vs adults’ matters” offers a more critical
look at the dichotomous relations between children and
adults, allowing us to notice their interdependence and
the complex nature of young people’s position as
subjects of political rights.
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Broadening Child Participation,
the Case of Children Advisory
Groups in Complex Research
Projects

Jessica Ozan, Gary Pollock, Aleksandra
Szymczyk@mmu.ac.uk, Haridhan Goswami

Manchester Metropolitan Society, United Kingdom

Child participation is becoming a norm in many
disciplines including sociology. The field is, however,
theoretically dominated by advocates of child-led
approaches, but very much polarised in practice as some
still do not recognise the importance and benefits of
engaging children in complex research projects.
Furthermore, children are not yet sufficiently included at
various levels of the research process. They are
particularly absent in the early stages of research design.
Drawing on two large European projects (MyWeb,
Measuring Child Well-Being, and the European Cohort
Development Project), this paper demonstrates how
children can be actively engaged in large and complex
research projects focusing on longitudinal surveys,
notably through the establishment of Children Advisory
Groups. It will reflect on the benefits and challenges
encountered during the implementation of those groups
in England and Croatia, and provide guidance to those
who may want to use this approach in the future. The
paper argues that in such context, and in many others,
the most appropriate approach is one that manages to
balance policy priorities, scientific rigor, and children’s
voices.

RNO4 | Sociology of Children and Childhood
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class and poverty

The Un/Deserving Child: Neo-
Philanthropic Philosophies and
Practices in Combating Child
Poverty

Griet Marijke Roets?, Nicolas Jacquet?, Caroline
Vandekinderen?, Coline Generet?, Daniel
Zamora Vargas?®, Didier Vrancken?

1Ghent University, Belgium; Z2Université de Liege;
3Université Libre de Bruxelles; *University College Ghent

Child poverty remains a complex and multi-dimensional
social problem in most Western societies. In the context
of the changing relationship between citizens, the
welfare state, civil society, and the market, a complex
historical reconfiguration of the institutional welfare
state framework can be observed in relation to charity-
and rights-oriented assumptions in anti-poverty
strategies towards children in poverty situations.
Whereas critical scholars have referred to newly
emerging ideas referred to as ‘neo-philanthropy’, ‘new
philanthropy’, and ‘new charity economy’, we tackle how
a discursive distinction between un/deserving children
can be at stake in anti-poverty strategies, based on
blaming ‘incapable’ parents for being responsible for the
structural conditions and inequalities in which their
children live. We focus on a qualitative research project
in which we investigate the philanthropic philosophy and
practice of a foundation that provides support to ensure
food security and educational and leisure time activities
for children in poverty in collaboration with social
partners. While exploring the practices and normative
value orientations of the foundation’s social partners, we
tease out whether, and if so, how the foundation might
be a little stone in the shoe of public actors in the welfare
state.
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How Children Negotiate And
Make Sense Of Social Class
Boundaries

Imane Kostet, Gert Verschraegen, Noel Clycq
University of Antwerp, Belgium

A small but growing body of literature has suggested that
children, regardless of social class background, tend to
self-identify as rich nor poor but as somewhere ‘around
the middle’, which raises the question of how children
imagine and experience social class (e.g., Mistry et al.
2015; Kustatscher 2017; Rauscher et al. 2017; Sutton
2009). Until now, compared to race, ethnicity and
gender, researchers have not examined the social
construction and negotiation of class position among
children in much detail (Rauscher, Friedline, and Benerjee
2017). Based on 47 in-depth interviews with children
aged 11 to 13, this paper presentation aims to fill this gap
by providing a deeper understanding of children’s active
negotiation of their social position in a super-diverse
urban environment. In this context, which is
characterized by high rates of ethnic diversity as well as
poverty, we study how a diverse group of children give
meaning to class differences and how they position
themselves with regard to different social class groups.
We argue that children not only show an acute
awareness of class differences but also engage in
symbolic boundary-making to secure a positive self-
identity. We show how children describe the ‘middle-
class’ according to their own position, to present
themselves as rich nor poor but as ‘normal’ or ‘ordinary’.
However, as the children’s narratives reveal very
different life chances, they use different identity
management strategies and repertoires to construct
their own ‘ordinariness’.

RNO4 | Sociology of Children and Childhood

Family, Children and
Companion Animals:
Educational Goals and Practices

Verdnica Policarpo, Ana Nunes Almeida,
Henrique Tereno

Instituto de Ciéncias Sociais da Universidade de Lisboa

This presentation follows up on project CLAN (PTDC/SOC-
SOC 28415/2017), and the joint lives of the participant
children and companion animals. It focuses on a
particular topic pencilled in the exploratory phase: how
does the family dynamics frame the ongoing tensions
between parental educative goals pertaining children
and animals’ interactions, on the one hand; and effective
educational methods to put them into practice, on the
other. We sketch an exploratory answer to this question
drawing on 48 interviews conducted in 24 Portuguese
families, to children aged 8-14, and one parent, in the
first stage of the fieldwork; plus 12 photo-eliciting
interviews to the children, in the second stage. All
families lived at least with one dog and/or one cat, for at
least six months.

While goals and strategies to educate children sometimes
overlap with those involving animals, they also often
conflict. We explore the conditions in which this happens,
how it impacts the way children relate to animals, as well
as their mutual wellbeing. It is our hypothesis that the
educational styles of the Portuguese, middle class,
parents in the sample help to shed light into how animals
are being cared for within families. The question is: do
these styles contribute to break the species boundary,
challenging assumptions on human exceptionalism and
primacy? Or do they reinstall and reinforce traditional,
romanticized views about children’s natural innocent
relations with companion animals at home? Taking
conflict as a productive entrance into educational
relations involving parents, children and companion
animals, it is our aim to unveil some challenges of
multispecies entanglements during childhood.
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RNO5 | Sociology of
Consumption

RNO5_TO1 01 |
Digitalisation, Markets
and Media

Transformation in the Swedish

fashion industry
Gabriella Wulffl2

1Gothenburg Research Institute, Sweden; 2The Swedish
School of Textiles, University of Boras, Sweden

Consumption and consumer behaviours has changed
because of the spread of COVID-19, where for example
online shopping has gained market shares. In Sweden,
the government and the Public Health Agency of Sweden
opted for recommendations, rather than lockdowns.
Nevertheless, consumption and consumer behaviour has
changed also in Sweden. The changes are not only due to
changing consumer behaviours, but due to also changing
retailers’ behaviours, where retailers started to
reconsider their current practices. One example is the
Swedish fashion industry, which has been hit by the
effects of the pandemic but also by the government’s
actions to combat the pandemic. Throughout the year,
the industry reported on double-digit losses, which
reflects the challenging situation for the retailers in
staying profitable and pursuing one’s business.

This study focus on the transformation of the Swedish
fashion industry during the pandemic in 2020, with
particular focus on the retailers’ actions. The study has
been carried out through interviews with representatives
from Swedish fashion companies, as well as observations
in social media and physical stores. The preliminary
findings show how the companies changed both their
marketing practices and flows of goods in favour of online
stores, how retailers shifted the product range towards
more functional clothing and how they addressed the
question of social sustainability during the pandemic. The
study concludes that the Swedish fashion industry has
undergone a transformation, where there has been an
acceleration of digitalisation, a stagnation on experience
design and a modification of the concept of social
sustainability.
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Promises And Expectations In
Curated Shopping - The Service
Relationship And Its
Characterization In The Digital
Space

Nico Maximilian Steinmann, Paul Eisewicht
TU Dortmund, Germany

In recent years, vendors have established services on the
Internet  that present potential customers a
("personalized") personal or algorithmized typified
product pre-selection, thus reducing the number of
possible choices. Here, reduction can be understood not
only in quantitative terms, but also with a reduction in
the customer's consumption risk by offering products of
high quality or a specific composition of several products.
This service model is negotiated under the buzzwords of
curated shopping or curated commerce and is a
remarkable phenomenon in view of the typical lack of
service personnel in the digital space and the associated
self-responsible consumption decisions.

This article analyzes curated shopping using the product
field of fashion as an example and focuses on two levels:
On the one hand, we examine the presentation of the
offer and the (consumption-)promises formulated
therein on the basis of the homepages of the vendors. On
the other hand, we use qualitative, guideline-based
interviews to reconstruct the perspective, the motives,
and the decisions of the customers.

The data show that such services are characterized and
advertised by (a) various forms of relief (including time
savings and existing expertise) and (b) promises of
experience (inspiration, surprise). However, compliance
with these promises, especially in the case of personal
service offerings, is linked to the design of the
cooperative relationship between the service and the
customer. Customers must therefore be willing and able
to co-create the service by evaluating it several times and
providing information about themselves. The study thus
offers an opportunity to discuss the relationship between
digitality, product purchasing, and service and consulting
offerings. In this context the term curated shopping will
be framed theoretically.

196



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

RNO5 TO1 02 | Material
Cultures in Consumption

Hidden Things and the Ordering
of Domestic Spaces

Sophie Woodward?, Cornelia Mayr?

1School of Social Sciences University of Manchester;
2Alpen-Adria-Universitat Klagenfurt, Austria

The paper centres hidden things in the home to explore
how objects stored or accidentally stashed, form and
maintain meaningful relations to their possessor(s), other
things, and places within the home. By drawing on
previous work on dormant things (Woodward) and sex
toys, such as vibrators (Mayr), we seek to develop these
multi-faceted object relations with reference to examples
of things that are deliberately hidden away, concealed, or
just ‘end up’ stashed in a drawer. We think through these
hidden things to explore the relations they have to
normative orders of the home. Drawing from Douglas, we
develop an understanding of the power of things in
creating and disrupting domestic ordering. Drawing from
interviews and ethnographic research, we highlight how
these hidden things link to social order through (1)
normative ordering and the spatial belonging of things (2)
temporal relations of use, disuse and potential futures;
and (3) accidental or intentional (dis)attention of the
object. We aim to expand the scope of consumption by
looking at things and their spatial and material relations
beyond the remit of what is used or active practices. The
multifaceted approach (spatial, temporal and relational)
will bring us closer to an understanding of the material
and symbolic potency of hidden things within the
organization of everyday domestic life.
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Individual Consequences of
Building Identity By Displaying
Consumer Experiences on
Social Networks

Laura Aso Miranda, José Luis Condom Bosch
University of Barcelona, Spain

In the curret scenario characterised by the values of
individualis, change, immediacy or exaltation of
happiness, one major issue among sociologists is the
growing importance of consumption both in the social
and the personal spheres of life. In a previous paper, the
concepts of consumption of new experiences and
dissemination of this kind of consumption on social
networks such as Instagram or Facebook were
introduced along with their influence on identity
construction. Grounding on narrative analysis and
communicative methodology, which paves the way to
collect quotidian insights of social actors from an
intersubjective perspective while generating new
sociological theory, a qualitative research including 30
participants was carried out in Spain in 2019 with the aim
to explain the consequences of building identity through
the mentioned concepts, turned into well-regarded social
trends reflected on the colloquialism FOMO (fear of
missing out), which operationalises these trends.

Several conclusions are drawn about the ensuing
identity: 1) it is dependent on the logic of the market and
the behaviour of peers; 2) it changes to the rhythm of the
legitimised mechanism of fashion while continuously
amended through publications on social networks; 3) it is
not anchored in the real world but in a virtual one due to
the online nature of social networks and the emotional
imaginary component of consumption. As a result, three
types of identity are distinguished at an analytical
sociological level: standardised, revisable and imaginary.
Additionally, other  psychological consequences
concerning emotions emerge from the research: lack of
self-esteem, fake expectations, dissatisfaction, lack of
meaning and opportunity cost. Studying the effects of
COVID-19 on consumer experiences patterns is expected
in the framework of this line of research.
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Young Adults’ Home Making
with Inherited and Second-
hand Furniture — Taming Used
Object into Sustainable
Decoration Style

Jani Varpa, Minna Autio, Jaakko Autio
University of Helsinki, Finland

Home constitutes our everyday lives and it has
ideological and practical meanings. Home decoration is
seen as one visible form of consumption that both
communicates the home makers’ lifestyle and values.
Young people usually have limited financial recourses,
which narrows down their consumption choices
concerning their home decor. In our study we analyse
how furniture as material object is negotiated as a part of
interior design style among young adults in Helsinki
metropolitan area (n=11), in Berlin (n=11) and in
Gothenburg metropolitan area (n=13). Themes of
interviews focused on acquisition, possession and
conceptual understanding of furniture. We apply practice
theoretical approach to analyse meanings and materials.
To fit the furniture to one’s own style and having a home-
like feeling, one needs to ‘tame’ it — to make it feel as
their own. If this negotiating process fails, it easily leads
to rejection of the furniture. The young adults use
second-hand and inherited furniture as form of cultural
and ecological sustainability. The object seems to be
expected to tell a story that young people can identify
with. Inherited objects link the generational experiences
of grandparents and childhood home with young
homemaker’s lifestyle. The nature of second-hand
furniture is based on exchange of money and it is
negotiated either with practicality or one’s decoration
style. Second-hand furniture is a novelty that are tamed
and re-negotiated as a part of owner's life story.
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Creating Social Identity
Through Symbolic
Consumption: Bookstore-
themed Cafes in Istanbul

Meryem Zisan Kéker?, Eda Unlii-Yiicesoy?
lIndependent Researcher; 2Istanbul Technical University

The bookstore-themed cafes have become the new hype
commercial investment in many metropolitan cities. In
addition to consuming, spending, and utilizing, it is
necessary to address a variety of different motivations
that lead people to visit these places. This study examines
the effect of the symbolic meaning of a place on an
individual’s identity. The connection between bookstore-
themed cafes with people's social identity in the context
of cultural activities is studied in two central districts of
Istanbul. While taste, cultural and symbolic capitals, and
conspicuous consumption are the main analytical
frameworks for analysis, in-depth interviews, participant
observations, and qualitative content analysis of social
media reveal multifaceted motivations affecting people's
choices. The paper addresses the inquiry for choice, the
role of social media, visibility, social identity, and
participation with regard to the symbolic consumption of
urban space.

Changes in Consumer Desires in
Different Age Groups Across 20
Years in Finland

Terhi-Anna Wilska, Gintautas Silinskas, Jussi
Nyrhinen

University of Jyvaskyla, Finland

In affluent societies, consumers are primarily guided by
their desires (Belk et al. 2003; Boujbel & d'Astous, 2014),
but for individual consumers, various financial, moral, or
circumstantial reasons may lead one to control one’s
desires. This paper focuses on consumer desires of
Finnish consumers of different ages by asking how they
would change their consumption if they had more money
at their disposal, in three points of time across 20 years.
Although consumers are typically thought to fulfil their
desires of luxury and status consumption if they had
much more money, research on e.g. lottery winners in
the Nordic countries reveal rather modest changes in
actual consumption.
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In  this study, the alternatives for the desired
consumption were e.g. travelling, self-pampering,
culture, new car and other status purchases, investing,
donations to charities, or saving. The data was derived
from three repeated surveys collected in 1999, 2009 and
2019 in Finland (N=5361) and analysed with Principal Axis
Factor Analysis and ANCOVA. The factor analysis
extracted four types of desires: hedonistic, cultural-
charitable, investment-oriented and saving-oriented.
Hedonistic consumption desires were the most typical for
the youngest age group (18-25), and investment-oriented
desires were the highest for young adults aged 26-35
across all three years of measurement. Older people had
the most charitably and culturally oriented desires in
1999, but in 2019 young people did. Interestingly,
hedonistic consumption desires generally decreased over
the years, particularly in young age groups. Conversely,
young people’s desire to save increased significantly in 20
years, whereas the oldest age groups saved less.

RNO5 T02 01 | COVID:
Consumption |: Food in a
pandemic 1

Lifestyle Transformations:
Revealing Changes in
Sustainable Food
Provisioning Practices in
Italy During COVID-19

Mikko Laamanen?, Francesca Forno? Stefan
Wahlen?

lemlyon business school, France; 2University of Trento,
Italy; 3University of Giessen, Germany

In this paper, we study how the global pandemic affects
local food consumption and provisioning practices and
how this transforms (at least temporarily) into new
assemblages of more sustainable practices. We
specifically focus on an initiative established by the
Municipality of Trento in Italy during the first lockdown
aimed at facilitating food procurement from local farmers
transforming food provisioning and related practices. We
specifically ask how the pandemic provoked new
understandings, procedures and engagement with food
by exploring changing routines and relations between
practices. Using a mixed methods approach, we analysed
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survey data collected during the first lockdown of 68
individuals who joined the local food initiative and
biographic-narrative interviews with 10 participants six
months after. Our in-depth interviews with consumers
involved in this local food initiative allowed for further
exploration into the potential of a more profound change
towards more sustainable provisioning. Initial results
demonstrate how the lockdown attracted people
previously not involved in alternative food networks who
started to search for “good food” and take more time
considering their provisioning and food storing practices
(including refrigerators and pantries). This allowed them
to prepare better: first looking at what they have
available and then resupply. In this way, the weekly
shopping practice but also other household routines
changed as compared to the previously prevailing supply.
With these insights, we highlight how COVID-19
disrupted assemblages of everyday practices and how
such disruption, if accompanied with proper socio-
technical innovations, can foster transformation toward
a more diversified and sustainable food system.

Covid -19 Disruptions and
Socio-Materially Bounded
Experimentation in Food
Practices: Insights from Seven

Countries

Claire Hoolahan?, Sigrid Wertheim-Heck?,
Lorenzo Domaneschi®, Martina Schiafer®,
Ulrikke Bryn Wethal®, Sophie Dubuisson-

Quellier®, Fanny Devaux®, Elisabeth StiRbauer?
IManchester University, UK; 2Wageningen University,
Netherlands; 3University of Milano, Bicocca, Italy;
4Technical University Berlin, Germany; >University of
Oslo, Norway; ®SciencesPo, France

COVID-19 has caused unprecedented disruption to stable
routines and rhythms in everyday life, prompting forced
experimentation as people in all kinds of different
situations adjust to the new challenges in private and
working life. This allows for uncovering potential
trajectories for change towards more sustainable
consumption. In this paper we examine food related
practices (shopping, preparation, eating) in different
country contexts (Norway, UK, France, Germany, Italy,
Netherlands,Vietnam) to assess what can be learned
from these disruptions and consecutive experimentation
in accelerating the transition towards more sustainable
food practices. Grounded in a practice theoretical
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approach, our empirical analysis demonstrates how
disruption of routines is leading to socio-materially
bounded
commonalities across contexts in how lockdown

experimentation. We demonstrate
measures restricted the performance of previously
taken-for-granted practices, but also how responses to
these discontinuities are diversified since food
consumption is connected to multiple other activities
that together constitute daily life. Firstly, our study
portrays how householders deal with disruption in
reshaping their food practices towards a more or less
imagined sense of ‘desirable’ normality, demonstrating
creativity in working within and around restrictions in
which adaptation was driven by food to continue to
provide services for everyday life, well beyond
nourishment. Secondly, our study reveals that the
capacity of experimentation is not evenly distributed
among people. We identify the wider socio-material
constraining and enabling conditions for re-adjusting,
illustrating the role of food in relation to (i) rhythms, (ii)
social connections, (iii) healthy lifestyles, (iv) leisure, and
(v) taking care of oneself, family and others. COVID-19
created a space for  purposeful, reflexive
experimentation. Understanding disparities in
experimentation capacities is informative when thinking
about stimulating sustainability transformations in food
consumption practices.

Experiences of solidarity economy
in ltaly

Mario Coscarello
University of Calabria, Italy

The paper presents a reflection on the responses to the
Covid-19 emergency promoted by consumers, producers
and other actors in the food chain that take the form of
“solidarity economy” practices in Italy. Such experiences,
which go beyond redefining the relationship between
food production and consumption, seem to be relevant
for the capacity they have assumed in fostering processes
of social change in local food systems, in support of a

In

production that follows the “peasant model”, capable of
both reproducing production resources and offering
quality food.

A relevant experience is represented by the Solidarity
Purchasing Groups (Gas), operating in the broader
context of italian solidarity economy networks
(www.economiasolidale.net), which, from a system of
values and reference rules, organise collective purchases
of food goods, but not only, according to the values of
equity, social justice, environmental sustainability.

The measures adopted by the government in the
lockdown phase have favoured the industrial agri-food
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chain and distribution models linked to the large-scale
retail trade (GdO), but the GAS, also with the support of
the national network, have identified ways to continue
operating, continuing to support small producers.
Interviews with privileged witnesses and GAS operators
will make it possible to outline the effects of the Covid-19
emergency on the realities operating in the “alternative
food chains”.

Grocery Shopping Among
Elderly During Corona -
Changing Practices or
Temporary Modifications?

Lena Hansson, Ulrika Holmberg, Anna Post

Centre for Consumption Research, University of
Gothenburg, Sweden

During the Corona-pandemic, elderly people have had to
limit their physical and social contacts, and consequently
adjust several of their mundane routines. In this paper,
we will discuss how routines and habits connected to
food purchases have changed for elderly consumers
(70+) during 2020. We specifically focus on the role of
digital technology in the (new) shopping practices.
Previous findings regarding importance of age versus
experience of online shopping and mobile shopping are
contradictory.

Theoretically, we draw on the concept of ‘Shopping as
practice’ (Elms et al., 2016; Fuentes & Svingstedt, 2017)
and the theory of social practice by Shove et al. (2012) for
understanding the mundane habits and routines involved
in practice of grocery shopping and how they can change.
The findings are based on 35 interviews with elderly
consumers in Sweden, 70 years or older. The grocery
shopping practices described fall into 3 main
subcategories: switching to online shopping, continuing
to shop in a physical store, and acquiring help from
friends and relatives. The practices have been reshaped,
e.g., in terms of purchasing frequency, food range, offers,
payments, ordering, and delivery options. Digital
technology and digital competence are essential parts in
all three, as is the meaning of independence, but how
these elements interact and the type of opportunities
and limitations produced vary greatly. We discuss if and
how (some) reshaped and new practices become
stabilised.
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RNO5_T02_ 02 |
Consumption and
Sustainability

Small is Beautiful? Carbon
Footprint Distribution, Socio-
demographic Trends and
Stories of Small Households in
Denmark

Tullia Jack, Diana Ivanova
Aalborg University, Denmark

Decreasing household size is a key challenge for
sustainability, simultaneously decreasing sharing and
increasing resource consumption. We use the Danish
household budget survey and carbon intensities from
EXIOBASE, to characterise small households in socio-
demographic cohorts with both the highest and lowest
carbon footprint. Single and dual occupant households
represent 77% of the Danish carbon footprint and 73% of
the population, making these households highly relevant
for climate and social policy. We identify high carbon
footprint cohorts to determine potential intervention
targets such as wealthy males living alone and couples in
suburban areas. To add emotional depth to these
characteristics we provide three stories to our results.
Illuminating characteristics of high impact households
provides a foundation from which to design and
implement interventions to reduce the carbon
consequences of the growing trend towards living alone.
Our study makes a contribution using storytelling is a step
in the direction of increasing empathy and compassion
for high carbon footprint cohorts and working toward
socially and environmentally sustainable futures.
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Re-visiting the Experience of
Inconvenience and Everyday
Life Practices: the Case of
Waste Sorting

Lina Katan
Aalborg University, Denmark

Growing amounts of waste, is an acute issue on the
circular economy agenda. Consumers play a key role by
sorting recyclable materials from residual waste. In the
literature the experience of inconvenience, is recurrently
identified as a main barrier to sorting. Modeling
inconvenience as the effort required for sorting, these
studies suggest adjustments to communication and
material arrangements making recycling easier.

This paper offers a reappraisal of the experience of
inconvenience and its conditioning. Using ethnographic
data | explore the incongruities between participants
sayings and doings — their articulated agreement with
sorting and there yet reluctant performance of same.
Waste-biographies indicate, that instead of overt efforts
implied in the performance of sorting, embodied
perceptions of normal waste practice govern what
performances of sorting are experienced as
inconvenience. | show how this pre-reflexive structuring
of perception is anchored in and maintained by waste
practices’ relation to cooccurring practices. Waste
practices are performed as ‘secondary practices’ enabling
other practices, which orchestrate participants doings,
and moreover their immediate discernments of what are
dispensable, thus inconvening efforts.

I consequentially propose that ‘convenience’ be the
experience to be able to proceed comfortably with one’s
primary practice, whilst efforts unnecessary for its
accomplishment are perceived as 'inconvenience'. This
perspective allows us to appreciate how primary
practices hold waste practices in place, maintaining
disposal as normal whilst making change towards
sustainability inert. It might be, that instead of focusing
on diminishing inconvenience efforts to increase sorting
and other sustainable everyday life practices we need to
adjust our target to normalization.
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Ritual Contamination and
Dress: Secondhand Clothes and

Social Interaction in Romania
lulia Gheorghiu

Hong Kong Baptist University, Hong Kong S.A.R. (China)

This presentation draws on 80 in-depth interviews in
Romania, centering the relationship between dress and
morality. Secondhand clothes were one instantiation of
dress that research participants reflected on, with
positionings ranging from full embracement as a
sustainable and/or affordable option to utter rejection as
a form of physical pollution and contamination. In this
talk, I isolate the latter responses and argue that, rather
than a fear of physical pollution or contracting diseases,
the rejection of secondhand dress can be accounted for
through the ritual and interactional troubles it poses. |
show that wearing preowned clothes signifies, for some
interviewees, a transgression of socially sanctioned
rituals of interaction. Drawing on Erving Goffman’s
account of the sacrality of self and of the rituals in place
for self-preservation, as well as Mary Douglas’
conceptualization of ritual pollution, | discuss how dress
functions as a device for bounding and containing social
interaction. | focus on degrees of rejection spanning
across disgust and fear of pollution to indignity and
embarrassment all the way to feelings of incomplete
ownership and conviction of the lasting presence of the
previous owner, a stranger’s presence inside one’s
clothes. Dress is endowed with the ability to preserve and
contain the self and, once it is used in a ritually improper
manner — wearing pre-owned clothes, with the capacity
to unleash the self of the prior owner onto the one of
current. This reveals two entities endowed with the same
ontological status and confronts wearers with the fear
that the self of the previous owner will spill over and take
over, contaminate and dilute their own.
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Understanding the Dynamic
Relation Between Ethics and
Practices of Energy

Consumption
Anne Sofie Mgller Askholm

Aalborg University, Copenhagen, Denmark

In contemporary practice theoretical research on
consumption, ethics have to a great extent been
dismissed. Possibly, because of its correlations with the
cultural turn in sociology of consumption, symbolic
conceptions and a consumption-as-culture
understanding. However this may turn a blind eye to
some parts of social life that become visible in empirical
data. In the area of energy consumption there is a need
for understanding how ethics play a role in practices for
even though energy consumption predominantly is
considered a mundane and invisible type of consumption
it is becoming increasingly more contested and visible
through media discourses, in politics and among some
social groups. Understanding the relation between ethics
and practices may help to understanding how reflexive
and tacit parts of consumption are connected.

This paper contributes with empirical research on the
dynamic relations between ethics, practices of energy
consumption and ways of practicing sustainability. It will
suggest how ethics as social and cultural phenomenon
concerning ideas, knowledge and convictions about right
and wrong are at work in everyday life, inveigled in social
relations, experience, knowledge, resources and socio-
economic position, and how ethics can take part in
changing practices from a practice theoretical
perspective.

The research is based on 3,5 months of fieldwork among
consumers in a rural Danish municipality, using
audiovisual ethnographic methods by working with a
camera as a tool of inquiry and making relations between
ethics and practices of consumption visible.
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RNO5 T02 03 | Food
and Eating |

Eating as the reflection of
Russian X, Y, Z generations
lifestyle

Svetlana Ruslanovna Fedoseykina
Moscow State Linguistic University, Russian Federation

Examining eating as the reflection of Russian X, Y, Z
generations lifestyle, this study demonstrates that the
value gap between generation Z and X, Y exists and that
food and eating differ in extracted typology of lifestyles.
Evidence based on the 2020 Russian Generations Survey
conducted by the author shows that adapted to food
research Schwartz value survey has the most essential
differentiation between generation cohorts. Z generation
tend to individual value orientations, whereas X, Y to the
collective ones. Typology of lifestyles, based on Pierre
Bourdieu capitals theory reveal peculiarities of secondary
needs of eco-friendly, healthy, and aesthetic nutrition
and of system of taste preferences (habitus) via analysis
of nutritionists' expert interview. Only those who
represent high level of economic capital predisposed to
healthy food and aesthetic behavior while eating. Eco-
friendly nutrition is not typical for any lifestyle or
generation. We discovered that due to Covid-19
generation Z started to snack more, while Y and X
stockpile and buy products in panic. Furthermore, in this
study we highlight the association between eating as the
reflection of Russian X, Y, Z generations lifestyle and such
indicators as the epidemiological period, BMI, and
presence of diseases related to nutrition.
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Ageing and Changes in Food
Tastes: a Sociological Study
using Epidemiologic Cohort
Data

Marie Plessz, Séverine Gojard, Charlotte E Dion
INRAE, France

The paper examines dietary changes over age using a
theoretical famework rooted in the sociology of taste and
prospective data from an epidemiologic cohort in France.
The sociology of taste has shown that tastes differ across
social class, gender and age-group, and that various
actors try to promote competing definitions of “good
taste”. In the case of eating, specific prescriptions target
different age groups: focusing on the elderly, “healthy
ageing” policies may support or conflict with people’s
views of “eating well”. There is, however, little research
on how tastes change when people age. Do people adopt
new tastes or do different birth cohorts adopt tastes early
on and stick to them?

The lack of empirical research on the way tastes change
in France is largely due to the scarcity of relevant data.
We used Gazel, a French epidemiologic cohort in which
20,000 men and women in their forties in 1989 have been
surveyed every year since (4 waves of diet questionnaire
between 1998 and 2014). Using factor analysis, we
characterised diets along three tastes: the taste for sweet
and salty foods; for fruits, vegetable and dairy; and for
meat, wine and cheese. We connect them to definitions
of “eating well” as promoted by the food industry, public
health nutrition, and French gastronomy, respectively.
We then track survey respondents in this three-
dimensional space as they age from their 45 to their 70
years old.
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Urban Food Deserts in China: a
Disparity created by Hukou
System

Lita Alita, Liesbeth Dries, Peter Oosterveer
Wageningen University, Netherlands, The

Evidence from the U.S. in the 2000s led to the notion of
food deserts, areas where the socio-economically-
disadvantaged population has inadequate access to
healthy and diversified food, thereby leading to obesity
and malnutrition. Rapid urban growth is creating
potential food deserts in the Global South. This study
aims to create a context-specific framework to detect the
food desert in China, in which the residents lack safe and
healthy food access. After collecting 4046 vegetable
samples test results from the Chinese FDA homepage, we
identify two critical threats to safe and healthy food
provision. First, there is a high incidence of pesticides and
heavy metal residues in fresh foods in China. Second,
despite a high intake of fresh vegetables, Chinese
consumers favor processed foods that often contain high
concentrations of salt, nitrites and benzoate. The
demographic data in the Shanghai Statistic Yearbook
reveals that contaminated food and unhealthy processed
food are significantly more prevalent in urban districts
with high concentrations of domestic migrants without
residence permit. Hence, the spatial pattern that we find
in the urban food environment is connected to the
disparity created by the household registration (hukou)
system, which aims to control the urban population by
restraining internal migrating. As a conclusion, we call for
public attention and financial support for supplying safe
and healthy food for the areas inhabited by the domestic
migrants.
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Practices of Commensality in
Poland. Social Class, Social

Capital and Eating Together
Michat Cebula

University of Wroctaw, Poland

The aim of the presentation is to expand the body of
knowledge on the social stratification of eating by
exploring the issue of commensal practices. The main
research question is how eating together is implicated in
web of relations that may be understood as social capital
and how is related to social class divisions. If eating at the
same table is class-stratified and connected with
accumulation of social resources, then we can show one
of the mechanisms of social reproduction. Practices of
commensality are operationalized by three variables:
being a host, a guest in private homes and eating
together. The research presented is based on survey data
collected in 2017, on a locally representative sample of
adults aged 18-75 years (research project financed by the
National Science Centre in Poland). A stratified clustered
random procedure was administered, providing a final
sample of 1010 individuals who completed the
computer-assisted face-to-face interview. The inquiry
revolves around three hypothesis: (1) practices of eating
together are more typical for people occupying higher
social positions (i.e. those located in the upper area of the
social space) and (2) for those better connected (i.e.
those having access to socio-economic resources via
social ties). According to third hypothesis, eating together
goes hand in hand with culinary omnivorousness and
“cosmopolitan” taste. Being familiar with many different
foods may serve as symbolic currency that people
exchange in social interaction or be the result of culinary
encounters. Convergence of taste, practices of
commensality and social capital show the potential
strength of class barriers and inequality
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Breadmaking and Excursion.
The Effect of COVID-19
Pandemic on Middle Class
Consumption Strategies

Luca Krist6f, Bernadett Csurgd, Boldizsar
Megyesi

Centre for Social Sciences, Hungary

The COVID-19 pandemic and the related social and
economic crisis has a different impact on different social
groups. The aim of our research is to examine the
reaction of the Hungarian middle class consumers on the
crisis. How does the pandemic shape consumer
behaviour and attitudes of this social group and what are
its long term effects on the middle class?

Our approach is based on the line of literature originating
from the classic works of Veblen and Bourdieu, focusing
on the role of consumption on maintaining and signalling
social status. Middle class consumer habitus is growingly
post-material in Hungary. Consumers with high cultural
capital tend to express their social and environmental
commitments through their consumer choices. We
assumed that in the middle class the pandemic even
increased the prevalence of ethical, sustainable
consumption.

The paper is based on an online survey of respondents
representing the Hungarian population with at least high
school graduation by age, gender and economic activity
(N=618). The survey was carried out in September, 2020
and consisted questions on the consumption habits of
the respondents before, during and after the three
months long lockdown in the Spring of 2020. The data
gathered by the online survey allowed us not only to
follow changes in the consumption of the middle class,
but also (by latent class analysis) to identify consumer
types defined by different strategies. Several immediate
effects of Covid-19 pandemic on middle class
consumption and consumer behaviour have been
identified. New and innovative ways to consume and
experiment with old and new practices such as
breadmaking seem common middle-class consumer
responses to the pandemic.
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At the Dawn of a Food-Related
“New Normality”: Early
Findings from a Research on
Eating Habits during the First
Lockdown in Italy.

Maria Giovanna Onorati?, Francesco Domenico
d'Ovidio?

1University of Gastronomic Sciences in Pollenzo, Italy;
2University of Bari “Aldo Moro ", Italy

The drastic measures taken by governments across the
world to contain the contagion of COVID-19 demanded
to review the daily habits of both individuals, and
communities overnight. Daily food-related practices —
from grocery shopping, to cooking, to gathering
information on purchases, to all manner of meals —
underwent significant changes: on the one hand they
hastened already existing trends, on the other hand they
exacerbated peoples’ “antinomic” concerns (Warde
2016) about self-minding and biospheric care.

Starting from the awareness that consumer practices —
especially eating — are “the locus of the social” (Schatzki
2001), the research focuses on the slight changes
occurred in the household food habits during the
lockdown in Italy, in the effort to glimpse the harbinger
of a new social universe revolving around food. Based on
a wide sample survey (3155 voluntary participants from
all Italian regions), the research findings from both
explorative and confirmative factorial analysis show that
five main latent dimensions determined the most
significant changes in eating practices. These dimensions
outline an emergent, to some extent contradictory
mindfulness, whose concerns are partly determined by
structural factors — powerfully revived by a social world
under attack — and partly sustained by the claims typical
of the cultural omnivore. Hence, sociological
investigation into the structuring of a ‘new normal’ eating
requires insights into both the socially shaped sphere of
practices, and the value-laden claims and beliefs
sustaining the choices of an upset though mindful
consumer. This also means to make room in the
sociological analysis to those motivational, behavioural
factors so far deemed as ‘non-sociological’ ones (Evans
2019).
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Home Cosmopolitics: Cooking
and Eating in Pandemic Times

Inaki Martinez de Albeniz, Asier Amezaga
Universidad del Pais Vasco

The restrictive measures taken to tackle the pandemic
has been possible by keeping home as the main black box
these measures bump on (“stay home”, it is still said).
Leisure and working activities outside home has been
restricted; bars and restaurants keep shut —as we write
this, those measures as widespread in most of Europe.
Accordingly, authorities and citizen themselves have
confined eating-related social activities to home.

The pandemic situation permeate the way we eat and
cook at home, hence we opened up home black box to
deepen the controversies and representation on food
and COVID at eating and cooking practices. For doing so,
we are conducting six triangular groups of live-in partners
of different household types (single parent, nuclear and
extended family, working and studying flatmates) in the
Basque Country. The live-in members has been asked to
discuss on the different measures accomplished at home
to deal with different contagious agents in the long
process involving the eating and cooking, from the supply
of raw material to table talk. Additionally, these results
are being included in a larger sample of restaurant and
delivery employee’s interviews.

Hitherto, we have found different strategies
accomplished by the live-in partners to stabilize
contagious agents ranging from externalization and the
black-boxing of the process —meals on wheels, take-
away— to the internalization of controversies. These
controversies open up possibilities of cosmopolitics to
bring global pandemic home, opening the way to new
alimentary representations of the pandemic and
pandemic representations of cookery.
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Eating Practices During the First
Lockdown in Portugal: Results
of a Mixed Method Approach

Monica Truninger, Vasco Ramos

Universidade de Lisboa, Instituto de Ciéncias Sociais,
Portugal

Similar to many other countries in Europe and elsewhere
the restrictions imposed to mitigate the spread of the
infection Covid-19 were also applied in Portugal. The first
lockdown took place between March 18 and May 2 2020,
where ‘stay-at-home’ orders disrupted the spatial and
temporalities of a series of practices of mobility, working,
leisure, and also eating. In this paper, we focus on the
disruption and reconfiguration of food practices. Drawing
on a large non-probabilistic survey conducted through an
online questionnaire applied in the first lockdown (19 and
24 march 2020) that obtained the responses from 11,508
Portuguese residents, and which combined both closed
and open-ended questions, we address the views and
opinions of the individuals regarding their lockdown’s
experiences. After presenting a cluster analysis of the
results, we focus on a subset of the sample (n=2203) who
replied to an open-ended question on the main positive
and negative aspects of the lockdown referring to food
practices. By adopting an informed practice theoretical
approach applied to food (Warde, 2016) we focus on
various dimensions of social life that interconnect with
eating practices, considering the phases of acquisition,
appropriation and appreciation of food (e.g. food
shopping; cooking, social participation in food events,
changes in eating practices). The article contributes to
academic debates on how everyday food practices
changed, reconfigured or triggered innovation (or
resistance) in response to the Covid-19 pandemic and its
implications for sustainability.
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The Dissatisfaction of Spanish
Consumers With The Food
System

Guadalupe Ramos-Truchero'?®, Cecilia Diaz-
Méndez**, Carmen Lozano-Cabedo3*

1University of Valladolid, Spain; 2University of Oviedo,
Spain; 3National University of Distance Education, Spain;
4Sociology of Food Research Group- University of Oviedo

Gaps and contradictions in the conventional food system
have generated a general discomfort with food in Spanish
and European societies. This has increased during the
COVID pandemic. Consumer discomfort with diet is
evident in areas such as the growing distrust of
institutions that protect the consumer, in food demands
with its own characteristics (local, organic, vegan, fair
trade, animal welfare, realfooders, etc.), changing eating
habits and reflections about what is eaten, how it is
produced, where it is bought; or the increase in political
food consumption. Furthermore, this is also perceived in
how farmers and producers adapt to more sustainable
agricultural practices, institutional or commercial
strategies that seek to satisfy consumers and citizens.
The aim of this presentation is a review of food distrust
behaviours research and food system actors’ answers to
this criticism and dissatisfaction and how producers, food
industry, food distribution or scientists are reacting to
food discomfort. This paper contributes to knowing
which is the ideal food model behind each of these
reactions and we consider they are going to determine
food in the future.
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Feeling at Home Through Food:
the Role of Eating and Cooking
Practices in the Creation of
Home

Mariana Dias
University of Manchester, United Kingdom

Based on a study that is being conducted with the
purpose of understanding how Portuguese women feel
at home when living in the UK, given their everyday
practices, transnational relationships, place-attachment,
and the processes of homemaking, this presentation aims
to look at the ways through which they manage to create
a home environment through eating and cooking
practices. The research is using a multi-method approach
with interviews, video house tours, diaries and timelines
(drawn by the participants), and elicitation interviews, in
order to better grasp those dimensions. The results show
that there is a strong connection between the continuity
of eating and cooking practices when living in the UK and
their ability to feel at home, of creating a home
atmosphere, of keeping their ways of being, in a country
that is different from their homeland. These practices are
enabled by the food they bring with them from Portugal,
learning how to recreate Portuguese flavours by using
British products, adapting recipes to the absence of
certain foods. One other dimension explored in this study
is the re-creation of home through the senses, namely
taste and smell, by remembering and doing different
dishes not only from Portugal but also, in a temporal
dimension, from their childhood. The role of eating and
cooking practices in the possibility of feeling at home in a
migratory context is thus an essential one to investigate.
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Media Diets Of Vegetarians.
How News Consumption,
Media Use And Communication
With One’s Social Environment
Are Associated With Pursuing A
Vegetarian Diet

Alicia Dunker, Stefanie Kley, Katharina Kleinen-
von Konigslow

Universitat Hamburg, Germany

Considering the impact of modern diets and food
production on climate change, we want to get a deeper
understanding of drivers of sustainable diet choices,
especially regarding the avoidance of meat consumption.
Whereas research so far has focused on individual
motives and attitudes for vegetarianism, such as health
or moral concern, the role of the social environment lacks
attention. This is especially true for the role of (social)
media. Since people nowadays often turn to the internet
for information about food, and since communication
about diets is prominent in social media platforms, more
research needs to be done here. We therefore examine
both, whether vegetarianism is associated with news
consumption via different media, including social media,
and whether having vegetarian friends and family-
members or communicating about food play a role with
this regard. The data comes from a tailor made survey
with 1,311 respondents carried out in Hamburg,
Germany, in 2018. We model the association between
vegetarianism and news consumption, personal
convictions, having vegetarians in the social
environment, and communicating about food, controlling
for individual characteristics. We find that following a
vegetarian diet is significantly associated with having
vegetarian friends and family-members. Additionally,
vegetarians consume more news via social media, but not
via ‘traditional’ media. As consuming tailored news in the
social media is found to be associated with
communicating about food via social media, our findings
suggest that vegetarians are often embedded in a close
knit of like-minded people with whom they often
communicate via social media.
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The Role of Food Outlets in
Sustaining Healthy Eating
Practices — Lessons from

Costa Rica
Dalia Mattioni

Cardiff University, Italy

Decades of rsearch on the posited link between the retail
food environment (RFE) and diets have yielded mixed
results, suggesting the need to integrate metrics on
proximity and density with socio-cultural variables. This
paper proposes the use of social practice theory as a
sociological framework that can better explain why
individuals choose certain food outlets (beyond price),
and to analyse the influence of the RFE on individual and
collective practices. The paper contends that food outlets
act as powerful cultural intermediaries that influence the
meaning and competences that individuals have around
food. The paper presents a case study of Farmers’
Markets in Alajuela, Costa Rica. It used a mixed-methods
approach to collect data on consumers’ food practices,
dietary patterns and the relative density of
healthy/unhealthy food retail outlets. Results show that
the food practices of those who visit the Feria regularly
are governed by a concern for health and wholeness,
which includes conviviality, and a domestic repertoire of
justification based on trust and tradition. This, and the
related suite of tacit and embodied competences that
individuals have learnt and strengthened at the Feria, has
had positive implications for their dietary patterns. The
material organisation of the Feria has played a key role in
sustaining and strengthening these healthy practices. The
paper concludes by suggesting urban policy actions
aimed at providing those material elements that can help
construct, or maintain, practices that sustain healthy
eating.
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The impact of Covid 19 on
consumer behavior: evidence
from ltaly

Ariela Mortara®, Piergiorgio Degli Esposti?,
Geraldina Roberti®

IJULM University, Italy; 2Alma Mater Studiorum -—
University of Bologna, Italy; 3University of L'Aquila, Italy

The pandemic triggered by the spread of the COVID-19
virus has had a major impact on numerous collective
behaviors, while also changing individuals’ consumption
choices. Thus, social researchers dealing with
consumption patterns need to reflect on the changes of
individual practices, also in view of the growing centrality
in the public debate of issues related to the safeguard of
health, sustainability and social distancing.

The paper presents the results of a quantitative research
project aiming at understanding whether and how the
outbreak of the pandemic impacted on young female
university students’ consumption behaviors with a focus
on the topic of collaborative consumption practices.
Data have been gathered through an online self-
completion questionnaire from October to December
2020, using a snowball procedure to collect the purposive
sample of 411 questionnaires. The project has been
presented during several classes in three different Italian
universities, IULM University of Milan, Alma Mather
Studiorum of Bolonia and University of L’Aquila. Most of
the students are attending Communications or Education
Sciences faculties.

According to the collected data, respondents increased
the frequency of purchase of certain products such as
books and TV series, while reducing the frequency of
purchase of others, such as beauty care and clothing
items. Furthermore, we found a decrease in the use of
public transport and ridesharing, since respondents
prefer to avoid contact with strangers on shared
transportations means.
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The Change in the Lifestyles
and the Consumption Habits of
Families During COVID-19

Pandemic: An Istanbul Example
Berfin Varish

Maltepe University, Turkey

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused many
transformations in individual and social life. Many people
have not been able to leave their homes for a long time
due to the restrictions and curfews imposed by the state
authorities. Families had to spend most of their time
indoors. Some members of the families had to work from
home, and some continued their education online.
Individuals who cannot leave home for a long time have
changes in their consumption needs, habits and
behaviors. During the pandemic period, the differences
in consumption habits and behaviors of individuals from
different socio-economic status and age groups draw
attention. This situation reveals that the pandemic is a
transformation process for families characterized by class
differences. This study aims to understand the
transformation of life styles, consumption habits and
behaviors of individuals of different age groups living in
the families with different socio-economic background.
In order to achieve this goal, 35 in-depth interviews were
made with people living in Istanbul. As a result of the
interviews, it was revealed that basic needs started to be
provided from online platforms, consumption materials
such as clothing and outerwear were consumed less and
the comsumption of food and beverage items increased.
Therefore, it was observed that there was a
transformation in lifestyle, consumption habits and
behaviors of families.
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Covid-19 and Cleanliness:
Changing meanings,

materialities and practices

Cecilia Alda-Vidal, Ruby Smith, Natalie Clarke,
Claire Hoolohan, Alison L Browne

University of Manchester

On 23rd March 2020 the UK government imposed
coronavirus ‘lockdown’ measures. These restrictions had
rapid implications for the understandings, materialities
and spatio-temporalities of hygiene and sanitation, and
resulted in measurable increases in overall domestic
water demand and changes in domestic water use
rhythms. This paper presents an evidence assessment of
the changed patterns of water use observed since the
beginning of the lockdown and critically reflects on these
changes using data from 12 online focus groups
conducted with participants in England and Wales
between August - October 2020. The findings
demonstrate that indoor water practices such as laundry,
bathing, cleaning and handwashing have changed in
response to the pandemic in some cases, but not
consistently. Participants accounts reveal subtle
adjustments to the meaning of ‘contamination’ and how
‘clean’ and ‘dirty’ bodies, clothes and homes are
categorised and conceptualised during the pandemic.
They also detail the socio-technical, socio-cultural,
temporal and spatial dynamics underpinning these
changes and reflect on the possible short- and long-term
implications for water demand and associated energy
use. This paper contributes to the burgeoning literature
on everyday practices of health and wellbeing,
emphasising how the changing everyday geographies and
responsibilities of care (for home, things, self and others)
has been effected by the pandemic.
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Environmental Alternative
Action Organizations and
COVID-19: How Vienna’s
Sustainable Gardening, Sharing
and Swapping Initiatives Adapt
their Repertoire of Action
under Conditions of the
Pandemic

Michael Deflorian
Vienna University of Economics and Business, Austria

In recent years, Environmental Alternative Action
Organizations (EAAOs) have received increasing
attention, due to their strategic focus on altering the
social order directly by mobilizing alternative everyday
routines via low-threshold communities of practice
(Zamponi & Bosi, Yates). Conceptually, this repertoire of
action has produced very diverging interpretations,
ranging from a new politics of sustainable materialism
(Schlosberg) to post-political exclaves of simulative
action (Blihdorn). Empirically, scholars have cautioned
against all to ‘neat theories’ (MacGregor) and have called
for nuanced analyses of the real-world tactics of EAAOs
and their situatedness within geographical space and
political-economic environment (De Moor et al.,
Varvarousis et al.). In this paper, | aim at contributing to
this research agenda by studying three EAAOs in the city
of Vienna. Unlike most places in which EAAOs have been
investigated, Vienna has been untroubled by excessive
austerity measures, yet, like virtually the whole world,
the city has experienced social distancing and lockdown
policies to confine COVID-19. For determining the effects
of this context, | conduct theory-driven participant
observation and problem-centered interviews with 27
practitioners from a community garden, a library of
things and a clothing swap initiative. Preliminary results
suggest that even though they do not operate under
austerity, organizers avoid politicized framings, as they
seek to change everyday routines of as many
practitioners as possible. As such, the EAAOs constitute
platforms for a myriad of different gardeners, sharers and
swappers, yet they remain limited in their strategic scope
to the realm of the mundane. Moreover, the pandemic
has negative, positive or virtually no effects on the efforts
of EAAOs, depending on the urban space in which an
alternative everyday practice is being mobilized.
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Tap Water Standards: A
Qualitative Study On The
Influence Of Stakeholder
Evaluations

Madita Zéller-Cannito
Justus-Liebig-University of Giessen, Germany

In times of ecological crisis, the evaluation of tap water is
subject to new social, ecological, economic and moral
standards. These standards are associated with up- or
downgrading tap water. The evaluations of stakeholders
like consumer associations, lobbying organizations and
other NGOs have a direct effect in everyday life. The
objective of this paper is to better understand the
complexity of communicative evaluation of the ecological
resource water. The underlying hypothesis assumes
(institutional, discursive) evaluations effecting the socio-
cultural constitution of tap water. This work therefore
asks the question of how stakeholder evaluations affect
the consumption of tap water. A discursive analysis
reveals different, interconnected levels of evaluation.
Stakeholders' evaluations in the media are analysed. For
example, the German consumer association watchdog
“foodwatch” is calling for a more sensitive threshold level
for uranium in tap water. They recommend that babies
and small children should not be supplied with tap water
beyond a stricter threshold level than currently set by
governmental recommendations. Other examples point
towards evaluations that are associated with the
ecological understanding of using tap water. Discursive
evaluation on hygiene and usability of tap water can be
very contradictory. By a better understanding of
evaluating tap water in society, measures can be taken to
increase the sustainable use of this resource.
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The new trends of food
consumption: Liquid Food and
Gastro-liquidity

Paolo Corvo
University of Gastronomic Sciences, Italy

Food has become a determining factor for the definition
of individual identity and is at the center of attention of
traditional media, social networks, consumer movements
and associations. Grasping the new frontiers of
gastronomy also represents a way to rethink
consumption models, lifestyles and public policies. We
are witnessing a plurality of choices and options
available, without certain and absolute references, as
never happened in the past, even if thirty years ago
Fischler already spoke of gastro-anomia, describing a
relationship with food characterized by a general absence
of rules.

To describe the current situation in the world of food, it
seems appropriate to refer to the thought of Zygmunt
Bauman and his concept of a liquid society, whereby the
globalized individual lives without certainty in an
aesthetic and fragmented space. In this perspective,
trying to define the current situation of the food world,
we can perhaps speak of liquid food or gastro-liquidity,
where the consumer's experience is very changing,
between the development of automation, even in the
restaurant sector ( will we have the robot waiter or the
robot chef?), and the rediscovery of a direct relationship
with the producer, between the attention to local
products and the attraction for fusion and multiethnic
food, between the multisensory and taste experiences of
food (I think to neuro-gastronomy theorized by Sheperd
and the purchase of food online without any visual or
tactile contact.
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Labor Conciliation and Food
Conciliation in Spain

Cecilia Diaz-Méndez?, Javier Callejo?
1Universidad de Oviedo, Spain; 2UNED, Spain

Adjustments in working time and personal and family
time have become a fundamental organizational element
in today's societies and, in this battle to resolve
hegemony, working time has won an unquestionable
victory. However, the times dedicated to food continue
to show the conflicts between both spheres.

The lunch in Spain prints peculiarities in the organization
of time since most of the population solves it at home and
dedicates their time to consumption with relatives and to
organize the preparation. This generates controversy
between employers and workers, the latter prefer a
temporary organization compatible with the Spanish
food cultural patters.

The Time Use Survey allows us to analyze work-life
balance and food balance, and in this paper, we are going
to investigate the relationship between the type of
working day and mealtimes. The objective is to know
what circumstances favor or hinder the reconciliation of
work and family life in both areas.

The data indicates that food conciliation works as a
cultural trait that equalizes both sexes around a habit
that encourages sharing time outside of work, but it is
women's time that makes it possible.

Self-care, Embodied
Experiences and the Politics of
Counternutritional
Communities

Marjaana Jones
Tampere University, Finland

Various diets are an integral part of food culture and
influence individual food choices. They provide ways for
people to look after their wellbeing. Additionally, dietary
choices intertwine with people’s sense of identity and
consumer food choices can be seen as a form of political
engagement. It has even been argued that dieter
communities could constitute counternutritional
movements, challenging exiting orthodoxies around
healthy eating. This study focuses on one such
‘movement’ by exploring the perspective of self-
proclaimed followers of low-carbohydrate diets. The aim
is to analyse rationales behind food choices, how people
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position themselves and how they negotiate and
evaluate different sources of information regarding
healthy eating. The materials consist of answers (n=741)
to an open-ended question on food, health and wellbeing
in a survey conducted through a national Finnish
newspaper.

The findings indicate that low-carbohydrate diets are
used for DIY illness prevention, everyday risk
management and to maintain a socially desirable body
weight and size. Food is used to treat a number of existing
diagnosed and undiagnosed conditions and diets were
portrayed as means to regain agency in situations where
the participants had been unwell, vulnerable to illness or
where health professionals had been unable to help
them. The participants present themselves as exemplary
health citizens who both consume and constrain
themselves. By doing so, they were choosing health,
choosing to take control and choosing to rely heavily on
embodied experiences and on what they consider non-
partial advice. However, by doing so, they are also
engaged in implicitly and explicitly challenging traditional
expert institutions and advice.
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Disrupting Daily Urban
Mobilities: A Cross-cultural
Analysis of Dynamics in
Household Mobilities in
Response to COVID-19

Mary Greenel, Johannes Holden?, Katherine
Ellsworth-Krebs?, Manischa Anantharaman?

IWageningen University, The Netherlands; 2University of
Oslo, Norway; 3Lancaster University, UK; 4St Mary's
College, California, USA

The potential of disruptions of various forms and scales
for inducing changes in daily transport practices is of
central relevance for transport sociology and policy.
However, as of yet little is known about how different
social, cultural, and governing contexts shape mobility
practices and their dynamics in response to major
societal disruptions. The Covid-19 pandemic, in
constituting a major systemic disruptive force affecting
citizen mobility all over the world, provides a unique
empirical context in which to uncover how disruptive
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events impact practices across different cultural and
governing contexts. Comparing the impact of the Covid-
19 pandemic on mobility practice dynamics across cities
in Ireland, Norway, and the USA, we combine contextual
analysis of aggregate trends in modal shifts and Covid-19
regime measures with qualitative interviews with 63
householders to explore how urban mobilities have been
disrupted and transformed during the Covid-19
pandemic. Our analysis reveals that already existing
variation in mobility cultures and infrastructures are
important contextual factors mediating the impact of
disruption on daily mobility practices, shaping how
changes in understandings and performances of
mobilities play out. This suggests that changes to
practices arising from major societal disruptions must
always be considered against the backdrop of wider
socio-historical and governing contexts. For instance, we
reveal how underlying cultures and infrastructures of
mobility shape the extent to which practitioners opt for
cars versus more sustainable private mobility options in
response to pandemic measures. These findings have
important implications in considering the impact of
disruptions for transitioning toward low-carbon
mobilities.

Consumption and Shifting
Temporalities of Daily Life
During Disruption: Undoing and
Reassembling Household
Practices During COVID-19

Mary Greene?, Arve Hansen?, Claire
Hoolohan3, Elisabeth SiiRbauer?, Lorenzo
Domaneschi®

1Wageningen University; 2University of Oslo; 3University
of Manchester; 4Technische Universitat Berlin;
SUniversity of Milano-Bicocca

The way in which time is produced and consumed during
everyday life has crucial implications for sustainable
consumption. Social practice approaches have directed
attention to the intersection of personal and social
temporalities as important for the patterning of everyday
consumption. However, as of yet, little research has
explored how temporal dynamics of daily consumption
are impacted by major societal disruptions of systemic
scale and influence. This paper examines the temporal
dynamics of social practices experienced in ‘locked down’
households in Germany, Ireland, Italy, Norway and the
UK during the Covid-19 pandemic. Giving particular
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attention to social differentiation in experiences of the
lockdown, we discuss the temporal and relational
dynamics shaping daily routine in terms of timing,
sequence, coordination, duration and tempo of activities.
Drawing on in-depth interviews with participants in all
five countries, we investigate quotidian experiences of
the breaking and (re-)making of daily routines in
response to the pandemic and the temporal processes by
which routines become undone, reassembled and
reconfigured. Our analysis reveals not only the effects of
disruption on practice configurations and outcomes per
se, but also how disruption itself sheds light on the
otherwise hidden temporal dynamics of everyday
practice. We explore how disruption-induced changes to
social institutions and systems of provision impact social
groups in unequal ways. We further consider the
implications of these socially differentiated experiences,
first, for temporal organizations of daily life that support
sustainable consumption of food and mobility, and,
second, for informing sustainability governance and
interventions.

Qualities Of Instituted
Practices: Locking-Down And
'Domestic’ Consumption

Torik Holmes
Cardiff University, United Kingdom

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, governments around the
world placed communities under ‘lockdown'. As a result,
various practices of consumption were uprooted from
instituted settings and re-rooted in homes. This
unprecedented mass reorganisation of normality
resulted in increased domestic consumption, as practices
typically occurring in social sites outside homes, such as
offices, gyms and restaurants, were forced inside. We
examine this transfer of practices, contributing to
literature on COVID-19 and practice-based consumption
research. Our account complicates overly optimistic
narratives about the potential for the disruption caused
by locking-down to downsize the consumer economy. By
combining qualitative household interviews with
secondary data about wider trends in consumption, we
specifically reveal how the re-rooting of instituted
practices results in lumpy patterns of resource use and
desires for more space and larger homes. With many of
the changes that came in response to the pandemic
sticking, we conclude by arguing that future domestic
consumption research and policy should attend to the
instituted qualities of practices and how these could be
reshaped to facilitate sustainability ambitions.
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Cultural Consumption in the
COVID-19 Era. Understanding
the Impact of the Crisis on
Cultural Participation and
Engagement in Italy

Paola Panarese, Vittoria Azzarita
Sapienza, University of Rome, Italy

The COVID-19 crisis has had and will have an
unprecedented impact on cultural participation and
engagement (OECD, 2020). The social distancing
measures have heavily affected all cultural experiences
which rely mostly on physical attendance, determining
deep changes in both cultural consumption and
production (Bollo, 2020). In particular, the pandemic has
fostered the digital transformation of cultural
production, with a significant shift towards digital
services; but it has also impacted the consumption’s
dimension, mitigating or even exacerbating the existing
inequalities of cultural participation in terms of age,
gender and income (Bourdieu 1979; Brook et al., 2020).
To better understand the status quo and imagine what
might come next, this paper presents a twofold level of
analysis. Firstly, we offer a general overview of the impact
of COVID-19 on the behaviour of different cultural
audiences, collecting and reviewing a range of evidences
provided by different Italian surveys regarding a variety
of cultural activities (such as visiting museums, attending
theatres, concerts, festivals, etc.). Secondly, we present
the results of a qualitative research conducted through
semi-structured interviews with a significant sample of
relevant Italian cultural institutions about how cultural
consumption has changed during the pandemic,
potential future behaviours in the aftermath of the crisis,
and the emerging trends in the field of audience
development and engagement.

On the basis of these findings, we identify the lessons
learned from the crisis and suggest future research
directions in order to provide an ever-richer
understanding of cultural consumption in the COVID-19
era.

RNO5 | Sociology of Consumption

RNO5_TO5_ 02 | Food
and Eating IV

Culinary Cosmopolitanism,
Omnivorousness and the
Boundaries of (In)tolerance

Taru Lindblom, Sami Koponen
University of Helsinki, Finland

Cultural sociological perspective on food and eating
highlights the interlinkages between the so called ethos
of discovery and one’s elite status. Studies argue that the
pursuit of exotic, authentic (Johnston & Baumann 2010)
and cultivation through eating practices (Cappeliez &
Johnston 2014), as well as tolerance for cultural diversity
(Ollivier 2008; Koponen & Niva 2020) are coupled with
beneficial social position and cultural resources.
Correspondingly, studies recurrently confirm that
growing suspicion and intolerance towards -cultural
objects considered foreign and unfamiliar are associated
with conservative attitudes, and lesser cultural and
economic resources, sometimes in very straightforward
manner (Lindblom & Mustonen 2019; DellaPosta et al.
2015; Warde 2011). Yet relatively little is known about
how people with different backgrounds and levels of
cultural capital potentially cross these boundaries. This
paper zooms in on the discourses of tolerance in eating.
The paper demonstrates manifestations of (in)tolerance
among and across food connoisseurs, “goodwill foodies”,
tentative culinary cosmopolitans and pragmatic food
consumers. We draw on 28 semi-structured interviews of
Finnish  consumers collected in 2019-20. The
interviewees were selected among the respondents to a
nationally representative survey (Culture and Leisure in
Finland 2018) on themes such as cultural taste,
participation and leisure. Our results depict how the
ethos of openness is recognized widely, and how food is
identified as a field of culture that is understood and
talked about in a manner typical to cultural capital. Apart
from the omnivorous discourses that are clearly shaped
by the oft-referred social forces, we also recognize rather
surprising crossings of symbolic boundaries and
indications of cultural (in)tolerance.
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Patterns Of Animal Protein
Consumption In Portugal:
Current Trends And Food
Policy Challenges

Vasco Ramos, Mdnica Truninger

Instituto de Ciéncias Sociais da Universidade de Lisboa,
Portugal

This paper examines patterns of animal protein
consumption in Portugal between 2010 and 2016,
relevant for the following reasons. Tracking the evolution
of meat and fish consumption is relevant for a number of
reasons. Firstly, excessive consumption of animal protein
is increasingly perceived as a public health concern due
to the incidence of health-related problems (e.g. obesity,
cardiovascular diseases). Secondly, livestock production
causes a significant environmental footprint (Graga et al,
2019). Thirdly, food consumption patterns are a proxy of
food insecurity, a problem that re-emerged in force in
Western Societies following the financial crisis of 2008
(Borch and Kjaernes, 2016). Additionally, while
differences in animal-based dietary patterns may relate
to religious, regional or national identities, they are often
linked to class and unequal living standards (Franklin,
1999).

There is mounting pressure at the European policy level
to reduce the consumption of animal-based foods and
increase plant-based diets. Understanding patterns of
animal-protein consumption is becoming increasingly
germane to policymakers and regulatory agencies when
formulating and assessing the impact of their
interventions. Drawing on the national Household
Budget Surveys of 2010/2011 and 2015/2016, this paper
examines the evolution of animal protein consumption
patterns; identifies the main socio-demographic
characteristics of households according to type of
consumption (heavy animal-based, flexitarians and plant-
based households) and analyses how these groups and
their social characteristics evolved during the two
periods. The paper contributes to the bourgeoning
literature on changing food diets (from animal to plant-
based) and informs policy design to facilitate the shift
towards reducing animal protein consumption.
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Pathways Across Practices in
Everyday Handling of Food and
Health under Socio-Economic
Disadvantage.

Lotte Holm, Bente Halkier, Kia Ditlevsen
University of Copenhagen, Denmark

In the research literature on the connections between
food, dietary health and low socio-economic status, the
sociological everyday life studies shed light upon how
patterns of carrying out mundane food activities become
related to less healthy diets (e.g. Wright et al, 2015).
However, these studies tend to focus on a limited part of
everyday life activities. In this paper, we investigate how
processual pathways across a multiplicity of practices and
bundles of practices shape relations between food
consumption and dietary healthiness in the everyday
lives of Danish socio-economically disadvantaged men
and women. The theoretical perspective taken is a
practice theoretical one (Warde, 2005), with a special
focus on the unequal access to appropriate performing of
practices and the hierarchical social regulation of
performances. The data material consists of 30
qualitative interviews with Danish men and women with
low income and short education, combined with a
validated diet-quality index, based on simple food
frequency questions (Toft et al, 2007). As key findings, we
hope to analytically describe the details and varieties in
how food conduct under conditioned agency and
intersected with other practices and bundles of practices
becomes ‘translated’ into different degrees of dietary
healthiness. The contribution of the paper consist in the
in-depth description of the variety of processes in the
linking of food and health in socio-economically
disadvantaged everyday lives.
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Food Aid And Moral Economies

Anne-Laure Counilh?, Laurence Ossipow?, Yann
Cerf?

1HES-SO, Switzerland; 2HES-SO, Switzerland; 3HES-SO,
Switzerland

Based on research on food aid in Switzerland, primarily
founded on participant observation and semi-directive
interviews, we will discuss how different forms of food
aid developed in ordinary times, as well as in the midst of
a pandemic — with consequences on the reorganization
of both distribution systems and food quality. We will
focus on the moral economies involved in food aid. To
address these questions, we will rely on the approach of
activist-researchers in food aid initiatives, involving what
they call “the right to food” and the “more than food” as
well as the different citizens point of view (commitment
to solidarity, civil charity, and social justice). We will also
focus on food aid recipients and the promotor’s
discourses, in relation to food banks or associative
distribution systems. We will analyse this data from an
economic perspective (funding structures), a political one
(negotiations between State and municipalities about
tasks and modes of financing) and an ideological-moral
agenda (anti-waste redistribution, anti-consumerism,
circular economy and sustainable development).
However, by tailoring it's discourses and practices to food
recycling and yet humanitarian distribution is food aid
not becoming a safety valve for more radical demands?
Doesn't it contribute to manufacturing social peace at the
expense of effective social justice?
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RNO5_TO5 03 | Smart
Tech in Consumption

Futureproofing Food:
Authenticity And Automation in
Sustainable Consumption

Roberta Discetti?, Vincenzo Luise?
INewcastle University; 2University of Milan

While the current patterns of food production and
consumption are progressively linked to environmental
degradation, consumers, businesses and investors are
increasingly looking into more sustainable alternatives.
While some of the latter reproduce hegemonic frames of
edibility and aesthetics, others future gaze into
unchartered territories (farming insects, producing food
with 3D printers, synthesizing artificial meat). How do
automation and the quest for sustainability move the
boundaries of what is “edible”, “authentic” or
“sustainable”? This paper combines interviews with high
tech food startups with digital ethnographic methods to
capture  consumers’  perspectives  related to
technologically mediated food. It looks into startuppers’
and consumers’ narratives revolving around the
production and consumption of technological mediated
food alternatives, to highlight emerging meanings and
contradictions attached to these controversial practices.
This research contributes to the literature on sustainable
consumption by bridging it with the literature on food
technology and the new food economy. By exploring the
emerging and under-researched phenomenon of
consumption of technological mediated food, it provides
new insights into meaning-making efforts connected to
re-imagining and re-making the future of food.
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Consumers + smart meters =
Better-informed or confused
electricity consumers?

Torvald Tangeland, Gunnar Vitters, Harald
Throne-Holst, Nina Heidenstrgm

OsloMet, SIFO, Norway

Smart meters have the potential to improve monitoring
of, and eventually reduce, household electricity
consumption. However, the social implications of this
innovation are not being adequately addressed.
According to the Norwegian Energy Regulatory Authority
(NVE), ‘Smart meters will provide consumers with better
information about their electricity consumption and
prices, and facilitate opportunities for new energy related

installed in 97 % of Norwegian households.

In this paper, we investigate changes in households’
perceived overview of their electricity consumption after
a smart meter has been installed, based on a nationally
representative survey (N=1196) from 2019. The results
show that 16 % reported a better overview of their
electricity consumption, while 64% reported an
unchanged overview. 20 % reported less overview.
Possible explanations as to why smart meters have not
improved the respondents’ overview include less
awareness because the respondents have stopped the
manual monitoring of the household electricity
consumption as well as a lack of trust in the smart meter
technology. We anticipate (has yet to be analysed)
important socio-demographic differences in the way the
technology has been taken up. These differences must be
addressed when developing electricity saving measures
towards private households.
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Smart Tech — A Salvation For
Our Sustainable Future And/Or
Part of the Problem? A
Household Perspective

Dag Slettemeas, Ardis Storm-Mathisen

OsloMet, Norway

Smart technology, under the umbrella “internet of
things” (loT), promises both convenience and cost-saving
for consumers and households. At the same time, in
political/commercial/research discourse, 10T and the
interconnectedness of people, things, homes and
environments, is valued at the societal scale as
potentially contributing to solving issues related to; 1)
environmental sustainability, 2) alleviating the welfare
state, 3) and securing infrastructures and nations.
Interconnected people and devices are thus seen as
“political tools” in the grander project of safeguarding
our future. In such a prospect lies increased
responsibilisation of consumers and households for
“active contribution” (with digital data and ethical
practices) in efforts to solve societal challenges. With this
perspective, it is relevant to draw on theories of
technology paradoxes; how technologies simultaneously
solve AND contribute to the same problems they attempt
to solve (or create new problems). Conceptually, the
paper will concentrate on how households, purchasing
ever more “smart home” products (e.g. for saving energy
and to reduce CO2-footprints), can offset their well-
intended practices and contribute to increasing EE-
production and waste by allowing digitally-connected
products into their home ecology. There are also
unintended rebound effects that should be considered.
In the paper, this challenge will be conceptually
approached by introducing and merging theories of
technology paradoxes (Mick & Fournier 1998, Feenberg
2010) with theories of domestication (Silverstone et al.
1992, Berker et al. 2006) paving way for empirical studies
at the household level of how householders evaluate and
negotiate apparent paradoxical positions related to
smart technology in everyday life.
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RNO5_TO06_01 | COVID
Consumption V:
Digitalisation in a
pandemic

The Impact of Digitalization and
Cryptocurrency Upon
Consumption Practices. A
Comparativa Study Between
Italy and India

Piergiorgio Degli Esposti?, Jillet Sam?

1University of Bologna, Italy; 2Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur, India

The context of contemporary consumption shows a
transition from physical structures (brick & mortar) to
digital structures (e-commerce) and hybrid realities (brick
& click). This transition grounded upon prosumers
activity has repercussions: in consumption practices, in
the way goods and services are accessed, shared, and not
least in the way they are paid. Our objective is, through a
comparative study, to understand how the dynamics of
consuming and sharing digital resources develop. We
argue that shared use of platforms derives from their
location in the socio-material tapestry of the extended
familial networks and urban neighbourhoods.

In this paper, we examine the figure of the elderly and
younger prosumer as they are located in the emerging
platform societies of India and Italy.

The paper draws on the analysis of advertisements,
reports and interviews in the public sphere to understand
the representation of the elderly and younger as
prosumers in a platform society. We also draw on
detailed ethnographic interviews conducted with the
elderly in the cities of Kolkata (India) and Bologna (Italy)
to understand their self-representation and practises
with regard to platforms. The internet landscape in both
India and Italy has striking similarities since they are both
dominated by the popular platform Facebook and its
offshoot Whatsapp. Further, smartphones are the most
common means of accessing the internet. Another
important cultural similarity is that the extended family is
considered to be the primary source of elder care, and
younger support in both India and Italy. The paper is part
of a larger project titled “Evolution of consumer
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behaviour. The impact of digitalization and
cryptocurrency upon  consumption  practices, a
comparative study between Italy and India digital”.

Boundary Traffic in the Home-
as-office: Experiences with
Covid-19 Lock-down and the
Future of Working from Home

Sejal Changede?, Katherine Ellsworth-Krebs?,
Arve Hansen!, Gert Spaargaren3, Ulrikke
Wethal?

1University of Oslo, Norway; 2University of Lancaster;
3Wageningen University

Due to confinement orders as part of governments’
responses to the global Covid-19 pandemic, the number
of people working from home (WFH) accelerated in an
unprecedented way in 2020. WFH has previously
attracted attention due to its potential environmental
benefits, and has long been considered a central part of
the future of work. In this paper, we reflect on the socio-
material configurations influencing the potential for WFH
to stick in the future, highlighting differences related to
cultural and infrastructural contexts. To do this, we
compare the results of qualitative investigation of WFH in
the UK, US, Norway and the Netherlands following the
first Covid-19 lockdowns in spring 2020. In our analysis,
we build on insights from teleworking and boundary
work, two prominent fields of scholarship related to
WFH. We find that while teleworking literature tends to
overemphasize how technological developments
facilitate work ‘anywhere, anytime’, and overlooks
additional work required to create boundaries in the
home-as-office, the boundary work literature
accentuates individual preferences and social roles,
overlooking the significance of other social practices
shaping WFH. We bring in insights from social practice
theory, and emphasize how homes, and practices within
them, are interconnected and dependent on existing
socio-material arrangements. This paper introduces the
concept of ‘boundary traffic’ to draw attention to the
additional work required for practices previously fulfilled
outside the home to be negotiated and re-bundled within
the home. We offer recommendations for employers,
policymakers, and researchers to be cognizant of cultural
and household variation as well as spatial constraints that
will ultimately impact a future of WFH.
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Consuming in Lockdown and
Beyond: Social Representations
of Online Consumption in Spain
During the Covid-19 Crisis

Carlos Jesus Fernandez Rodriguez?, Luis
Enrique Alonso?, Rafael Ibafiez Rojo?, Carlos
de Castro Pericacho?, Maria Medina Vicent?

1Universidad Auténoma de Madrid, Spain; 2Universitat
Jaume | de Castelld, Spain

One of the most significant changes in the realm of
consumption is the growing impact of new forms of
electronic commerce linked to the so-called platform
economy. The retail giant Amazon and platforms such as
Uber or Deliveroo have become key providers of products
and services. While their appeal to customers had been
increasing throughout the last decade, the covid-19
pandemic may have been a turning point in terms of its
role regarding consumption practices. The lockdowns
forced many people to stay home and the choice of
buying online with home delivery appeared as a safe and
easy option to purchase goods and services. As the
pandemic unfolds and digitalization increases, it would
not be a surprise that online shopping becomes the key
retail medium in the near future at the expense of high
street shops and malls. In this paper, we present the
results of an empirical research which is based on a series
of online interviews on consumption habits to consumers
carried out in the region of Madrid, Spain in the winter of
2020-2021. We aim to understand how users describe
their consumption practices during this period of
pandemic and lockdowns — Spain had at some point one
of the strictest confinements in Europe -, but also and
especially their use of platforms and other forms of
electronic commerce during the last year, grasping the
social representations of consumption during this crisis.
This will help us to understand consumption practices
during these difficult times.
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Farmer’s Markets and
Hybridities of Consumption
in the Pandemic — the Shift
to Virtual

Sara Ursi¢!, Nika Buho?, Anka Miseti¢3

IInstitute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar; 2Catholic University
of Croatia; 3Faculty of Architecture, University of Zagreb

Unforeseen crises such as pandemics affect the daily life
of urban dwellers. Although economic and social
dimensions of everyday spaces had already shifted to
become virtual to some extent before the pandemic (for
example, online stores, social networks), farmers
markets are a rare urban public space that has grown
more popular in the last decade while resisting the
virtual. Rooted in the traditional urban tissue for
centuries, farmers markets produce democratic social
space par excellence as they host a wide range of social
practices and relations among socially diverse
populations.

The rise of a digitised model of farmers markets will
impact both the identity of public space and consumer
culture. What happens to social relations and the
placeness of the farmers market once we shift it into the
virtual? What do our communities gain and what do they
lose in this transformation, and what can be learned
about our culture and identities from this process? To
answer these questions, we conducted an online survey
on a sample of farmers market users in Croatian cities (N
=682). The results indicate the importance of hybridities
of consumption and the shift in the traditional patterns
of consumer culture towards new opportunities in digital
society. The challenges are numerous and long term as
both models are desirable but unreplaceable in some
elements. The main task is to keep both alternative forms
of farmers market available and compatible in the
context of sustainable cities.
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RNO5 _TO6 02 |Body,
Gender and
Consumption

Who Performs Appearance
Work And Who Believes
Appearance Works?

lida Kukkonen
University of Turku, Finland

In consumer culture, individuals are called upon to take
responsibility over their body and invest in their looks.
The invitation to work on one’s looks comes with a
promise of social and economic benefits: it entices
people to believe in appearance as currency. Previous
research shows that norms and consumer practices
related to physical appearance are thoroughly gendered.
In particular, women face strict appearance norms and
are expected to engage in various appearance-related
consumer practices. Such practices may be considered
appearance work that individuals perform to obtain
benefits (and avoid disadvantages) within a particular
social hierarchy.

In this study | propose that the belief in appearance as
currency may be a driver of daily appearance work. To
empirically examine this proposition, | utilise nationally
representative survey data from Finland (N= 1600), which
| analyze descriptively and by means of multiple
regression. | operationalize appearance work as self-
reported daily time spent in front of the mirror.

| find that while the belief in appearance as currency is
held equally by men and women in Finland, its practical
daily implications are different between those groups.
Women who believe appearance matters for success in
life engage in appearance work significantly more than
women who do not. However, men who believe in
appearance as currency overall do not work much more
on their appearance than men who do not hold such a
belief. It thus appears the belief in appearance as
currency works as part of an ideology that keeps women
engaged in appearance work.
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A (Toon) Gaze Beyond Gender?
How Preschool Cartoons Could
Introduce Stereotyped
Characters to the Youngest
Audience

Grazia Quercia, Giovanni Ciofalo, Silvia Leonzi
Sapienza University of Rome, Italy

The media representations are becoming more and more
relevant to the sociology of consumption (Warde 2017)
and they acquire even more relevance when referred to
children products (Marsh 2014; Coyne et al. 2016),
because they represent a source of entertainment,
learning (Forge, Phemister 1987, Prosic-Santovac 2017;
Cimmino 2020) and media construction of reality
(Couldry, Hepp 2018).

Premises given, this paper represent an evolution of an
already developed pilot research (Ciofalo, Leonzi,
Quercia, submitted for publication) which observed the
female representation in five preschool cartoons (Peppa
Pig, PJ Masks, Masha and the Bear, Paw Patrol, Bing)
through qualitative analysis. Based on the obtained
results, the first idea of toon gaze, linked to the male gaze
concept (Mulvey 1975), is here extended beyond the
gender discourse.

Preschool cartoons seem to offer a hyper-simplified
reality, meant to be easily understood, with the result of
proposing stereotyped representations (Streicher 1974;
Thompson, Zerbinos 1995; Walsh, Leaper 2020).
Consequence is the presence of not a recurrent frame,
but of an actual (toon) gaze undergoing social and
cultural influences.

Therefore, this paper proposes both a quantitative and
qualitative analysis of all protagonists of the first season
of three shows available on Netflix Italia, such as 44 Gatti
(2018-ongoing), Super Wings (2013-ongoing), PJ Masks
(2015-ongoing). The cartoons are chosen by the presence
of an ensemble of protagonists, popularity, and different
nature of characters, explicitly animals, humans, and
machines. The aim is to define the main characteristics of
a toon gaze through which cartoon characters get
represented, focusing on the risk of endorsing traditional
models and nurturing some ideologies that contrast the
narrative and technological evolution of cartoon
production.
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Hyper-Surveillance: A
Foucauldian Understanding of
Digital Body Modification
Technologies

Katie Thompson?!, Rachel Ashman?!, Anthony
Patterson?, Simeon Yates!

1University of Liverpool, United Kingdom; 2Lancaster
University, United Kingdom

In this paper, we apply a Foucauldian lens to the context
of digital body modification to offer fresh insights into the
relationship between the body and power. Editing
technologies powered by 3D facial modelling, artificial
intelligence, and augmented reality allow individuals to
modify and craft a perfected self-image (which is usually
shared with others on Instagram) in a manner akin to
‘digital plastic surgery’. Smartphone applications of this
nature are being created and downloaded at an
extraordinary rate. Despite their popularity, this
phenomenon has received relatively scant academic
attention, and an urgent call for empirical research has
been issued. Using a netnographic approach which
encompasses 17 depth interviews with ‘digital body
modifiers’, we present an empirically grounded
understanding of power operation embedded in
individual experiences of this technology. To facilitate our
understanding of these processes, we utilize a theoretical
framework which incorporates the concept of the
panopticon (the many watching the few), the synopticon
(the few watching the many) and the digital
doppelganger, which traditionally originates in literature
pertaining to the quantified self (QS). We show how
individual experiences are mediated by a powerful
Influencer culture on Instagram, the authority of
quantified feedback, and the instructive design of the
apps, all of which work to encourage the production of
particular bodily designs. We find that this mediation
results in an experience framed by hyper-surveillance
directed towards the body/self, which in turn, leads to an
intense identification with one’s digital doppelganger.
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RNO5_T06 03 | Food
and Eating V

Consumer Values And
Appreciation In The Context Of
Food Consumption

Jana Olivia Dreyer, Lisa Christofzik, Silke
Lichtenstein

Dr. Rainer Wild-Stiftung, Germany

This study explores the meaning of values and
appreciation of food regarding food-related consumption
behaviours of consumers. In the literature, values are
described as subjective, conscious or unconscious
perceptions whose development is determined by
external influences and individual experiences. According
to the literature, values do not provide directives for
action, but they can have a guiding function for action
and behaviour. Health and sustainability are leading
societal values which is reflected in the strong wish of
consumers for sustainable consumption. This is based on
the increasing knowledge about the effects of individual
consumption and the increased visibility of its
consequences due to media attention and digitalization.
However, food consumption-related actions do not
always correspond to consumers' values. This can lead to
inner conflicts and stress and as a consequence cause
resignation among consumers.

The aim of the study is to answer the questions: What
understandings of values and appreciation do
interdisciplinary, scientific perspectives offer? In which
categories can consumption-related values be bundled
and what intersections or interactions can be identified?
What is the meaning of values and appreciation for food-
related consumer behaviour?

For this reason, an interdisciplinary systematic literature
research will be conducted. The results will be merged
and will provide the scientific basis for an interdisciplinary
cooperation-project. In a further study, consumers will be
asked via questionnaires and interviews about their
consumption-related values and appreciation of food.
The results are intended to help consumers make
sustainable consumption decisions. The target groups for
the results are education, politics and economics.
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‘I Don’t Want to Taste Flawed
Wines Because Someone else
Thinks They Are Cool’: Field
Struggles and Generational
Oppositions in Representations
of Natural Wine

Elias le Grand
Stockholm University, Sweden

The last decades have seen a proliferation of ‘alternative’
food and drink networks formed around notions of
authenticity, democracy and sustainability. In the field of
fine wine, these developments are evident by the recent
popularity of natural wine. This paper examines how
representations of this wine category are bound up with
classification struggles over cultural taste in the field of
fine wine. To this end, the paper examines how natural
wine is legitimated (or not) in two leading specialist wine
magazines. The analysis shows that natural wine is
represented as a trendy yet contested category
associated with a young cosmopolitan generation of wine
professionals and consumers. The natural wine category
is frequently connected to sensory and aesthetic
characteristics opposed to consecrated criteria for
evaluation in the field of fine wine connected to
conventional forms of fine wine. But while frequently
associated with ‘wine flaws’ and hipster snobbery,
natural wines are also regularly highly rated and
recommended to readers in both magazines. In
conclusion, its ambiguous status implies that natural
wine has become a partially legitimated category in the
fine wine field. Moreover, contestations of this wine
category are indicative of symbolic struggles between
generational groupings over cultural taste in the fine
wine field.
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The F-Word Unravelled: What
Do We Talk About When We
Talk About 'Foodyism'

Sami Koponen, Taru Lindblom
University of Helsinki, Finland

Several decades after the contentious terms were coined
in popular food media, sociologists in both North America
and Europe (and elsewhere) increasingly talk about
‘foodies’” and ‘foodyism’ in order to refer to
contemporary enthusiasms around food and eating (e.g.
Johnston & Baumann 2010, Warde 2015, Warde et al.
2020). Most studies appear to share the view of foodyism
as some sort of an aesthetic food movement in the
practices of which the aestheticization of eating (Warde
2016) perhaps most obviously crystallizes. Yet what is
foodyism precisely about? In other words, and given the
ambiguous nature of ‘aestheticization’ (Reckwitz 2017),
what do the studies more or less touching upon foodyism
precisely talk about when they highlight the role of
‘aesthetics’ for a growing number of food consumers?
This paper compiles the existing sociological literature on
foodies and foodyism. We reflect on the current and
potential analytical value of the f-words and discuss
whether the sociology of eating might benefit from
adopting a narrower definition for the concepts. Our
preliminary suggestion is that one way to fruitfully
distinguish foodies analytically from, for instance,
gastronomes or ‘food lovers’ (see Johnston & Baumann
2010), might be to define such consumers more exactly
through ‘aesthetic novelty’, originality, authenticity, and
other such ‘artful’ concepts that certain cultural
sociologists have recently depicted as fundamental ideals
of late modern (middle class, consumer) culture (e.g.
Reckwitz 2017, see also Koponen & Lindblom,
forthcoming).
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Making Meat (Un)edible:
Affective Practices among
Finnish Consumers

Outi Koskinen
University of Helsinki, Finland

Though the harmful aspects related to meat are gaining
more attention, its consumption remains widespread in
the global north. In this presentation, | ask what kinds of
affects, emotions, and sensual experiences are currently
entangled in this contradictory situation. The
presentation therefore connects to the interest in the
visceral and embodied aspects of consumption. More
specifically, | aim to answer the recent calls for studying
the affective and visceral within meat consumption as a
way of better understanding how, for example,
sustainable eating or human-animal relations come to
matter in relation to meat. In order to do this, | utilise
Wetherell’'s concept of affective practices to analyse
everyday meat eating practices. The data for the
presentation consists of interviews and participant
observations with Finnish consumers (N=19) who
represent a wide variety of different ways of acquiring
and eating meat. The analysis suggests that affective
practices play a significant role in constructing the
edibility of meat, influencing how it becomes something
that is good to eat, or, conversely, how the edibility of
meat is threatened or even denied in some occasions.
Furthermore, affective practices seem to intertwine with
care: the concrete labours of, e.g., making certain meats
edible for loved ones, which brings forth the complex
dynamics of affection and attentiveness as well as
frustration and anxiety. As a whole, the presentation
offers one alternative way of counterbalancing (cerebral)
consumer choice by focussing on shared patterns of
affective practices within consumption.
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Serious Make-Believe: Future
Orientations in Prepper
Consumption

Elias Mellander
University of Gothenburg, Sweden

The interest in prepping — i.e., the practice of preparing
oneself and one’s household for a future crisis — has
grown in Sweden and other western countries in recent
years, reaching a peak in the wake of the covid-19
pandemic. As a cultural phenomenon, prepping exists as
an intersection of sub-cultural community, hobby activity
and civil defense — often focusing on the development of
skills and material ‘prepps’. While preppers generally
plan for futures where everyday consumption no longer
is possible, acquiring the right goods in the present is an
essential element of prepping practices. Concordantly,
the landscape of prepper consumption flourishes, with a
large number of commercial actors marketing foodstuffs
with long shelf-life, preparedness kits and other survival
equipment. In turn, there are numerous blogs, podcast
and online forums where preppers review and discuss the
right goods to buy and store in the event of a proverbial
‘shit hits the fan’ scenario — be it temporary blackouts,
financial troubles or total societal collapse. In short,
prepping can be understood as consumption for the
future within what is perceived as an unsustainable
society, where preparations in the here-and-now are
ways of managing and investing material resources as
well as emotions in the uncertainty of what is to come.
Drawing on interviews and digital ethnography with
Swedish preppers, this paper will discuss the relationship
between consumption and orientations toward dystopic
scenarios, highlighting the emotional ambiguity inherent
in enjoying the process of preparing and consuming for
that which one fears.
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Ethics of Consumption and

Deprivation
Beth Amelia Cloughton

University of Glasgow, United Kingdom

Baltic Street and its surrounding area is characterised by
food deserts, high levels of deprivation, and a large
amount of derelict land. This positions the area of
Dalmarnock, Glasgow as spatially vulnerable, which
means many of its residents are in a state of socio-
material-economic disadvantage. In response to this, a
primary remit of BSAP is to supply food to the area. Their
activity further extends to include dominant ethical
consumption forms like recycling and local food
education . As a result, the residents of the area are
engaging with mainstream forms of ethical consumption
narratives, like low-resource consumption and a low
carbon footprint, whilst not explicitly aligning to this
framework.

A creation of a theoretical framework that proposes
tension (stemming from ethical consumption ) and
possibility is actually a process of generating an ethics of
consumption when consuming in a wider context of
deprivation. Tension is both part of engaging with
possible futures and possibility as a way of thinking about
a different way of being as opposed to something that
must be overcome or managed. Tension is actually a
driver of and a satisfier of engaging in these possibilities.
Possibility focuses on potential not deficit, the capacity of
a space rather than what it lacks. Considering an ethics of
consumption from this lens helps to construct an ethics
of consumption rooted in a reorientation of the market,
consumption practices and ethics that is not based on a
cultural narrative of the middle class.

Determinants of food poverty

in Ireland.
Majka Monika Ryan

University of Limerick, Ireland

In 1984, DeVault and Pitts, writing about experiences of
hunger in the US, argued that the causes of food poverty
lie in the social conditions that people endure and the
institutions that structure their lives. Today, almost four
decades later, the need for food emergency globally has
reached alarming highs as the queues to soup kitchens,
breakfast clubs and food banks are getting longer. Those
who experience food insecurity today are not necessarily
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unemployed, migrants or homeless but also pensioners,
students and employees. They are young and old.

In line with the neoliberal consumerist model, the Irish
government’s stance on food poverty is to focus on low-
income families and their individual ability to make ‘the
right’ choices in terms of the foods they eat and how they
manage their finances (Dowler & O’Connor 2012). Thus,
instead of structural causes of poverty, the policy focus is
on the individual, their degree of deservingness to public
resources, and their individual capacity to ensure their
own well-being. In this context of welfare retrenchment,
where the State has failed in its role to protect citizens
from food deprivation, charitable organisations are sole
bearers of responsibility for distribution of emergency
food.

Based on empirical data from interviews and surveys
conducted with food bank service users in the third
largest city of Ireland, this presentation contributes to the
international debate on food poverty. The presentation
reveals why people experience food insecurity in Ireland,
and locates this issue within the context of much larger
social problems.

Alternative Consumption and
Good Life

Renata Dopierata
University of Lodz, Poland

In the paper | consider the relationship between anti-
consumerism and the idea of a good life (in particular
happiness and well-being). | seek to answer the following
questions: what does the good life mean to people who
describe themselves as anti-consumerist?; how do these
people implement the idea of the good life in their
everyday lives? This involves comparing two versions of
the good life - those associated with consumerism on the
one hand, and anti-consumerist discourses on the other.
Anti-consumerism — broadly speaking - does not equate
the good life with increased material wealth and
increased material consumption, it promotes intangible
goods and post-materialist values. | examine what
strategies individuals use to fulfil their needs in
alternative (anti-consumerist) ways (e.g., minimizing
costs, privatizing consumption), what services they use
(or do not use), what goods and products they choose or
reject (and why). | also highlight consumer practices
related to sustainability and sharing economy. The
context of coronavirus pandemic will be also important in
considering the good life and alternative forms of
consumption.
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Consumption
Inequalities I: Food

Fresh Produce: Living
Organisms and Designed
Goods.

Linda Hering?, Julia Filling?

1Technical University Berlin, Germany; 2Humboldt
University of Berlin, Germany

Fruits and vegetables are usually advertised in the
supermarket with slogans such as fresh and natural.
However, as crops, they have been sociotechnical shaped
by humans for specific purposes for thousands of years.
Though as living organisms’ fruits and vegetables
challenge the production network as they still prove
resistance to certain interventions and constantly
challenge people to take action. The involved actors have
to invest a lot of manpower, technological innovations
and professional knowledge to keep the living good at its
best quality.

Referring to the concept of biofacts that understands
fruits and vegetables as both living organisms and
sociotechnical designed products, we will illustrate how
specific parts of the production network are made visible
in the supermarket for the purpose of valorization while
others remain hidden.

Using fruits as an example it will become clear that some
parts of the production network are rather difficult to
integrate into stimulating storytelling. With associations
to pristine landscapes and work carried out by hand, the
cultivation side where fruits are grown can be
wonderfully incorporated into a romanticizing narrative.
In the supermarket, the living part of the goods is the
main reference point when promoting fruits to the
customers. In contrast, the logistics of goods, which is
accomplished through container technology, and
representing the sociotechnically designed part, offers
hardly any points of connection to the subjective level
and therefore generally remains in the background.
Based on these facts, it is questioned whether
transparency is a useful means to promote sustainable
shopping.
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Food for Security: Evidence
from Cauca, Colombia

Arne Dulsrud, Sabina Kuraj
OsloMet, Norway

While access is a key concept in the food security
literature, few address bundles of entitlements or forms
of access as they play out in everyday life. Entitlements—
property rights, exchange entitlements, and social
rights—are often studied individually, with emphasis on
formal aspects. Conflicts over land use, migration, and
low penetration of social policies challenge such
entitlements. A key issue here will be how different
relations to food markets influence vulnerability and
resistance to food insecurity, distinguishing between
subsistence farming, households producing for the
market, and households acting primarily as buyers of
food. Furthermore, the entitlement literature assumes
that “the law stands between the food and the eater”
(Sen 1982). This is based on significant empirical
observations of food crises, but the approach still
overlooks access to food via informal networks,
reciprocity, and communitarian relationships as part of
the dynamic between food security and conflict. Personal
interviews with female household representatives,
addressing food practices on the day before (inspired by
nutritional 24-hour recall methods), allows us to directly
link such activities to institutional frames, particularly
with work, food provisioning, and their relations to social
security concerns. It will also include sections on
household demographics, employment, education,
access to land, assets and strategies to cope with stress
(e.g., displacement, climate change). The survey is
implemented among a random sample of at least 250
households in each of 4 different settings, distinguished
by urban-rural spaces, socio-economic, and cultural or
ethnic lines.
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Offering Shared Meals to
Create Social Relations Beyond
Socio-economic Frontiers? Two
Qualitative Studies Analyzing
Social Actions Using

Commensality.
Margot Dyen, Maxime Michaud

Institut Paul Bocuse, France

Sharing a meal - commensality - is often seen as an
opportunity to generate positive relationships between
commensals - conviviality. The value of the shared meal
has given rise to social actions aimed at combating
situations of social isolation through meal sharing,.
However, there is little data to qualitatively assess the
mechanisms for creating social links through food. A first
study conducted with ethnographic methods in retirees
associations shows i) the necessity of participant
selection — i.e. exclusion — to make commensality
moments convivial and ii) the difficulties for
commensality to transcend socio-economic categories.
The second study deepens these aspects. It anchorsin the
transformative service research, whose objective is to
question how the interactions between service entities
and consumer entities influence the well-being outcomes
of both. We study the experiences of the actors involved
in two solidarity catering structures. Through participant
observations and semi-structured interviews (27), this
study shows that the structures are places where various
expectations converge, and that the creation of social
links emerges when these expectations are met. We
show that individuals’ expectations towards the structure
can be characterized in two categories: i) a gradient from
the search for similarities to the search for otherness, and
ii) expectations in terms of the search for usefulness,
whether for oneself, for others, or for a social project.
This study provides a better understanding of the
diversity of the mechanisms underlying the creation of
social link, and thus makes it possible to suggest ways to
support these mechanisms.
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Consumption and
Inequalities Il:
Mechanisms of
stratification

Work in Academia: Prosuming
Exclusions?

Rosana Cordova Guimardes, Marcia Cristiane
Vaclavik, Andrea Oltramari

Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil

The term prosumption was coined in1980 by American
futurist Alvin Toffler and was widely used by many
technology writers of the time. Technological
breakthrough and a rise in user participation blurs the
line between production and consumption activities,
with the consumer becoming a prosumer. Prosumers
have been defined as individuals who consume and
produce value, either for self-consumption or
consumption by others, and can receive implicit or
explicit incentives from organizations involved in the
exchange. Beyond its transformational and disruptive
power, authors have pointed out a face of exploitation
that can be perceived from the prosumer’s figure. In this
essay, we use a critical perspective to address
prosumerism in the academic sphere. We argue that
academia can be seen as an incomplete circuit of
prosumerism that produces exclusion, especially those
linked to free (although intellectualized) work. This
phenomenon can be exemplified through the peer-
reviewing process, a cornerstone of scientific publishing,
especially in the early stages of an academic career (e.g.,
Ph.D. students, but not limited to). It is commonly viewed
as a way to develop skills and join certain circles,
strengthening networking and the curriculum. However,
in most cases, this ‘produced’ labor, although crucial for
the system, is not enough to allow the ‘consumption’ of
the material it helped to produce. In this sense, the
knowledge flows in an erratic and noncircular way,
helping to reproduce exclusion.Therefore, to better
understand the prosumption process, it is needed to
deep and broad its all manifestations, including the
critical ones.
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Cultural Conversations: How
They Demonstrate Cultural
Capital and Facilitate Social
Network Relations

Roza Meuleman

Radboud University, the Netherlands

Previous research has argued that through highbrow
tastes, people from higher status positions identify (dis-
)similar others and establish social ties with high status
members whilst excluding people from lower status
groups. Although the relation between cultural tastes
and various social network characteristics has gained
more attention over the last decade, up until recently, it
remained relatively unclear to what extent cultural tastes
assist in the formation of social network relations.
Nevertheless, there are some recent studies that have
shown that individuals’ highbrow tastes are positively
related to the number of higher socioeconomic network
resources. These studies argue that people identify
higher and lower socioeconomic status groups by
discussing and demonstrating cultural tastes in social
conversation. However, the underlying theoretical
mechanism, i.e. that of cultural conversation, has not
been tested empirically. So, although it has been shown
that ‘culture talk’ frequency is stratified by
socioeconomic status, it remains unclear to what extent
this culture talk is actually mobilized into social relations,
let alone, into higher socioeconomic status relations. The
present study will therefore examine to what extent
individuals’ highbrow tastes are positively related to
highbrow cultural conversations within their social
network, and to what extent these highbrow cultural
conversations are positively related to the socioeconomic
status level of the social network. To answer this research
question, a representative large scale panel study is used
(Family Survey Dutch Population, 2017/2019, N=1500).
Preliminary results show that individuals with more
highbrow tastes have more high status connections and
this relationship is partly mediated by cultural
conversations.

RNO5 | Sociology of Consumption

Ordinary Lifestyles And
Material Configurations: When

Culture Is No Match.
Maél Ginsburger

0OSC, Sciences Po, Paris, France

Cultural capital, gender and generation appear as central
variables in the analysis of the social space of lifestyles
(Flemmen et al, 2018). But is that still true when this
space is no longer based on cultural practices — as it is
usual since the Distinction (Bourdieu, 1979) — but on
ordinary  consumption  practices?  Related to
transportation, equipment, energy consumption,
clothing and food, these practices are crucial in daily
routines (Shove and Warde, 2003). They also contribute
strongly to delineate boundaries between lifestyles and
between social groups (Halbwachs, 1913), with a growing
moral dimension related to environmentalism (Kennedy
& Horne, 2020).

Relying on data from the French Households Budget
Surveys between 1985 and 2017, | first study the social
space of lifestyles and its evolution using a series of
Multiple Factor Analysis on 28 ordinary consumption
practices. | then relate households’ coordinates in that
social space to their positioning in two other spaces: the
space of cultural configurations — mainly based on
generational, cultural and gender variables — and the
space of material configurations — mainly based on
residential and budgetary variables.

I show that the position in the space of lifestyles is - and
remains over the period — strongly associated with
material configurations whereas the association with the
cultural configurations remains weak. If they do not
invalidate the symbolic and classifying dimension of
these ordinary practices, these results promote a Marxist
perspective on the study of lifestyles. They show that
ordinary lifestyles primarily act as an intermediate layer
that expresses the material conditions of existence and
facilitates their symbolic and statutory appropriation.
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The Role Of Status Goods In
Competition For A Position In
The Social Hierarchy. The
Perspective Of Different
Economic Conditions And
Models Of Societies Based On
Preliminary Comparative
Studies in Poland, Russia And
Denmark.

Lukasz Kiszkiel
University of Bialystok, Poland

The main prpose of the study conducted as part of a
grant, postpned from 2020 to 2021 due to COVID-19, is a
comparative analysis of countries with different
economic conditions and models of societies in terms of
categorization and role of status goods in the process of
building the social position of the individual. Conspicuous
consumption of luxury (as an economic phenomenon) is
an extremely important (social) structure-forming
mechanism - creating and maintaining social strata,
classes and circles (T. Veblen). This mechanism is more
pronounced the greater the income inequalities in
society. The research hypothesis assumes that the
greater the income stratification, the greater the social
significance will be assigned to semiotic status emblems
(brands, logos), and their emanations visible in public
space (cars, clothes, real estates). This is due to the
domination of material factors as the most effective
capital-instrument for achieving a better social position
(Poland, Russia). In Denmark, hypothetically, there will be
a shift towards concealed consumption based on
empirical categories - travel, food, etc. and the greater
role of cultural capital embedded in common knowledge
(R. J. Aumann, 1999). In addition, significant differences
are assumed between selected countries in the context
of: a) categorization and b) the different social
perceptions about status symbols within individual
classes within and between countries, and other
gradations attributed to individual types of capital. | hope
that the fresh results from quantitative research
conducted in 2020 in three countries will allow for an
interesting discussion and conclusions on the
international forum on possible differences in view of
competition for the position in the social hierarchy.
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Consumption

Making Ends Meet: The
Stylisation of Vegetarianism
Through Economic

Justifications in India
Mathieu Ferry

Sciences Po (Observatoire Sociologique du Changement)
& CREST (Pdle Sociologie)

Since Bourdieu’s model of lifestyles in Distinction (1979),
many contemporary sociological investigations have
focused on symbolic consumption, often leaving food out
of cultural stratification studies.

In India, Hindu upper castes, and especially Brahmins,
display their higher social status by declaring themselves
vegetarian, whereas Hindu lower castes tend to be more
frequently non-vegetarian. Yet, while vegetarians usually
justify their diet according to their caste position, upper
castes also discursively downplay the privileges of their
ascribed status position. So how do they assert
vegetarianism as a status marker?

In this paper, | examine how objective cultural food
distinctions relate to the subjective representation of
ascriptive boundaries. | first study the social space of food
practices by way of a Multiple Correspondence Analysis
on an Indian representative large-scale survey. | identify
the main patterns of food differentiation, including the
vegetarian and non-vegetarian divide. Then, | relate
these objective food differences to expressions of
judgements based on 75 interviews conducted in a region
of North India.

| argue that the symbolic boundary of vegetarianism
draws from the material realm in which food is
embedded. People’s perception of the economic position
of vegetarians and non-vegetarians as rich or poor leads
them to mobilize these economic categories to judge
their food practices. Hindu upper castes negatively
perceive non-vegetarian practices among poor lower
castes. The former consider that the latter misuse their
economic resources in consuming non-vegetarian
products. Among poor households, this repertoire is also
articulated around the importance of self-discipline in
managing the household budget.

The articulation of a moral economic repertoire thus
reinforces the cultural legitimacy of vegetarianism by not
openly displaying exclusive caste and religious status
boundaries.
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‘Good Life for Animals’ or
‘Vegan Society’. Omnivore,
Vegetarian and Vegan Accounts
of Welfare and Rights of
Farmed Animals

Mari Niva, Johanna Makela
University of Helsinki, Finland

Ecological problems and concerns for animal rights and
welfare are intensifying public criticism against the use of
animals in food production. However, the volume of
animal production remains high, and animal-based foods
are routinized as part of Western everyday food
practices. Consumers apply various ethical perspectives
in evaluating animal production, and a variety arguments
are used for justifying the eating of animal products.

In this paper we analyse the meanings that omnivores,
vegetarians and vegans assign to animal rights and
welfare, the ethical perspectives that they use in
constructing such meanings, and the justifications
applied in defence of animal production. The study is
based on a survey conducted in co-operation with the
Finnish newspaper Helsingin Sanomat, which invited
readers to respond to a survey including questions on
food and diets. One of the open-ended questions asked:
‘In your opinion, how should animal welfare and rights be
taken into account in food production?’. In total 22,803
readers completed the survey, and the data included in a
qualitative content analysis for this paper comprise 5,933
answers to the question above.

Animal welfare gained support in all three groups, while
animal rights were emphasised mainly by vegans and
vegetarians. Omnivores’ comments relied on a multitude
of ethical perspectives, while vegetarians used hybrids of
utilitarian and animal rights views, and vegans relied on
animal rights perspective. The main justifications (by
omnivores) for use of farmed animals included depicting
humans as natural meat eaters, meat as a healthy food,
and farmed animals as well-treated; emphasising the
agricultural benefits of animal production; and denying
animal rights. The results evidence the contested public
views on the future of animal production and
consumption.
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Prefiguration And The Regimes
Of Practices In Swiss Animal
Advocacy

Iréne Courtin
University of Geneva, France

Among the observable cleavages in animal advocacy, the
place of political consumption and lifestyle commitment
often returns in the debates: is this kind of engagement
relevant towards social change in relation to abolitionist
animal advocacy? Does it have to be combined with
forms of collective experimentation, or with more
classical repertoires of protest? Or does it have to be
criticized as a depoliticized engagement, even complicit
with a capitalist food industry? Based on fieldwork
conducted in French-speaking Switzerland,
understanding abolitionist animal advocacy in relation to
consumerism in activist practices, and commitments to
antispeciesism and veganism, is rendered more complex.
Although these debates have not disappeared, they are
not necessarily at the heart of the concerns and practices
of animal rights activists today. This can be explained by
the pre-eminence of other issues and constraints specific
to the evolution of animal advocacy in this context. In
particular, active engagement in illegal civil disobedience
has resulted in a strong repression, which may have
contributed to the redirection of militant energy. Beyond
the question of individual consumption, the first results
allow to identify different regimes of practices, more or
less tied with a prefigurative politics. Three teleoaffective
regimes have been identified:
- An efficiency regime marked by the will to
rationalize practices and resources
- An utopian one marked by the will to "live the
alternative" (and make it visible)
- A radical one tied with political references and a
strong emphasis on alliances with other causes.
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Ethics of Care and the
Pathways to Sustainable
Wellbeing

Laurence Godin?, Justine Langlois?, Emilie
Dionne®

1Agri-Food  Economics and Consumer  Sciences
Department, Université Laval, Canada; 2Sociology
Department, Université Laval, Canada; 3VITAM Research
Center for Sustainable Health and Université Laval

In this conceptual and methodological paper, we propose
to explore the potential of feminist epistemologies and
ethics of care for thinking about pathways to sustainable
wellbeing, using food consumption as an example.
Defined through the universal human needs of
participation, autonomy and health, the notion of
sustainable wellbeing is a heuristic tool for identifying the
societal preconditions for fulfilling those needs for
everybody and over time, which implies living within
planetary limits (Gough 2017). One condition for
achieving sustainable wellbeing is to transform our
lifestyles and reduce consumption. At the household
level, most of the consumption practices that are called
to change, such as cooking, cleaning, heating or moving
around, structure our everyday lives and imply care work.
Consequently, transforming lifestyles for moving towards
sustainable wellbeing relies on a historically unequal
distribution of labor between genders and risks
furthering these inequalities.

Based on a critical review of the literature on sustainable
food consumption, we will describe the possibilities
offered by care ethics for thinking about the transition
towards sustainable wellbeing, along with the
methodological and epistemological implications of this
position. This presentation will thus be the occasion to
outline a research agenda to better address social
relations and underlying power structures in research on
consumption and sustainable wellbeing.
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Participation

Audience Engagement as a
Practice of Cultural
Participation and Citizenship.
An action research in the
context of Creative Europe
project “Performing Gender-

Dancing in Your Shoes”
Giulia Allegrini

University of Bologna, Italy

Audience engagement is nowadays at the center of an
interdisciplinary field of study. It is fostered also at
European cultural policy level, trough studies and
programs that invite art organizations and cultural
institutions to put the audiences at the center of their
attention and to elaborate ways of assessing the impact
of culture.

The issues of the access to culture and cultural
participation are nowadays even more essential
considering the dramatic social impact of Covid-crisis.
However, the concept itself of audience engagement as
well as the one of “value of culture” pose many analytical
and methodological challenges. The debate reveals at the
same time a number of both conceptual polarizations and
ambivalences- such as “instrumental vs intrinsic value of
art”, “consumers vs co-creator”.

In this contribution, based on an action-research actually
ongoing in a Creative Eu funded project “Performing
Gender- Dancing in Your Shoes” and on literature review,
I will propose a number of analytical trajectories and
conceptual shifts that acknowledge the audience
engagement in terms of practice of cultural participation
and citizenship.
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Exploring the Limits and
Overlaps Between Cultural and
Political Valuations and
Boundary-Drawing in
Contemporary Finland

Sara Sivonen, Riie Heikkila
Tampere University, Finland

Lifestyles and cultural practices are indisputably socially
stratified. At the same time, they are also connected to
political valuations and attitudes. Existing research has
indeed indicated that these two are linked, often pointing
to the direction of a negative relation between
conservative attitudes and cultural capital. The aim of this
paper is to examine whether political attitudes are
intertwined with lifestyles and cultural participation in
our era of “new politics”, in which cultural and social
values have an increasing influence, and if so, how and
through what kinds of motivations and strategies do
political valuations make their way into the area of the
cultural. Our paper examines these questions in the light
of follow-up interview data among 28 interviewees that
had previously responded to a nationally representative
survey (Culture and Leisure in Finland 2018) on tastes,
lifestyles and attitudes. Using qualitative content
analysis, the paper examines whether and how cultural
and political valuations (that also can be understood as
boundary-drawing) are connected at the individual level.
Our empirical context is Finland, a Nordic egalitarian
welfare state that has traditionally had comparatively
little lifestyle stratification and a relatively stable political
climate; however, Finland has been found to have largely
similar cultural differentiation than other Western
countries and for example a similar pattern of rise of
populist movements as in many other contexts. Our
analysis shows that the main division still runs between
“liberal” and “conservative” political discourses but that
both conceal various logics of adhering to cultural
valuations.
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Social Cleavages In The
Dramatic Arts. Measuring
Legitimacy And Visiting
Intentions Of Theater
Performances With A Factorial
Survey

Gunnar Otte, Dave Balzer
Johannes Gutenberg-University Mainz, Germany

While the factorial survey method has been applied to
diverse topics, it has rarely been used in the field of
cultural consumption. In a large population survey on
cultural participation conducted in Germany in 2018, a
factorial survey module was implemented to measure
social cleavages in the dramatic arts audience. The
vignettes are short descriptions of performances and are
intended to model facets that are contentious among
drama visitors. They contain five dimensions: (a) large,
festive vs. small, sober type of stage; (b) cheerful vs.
thought-provoking play; (c) classic vs. new material in an
original vs. modern production; (d) references to the
current state of society; and (e) display of nudity and
violence. For each portrayed performance, respondents
are, firstly, asked to indicate their attitude towards public
funding on an 11-point Likert scale. In a second step, two
more dimensions are added to each vignette: (f)
admission price; (g) positive vs. controversial critical
reviews. Subsequently, respondents are asked to
indicate, on the same rating scale, whether they are
willing to visit the performance. In our D-efficient
experimental design, each respondent evaluates one out
of twelve decks with six vignettes. Employing multilevel
modelling, we show which vignette dimensions and
respondent characteristics are most influential for our
two target variables. It appears that judgments vary
primarily by age and education and that the
performances’ societal relevance and moral shock drive
cultural legitimacy and visiting intentions.
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Understanding the Unequal
Structure of Children’s Cultural
Participation in the uk

Adrian Leguina?, Irmak Karademir-Hazir?

1Loughborough University, United Kingdom; 20xford
Brookes University, United Kingdom

Cultural participation in childhood significantly impacts
an individual’s chances of future social mobility and well-
being. So far, research has focused disproportionately on
adult cultural practices, failing to comprehensively
examine children’s perspective. At the moment, there is
a gap in our understanding of how far children’s unequal
access to culture is determined by schools, household
background, parental disposition towards arts, sports
and culture. This paper will address this gap by focusing
on the cultural participation of children aged 5-10 and
their relationship with parental capitals and cultural
participation, by first identifying profiles of children
engagement with culture, arts and sports, then mapping
their cultural practices in relation to gender, class and
ethnicity, and second, by exploring how parental
economic and cultural capitals, alongside cultural
participation explain children’s participation in cultural
activities at this crucial life stage.

To meet this aim, we combine children and parental data
from the 2016/17 Taking Part Survey (UK), allowing us to
address some of the limitations identified in previous
studies. We will also critically assess the quality of
available quantitative data on cultural participation of
children. Our approach, part of the family of geometric
data analysis methods (GDA), combines multiple
correspondence  analysis, cluster analysis and
multinomial regressions and seeks to assess how the
processes of intergenerational transmission of cultural
capital operate in families with diverse backgrounds. Our
analysis, which is in progress at the moment, will
contribute to our understanding of reproduction of
cultural capital and help us think about potential ways of
eliminating inequality at the early stages of life.

RNO5 | Sociology of Consumption

RNO5_T09 02 |
Consumption and
Inequalities Ill: Markets
and competition

The ‘Halaal’ Economy in South
Africa: Exploring the Effect of
Religion on Consumption

Quraisha Dawood
IIE Varsity College, South Africa

The ‘halaal economy’ has acquired substantial fiscal
prominence globally, underscored by values of ethical
consumerism, investment, socioeconomic integrity,
respect and cleanliness. The concept of ‘halaal,” or
Islamically permissible has permeated extensively into
food, travel, healthcare, fashion and banking. Leaving
imprints on fashion, food and lifestyle developments, the
halaal economy impacts on wide-ranging markets,
without compromising the doctrines of halaal. Authors
indicate that in 2018, the global halaal market was valued
at 2.2 trillion dollars, and it is predicted to realise a value
of 3.2 trillion in 2024. The proliferating value indicates the
significant impel of religion on consumers. South Africa’s
Muslims constitute 1.6% of the population accounting for
10% of the economy. Halaal initiatives endorsed by social
media Muslim influencers on Instagram have played a
significant role with increasing fiscal value.

This paper explores dynamics of the ‘halaal’ online
economy in South Africa, a subject which is relatively
under researched, with a specific focus on thriving female
Muslim-owned businesses, operationalised on
Instagram. The social media space presents a 24 hour
‘shop’ for the women to gain economic independence
while maintaining hayaa (modesty) and her Islamic
familial role.

Established on empirical evidence utilizing a mixed
methodology, this paper uncovers the highly networked,
gendered and lucrative social media realm of the online
halaal economy of Muslim women in South Africa. To this
end the paper will discuss research findings which point
to boundaries of exclusivity, entrepreneurial strategies
and tensions between modesty, materialism,
consumerism and financial power.
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Becoming a Competitive
Consumer. The Subjectification
of the Search for a New Home
in the Viennese Private Housing
Sector

Raphaela Kohout, Susanna Azevedo, Georg
Wolfmayr, Ana Rogojanu

University of Vienna, Institute for European Ethnology,
Austria

In relation to other European cities, Vienna has rather
been spared from the housing crisis due to its strong
subsidized housing sector. Nevertheless, a strong trend
towards re-commodification of housing is in progress
(Reinprecht 2017, Kadi 2015). Although the amount of
social and communal housing is still high, the access is
restricted and a growing amount of the Viennese
population (2018: 40 %) is dependent on the private
housing market.

In contrast to the subsidized housing sector, in the private
sector people have to compete with others to get access
to housing. To become a consumer and be included into
the market, not only economic but socio-cultural
resources are relevant since access to housing depends
on the sympathy and preferences of landlords. Against
this backdrop we examine the subjectification of the
search for housing in the private housing sector, ask how
housing seekers become competitive consumers and
how they deal with inclusionary and exclusionary effects
of ongoing structural changes. By accompanying people
in different biographical situations and from different
socio-economic contexts on their search for a new home,
we analyze how they calculate and try to increase their
chances through competitive practices.

This study is linked to the research project SPACE (Spatial
Competition and  Economic  Policies;  spatial-
competition.com), which is dedicated to the search for
housing and the negotiation of living space as a lifeworld
resource and economic commodity and effects of
increasing competitive logic in the field of housing.
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Inequalities in a Consumerist
Society: An Attempt to
Intersect Exclusion from
Consumption Practices and
Negative Emotions

Francoise Bartiaux’?

1Université catholique de Louvain, Belgium; 2Fund for
Scientific Research (FNRS), Belgium

For social practice theories, a shared claim is that
practices are structuring social life. Taking this
affirmation seriously, this contribution aims at studying
how consumption practices that people are excluded
from performing do intersect with negative emotions
(such as depression, anxiety, loneliness, sadness, sense of
emptiness). These practices include buying new clothes,
inviting at home family or friends for a drink, or enjoying
a one-week holiday elsewhere. These analyses contribute
to discuss how social practice theories accommodate
emotions. A further goal of this study is to examine
whether these associations between non-performed
practices and emotions are the same according to the
social class. This analysis is related to a criticism
sometimes made to social practice theories, namely their
difficulty to handle social variations in practices’
performance according to social classes. Results show
indeed that the prevalence of negative emotions
associated to the non-performance of the practices
under study enables to discover that the most valued
practice differs according to the social class. The database
used (N=6990) is drawn from the quantitative survey that
was realised in Belgium around the year 2009 under the
Generation and Gender Programme, an international
survey realised in many developed countries. The
statistical methods used in this research mainly include
variance analyses with pairwise comparisons with
Bonferroni tests, both for defining social classes, and for
examining which negative emotions significantly differ
between practitioners and non-practitioners of a given
consumption practice.

233



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

‘Fashion Embodies Everything
That’s Wrong With Capitalism’:
Ideologizing Fashion In A
Transnational Perspective

Luuc Brans
Catholic University of Leuven (KU Leuven), Belgium

As political activists replace fashion models in Vogue
magazine, this paper explores how professionals in the
European fashion industry experience and shape the
ideologization of the transnational cultural field of
fashion. Increasingly, cultural producers and consumers
frame their tastes in ideological rather than aesthetic
terms, and fashion is no exception. The transnational
field of fashion has become an arena for ethical and
political debates ranging from institutional racism to the
industry’s detrimental environmental impact. This paper
looks at this ideologization through the eyes of
transnational cultural intermediaries, in this case
professionals at fashion magazines and labels.

Cultural intermediaries fulfill an important role in
transnational cultural diffusion. By legitimizing some
forms of culture over others, they shape tastes and the
spread of cultural products. Prior research has evidenced
how they reconcile logics of the cultural and the
economical (Smith Maguire & Matthews 2012), the
national and the transnational (Kuipers 2012) and
production and consumption in cultural fields (Janssen &
Verboord 2015). Ethical consumption literature has
demonstrated how a political ideological logic is
pervading (cultural) consumption (Barnett et al. 2017).
Yet we lack proper insight into the ways cultural
intermediaries navigate this new logic.

This insight is provided by my interviews with
professionals at fashion magazines and labels at various
positions along the transnational cultural chain.
Presenting first results, | demonstrate how cultural
intermediaries’ experience of ideologization is shaped by
their direct context and transnational positions.
Ultimately, this explains why and how some ideological
issues pervade cultural fields while others do not.
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RNO5 T10 01 | Cultural
Stratification in National
Contexts

Social Mobility And Cultural
Stratification In Contemporary
Finland

Jarmo Kallunki
Tampere University, Finland

The question of whether an individual’s social origin or
destination is more important for their cultural practices
has been under debate for a while in cultural sociology.
Researchers focusing on early socialisation emphasise
that cultural dispositions acquired during childhood and
youth carry on long into adulthood, amounting to
relatively robust cultural reproduction. On the other
hand, researchers studying socially mobile individuals
have shown that mobile people exhibit more dissonant
sets of cultural dispositions, combining practices from
both early (primary) and subsequent (secondary)
socialisation, thus suggesting that social mobility involves
also cultural mobility.

We address this theme wusing two nationally
representative cross-sectional survey data from Finland,
collected in 2007 (N=1388) and in 2018 (N=1425). Finland
offers an intriguing context for this analysis: the country
has had high rates of social mobility both historically and
compared to most other countries, but the cultural
stratification seems to have remained surprisingly stable
over the latter half of the 20th century despite the
country’s major social and economic changes during the
period. We focus on middle-class Finns and define social
mobility in terms of both level of education and
occupational position. Our research question is whether
and how the patterns of cultural practices differ between
socially mobile and socially immobile middle-class
individuals in contemporary Finland.
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Elias, Dougals, and Bourdieu
Visit Russia: Testing the Major
Theories of Taste in a Post-

Socialist Country
Mikhail Sokolov

European university at Saint Petersburg, Russian
Federation

What is the formula of “good” taste, used in modern
societies by privileged groups to exclude the less
privileged ones? According to Elias, good taste is an
expression of affect modeling, the ability to suppress
spontaneous urges. According to Douglas, the good taste
of contemporary societies is low-grid, celebrating
transgressions of all sorts of symbolic boundaries.
Bourdieu's theory is more complex and suggests that
good taste corresponds to, first, refinement of codes one
uses for deciphering cultural texts and, second, general
preference towards distinctive, authentic, and, at the
same time, disguising the signaling intentions. | attempt
to test the three major competing theories directly by
asking a representative sample of inhabitants of
St.Petersburg, Russia (N=3200) a variety of questions
including those on (1) their artistic preferences and
rigidity of cultural boundaries (attitude towards
controversial art); (2) preference for more or less refined
food; (3) usage of cutlery; (4) classification of wine and
beer; (5) which country would they choose for spending
vacations; (6) adherence to the traditional gender roles;
(7-9) vignettes inquiring if they would prefer objects with
visible brand names, buy counterfeit goods, or refuse to
buy a coat if others wear identical ones. The results are
ambiguous: it seems that in urban Russia the boundary
between low-and high grid corresponds to generational
divides; preference for distinctive and authentic has a
strong gender component; attitudes towards high culture
and manners correlate with education, and none
correlates with wealth. Important differences exist
between taste domains — arts, food, dress, etc.

RNO5 | Sociology of Consumption

'You Will Get More from
Tolstoy Than from Game of
Thrones': Emerging Cultural
Capital, Highbrow Culture and
Cultural Hierarchy in Non-core

Country
Ondrej Spacek

Charles University, Faculty of Humanities, Czech Republic

There is a broad consensus that cultural hierarchies are
undergoing a significant transformation, particularly shift
from consecration of traditional highbrow forms to new
‘emerging’ and ‘cosmopolitan’ forms (Prieur&Savage
2013). This new mode of distinction crosses cultural
genres, uses repertoires of authenticity and irony (Peters
et al. 2018, Pedersen et al. 2018). The cosmopolitan
nature of emerging cultural capital also opens the under-
researched issue of the relationship between countries'
cultural fields. The global spread of popular and critically
acclaimed cultural goods like Netflix and HBO series
partially conceals differences among countries in their
cultural  hierarchies and dominant modes of
consumption. It seems plausible to understand cultural
space of countries outside the cultural core as driven by
the latent struggle between traditional local-focus
national principles and cosmopolitan global orientation.
Question is how are particular cultural hierarchies shaped
by both global and national cultural field.

This topic will be explored thru study of cultural
hierarchies of Czech university students. The research
combines survey data and semi-structured interviews to
explore hierarchies of cultural taste and modes of
appreciation. It will focus on the relationship between
traditional established culture and emerging cultural
hierarchies, with attention paid to institutionalized
national culture. Preliminary analysis shows continuing
deference to traditional highbrow culture (in line with
Bourdieu’s (1984) cultural goodwill) fused with mostly
unquestioned consumption of mainstream popular
culture with no sign of ironic, knowledgeable or savvy
modes of consumption. It opens the question of uneven
travel of cultural goods and modes of appropriation
across varied national contexts, and the importance of
hierarchical understanding of cross-national cultural
flows.
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Symbolic Space and Symbolic

Violence in Three Nations
Will Atkinson

University of Bristol, United Kingdom

This paper reports on a comparative analysis of class,
consumption and symbolic domination in three nations:
Sweden, Germany and the US. Drawing on data from a
specially commissioned survey and inspired by Pierre
Bourdieu’s analysis of 1970s France, it presents a model
of the ‘space of lifestyles’ for each country and its
homologies with indicators of social position. Mapped
using multiple correspondence analysis and based on
comparable indicators, the core conclusion is that, while
there are some differences in substance, the
fundamental structures of the three spaces and their
relationships to class are the same — and, what is more,
similar to those discovered by Bourdieu — and thus
indicative of general features of Western capitalist
societies. We are able, moreover, to document the
prevalence and correspondence of symbolic domination
in the spaces, finding that it is typically those with least
cultural capital who tend to feel looked down upon by
others.
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RNO5 _T10 02 | Finance,
Economics and
Consumption Futures

The Sociology of Financial
Consumption: Recent Trends
and Future Avenues

Léna Pellandini-Simanyi
Universita della Svizzera italiana, Switzerland

While the consumption of financial products has been
rising steadily in recent years, financial consumption has
received little attention in the sociology of consumption
literature. This paper’s programmatic aim is to outline
avenues for the study of financial consumption practices
from a sociology of consumption angle. To do that, it first
reviews the four main strands of the sociological
literature that addressed financial consumption in the
past decade: the Foucauldian study on the
financialization everyday life; Zelizerian economic
sociology; the marketization research program involving
Callonian, STS-inspired and performativity studies; and
more traditional sociological approaches of inequality. It
then situates these approaches in relation to recent
sociology of consumption traditions and debates,
showing how their theoretical questions, tools and
methodologies diverge and converge. It argues that
extending the sociology of consumption focus to financial
practices does not only allow for ‘claiming’ a further area
of research. Rather, due to the particular nature of
finance vis-a-vis other goods and services studied
currently, it offers novel avenues for theorizing
consumption and its social consequences.
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Where Does the Gambling
Consumption Come From?
A Theory of an
Asymmetric Market

Pekka Sulkunen
University of Helsinki, Finland

Gambling generates a substantial amount of money to
support governments’ budgets and the third sector. Our
study of 30 European gambling companies shows that
most of them deliver a surplus to be used for “good
cuses” that is more than fifty percent of their revenues
remaining from wagers after winnings are paid out to
gamblers. Gambling is a highly regulated business
everywhere but out study shows that only a small part of
the surplus is due to limited access that creates a
monopoly rent. Other causes suggested by earlier
research include marketing, addiction, losses disguised as
wins and other misleading game characteristics. This
paper analyses the source of the surplus from the
perspective of Marxian labour theory of value and from
the orthodox economic science based on marginal utility,
and suggests that it sits in the use values of gambling as a
commodity. Commercial gambling is an asymmetric
market with three elements: asymmetries of
information, of transaction, and of the relative positions
of gambling providers and consumers. These
asymmetries can be either eliminated or commodified as
a cost to be distributed among the participants, as in
other asymmetric markets, but this would most likely
destroy the business.
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Governmentality/ies And
Consumer Protection Regime(s)
Under Economic Crisis: Greek
Political Parties’ Discourse
(2010-2017) On “Affected
Consumer”

Dimitris Lallas, Maria {Mania} Sotiropoulou,
lasonas Zarikos

National Centre for Social (EKKE), Greece

As a dimension of politics of consumption, consumer
regimes record government/state arrangements of
standards, conditions, modes and means of
consumption. Government/state interventions aspiring
to establish specific consumer regimes take place in the
name of consumer protection. Various versions of these
regulative interventions draw on specific
governmentalities, namely different assumptions about
the (intervening) role of the state, the kinds of
governance, the relationship among state, market and
citizens-consumers, the civil society, and finally about the
role, rights and agency of consumers.

In this announcement, we will present Greek political
parties’ parliamentary discourses and their subsequent
governmentalities regarding two clusters of issues —one
referring to the market and the other to the state—, that
are up for discussion as “threatening” for the consumers
under crisis condition. The representation of the
consumer as “affected” seems to be a part of politics of
the consumer’s representation from an aspect of political
system in the prospect of the establishment of the
“appropriate” consumer protection regime. We focus on
the analysis of political parties’ discourse during the
period 2010-2017 on the issues of consumption and
economic crisis. The indexing of 244 parliamentary
debates —relative with these issues— formed the sampling
frame. Following the Grounded Theory methodology,
and working on Nvivo 12, we concluded to a
mental/thematic map that depicts general thematic
categories and their interrelations.
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RNO6 | Critical Political
Economy

RNO6_TO1 01 | Covid
Capitalism: advancing
critical political economy,
accelerating progressive
alternatives4

Neoliberal De-development,
COVID-19 and Social
Reproduction in the Post-Soviet
Space: the State, the Woman
Question, and Ukraine

Yuliya Yurchenko
University of Greenwich, United Kingdom

COVID-19 pandemic suppression (mis)management
exacerbated and exposed the worst of the 30 year-long
market-orientated neoliberal reforms effects in the post-
Soviet space. Since 1991 the region experienced
institutional transformation, including redefinition of the
role of the state in the economy, economic de-
development, socio-economic degeneration and
economically driven migration, often of overqualified
persons for low-skilled, care and sex work. Women carry
the weight of “transition to the market” in and on their
bodies and experiences the most - transition scars are
deeply sexed and gendered. Far from empowering or
emancipating women, capitalist marketisation instead
has eroded the social structural/institutional scaffolding
that propped up production and social reproduction in
the Soviet republics, presently shifting the weight of the
latter from the previously socialized services back into
the households, back onto the shoulders of women. How
did the countries where sexed/gendered inequalities
were deemed largely eradicated (with noteworthy
regional variegation) get to lose those achievements?
This paper discusses the condition of the post-Soviet
women via a case study of Ukraine. It defines the social
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and economic guarantees women enjoyed as a class in
the USSR as a result of the “woman question” orientated
structural reforms following by the exposition of
trajectories of their deterioration since 1991 that exerted
multilevel pressure on women exposed most vividly
during the COVID-19 pandemic (mis)management. |
conclude with a theorization of the anti-feminist nature
of the state in marketized economies and alternatives to
it building on the unique historical experience of the post-
Soviet women in the context of de-development by
marketisation.

Post-Corona Capitalism:
Implications for the Global
Political Economy

Arie Krampf?, Andreas Nolke?

1Academic College of Tel Aviv Yaffo, Israel; 2Goethe-
Universitat Frankfurt am Main, Germany

The corona virus has initially triggered a health crisis, but
it will be remembered in the history of the global
economy primarily through the worst recession since
World War Il. From a critical political economy
perspective, this leads to the issue of the structural
changes that it will trigger in the longer term. In the past,
severe economic crises were typically catalysts of far-
reaching structural reforms. The Great Depression of the
late 1920s led to the New Deal, but also to the rise of
Fascism. The oil crises of the 1970s, and the subsequent
period of stagflation, contributed to the rise of
neoliberalism in the 1980s. It is therefore likely that the
great recession that follows the original health crisis will
also lead to fundamental changes in global capitalism. In
our presentation, we discuss three possible and probable
implications of the corona crisis on the global political
economy: the impact on the structure of global value
chains, the impact of the structure of foreign direct
investment, and the impact of international hierarchies
of power.
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Precarious Life. Everyday
Struggles and Protests in
Refugee Camps During the

Covid-19 Pandemic
Nikolai Huke

Christian-Albrechts-Universitat zu Kiel, Germany

Refugees who must live in large refugee accommodations
are particularly at risk of contracting COVID-19. The lack
of private rooms and shared sanitary facilities make it
impossible to protect oneself from infection through
social distancing. If infections occur in the
accommodation, chain quarantines lasting several weeks
are sometimes the consequence: Refugees are not
allowed to leave the accommodation for another 14 days
with each new infection. Isolation and health threats in
the camps cause severe distress for the residents, further
deteriorating a situation already characterised by
extreme stress before the pandemic (e.g. due to
precarious residence permit status and fear of
deportations). In many places in Germany - for example
in Bremen's LindenstraBe or in Frankfurt's refugee shelter
in Bonames - residents protested against the conditions
that endangered their health. Drawing on qualitative
empirical research, the contribution traces refugees'
everyday struggles in German camps. It situates the
struggles theoretically in debates on an imperial mode of
living, globalised exploitation and resistance under Covid
capitalism.

Neoliberal Politics for Tackling
the Pandemic and Forms of
Resistance: The Case of Greece

Maria Bakola
European University of Cyprus, Greece

The neoliberal discourse on the importance of free
market and austerity, articulated in Greece after the
Financial Crisis, appears to be suspended. In spite of the
Greek government’s attempt to save both the economy
and its citizens from the consequences of the Covid-19
pandemic the right-wing government of New Democracy
continues the implementation of a series of neoliberal
policies, imposing at the same time a total lockdown and
a strict stay at home curfew while cultivating emotions of
anxiety and fear. These disciplinary measures are
accompanied by a discourse that articulates the need for
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safeguarding human life, drawing from the expert
knowledge of epidemiologists. In spite of the curtailment
of the rights to assemble and protest, Greece has
witnessed a number of collective forms of resistance and
a flaring up of community organizing. In this paper |
investigate concomitant forms of resistance to an
authoritarian neoliberalism that is supported by an
imperative for protecting life. | explore this by analyzing
the attempt of grassroots organizing and other collective
forms of organization to overturn this sense of fear and
anxiety and build a counter-hegemonic discourse. My
examination demonstrates a tension between the ability
to challenge neoliberal policies and the reality of the
pandemic. | focus upon this tension and critically reflect
upon the emerging academic debate on understanding
the politics of the pandemic within a Foucauldian
framework of analysis.

RNO6_T02 01 | Feminist
political economy, social
reproduction, and Covid
capitalism

Feminist Political Economy
Beyond Productivism

Emma Dowling
University of Vienna, Austria

Productivism refers to the subordination of all aspects of
social and economic life under a logic that is orientated
towards productivity gains and economic growth. It is a
logic that is paramount in contemporary capitalism. At
the same time, low productivity and slow economic
growth have become a sustained feature of advanced
capitalist societies post-2008. Arguably, accumulation by
dispossession is not only a prominent feature of
contemporary capitalism, but is also a result of efforts to
realise gains under post-growth conditions. Such efforts
affect the care economy in particular, where the objects
of dispossession are often public welfare funds,
un(der)paid activities of care workers and the wellbeing
of those cared for. Nonetheless, the quest for
productivity and growth is still the hegemonic paradigm.
Indeed, what we might call unbounded productivism is
partly the cause of the multifaceted crisis we currently
face globally and into which the coronavirus crisis
inserted itself. While increasing productivity can make
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sense in some parts of the economy, it is not a panacea.
Consequently, this paper brings feminist political
economy's concerns with gender justice and the better
recognition of care work and unpaid reproductive labour
together with critical political economy debates over
destructive forms of productivism geared towards
profitability and the accumulation of capital. The paper
probes anti-productivist stances and progressive
conceptions of productivity and assesses explicit as well
as the latent forms of productivism that inform current
proposals for post-covid recovery (including some
feminist ones). The aim is to contribute to exploring the
potentials of alternative political economies for
transforming production, reproduction and globalised
exploitation.

"A Room of One's Own":
Remote Learning among
Palestinian Female Students in
the Israeli Periphery Following

the COVID-19 Crisis
Tal Meler

Zefat Academic College, Israel

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on
the health, wellbeing, learning, living-arrangements,
work and family life of students worldwide. This study
analyzed the effect of the implementation of remote
learning on Palestinian-Arab female students from a
college in Israeli periphery. This paper aims to address the
perpetuation of inequalities while applying feminist
theory to examine the intersection of remote learning
with gender and family relations in populations of
disadvantaged social position as an ethno-national
minority. My qualitative study of Palestinian-Arab female
undergraduates during the crisis shows that students
were forced to study in a shared family space because
they did not have their own room and sometimes shared
equipment. Furthermore, they were drawn into family
obligations, which reinforced their traditional gender
role. The data indicate that these circumstances impair
their ability to study. The study sheds light on the role of
gender and family relations in barriers to persistent
devotion to higher education and success in attaining an
undergraduate degree.

The insights gained from the study will provide necessary
and much needed strategies and frameworks to ensure
that policies and practices take into consideration the
special needs of women across vast ethnic-cultural-class
and educational backgrounds. Based on my analysis,
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observed on local levels, | conclude that gender
inequality in higher education as manifested in remote
learning is not specific to the Israeli institution or for the
individuals in it: it is structural and demonstrates how
emergency time solutions combined with a social gender
regime become an inequality mechanism.

Embodying Social
Contradictions and the Care
Form of Value?

Sourayan Mookerjea
University of Alberta, Canada

This paper draws upon my ongoing research on the
intermediations of class and cultural politics on the
bitumen commodity frontier in the Athabasca tar sands
in Alberta, Canada and reconsiders our understanding of
social contradictions through an interrogation of the
deepening of socio-ecological crises of a resource cursed
petro-state by pandemic, oil price collapse, austerity,
green passive revolution and fascism redux.

Bringing together Cedric Robinson’s pathbreaking
account of racial capitalism (1983 [2000]) and its
contemporary elaborations by David Pellow (2016), Laura
Pulido (2015), Pulido and De Lara (2018), and Francoise
Verges (2017) into critical conversation with subsistence
perspective, social reproduction and decolonial feminism
(Federici 2004, Mies and Bennholdt-Thomsen 1999, Mies
and Shiva 1993, Salleh 2017, Lugones 2010), and with
world-ecology (Moore 2015), intermedia theory’s
multiple colonialisms framework (Mookerjea 2018, 2019)
this paper constructs a critical perspective on green
growth and green new deal ideologies which foregrounds
the patriarchal colonialist intermedia matrix of capitalist
accumulation strategies and the centrality of racist-sexist
systemic violence and interlocking oppression to state
responses to crisis in order to reconstruct a critical
political economy able to attend to the significance of the
cultural-political mobilization on the Right in a
conjuncture of state capitalist passive revolution, climate
crisis and runaway social inequality.

In this situation, does Indigenous sovereignty based
climate justice activism defending and regenerating
Indigenous commons lead us to discern the emergence
of a problematic of a care form of value in contradiction
with the colonial law of the commodity form of value?
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Beyond The Triple Crisis: Contra
Housewifisation In The Wake

Of COVID-19
Aino Ursula Maki

University of Manchester, United Kingdom

The catastrophical consequences of the ongoing
pandemic only represent the crystallisation of pre-
existing racialised and gendered crisis-tendencies of
present neoliberal phase of global capitalism. A bona fide
crisis of human and non-human 'reproductivity', the
impacts of and responses to COVID-19 have reiterated
what feminist economists and political ecologists have
argued for years: that reliance on a patriarchal gender
order and both epistemological and ontological sexual
division of labour which assigns responsibility for social
and ecological reproduction to women and feminises any
actors assigned to this private sphere of necessity is
fundamentally unsustainable, representing both a
biopolitical contradiction and a short-sighted strategy of
ongoing primitive accumulation. In this paper, | argue
that a rejuvenated theory of 'housewifisation' drawing
from the Bielefeld School of ecofeminism is sublimely
equipped to provide alternative pathways for an
improved theory of critical political economy and radical
solutions for struggle and praxis, towards a holistic view
of capitalism in terms of a unified process of social and
ecological re/production embedded in society-nature
relations beyond monetary exchange and valuation
biases of masculinism of both critical and orthodox
politico-economic analysis, a view ever-more important
as the pandemic acts as a multiplier of the pre-existing
triple-crisis of climate, care and finance.
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New Precarities, New
Resistances: Visibilising
Protagonists of the Global
#FeministStrike

Annette Veronica Maguire
University of Newcastle, Australia

The salience of the concept of precarity (Standing, 2015)
has grown exponentially in the wake of the global
pandemic, preceded as it was by the long recession that
followed the GFC in 2007. Theorists such as Silvia Federici
(2018) and Isabell Lorey (2015) offer an incisive analysis
that reads precarity through a gendered lens, illuminating
how the burden of reproductive labour, which continues
to fall on the shoulders of women, crucially affects their
overall position in the labour market. Indeed, neoliberal
austerity intensifies this ‘shadow work,” as governments
and employers off-load their responsibilities for the
health and welfare of the workforce (Harcourt, 2009). In
the ongoing fallout of the global pandemic, this is clearer
than ever.

In this context, the collusion of corporate feminism with
neoliberalism is particularly egregious, of which Nancy
Fraser (2019) is among the most trenchant critic. Her
most recent book, with Tithi Bhattacharya and Cinzia
Arruzza (2019), is a timely critique of neoliberal feminism
from a critical political economy perspective, and a
clarion call for an intersectional, anti-capitalist
alternative. However, what their manifesto overlooks is
the success with which social movements are
constructing this alternative in the here and now, in the
form of the international #FeministStrike. This paper
hopes to spotlight the political subjects who are
animating the Strike - feminists of the global South - from
its birthplace in Argentina to the world. Through
movement practices that politicise and collectivise the
work of reproduction, these protagonists resignify
concepts of work, class, and solidarity from a feminist
standpoint. In so doing, they may be inventing the most
effective challenge yet to the global malaise of precarity
and it’s proto-fascist political consequences.
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RNO6_T02 02 | Methods
of resistance: forms of
disobedience and
struggle

The Prefigurative Legitimacy of
Civil Disobedience

Oscar Berglund
University of Bristol, United Kingdom

This paper asks why social movements choose to practice
civil disobedience out of a broader repertoire of
contention. It is based on two case studies, the Spanish
housing movement Plataforma de Afectados por la
Hipoteca (PAH) and the British climate movement
Extinction Rebellion (XR). The movements draw
inspiration in different ways both from a legitimacy-
focused liberal tradition of civil disobedience and from an
anarchist tradition of prefigurative direct action. The
paper argues that civil disobedience offers social
movements a  highly visible outward-looking
prefigurative legitimacy that can prefigure a new world
whilst directly challenging the old. Civil disobedience can
thus both have more revolutionary potential than the
liberal tradition allows for and be less insular and more
outward-looking than the anarchist tradition tends to be.
The paper further claims that the crisis of legitimacy in
contemporary capitalist liberal democracies has ushered
in an age of disobedience.
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A Comparative Study Of Social
And Labour Movements
Responses To Covid-19.

Orestis Papadopoulos!, Panos Retzelas?,
Dimitris Koilakos?, Dimitris Kivotidis*

IManchester Metropolitan University, United Kingdom;
2Birmingham City University, United Kingdom;
3University of West of Athens, Greece; *University of
East London. United Kingdom

This paper aims to contribute a critical political economy
perspective by exploring dissent and resistance under
Capitalism in the context of the current pandemic. We
examine the extent to which movements can sustain
conflictual forms of resistance that maintain the prospect
for a different socialist and sustainable world. Our central
question is if social and labour movements can
reconfigure their repertories of contention and framing
in order to accelerate the potential for progressive
change in the current crisis and pandemic context.

To address this question, we examine the forms of
resistance and framing of issues that have been adopted
by different social and labour movements during the
pandemic. The focus is to compare two different
movements and examine how they have responded to
the current social, economic, health and racial problems.
In particular, we will compare and contrast the Black Lives
Matter Movement (UK and USA cases) and the Greek
class-oriented Labour Movement organised actions and
demonstrations when social distancing restrictions were
imposed because of the pandemic. The rationale of this
comparison is to examine what organizational-
ideological-political resources these two movements
used and whether the mobilizing of those resources
managed to sustain support towards the goals of the
movements.

We argue that there is a scope for enriching critical
political economy research through learning transfer as
often social movements and labour movements research
are not in direct communication, missing some important
lessons that each movement has to offer. By elaborating
on the forms of resistance that different movements
have adopted to respond to the pandemic we explore
what elements are more effective in each case and how
these can be utilized by other movements.
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Resistance in Covid Capitalism:
change, accumulation,

contestation
David J. Bailey

University of Birmingham, United Kingdom

This paper attempts to set out some of the main forms of
resistance  existent within contemporary covid
capitalism. It adopts, and develops, a perspective in
critical political economy in which resistance is
conceptualised as essential to capitalist accumulation.
Having done so, it seeks to set out the main forms of
resistance that contemporary patterns of accumulation
are experiencing in the current period of covid capitalism.
Four key pressures for accumulation are identified: the
ongoing shift in global production; the further rise of
finance and fictitious capital; the increasingly disciplinary
role of the state; and the production of political debates
that seek to render popular dissent as manageable. In
each case, the paper notes the forms of resistance that
have occurred, and with what effect, highlighting the
destabilisation, and therefore opportunities for more
emancipatory movements to emerge, that these have
generated.
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Flexing the Eco-Leninist
Perspective with 'Just
Transition' seen as
Revolutionary Struggle

Damian Gerald Mcllroy
Queen's University Belfast, United Kingdom

In the Anthropocene humanity faces a binary of possible
futures: (1) The Dystopian: Just Attrition, a barbaric
future, increasingly defined by continued
commodification within the eco-modernist myth and
governed by the politics of illusion/Capitalism (2) The
Utopian: Just Transition, an eco-social future, necessarily
defined by the pursuit of functional abundance within
ecological limits and administered through variations of
democratic socialism. This is an antagonistic position, one
of an ultimate class struggle and the boundaries must be
uncompromisingly pushed in one direction, leftward.
However, as a result of historical conditioning over the
last three decades the theorists of ecosocialism have
failed to consider the concrete conditions for the
actuality of proletarian revolution in the Anthropocene
and to utilise ‘Just Transition’ as its context, this must
change. Just transition is a critical proposition that will
define the future of humanity one way or the other. Just
transition is both an historical opportunity and a lens
through which the totality of capitalisms social and
ecological inequities can be revealed, analysed,
connected and opposed. This paper will argue that the
opportunity for a just transition offers an overarching
foundation for comradeship and anti-capitalist activism
to move beyond ad hoc unity, to create a permanent
opposition in revolutionary mode. An antagonistic
opposition as a dynamic network of intersecting
vanguards that recognise their coalitional diversity but
are united in their universal understanding of just
transition as an overarching revolutionary proposition.
To do this we must put Lenin (and others) back into the
frame. But we do not need a "Revolutionary Party" only
a generally accepted "Revolutionary Party line" and to
identify who 'we' are.
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RNO6_T0O3 01 | How far
right? Authoritarian
tendencies in
contemporary European
capitalism

The Spatially Mediated
Legitimation Crisis of the
Finance-Dominated
Accumulation regime in
Sweden: The Rise and
Accommodation of the Sweden

Democrats
Claes Belfrage?, Markus Kallifatides?

1University of Liverpool; 2Stockholm School of Economics

Exploring the spatial dimension of the unfolding
structural crisis in the arguably most successful of the
variations of the financialized accumulation regime,
Sweden, this paper employs Regulation Theory and
Critical Theory to make sense of the complex composition
of the spatially mediated social forces sustaining it. We
employ Regulation Theory to conceptualise the political
economy of this accumulation regime, not least its
redistributive consequences. Compared with its more
famous predecessor, the new Swedish model revolves
decreasingly around the export sector and increasingly
around property investment and debt-led consumption.
Ever-increasing levels of private sector, especially
household, debt, a major driver of highly leveraged
banking revenue, is at the core of this regime, as is rapidly
rising real income and wealth inequality.

With the social costs and benefits of this regime
distributed unequally, “populist” politics, especially on
the right, have been articulated by social forces desiring
to mobilise the constituencies disadvantaged by this
accumulation regime. Drawing on Critical Theory, this
paper conceptualises the spatial mediation of the
structural crisis of the new Swedish model as a
legitimation crisis taking the form of the rise of
Sverigedemokraterna, but also their accommodation in
the party political system. The political struggle is focused
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on the recruitment of two social groups: the self-
understanding cosmopolitan home-owning urban and
suburban middle classes and those disadvantaged by
neoliberal globalisation and financialisation in the
hinterland. Paradoxically, an ethnonationalist nostalgia
for the “safety” of the nation-state, for many amplified by
the fear of Covid-19, and the disarticulated Fordism of
embedded liberalism of the post-WWII period is
increasingly the sentiment shared by these two groups.

The national-populist
hybridization of neoliberalism:

State capitalism in Hungary
Gabor Scheiring

Bocconi University, Italy

New hybrid variants of capitalism are emerging around
the globe, representing variegated, sometimes seemingly
contradictory combinations of statism, nationalism, and
the promotion of capital accumulation. Some see this
new conjuncture as the demise of neoliberalism and the
dawn of a new nationalist developmental state era.
Hungary has often been represented as a paradigmatic
case of this new national capitalist ascendancy. This
article argues that instead of signaling the end of
economic

neoliberalism, Hungary's recent

transformation represents a national-populist
hybridization of neoliberalism. Using novel empirical
material, the paper shows how the internal tensions of
embedded cosmopolitan neoliberalism facilitated the
rise of nationalism among domestic business elites and a
group of nationalist technocrats. This endemic
nationalism of the elites represented a structural
opportunity for an economic-nationalist turn within the
power bloc. Viktor Orban’s Fidesz used these dynamics to
broker a new power coalition, and institutionalized a set
of new policies to facilitate capital accumulation. This
regime reinforces the fundamental tenets of
neoliberalism in terms of prioritizing external
competitiveness through austerity and wage restraint,
maintaining policy credibility with finance to ensure the
central role of global capital as a source of finance, and
maintaining trade and financial openness. The new
national-populist embedding of neoliberalism has
replaced the redistributionist embedding of
cosmopolitan neoliberalism prevailing before 2010. This
national-populist hybridization of neoliberalism functions
as the software of authoritarian state capitalism in
Hungary but falls short of a new developmental state. By
strengthening the ties between the state and capital, it
eroded the autonomous bureaucratic capacities.
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Project Of Destruction — The
Far-Right, Covid-19 And The
Destabilization Of The
European Union

Daniel Keil
University of Cologne, Germany

The last decade of the European Union was characterized
by the converge of multiple crises and authoritarian
developments. Thus, a political crisis emerged out of the
Euro crisis, which was accompanied by a deep reaching
ideological crisis of legitimacy. After these developments
the unstable balance of compromises between ruling and
subaltern class-fractions was disrupted. Thus, former
compromises and alliances in the power bloc had been
disengaged and new social alliances are now forming. The
far-right project is a new alliance, coming out of those
struggles and processes. Usually, such projects can be
identified as hegemony projects, which are characterized
by a shared rationality and at least a common future
vision of how society should be shaped. After all, the
European far-right project must be conceptualized in
contrast as a project seeking to destabilize hegemony by
means of attacking institutions and apparatuses of the
integral state. It targets social compromise and societal
mediation in general to establish forms of permanent
mobilization and opportunities of immediate violence.
The presentation will first theorize the development of
the far-right project as part of the multiple crises, then
show how it adapted to the Covid-19-Pandemic and how
its strategies are fueled by it, especially those aiming to
destroy the (epistemic) foundations of society on order
to foster short-term-interests of capital in general. Third,
I will conceptualize the far-right as project of destruction,
its means and strategies, and its importance in the
development of the pandemic crisis capitalism to deepen
theoretical insights of these converging crises.

RNO6 | Critical Political Economy

Far Right and the European
Disintegration Crisis: from
Passive Revolution to Caesarist
Rule in Slovenia

Ana Podvrsic
Graz University, Austria

Rarely givenany space in international media, Slovenia
filled the (web)pages of newspapers like Le Monde, the
Guardian, etc. during 2020. Left-liberal media were
sending warnings about the attacks on the rule of law and
anti-European stance of the Slovenian ruling coalition
under Janez Jansa and his Slovenian Democratic Party
(SDS), known for their ideological, political and financial
links to Hungarian Fidesz. Such developments might
come as a surprise to many who considered this small
country as a neo-corporatist post-socialist exception
whose recent political trajectory was characterized by
the emergence of and entering into the Parliament of
(radical) left-oriented Left Party in 2014. Following neo-
Gramscian regulationist political economy, we argue that
the rise of the far right in Slovenia should be
contextualised within the European disintegration crises.
The establishment of the current ruling coalition under
SDS is only a peak Caesarist-like “moment” in the longer
process of passive revolution that has been taking place
in Slovenia since the outbreak of 2010 Eurozone crisis
after late 2000s. Following the EU “austeritarian drive”,
the then “crisis” governments mainly combined
technocratic rule-based policy-making with economic
piecemeal measures that further reinforced the export
based and low(er) wage character of the Slovenian
economy and its vulnerabilities. However, despite many
similarities between SDS, PiS and Fidezs, SDS does not
challenge the EU core-periphery divides and lacks the
essential tool to do it, namely, monetary sovereignty.
Instead, its state project consists of making a far right-
wing party state well entrenched on the Eurozone
industrialized periphery.
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RNO6_T03 02 |
From critical to post-
foundational political
economy? Doing

and thinking critique
politically

Thinking Politically About Our
Research, and Thinking Publicly
About Political Economy

Alternatives
lan Bruff

University of Manchester, United Kingdom

The geographer Reecia Orzeck (2012: 1464) has argued
that all research ought to be understood as intrinsically
political, on account of how ‘what topics we investigate,
what questions we ask, and what count as valid answers
are all shaped by the concerns and biases of the time and
place in which we work; by the prevailing conditions of
knowledge production in that time and place; by the state
of our disciplines; and by our subject positions.’
Moreover, she has asserted (ibid.: 1465) that the ultimate
goal for critical researchers is to produce knowledge in
the name of transforming ‘the world on everyone’s
behalf: from a place where knowledge is an accumulation
strategy for the few into one where both the means and
fruits of knowledge production are, finally, truly public.’

This presentation builds on Orzeck’s insightful comments
in order to reflect on what the COVID-19 pandemic has
highlighted for critical political economy endeavours. The
pandemic has been widespread, multi-faceted, and fast-
paced, and it has shown us how intertwined all aspects of
life are. Of particular interest to critical political
economists ought to be the enhanced visibility for the
notion of ‘public health’. Arguably, this notion can be
deployed to bolster efforts to imagine alternative ways of
‘knowing’ the world and alternative political economies,
too. On the former, all knowledge-producing practices
are political and with immanent normative orientations;
on the latter, what could a ‘public’ political economy look
like? Overall, the presentation seeks to open up debate
about the political nature of all research that we conduct,
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and about what it means to think publicly about
alternatives.

Sexualities and Critiques of
Capital

Mathias Klitgdrd?, Liu Xin?, Laura Horn?

ICentre for Gender Studies, University of Stavanger;
2Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies, University of
Helsinki; 3Roskilde University

In the face of economic and ecological crisis, intensified
political tensions and exacerbated socio-economic
inequalities that are materialised through deeply
gendered, sexualized, racialised and classed lines, we are
witnessing an increased interest in thinking through
issues pertaining to sexualities, bodies and desires as
central to understanding and critiquing contemporary
capitalism. Such work is often inter-disciplinary, or post-
disciplinary, and brings together critical and creative
insights from scholarly fields such as feminist post-
/socialist theory, decolonial anti-capitalism, eco-socialist
literature, anti-racist theory and queer and trans
Marxisms. Another significant source of inspiration for
this strand of work is the ongoing dialogue and
collaboration with feminist anti-capitalist and anti-racist
grassroots movements and activisms within and beyond
academia.

This paper is the introduction to a special issue in
Women, Gender and Research (2021) that provides a
platform for critical analysis and debates that shed light
on the complex and often contradictory ways through
which sexualities and capital are related to, shaped by,
and constitutive of each other.
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The Caring Classes: Towards
An Alternative Epistemology Of
Political Economic Struggles

Lorenzo Filippo Velotti!, Luca Michele Cigna?

1Scuola Normale Superiore, Italy; 2European University
Institute

An ever-increasing number of interconnected global
crises — pandemic, environmental, climatic, economic,
and of social reproduction —are killing lives on this planet.
We conceptualize the sum of these crises as a planetary
crisis of care. In the context of the latter, we notice the
inability to construct a reacting historical subject — as it
was, for example, the proletariat in the Fordist era, who
was able to coalesce and collectively promote the
establishment of social citizenship rights (Marshall 1963).
Rallying around social movements, unions, and parties,
the old industrial working class strongly contributed to
the configuration of modern welfare states. In the
neoliberal era, we assisted to the disappearance of a
revolutionary subject able to create a shared sense of
reality with a collective emancipatory potential, as old
categories became increasingly inadequate and
ineffective. The present pandemic worked as a
magnifying glass on, as well as an exacerbator of, already-
existing crises and inequalities. This, however, has not yet
produced a collective reaction. Many essential workers,
for example, despite being celebrated as “heroes” during
the first wave of the pandemic, seem to be failing to
leverage this potential toward an emancipatory horizon.
Broadly drawing on feminist literature, we argue that
looking at present crises through the lenses of care allows
to identify in the caring classes (Graeber 2018) the
potential construction of an intersectional collectivity
that, by transforming current economic epistemologies,
would be able to shift the focus from single issues —
workers’ rights, environment, women, racism etc. —to a
common political economic framework of struggle.
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Countering Financial Claims:
The political economy of

definancialisation
Sahil Dutta

Goldsmiths, United Kingdom

Advocates of de-financialization argue that the
productive economy needs to be restored by loosening
the financial sector’s stranglehold over society. This
entails reviving patient investment to governments and
companies by tackling the ‘marketization’ of finance. This
misreads the history and politics of financialization in
three related ways. First, it relies on an excessively stark
historical contrast between the postwar Golden Age of
‘embedded’ finance, and a neoliberal period of
marketized finance. Second, it overlooks how the
institutional  infrastructure that underpins how
financialization was constructed. Rather than amorphous
‘markets’, there are particular actors, institutions and
practices that matter. Third, it depicts the politics of
financialization as a problem of rentiers: focusing on how
the ownership of financial assets allows the market
power creditor classes to extract value from debtors. This
underestimates the agency of those borrower
governments, corporations and financial intermediaries
that use financialization for their own empowerment. To
counter the inequities of financialized capitalism and
pursue an altnerative post-capitalist future, progressive
economic discourse should instead examine how some
actors use excessive leverage and how this capacity can
be democratized.
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RNO6_T04 01 | Assets,
property and law in
contemporary capitalism

Venture Capitalists —
Gatekeepers in the Asset
Economy

Franziska Cooiman?®?

1Roskilde University, Denmark; 2Weizenbaum Institute,
Germany

Venture capital (VC) firms, a subset of the rising class of
asset managers, are situated at the intersection of
finance and the economy. | argue that venture capitalists
function as gatekeepers to the asset economy, channel
capital and expertise into startups, and transform them
into financial assets with prospects of a lucrative exit to
public or private markets. The gate they are keeping
guards two inroads: on the one hand, institutional
investors access to this lucrative asset class; on the other
hand, the access of startups to the massive amounts of
capital they structurally depend on. Consequentially,
venture capitalists impact upon questions of wealth
distribution and innovation / the shape of the economy.
Interviews at European venture capital firms and digital
ethnographies of specialist meet-ups, conferences, and
talks form my argument’s empirical foundation.
Theoretically, | draw from IPE and STS perspectives on the
asset economy and assetization (Adkins et al., 2020; Birch
& Muniesa, 2020; Braun, 2020; Langley, 2020).
Accordingly, the paper begins by situating venture capital
in the asset economy, connecting the rise of venture
capital with broader transformations in the European
political economy.

Methodologically, mirroring the dual theoretical
perspective, | ‘follow the money’ in the classic IPE fashion
and follow the investors. That is, first, | analyze the
investment chain surrounding VC firms, identifying the
economic logic governing the interactions between the
different nods. Second, | zoom into the fund level
studying the social and material practices of fund
managers.
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The Democratic Constitution of
Property Rights in
Contemporary Capitalism. Is
There Still Room for a Social

Function of Property?
Jordi Mundé

University of Barcelona, Spain

I) From the 18th century onwards there has been a
growing predominance of an absolutist conception of
property in economic and legal discourse, which
Blackstone (1765) summed up so well by stating that
“[t]here is nothing which so generally strikes the
imagination, and engages the affections of mankind, as
the right of property; or that sole and despotic dominion
which one man exercises over the external things of the
world, in total exclusion of any other individual in the
universe”, and the French Civil Code of 1804 defined as
“the right to use and dispose of things in the most
absolute manner”. Il) From this assumption, we will
reflect on the fact that, although in the 20th century
some political, economic and legal theories that
advocated an absolutist conception of property rights
were consolidated, we can find a wide variety of historical
legal and social practices that were based on a non-
absolutist conception of property (private, public or
common). lll) On these bases, we will develop a double
reflection: (a) To what extent the Post War Social
Contract and social democratic policies led the property
issue to irrelevance in public debate? And (b), if we
accept the thesis that this Contract resulted in a less than
expected redistribution of resources and power, to what
extent contemporary proposals such as predistribution,
Basic Income or Sovereign Wealth Funds could be
conceived as a revival of the social function of property?
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Digital Platforms, Private Power
and Law: Making Sense Of

Legal Forms With Pashukanis
Mislav Zitko?, Toni Prug?, Pasko Bili¢?

1University of Zagreb, Department of Philosophy;
2Independent researcher, Croatia; 3Institute for
Development and International Relations, Croatia

In light of the recent regulatory attempts in the United
States and Europe driven by the need to address the
concentration of power of the leading corporate
platforms (GAFAM), we revisit the analysis of legal forms
initially formulated by Evgeny Pashukanis. The rapid
emergence of platform capitalism has compelled
economists and legal scholar to question the prevailing
doctrine concerning the meaning of monopoly and the
effectiveness of anti-trust regulation and, thus, to bring
forward a more structural understanding of the legal logic
surrounding digital platforms in sharp contrast to the
doctrine set by Robert Bork and the Chicago School.
These are important developments which touch upon
only one segment of the relationship between law and
political economy within platform capitalism. A number
of social policies and regulations — from legal grounds for
ownership and monetization of knowledge and user data
to taxes in line with the business objectives of digital
platforms — have to be putin place in order to sustain the
current trend of platform capitalism. Through the focus
on legal forms as an element of social and economic
determination of forms we show that law has always
been the necessary ingredient of capital formation and
platform capitalism is no exception. Moreover, the paper
aims to identify and analyze the key aspects of the new
forms of private power born out of the interplay of legal
forms and technology extending thereby the standard
Marxian concern with value-form present in Pashukanis’
work.
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RNO6_T04 02 |
Contemporary Capitalism
and Its Others: Rent,
Finance, Platforms and
Alternatives

Theorising Residential
Capitalism: Land Rent, Capital
Accumulation, and Housing
Provision

Javier Moreno Zacarés
University of Warwick, United Kingdom

Though housing has become a major locus of
accumulation in an age of secular stagnation, critical
political economy continues to lack theoretical
frameworks to examine how capitalist development
operates in and through residential provision. Existing
approaches to housing place an excessive focus on how
finance flows in and out of real estate, black boxing
crucial aspects of housing provision, such as the process
of residential production or the peculiarities of land rent.
To address this, this paper sketches the contours of a
historicist framework for the analysis of residential
capitalist development. It starts out from the claim that
residential capitalism is underpinned by an ambivalent
relationship between land rent extraction and capitalist
residential production. Whereas land rentierism involves
a drive to monopolise scarce assets and drive up their
price, the thrust of capitalist production is to increase
output competitively via cost-effective production. In the
housing sphere, both economic processes are locked in a
dynamic tension that has contradictory ramifications for
residential provision and for the capitalist economy at
large. These contradictions result in multiple vectors of
social conflict that require of constant political
management to stabilise urban-social formations, which
are always at risk of breakdown and restructuring.
Through this prism, this framework theorises the process
of capitalist housing provision, using historical examples
from the nineteenth century to the current era of housing
bubbles.
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On The Concept Of A ‘Financial
Elite’: A Critical Realist
Intervention

Marie Moran?, Flaherty Eoin?

1UCD, Dublin, Ireland; 2National University of Ireland,
Maynooth

Who are the financial elite, and how are they
distinguished from other economically powerful groups?
In this article, we adopt a critical realist approach in the
service of developing a concept of financial elites, as
distinct from other powerful social groups. Combining
perspectives from distributive, categorical, and relational
approaches to elite studies, we argue that an unresolved
tension between agentic and structuralist accounts of
elites has hampered clarification of their differentia
specifica, and blunted the normative content of the
concept. Drawing on the tools of critical realism, we
develop a new concept of financial elites, combining
insights from both elite studies, and the political
economy of financialisation. We argue that the financial
elite possess not only high quantities of income but
income primarily derived from ‘rentier’ channels, as
endowed by the institutional structures of
financialisation. Financial elites demonstrate not only the
capacity to capitalise on these new accumulation
channels, but to shape the institutional and regulatory
landscapes in which they operate. Our new approach to
financial elites thus accounts for both these structural
contexts, and loosely coordinated action-preference sets.

Continuity or Change?
Conceptualizing Platform
Capitalism

Aleksandra Piletic¢
University of Amsterdam, Netherlands, The

In recent years, a wide range of contributions (from
disciplines as diverse as media studies, sociology, law,
political economy, etc.) have sought to conceptualize the
emergent effects of platforms on contemporary
capitalism(s). One broad strand of literature has
positioned platforms within the longue durée of capitalist
transformation, analytically focusing on the continuities
and path-dependencies of institutions that platforms
have been embedded in. Another strand of literature has
tended to emphasize the novelty of platforms, stressing
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the ways in which they have produced disruptions
(whether technological, social, economic or political) to
existing material practices and discourses. This paper
seeks to bridge the divide between narratives that tend
to predominantly emphasize either continuity or change
and to conceptualize platforms as part of a new emergent
mode of regulation seeking to stabilize the crisis-ridden
neoliberal regime of accumulation following the 2008
financial crisis. It draws on regulationist scholarship to
critically inquire into concepts such as ‘platform
capitalism,” ‘the shared economy’ and the ‘gig economy’
to provide a new lens for understanding platforms and
the diverse institutional landscapes they have generated
across geographies. In so doing, it also seeks to make
sense of the effect that the Covid crisis has had on this
new emergent mode of regulation, keeping in mind the
perpetual question — are we still living in a neoliberal era
or is this something entirely new?

Thankfulness and the Self: The
Emotion and Ethics of Hazelnut
Production in Turkey

Emine Erdogan
Giresun University, Turkey

This research examines the interconnections between
economic and ethical change, based on an ethnography
of hazelnut production in Turkey. The country is one of
the largest producers and exporters of hazelnuts in the
world. The local production system has some unique
features, since it has long been protected by the state
from the vicissitudes of the capitalist world economy.
Until quite recently, the state protected the producers by
regulating the price and guaranteeing the purchase of
hazelnuts via producers’ cooperatives. However, in the
last fifteen years, the state has gradually reduced the
purchasing amount and consequently prices have fallen.
As this happened recently and the local production
system is adapting to the change, the region offers a
valuable opportunity to look at how the economic
changes influence local people’s ethical thinking. The
study, therefore, looks at how rural populations are
remaking their ethical thinking as a response to the rapid
integration of Turkish agriculture and food industries into
the global economy. The main purpose is to identify the
coping strategies evolving in the local environment and
their consequences for social relations and individual
identity. Particularly, the research examines how local
constructions of ‘thankfulness’ (to God, family and one’s
superiors) and ingratitude mediate the social relations
between farmers, the global economy and its local
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representatives, as well as its political consequences.
‘Thankfulness’ is a historical key component of normative
relations in Turkey and has long moderated relations of
respect and antagonism. However, my observations
suggest that it is now becoming a key component of the
moral economy in today’s Turkey, and one which helps
local producers and workers to cope with new forms of
subordination.

RNO6_TO5 01 | Place-
based Alternatives to
Capitalism: Solidarity
economies and
community wealth
building

Decreasing Dependency
Through Self-Reliance:
Strengthening Local Economies
Through Community Wealth
Building

Julia Eder
Johannes Kepler University Linz, Austria

In the aftermath of the global financial and economic
crisis of 2007/8, some peripheral communities in
countries of the global North, for instance Cleveland,
Ohio, and Preston, UK, have decided to challenge their
dependent, outward-oriented development model,
shaped by structural dependency. They opted for a self-
reliant development strategy termed ‘community wealth
building’ that seeks to strengthen the local economy
while respecting ecological boundaries and improving
social and living standards in the community. This
strategy has clear overlaps with other contemporary
progressive movements and initiatives (e. g. solidarity
economy, new municipalism, foundational economy or
doughnut economics). However, there exist also relevant
parallels to historical debates on and practices of ‘self-
reliance’ in the global South that have not been
systematically studied yet. Thus, | will examine what are
the major similarities and differences between
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community wealth building (CWB) and older self-reliance
approaches. The central thesis is that — due to shared
basic assumptions — the actors associated with CWB
could benefit from engaging with the legacy of self-
reliance to complement the theoretical foundation of
their approach.

Methodologically, the paper draws on reports and
documents from think tanks involved in CWB, on
newspaper articles and on four explorative interviews
with policy advisers and politicians linked to the
posterchildren of CWB in the USA and in the UK,
Cleveland and Preston.

Civic Food Networks During The
Pandemic: An Alternative To

Our Capitalist Food System?
Bernd Bonfert

Cardiff University, United Kingdom

The ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has exposed the
vulnerabilities of global supply chains, while lockdown
measures have clearly demonstrated which economic
sectors are ‘essential’ for societal reproduction. In front
of this backdrop, the demand for alternative forms of
local, sustainable and solidarity-based food provision has
rapidly increased across Europe, as more people rely on
civic food networks such as community-supported
agriculture (CSA) and solidarity purchasing groups (SPGs).
Scholars and activists often regard these networks as
parts of a transformative movement to decommodify and
democratize our food system by subverting traditional
producer-consumer relations and achieving relative
autonomy from the market. In CSA this is done by re-
organizing food production and distribution through
collaborative planning, while SPGs distribute food
directly from sustainable farms to (often low-income)
households. However, both types of networks still need
to generate commercial income, are difficult to scale up,
and often lack social accessibility. This raises the question
whether and how they can effectively offer an
emancipatory alternative to the capitalist food system,
particularly in response to the complex challenges and
opportunities of the pandemic.

This paper therefore aims to discuss the transformative
potential of CSA and SPGs from a critical political
economy perspective, drawing on theories of the
solidarity economy and social movements. It examines
findings from qualitative case studies in the UK, Germany
and Italy, based on archival research and interviews with
CSA/SPG participants, to capture the pandemic-context,
practices and scope of civic food networks and assess
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their contribution to wider social struggles and
transformations.

Entrepreneurializing Solidarity:
The New Social Economy in
(Post-)Austerity Greece

Dimitris Soudias
London School of Economics, United Kingdom

The anti-austerity movement in Greece brought forth
novel modes of socio-economic organization based on
co-operation and mutual aid, rather than competition
and self-interest. By the mid-2010s, what started as
protest had mushroomed into a (largely informal)
solidarity economy, signifying both an answer to
austerity, and an alternative to the neoliberalization of
state-market-subject relations. Making good on their
election promise to support this movement, the SYRIZA-
led governments of 2015-2019 followed a policy-agenda
of institutionalizing a new Social and Solidarity Economy
sector (SSE) in Greece. By creating a legal framework to
formalize solidarity structures and cooperatives towards
the EU’s definitions of ‘social enterprise’, and by
facilitating the sector’s growth with EU funds, the
governmental rationality of this agenda mobilizes
discourses of ‘social innovation’, ‘entrepreneurship’, and
‘creativity’, in order to incentivize the generation of
‘social impact’. Though partly critical of the
entrepreneurial dimensions of this agenda, critical
research on the SSE in Greece concurs that these
developments by and large prefigure post-capitalist
forms of socio-economic organization.

My paper is sympathetic to the transformative
potentialities of SSE organizations, but its intervention
sheds light on the reproductive side of the coin. In
elucidating the epistemics of assuming to be able to
measure and organize ‘impact’, ‘innovation’, ‘creativity’,
‘utility’ and ‘entrepreneurship’, this paper delineates the
ways in which (formalized) SSE organizations in Greece
unwittingly reproduce the very neoliberal rationalities
against which they stand. Coupled with the need to
secure (EU) funding along impact-oriented requirements,
| show how these epistemics contribute to the
quantification and economization of the social, and the
entrepreneurialization of solidarity. In trying to
transgress these findings, | conclude with some
theoretical considerations toward an alter-neoliberal
epistemology.

RNO6 | Critical Political Economy

Decommodifying Care: COVID-

19 Mutual Aid Groups in the UK
Bilge Serin

University of Glasgow, United Kingdom

The COVID-19 pandemic, an unexpected global crisis, has
changed everyday life in a short period of time while
creating a global emergency. Communities have rapidly
responded to this fast-moving situation by creating
bottom-up initiatives. COVID-19 mutual aid groups have
emerged under these circumstances as a key response by
communities for communities. The paper explores the
role of COVID-19 mutual aid groups as a community
response in mitigating everyday life challenges emerging
under a pandemic situation. The paper argues that
COVID-19 mutual aid groups decommodify much-
commodified care services under capitalist production
relations, while discussing their transformative potential
for the post-pandemic world.

RNO6_TO5 02 |
Forms of domination
and repression

Sharpening the Tools of Critical
Political Economy: Impersonal
Domination and Class
Domination

Julio Martinez-Cava
University of Barcelona, Spain

Market imperatives are the driving force behind the
development of global capitalism and its crisis, included
the current Covid-19 crisis. In order to fulfil the cycles of
accumulation, class domination is necessarily required.

Political economy has dealt with these questions since its
early origins. The first critics of capitalism assimilated this
domination with earlier forms of power: military,
corrupting, feudal. The capitalist was understood as a
kind of monopolist. Nevertheless, a different critique was
developed throughout the 19th and 20th centuries in
which structural compulsion was highlighted as the
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distinguishing feature of the new markets. The
imperatives of competition, accumulation, and profit
maximisation permeate all social relations: even
capitalists are subject to the dictates of markets.
Attention was turned from personal forms of domination
to the very rules of the game, the so-called “impersonal
domination”.

However, impersonal domination is not the same as class
domination. The former is pervasive and affects everyone
in different ways, whereas the latter is executed by
capitalist class and is only detrimental to working people.
A member of the dispossessed is not dependent "on a
particular person, but on the entire owning class" as
Engels said in 1844.

Although some efforts have been made to conceptualise
these types of domination (Gourevitch, 2015; Meiksins
Wood, 2013; Roberts, 2016), the relationship between
them remains unclear. In this conference, | will reassess
those debates to show how they can contribute to a
political economy for contemporary times.

Managing the Upper Class
Through the Coming Transition

Erik Andersson
University of Gothenburg, Sweden

The aim of this theoretical paper is to chart four
overlapping aspects of importance to manage the upper
class through the coming sustainability transition we ares
approaching. The upper class will have to do the biggest
life-style changes when society becomes ecologically,
socially and economically sustainable, in line with the
SDGs and the Paris agreement. Their ecological footprint
must shrink, income and wealth differences must shrink,
and a large part of upper class resources will be needed
for the transition. However, a vital part of decision-
making and structural changes that transition will entail,
will be to manage the upper class. The first aspect of this
management concerns culture, which today is very much
influenced by upper class style, norms and discourses
that are not tenable, neither as social practices, nor as
societal role models. The second aspect is ecological,
where upper class life styles display energy and material
use way beyond sustainable. The third aspect concerns
the neoliberal growth model, which has promoted upper
class investment choices and individual enrichment as
motors for societal development. The upper class has so
far shown little capacity to handle this role in concord
with the Rio Declaration of 1992 or the Paris Accord and
SDGs of 2015. The last aspect relates to security and the
long tradition of upper class relations with the military
and security apparatus of the modern state. The upper
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class is a small minority in society, but democratic
handling of it and its interests needs to be done with care.

Debt-based and Asset-based

Inequalities in the UK and US
Mareike Beck

King's College London, United Kingdom

Inequality has become a widespread concern in political
economy and mainstream policy circles in OECD
countries. Despite important advances that highlight
wealth inequality as a crucial underlying trend of social
stratification, mainstream understandings still
conceptualise economic inequality as a sliding scale of
income inequality or asset ownership. By contrast, this
paper analyses new forms of asset- and debt-based
inequalities by using a feminist political economy
approach that demonstrates the close relationships of
global finance with households. | apply the concept of the
Minskyan household, developed by Adkins et al. (2020),
which foregrounds the everyday liquidity constraints of
households to understand their precarious integration
into the contemporary financialised economy.
Households must balance long-term investments, such as
housing, with short-term income from declining real
wages. Using this conception, | document household
level debt and asset ownership in the UK and US since the
2008 financial crisis. Unsurprisingly, asset ownership is
generally lower for income poor households, while asset
titles increase with higher income levels. Interestingly,
debt volumes are high relative to income levels in lower
income quintiles, while high income households have
exceptional levels of debt in absolute terms. High levels
of debt might be a sign of both precarity and economic
wealth. This suggests that the interrelations of household
debt and asset ownership are crucial to a nuanced
understanding of social stratification. Using this data, |
demonstrate how an appreciation of the Minskyan
household can improve conceptions of precarity and
disparity with respect to assets and debt.
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The Repressive State as an
Ideological Apparatus

Ignasi Bernat Molina?, Clara Camps Calvet?

1University of Winchester, UK; 2University of Barcelona,
Spain

According to Garland (2001), the transition to the
modified welfare penal complex, punishment
increasingly has a higher symbolic dimension in an
outraged society by the normalization of crime. However,
this is an element of the new culture of control that was
already signalled by Durkheim when he discussed the
social function of punishment which had as a key element
to reassert the social mores threatened by deviant
behaviour. From a critical point of view, this culturalist
approach is reductionist somehow as it is unable to
understand the political role played by the state's
delivery of punishment..From the more spread marxist
conceptualization of the state, usually the state is
understood only in its repressive capacities forgetting its
infraestructural  role.  This  marxist dominant
interpretation of the state is also reductionist as it is
unable to capture the ideological and symbolic dimension
of the repressive apparatuses (Poulantzas 1974).
Departing from a case study, the repression of the self-
determination movement in Catalonia from 2017
onwards, we will develop a more complex categorisation
of the state's role in the suppression of dissent that
combines both ideological and political facets of the
state's distribution of legalized suffering.
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RNO6_T06 01 | social
protection and (Covid)
capitalism: present and
past

Direct Payments to Citizens as a
Policy Measure to Alleviate the
Consequences of Covid-19
Crises

Paivi Helena Mantyneva, Heikki Tuomas
Hiilamo, Eeva-Leena Ketonen

University of Helsinki, Finland

Global crises, such as pandemics, which pose serious
threats and uncertainties and therefore require rapid
responses, serve as a stress test for welfare states and
governments. Crises also present the governments with
opportunities to try new and even radical policy options,
which, if implemented, may create path-dependency for
future policies. The economic fallout following the
COVID-19 crisis has caused unprecedented insecurity and
hardship across the world. Due to the lockdown
measures, such as school and business closures, new
kinds of needs for social protection have appeared. New
measures to meet these needs are required not only to
ensure immediate wellbeing of citizens but also to
guarantee positive transitions through the crisis and
enhance trust of the citizens. We aim to investigate and
compare the social policy responses, aimed at mitigating
the negative effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and
ensuring the recovery of the welfare states. Many
countries have implemented emergency basic income
(EBI) or a similar direct income support as an income
support for people in difficult situations. In our
comparative study of 13 OECD countries representing
different welfare state regimes, we use content analysis
to examine the social policy responses to the corona crisis
focusing on identifying new measures to support
individuals and families economically. We study if these
measures provide merely temporary relief or if they
possess potential for transformation and paradigmatic
shifts in welfare state.
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Welfare Against Freedom?
Pre-distribution and
Decommodification in the
Framework of Popular Political
Economies

David Casassas, David Guerrero
University of Barcelona, Spain

Many recent debates on predistribution gather very old
ideas of economic democracy: transformative or
“popular” political economies, from the seventeenth to
the twenty-first centuries, have always stressed the
importance of an ex-ante guarantee of resources of
various kinds, in line with the main intuitions of the
republican tradition. A traceable commonplace among
these old (and new) political-economic practices and
ideas is the analytical and practical distinction between
material well-being and freedom, which constitute two
realities that tend to go hand in hand, but not in any
manner.

The normative justification for the ex-ante distribution of
resources in the republican tradition was not so much
about ensuring a certain amount of material comfort or
levelling per se, but, above all, guaranteeing access to the
set of resources that make freedom possible, that allow
independence from the arbitrary will of third parties. The
priority of freedom over mere material well-being —or at
least the distinction between both values—is a necessary
element to develop a predistributive agenda truly open
to (the possibility of) decommodification and, therefore,
to economic democracy.

Rescuing the predistributive vestiges in 17th century
agrarian republicanism seems necessary in light of some
of the current approaches to predistribution, which
simply present themselves as a welfare alternative to
taxes and transfers —thus potentially undermining not
only what is needed to establish the kind of regulatory
frameworks that predistributionists claim to defend, but
also the very sets of resources that are relevant for
individuals and groups to pursue freer lives. This article
seeks to understand unconditionality in the access to
public/common resources as a predistributive tool
beyond material welfare.
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The Impossible Neoliberal
Welfare State Under the Covid
Magnifying Glass

Clemence Lucie Elise Fourton
Sciences Po Lille, France

This paper posits that the Covid conjuncture lays bare the
key contradiction of neoliberal capitalism, ie the role of
the State in organizing its own demise -- in the British
context.

This exercise in Covid heuristics builds on a twofold
argument:

1) the contradictory role of the State has been magnified
under Covid because of the nature of the crisis (health-
based) and of the crisis mangement policies which have
been resorted to (test and trace, lockdown & suspension
of labour for substantial streches of time). These two
factors have meant that the welfare state has been relied
upon as never before, both quantitatively (number of
people on furlough and benefits or in hospital) and
qualitatively (shift from benefits being used marginally to
them being used somewhat universally).

2) the contradictory role of the State has been exposed
as such during the crisis. First-hand accounts from NHS
staff and from people surviving on out-of work benefits
have played a key role: the subjective impact of
neoliberal welfare state policies (opaque tendering of
healthcare services, lack of investment & residual benefit
system) has become a narrative one cannot ignore.

All'in all | argue that the current crisis has led the central
neoliberal contradiction of the role of the State to be
recognized as such. | argue that so far, this exposure has
translated into recognition politics (clap for carers,
rainbows, Captain Tom mania, debate on £20 Universal
Credit increase), but not in any structural reworking of
the contradiction. In other words, the crisis has made it
clear that there can be no proper Welfare State / State
for Welfare under neoliberalism, without this turning into
political change yet.
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The Political Economy of
Mental Health Awareness
Campaigning in Times of
COVID-19

Jana-Maria Fey
University of Sheffield, United Kingdom

My paper critically analyses the politics of mental health
awareness as a project of sustaining untenable modes of
capitalist living and accumulation. Through an
exploration of the UK-based mental health anti-stigma
‘Time to Change’ campaign | draw attention to the
discourse about the nature of stigma and mental illness
that positions the individual and her biology as the
principal site for intervention. The discourse in awareness
campaigns is presented as ‘scientific’ and highlights the
need for persons to remain in work and to be
economically productive. In this manner, anti-stigma and
awareness programmes draw awareness away from the
socio-economic structures — such as austerity politics,
capitalist exploitation, and neoliberalism - that
contribute to the emergence of mental distress. The
global rise of mental health awareness programmes is
thus reproductive of contemporary economic hierarchies
while normalising the experience of mental distress
under capitalism. This is a particularly pertinent
phenomenon during the COVID-19 pandemic because
awareness discourse frequently dismisses adverse
reactions as mental disorders which, in turn, determines
the acceptable boundaries of expressing dissent to
pandemic governance. Given the historical influence of
pharmaceutical companies on the funding of mental
health awareness programmes, | argue that the political
economy of mental health awareness is an important
theme to explore in order to make sense of both ‘Covid
capitalism’ and the possibilities for resisting the
perpetuation of capitalist modes of living.
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RNO6_T06_02 |
Capitalism, Productivism,
Capitalocene:
Responding to

Ecological crises

SARS-CoV-2 Pandemic As A
Heterotopic Opening In The
Capitalocene: Chances And
Drawbacks For The Broken
Planetary Metabolism And Its
Environmental Complexity

Alexander Barta
exploring-economics.org

The great obsession of actual-existing capitalism is the
apology of economics: with its themes of growth,
equality of opportunity among homo oeconomicus, of
cycles of boom and bust, of efficiency and profitability,
with its greatest achievement of all: the mystification of
so-called externalities. Beginning with the GFC in 2008
and through to the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic the discursive
foundations and material effects of thereof have been
challenged on an unprecedented scale and on various
levels in particular. Externalities such as SARS-CoV-2 are
a reminder that the world economy is to be regarded as
embedded in a broader whole (Wallace, 2020): building
up on Foucault's (1967) lecture on heterotopias, i.e. 'of
other spaces', this argument predicates that the SARS-
CoV-2 pandemic and its economic consequences can be
theorised as a heterotopic opening, as a production of
unorthodox, yet uncharted space/territory in which
socio-political deliberation and the question and debate
of the extent of the possible and feasible may once again
resume. The pandemic thus happened to open a narrow
window of opportunity in which the previously
unthinkable became possible and potentially broadens
the horizon of possibility for market civilisation in the
near future in light of global organic crisis and possible
systemic collapse arising from oncoming planetary
boundaries and continued marketisation (Gill, 2016;
Berardi, 2017). The central problématique this paper is
concerned with is exploring the chances and drawbacks
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this heterotopic opening may mean for the broken
planetary metabolism and its environmental complexity
in the age of the Capitalocene (Di Muzio, 2011; Moore,
2017ab).

Assessing the Economy &
Environment Debate: the
Ecological Crisis and the New
Paradigm of Capitalist
Accumulation

Maura Benegiamo?, Emanuele Leonardi!
1University of Parma, Italy; 2University of Trieste, Italy

The capital-nature relationship has oftentimes been
described as predatory and extractive — especially when
considering its conditions of re-production — built as it is
on systemic social exclusion, prone as it is to frequent
crises. Yet in recent times a profound transformation of
the value-nature nexus occurred, such that capitalist
elites could actually claim to be addressing the issue of
physical limits through green growth.

Capitalist reorganization strategies suggest the idea that
a speculative shift in the social perception of
environmental constraints - in particular, climate change
-is underway. It is a shift that turns the environment from
obstacle to accumulation to value-driver. In our
assessment we indicate three fields of application of such
new paradigm: Green Economy (GE), Bioeconomy (BE),
Circular Economy (CE). CE refers to processes of
financialization of nature (most notably, carbon
markets); BE relates to the technologization of the living
as a basis for an unprecedented industrial revolution; CE
reconceptualizes waste as raw material/energetic input
for the new paradigm. Our assessment provides both a
genealogical account of such interconnected discursive
formations and a discussion of their poor environmental
performance so far.

Furthermore, based on this theoretical map, we argue
that exploring the nature-value nexus in the light of these
transformations could open up a space for critical
interventions also from an empirical perspective.
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Transformational Strategies
Towards a Plural, Democratic
and Ecologic Model of
Economic Development.
Popular and Communitarian
Economy' Responses to COVID
Crisis in Catalunya.

Santiago Eizaguirre!, Nuria Reguero?, Jordi
Estivill®

1Universitat de Barcelona, Spain; 2Xarxa d'Economia
Solidaria de Catalunya; 3Xarxa d'Economia Solidaria de
Catalunya

During the pandemic outbreak, mutual support networks
have provided care with a degree of universalization that
in many senses has overcome statal politics. Popular
structures around housing tenants’ unions,
communitarian management infrastructures, grass-roots
urban gardens, self-managed production spaces or
community fab labs, among many others, have faced
recent critical events. In Catalonia, these collective forms
of autonomous response may be explained by a Social
and Solidarity Economy’ sector with a long tradition
organised on governing the commons, which has in
collectivization processes during the Civil War an
important historical point of reference. Nowadays more
than 7,000 organizations are linked to the Social Economy
Association of Catalonia involving a total estimate of
10,000 initiatives sharing a set code of shared values.
Although the sector presents great diversity in many
senses (formal, ideological, practical), it has fostered a
strategic proposal for a new social agreement promoting
transformational policies with a vision on a plural,
democratic and ecological model of economic
development.

Our communication focuses on how the social economy
movement has been influential in crystallizing the need
for an alternative economic model in a counter-
hegemonic strategy called “Pact of the Economy for life”.
We observe how this strategy is aimed at the defence of
Collective Health, Economic Democracy and Socio-
Environmental Justice and we highlight its main lines
through the lens of co-creation. Finally, we conclude our
paper reflecting on the demands addressed to the
administrations and the challenges and resistances
involved in terms of critical political economy.
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Countering Corporate Violence:
Degrowth, Ecosocialism And
Organising Beyond The
Destructive Forces Of
Capitalism

Ekaterina Chertkovskaya, Alexander Paulsson
Lund University, Sweden

Corporate violence is a form of organised violence
motivated or caused by material interest, profit-seeking
or economic expansion. It is inflicted on human beings or
ecosystems. Complementing a Marxist theoretical frame
with literature on ecosocialism and degrowth, we
examine how corporate violence is inherent to and has
been consistently encouraged by the capitalist mode of
production. By drawing on the concepts of primitive
accumulation and social metabolism, we visibilise how
such violence is manifested within the productive forces
of capitalism — natural resources, labour, technology and
money. Corporate violence, we argue, may only be
countered in a post-capitalist society where the
productive forces are radically transformed. We build on
degrowth principles to articulate how corporate violence
may be countered and how post-growth organising of
productive forces may look.

RNO6_TO7 01 | Growth,
wealth and distribution

Growth-regime Transition And

Organized Labour
Adrian Bua, Adam Fishwick

De Montfort University, United Kingdom

The “growth regime” (Baccaro and Pontusson 2016)
literature attempts to explain institutional shifts
underpinning different forms of capitalist accumulation.
This literature theorizes dynamic change as driven
through interaction between endogenous crises that
create oportunities for rupture and regime change
(Hopkin and Blyth 2018), that are constrained by path-
dependencies shaped by global macro-economic effects
(Blyth and Matthijs 2017). We argue that it does not
cover the political processes through which change
occurs at particular conjunctures. We thus bring it into
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conversation with Beramendi et al’s (2015) theory of
“constrained partisanship” and Baccaro and Pontusson’s
(2019) “social bloc” focus on growth-regimes. We also
seek to theorize the role that organised labour plays in
growth regime shifts. To this end, we draw on critical
labour sociology (e.g. Schmalz et al 2018; 2019)
theorizing how different forms, strategies and
configurations of labour power restrict or enable labour
unions to exercise powe fruitfully during the
transformative potential of crises. This critique builds on
previous critical work on comparative capitalisms, which
informs this recent literature on growth regimes (Bohle &
Regan 2020), highlighting the underpinning “capital-
centrism” of the approach (Coates 2014; Bruff et al.
2015). Building on these two theoretical claims, we aim
to develop hypotheses as to which forms of labour
movement mobilisation and institutionalisation are most
conducive to equitable, sustainable post-COVID regime
transition.

Iceland's post crisis model:
Keynesian triumph or North

Atlantic Mirage?
Owen Worth

Limerick, Ireland

The Icelandic crisis in 2008/2009 was commonly seen as
the most extreme of all respective downturns during the
financial crisis. The collapse of an economic over
dependent on facilitating a niche within high interest
global banking and financial services led to a meltdown
that had significant political and economic ramifications.
Iceland's response to the crisis has likewise been seen as
just as stark - capital controls, the restructuring of the
banking system and the rejection of the sort of austerity
levels since in Euro-Zone countries in favour of managed
or 'progressive’ austerity. As a result it was commonly
hailed by many progressive economists (such as Stiglitz,
Piketty and Krugman) as being a successful Keynesian
alternative to those prudent models elsewhere.

This paper suggest that whilst there was indeed
significant momentum behind the left-left coalition that
were the architects of the restructuring plan, the post-
growth Icelandic growth has instead been one that has
maintained its vulnerability, tying itself to tourism and to
industries that have seen growth at the global market. In
this sense, Iceland has just maintained its history model
of fragility; one that is marked by a cycle of boom and
bust and dependency on specifically narrow sectors. It
will also suggest that prior to COVID pandemic, the
tourism bubble was on verge of collapse, with the halt in
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form of the global market allowing it potentially to re-
think such a dependence in a post-Covid world.

Japan’s Struggle: Torn between

Inclusion and Exclusion
Saori Shibata

Leiden University, United Kingdom

Traditionally, Japan has adopted a relatively inclusive
approach to economic interdependence in Asia. This
inclusive approach has fostered robust high-tech
relationships with China and other regional partners,
such as South Korea, despite political differences. The
strength of these high-tech relationships is most evident
in trade and investment, although less evident in flows of
human capital and cross-border research. In some ways,
this emphasis on inclusion continues: Japan joined RCEP
in 2020, and it has not banned Huawei from its 5G
market. Nonetheless, there are growing signs of a more
exclusive approach in recent years. Tokyo supported the
TPP, and it is unenthusiastic about the possibility of China
joining the CPTPP. There is limited collaboration between
Japanese affiliates in the ICT sector in China and China's
start-up firms due to a lack of willingness on the side of
Japanese firms and the Japanese government. Japan's
continued close relations with the US in ICT area,
including the US-Japan Science and Technology
Cooperation, are likely to constrain collaboration with
China further in the future. Japan has also begun to
exclude South Korea in certain respects as that
relationship has deteriorated, showing little enthusiasm
for Seoul’s membership in the CPTPP. This paper explores
the range of considerations behind Japan’s shifting and
conflicted approach to China and South Korea, noting
both strategic considerations and domestic political
forces.

Competing Stories of Wealth
Generation and Distribution

Paul Christopher Lewis
Birmingham, United Kingdom

Growth in the inequality of wealth and income are
circularly related, each contributing to the other.
However, wealth is an ill-defined concept, simultaneously
physical and financial, often blurred with capital. While
economic theories largely ignore the question of initial
accumulation, they have developed utilising distinct
physical and financial ontologies to explain the return
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generated by wealth in terms of either productive
contribution (Clark 1965 [1899]) or a price of waiting and
risk forbearance (Mossin 1966 cited in O'Sullivan, 2000;
Markowitz 1952; Sharpe 1964). In mainstream economics
and finance, these approaches provide a normative
justification for further accumulation. Marx’s critique of
capitalism is also based upon productive contribution,
relating to the expropriation of the surplus value
produced by the only productive class, labour. Whilst
containing many insights, this framework does not easily
explain differences in wealth generation/extraction at
the level of firms or within labour, and does not integrate
finance.

The first contribution of this paper it to unpack the
relationship between ontologies of wealth, economic
theories of return, and normative positions on
distribution. The second is to demonstrate the
contradictions and limitations of the dominant
frameworks. Third, we outline an alternative ontology,
premised upon wealth as collectively produced, and
distribution as determined by the power of competing
stakeholders to lay to claim to it. We argue that such a
framework is more realistic in 21st century capitalism for
understanding how wealth is created and distributed,
and opens new spaces for normative and policy debate
on inequality.

RNO6_TO7_02 | Inside
and Outside of EUrope

The Postfunctionalists

Were (Almost) Right: The
Analytical Consequences
of ‘Politicisation’ and the
EU Response to Covid-19

Amandine Crespy, Tiago Moreira Ramalho
Cevipol, Université libre de Bruxelles, Belgium

The postfunctionalist turn in integration scholarship has
allowed for a much-needed incorporation of the role of
politicisation in shaping EU integration dynamics. This
stream, however, tends to assume a mechanical nexus
between politicisation and interrupted integration, when
not disintegration. In contrast, this paper suggests that
the contingent nature of ‘the political’ should invite us to
an understanding of both the sources and impacts of
politicisation on integration in an increasingly contextual,
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interpretive light. The recent turn from fiscal discipline
and 'responsibility’ to investment and 'solidarity' in the
EU's response to the recession ensuing from the Covid-19
pandemic provides a critical empirical terrain to explore
the open-ended character of the relationship between
politicisation and EU integration. We propose an
approach to politicization which analyses the ideational
underpinnings and distributive consequences of a) how
the crisis was construed; b) which policy solutions were
prescribed; and c) how they made their way through the
European multi-level, multi-arena deliberative process.

Still Embedded in Euro-
corporatism? European Trade
Unions Within the New
European Economic
Governance Regime

Vincenzo Maccarrone
University College Dublin, Ireland

The developments since the outbreak of the ‘Great
Recession’ led to an increasing EU’s intrusiveness in
wages and workers’ rights. What was therefore the
strategy followed by organised labour vis-a-vis the EU’s
new economic governance (NEG) regime?

Historically, the European Trade Union Confederation
(ETUC) has been in favour of further European
integration. Jacques Delors' pledge to complement the
process of market integration with the construction of a
‘Social Europe’ was fundamental for getting the support
of trade unions to the renewed process of EU integration
(van Apeldoorn, 2002). Since then, the ETUC has
constantly supported European integration while
continuing to ask for a greater EU social dimension (Horn,
2012), in a sort of ‘symbolic Eurocorporatism’ (Bieling and
Schulten, 2003).

The outbreak of the 2008 economic crisis, followed by the
establishment of a commodifying NEG regime (Erne,
2015; Jordan et al., 2020) seemed to lead to a change in
the strategies of ETUC and its affiliates. For the first time
inits history, the confederation rejected an EU treaty (the
‘Fiscal Compact’), while promoting European counter-
mobilisations. This led some scholars to wonder whether
the ETUC had finally shifted its approach away from
symbolic Euro-corporatism (Horn, 2012). Yet, already
towards the end of the Barroso Il Commission, the ETUC
became increasingly embedded in new mechanisms of
EU economic governance such as the European
Semester.
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Using a combination of semi-structured interviews and
document analysis, this paper aims to describe the
trajectory followed by the largest European trade union
confederation vis-a-vis the new European economic
governance framework. It does so through a multi-level
research design which looks at the European level and at
two country cases, Ireland and Italy.

The EU as an Arena of
Struggling for Peace?
Perspectives of Resisting the

Militarization of the EU
Judith Dellheim?, Frieder Otto Wolf?

lRosa Luxemburg Foundation, Germany; Z2Freie
Universitat Berlin, Germany

The issue which will be discussed is the potential global
role of the European Union, especially in promoting a
socially and ecologically sustainable development. The
decisive questions addressed are: what do the
actors/agencies of the EU and what does the EU in total
effectively do for peace?

We shall analyse what the answers to these questions do
effectively mean, especially for the democratic anti-
neoliberal forces in Europe? The paper argues for the
following idea: The interests of the ruling actors/agencies
within the EU, as well as their analysis and concepts of
security, have a strong influence on the political, societal
and ecological conditions of actors/agencies outside the
EU which begin to aim at a socially and ecologically
sustainable development. In this context the role of the
military in the economies and in the policies of the EU
member states is of special importance, as well as the
politics effectively realized by the EU in its international
relations. Consequently, the question will be analysed
how far the current security priorities of the EU, and the
resulting concrete processes of shaping law and
regulations in the field of ,defence” leave room for a
resistance that can pave the way for an alternative, non-
military development of international relations.
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Value and the Total Labour
Process in COVID Capitalism:
Intersections of Transnational
Mobility, Gender and Social
Reproduction in Uneven and
Combined Europe

Gregory Schwartz!, Ania Plomien?

1University of Bristol, United Kingdom; 2London School of
Economics, United Kingdom

The onset of COVID-19 has disrupted processes by which
workers and their families secure care, food and shelter.
Uneven and combined Europe, strained by decades of
neoliberalization, has come to rely on transnational
labour mobility to secure the expanded reproduction of
surplus value, while states have mediated the
contradictions of value appropriation by proffering
markets as the means of reproducing the conditions of
possibility of wage labour. The contradictions of this
process have gained greater recognition during the
pandemic period, compelling discussions of ‘value’ of
labour in the care, food and housing sectors. Based on
interviews conducted before and during the pandemic
with Ukrainian migrants in Poland and Polish migrants in
the UK employed in these sectors, presents an analysis of
the problem of value appropriation along the waged
labour continuum, constituting social reproduction as an
aspect of the total labour process. We demonstrate that
social reproduction needs, when not met for free via
households and unsupported via social wages and state
services, are met through the wage economy dominated
by a dynamic of devaluation of labour that involves the
leveraging of gender and other inequalities, including
pushing transnational labour into the caring and
provisioning sectors. The fragility and injustices of this
arrangement have been doubly exposed by the
pandemic, simultaneously  exacerbating needs,
intensifying labour, and disrupting mobility. By
demonstrating how social reproduction exists on a wage
labour continuum (beyond unpaid care-work) and
intersects with migration and gender, we underline its
centrality to value as a social relation and to a labour
process that surpasses the workplace as the locus of
value.

Keywords: value, labour process, transnational mobility,
social reproduction, gender
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RNO6_T08 01 |
Imperialism,
dependency, colonialism
and decolonization

Capital, State, and Imperialism:
Reflections on Turkey’s ‘Virus
Diplomacy’ in Sub-Saharan
Africa

Gonenc Uysal
Osmaniye Korkut Ata University, Turkey

Turkey’s proactive foreign policy in Sub-Saharan Africa
has been examined by mainstream scholars with
references to emerging market economy as well as neo-
Ottomanism and pan-Islamism. Contrary to mainstream
scholars, this paper borrows its theoretical and
conceptual framework from Marxism in order to explore
Turkish sub-imperialist foreign policy during the COVID-
19 pandemic. In this regard, it accepts Turkey as a country
that arrived late at capitalism, and thus, characterised as
a periphery of the world capitalist system. It discusses
Turkey’s ‘virus diplomacy’ in Sub-Saharan Africa in
relation to class antagonisms and contradictions of
capital accumulation. In this way, it explores the
interaction between Turkish foreign policy and the
internationalisation of Turkish capitals subordinate to
imperialist capitals, and Turkey’s attempt at regional
domination vis-a-vis Sub-Saharan Africa.
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Systemic Hierarchies: The
Subordination Of African States
As A Monetary And Financial

Phenomenon
Kai Koddenbrock

Goethe-University Frankfurt, Germany

The hierarchies debate in International Relations and
International Political Economy has so far failed to take
seriously the historical and contemporary experience of
African countries with pronounced colonial legacies.
Because of this, the fact that longstanding hierarchies are
systemic has not received enough attention. This was a
staple of debates around dependency and world systems
theory until the 1980s but their lessons have been largely
forgotten This article sets out to rectify this by
substantiating a systemic understanding of monetary and
financial hierarchies by focusing on the international
monetary system and domestic banking and finance in
Senegal. Two facets of systemic hierarchy come into
view. On the one hand, capitalist competition and trade
in commodities denominated in currencies requires a
lead currency as approximation of world money and
bestows systemic benefits and privileges on the
dominant economic and political power as its issuer. On
the other, the actors and practices of foreign finance
have worked as an extractive force, hardly to the benefit
of the broader population. Seen from Senegal, this
double-constraint acts as a key mechanism of
subordination. The restructuration and reorientation
towards domestic resource mobilization is essential but
has failed so far, because of the continuous reimposition
of systemic hierarchies that come with the international
monetary system and the extroverted nature of the
domestic financial and banking system.
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Dependent Monetary
Strategies in Latin America:
Between struggling for
autonomy and sub-regional
dominance

Johannes Jager!, Claes Belfrage?, Adriana
Nilsson?

1University of Applied Sciences BFl Vienna, Austria;
2University of Liverpool, UK

Over the past decades, Latin American countries have
experienced different and changing forms of monetary
dependency but also struggled for monetary autonomy.
These struggles have taken place against the background
of changing global financial structures, characterised by
an increasing importance of China. However, also within
Latin America there are important differences and
relations of dependency. Against this background,
different and competing forms of regional monetary
cooperation within the Mercosur and within ALBA have
emerged. The paper adopts a critical political economy
perspective and uses insights form dependency theory
and regulation theory to explain these developments. It
is concluded that different growth regimes are linked to
different monetary strategies. Moreover, given the
dependent character of development in Latin America,
the dynamics of class struggles within different countries
and the existence of regional sub-imperialist strategies
and struggles, regional monetary arrangements are
characterised by a high degree of instability.

Decolonizing Renewable Energy
Finance in Africa

Simone Claar?, Nomaswazi Mthombeni'?

lUniversity of Kassel, Germany; 2University of
Witswaterrand, South Africa

Even though the Corona pandemic has significantly
impacted our lives and changed life as we once knew it,
the impacts of climate change still continue to plague the
world. It is necessary to tackle the climate crisis: One way
is a shift from fossil fuel to renewable energy-focused
capitalism. The pandemic slowed down the process of
renewable energy (RE), but it is part of the international
'‘Building back better' strategy. We have complex
landscapes of RE financing programs and funds,
particularly in Africa. They aim to provide financial
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resources through equity or debt and rely starkly on the
capital market and development finance institutions.
Consequently, this has created and entrenched financial
dependencies on African economies. Our paper aims to
examine how RE funds foster dependencies between 'the
global north' and African economies, on one hand and on
the other, it explores the role that local African
stakeholders' play in the funds.

In order to do this, we engage with different theoretical
perspectives: International Political Economy (e.g., Cox
1981, Poulantzas, Katz-Rosene/Paterson  2018),
postcolonial ideas (e.g., Bartolovich/Lazarus 2002,
Chakrabarty 2011), and Nkrumah's (1965)
conceptualization of Neocolonialism. Methodically, the
analysis draws on a novel case of two funds namely: Actis
and ResponsAbility. We seek to get an in-depth
understanding of the continuity of dependencies through
financing RE projects on the African continent. Finally, we
attempt to develop some alternative ideas on how RE
funds can be decolonized and alternatives to its current
capital driven landscape.

RNO6_T08 02 |
Neoliberal hegemony
and domination

The “Submerged” and the
“Saved”: The Hegemony of
Neoliberal Culture and the
“Symbolic Violence” of the
State in Italy During the Covid-
19 Pandemic

Elena Gremigni
University of Pisa, Italy

The ongoing emergency situation caused by the Covid-19
pandemic has underlined the shortcomings of healthcare
systems that have undergone a progressive reduction in
funding by Western states. In these circumstances,
neoliberalism has clearly manifested itself at the
“superstructural” level in choices made through “political
acts intended to have effects in the social world”
(Bourdieu 1989-1992/2014: 10).

Departing from reflections by Gramsci and Bourdieu, this
presentation seeks to highlight how measures adopted

RNO6 | Critical Political Economy

during the pandemic presuppose a prevailing view of
citizens as tools: forced to work in conditions of risk, but
deprived of liberty in their free time. Political decrees
have generally been internalized by the ‘dominated’ as a
natural consequence of the health emergency, while
States continued to save money on public health by
avoiding the purchase of adequate quantities of effective
but expensive drugs that were accessible to the dominant
class.

Utilizing the “clue paradigm” method (Ginzburg 1979),
some sources will be examined in order to “unveil” the
ideological roots upon which they are based. In
particular, an attempt will be made to demonstrate how
the adoption of economic categories, like the term
“resource consuming” (SIAARTI 2020) in reference to
patients’ conditions in ltaly, represents a dangerous
aberration produced by the cultural hegemony of

In

neoliberalism. In this sense, the instrumental “ratio”
which aimed to distinguish “useless” old and disabled
persons from “useful” young workers seems quite similar
to the scientific management practices that led to the
elimination of certain categories of people in the past

(Bauman 1989).

Hegemony of Belt-tightening:
Case of Communal Services
Commercialisation in Ukraine

Alona Liasheva
University of Bremen, Germany

Since 2015 communal services in Ukraine were rapidly
commercialised. As a result the utility bills came to
comprise the larger part of the household budget for
both homeowners and tenants, negatively affecting their
(respective) quality of life. Such social changes produce
multiple  understandings of the reasons and
consequences of such reform varying from structured
and rationalistic demands of the IMF to pursue the
reform in order to develop Ukrainian economy to
conspiracy theories opposing these changes.

In this article | look at the normalisation of the neoliberal
policy doctrine prescribed by the IMF and the conflicts it
brings to. The following research question is posed: how
do everyday life practices of households legitimise and/or
oppose the reform? Through participatory observations,
in-depth interviews and social media analysis | show how
the established narratives and practices of individualised
coping strategies enable accumulation of capital by both
the foreign and domestic corporations.
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A 'Pandemic of Police Powers':
COVID-19, Authoritarian
Neoliberalism and the Police in
Britain

Malte Michael Laub

King's College London, United Kingdom

For billions of people, the restrictions and lockdowns
imposed by governments around the world following the
outbreak of COVID-19 in early 2020 meant massive
limitations to their daily lives. For British police officers,
the country’s Coronavirus Act 2020 meant one of the
largest expansions of their powers in peace times. Forces
did make immediate and extensive use of these powers -
so much so, that already in July 2020 the civil liberties
organisation Liberty diagnosed a 'pandemic of police
powers'.

By analysing the policing of the pandemic, this paper
makes two main contributions to our understanding of
(British) COVID capitalism:

Firstly, it shows that this expansion of police powers was
crucial to the management of British COVID capitalism
and has reinforced existing societal inequalities,
especially along colour-lines. Thereby it amplifed the
already unequal consequences of the pandemic.
Moreover, by framing (the discourse of) COVID-19 and
the appropriate response to it as problems of law and
order, the expansion of police powers has served to shift
blame for the high British infection and death rates onto
(allegedly) rule-breaking individuals and away from the
government.

Secondly, focussing on policing helps to demonstrate that
British COVID capitalism is not a break with previous
British (authoritarian) neoliberalism - despite minister's
committments to the end of austerity and massive public
spending. Indeed, the expanded role of the police in the
management of COIVD-19 is not only in line but enabled
by longer-term authoritarian reconfigurations of the
British state in the neoliberal era. Thus, to understand the
'pandemic of police powers', it is crucial to understand
the pivotal role of the police for British authoritarian
neoliberalism.
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Authoritarian Neoliberal
Governance of the US-Mexico
Border in the Trump
Administration

Monica Clua-Losada, Michelle Keck

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, United States of
America

In this paper we propose to advance an understanding of
Trump’s Border Wall project as a mode of authoritarian
neoliberal governance. We argue that US border policy,
and in particular the attempt to build a border wall, is an
example of the authoritarian neoliberal reorganization of
the state under the Trump administration. We do so by
examining how the border has developed into a site of
accumulation for transnational capital and
simultaneously as an insulator against opposition to
neoliberal policies. Furthermore, the border wall in itself
acts as an authoritarian populist way in which to frame
border policy more broadly. The paper will be organized
in three sections. First, we will offer a theoretical
discussion of the concepts of authoritarian neoliberalism
and authoritarian populism and how they can be used to
understand not just the Trump presidency, but more
specifically border policy during his term. Second, we will
focus on the project to build a border wall and argue that
the wall is an attempt to further develop the US-Mexico
border as a site of capital accumulation. Finally, we will
explore how the border wall, and immigration policy
more extensively, during the past 4 years has been an
effective populist mechanism to further insulate its
neoliberal agenda.
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RNO6_T09 01 |
Manufacturing, finance,
instability, and struggle

The Service Economy, The
Manufacturing Fetish And The
Limits Of Capitalist Wealth

Alexis Moraitis
Lancaster University, United Kingdom

The post-2008 era witnessed a revival of the
manufacturing fetish, the idea that manufacturing
constitutes the flywheel of growth that can remedy
stagnation and cure modern economies’ addiction to
finance. Across the Global North and South, voices are
calling for a reversal of the trend towards
deindustrialisation and for a revival of the manufacturing
sector. Yet while today deindustrialisation is met with
anxiety, in the 1930s and 1940s some economists not
only predicted deindustrialisation but saw in it a process
that would liberate humanity from the burdens of
industrial society and pave the way for a post-industrial
age based on material abundance and widespread
economic security. Nevertheless, far from delivering this
post-industrial utopia, deindustrialisation produced a
precarious economic order marked by dysfunctional
labour markets, economic stagnation and lost
development opportunities for the Global South. What
can be termed the Baumolian and Kaldorian frameworks,
attribute this precarious reality to the inability of the
service sector to replace manufacturing as a growth
engine given its technologically stagnant nature.
However, this paper argues that by focusing on the
technical composition of different sectors such views
miss a more fundamental social tension underpinning the
capitalist economy between technology, productivity and
wealth: while productivity-boosting  technological
innovations result in important increases in the material
output, in the long run they undermine the production of
the economic surplus that breathes life into the capitalist
economy. The waning dynamisms of contemporary
economies reveals limits beyond its sectoral composition
that can be located back to value itself, a form of wealth
that is peculiar to the capitalism.
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How Power-Relations of
Monetary and Fiscal Actors
Shaped Types of Austerity
in the UK and Germany in
the 1970s

Inga Rademacher
King's College, London, United Kingdom

The growth model approach focuses on macroeconomic
dynamics in the global economy while simultaneously
acknowledging the  differences of  economic
developments across economies. My paper applies this
new notion of macroeconomic dynamics and divergence
to moments of radical institutional change in developed
economies in the 1970s, but focuses on fiscal and
monetary institutions and analytically extending it to
institutional dynamics within the state. | argue that
capital mobility and power relations of fiscal and
monetary actors can contribute to radical but differing
institutional changes. Empirically, | assess this model
through a process tracing approach based on the British
and German macroeconomic shifts from Keynesianism to
monetarism in the 1970s which were heavily driven by
capital mobility but left the two economies with
significantly different outcomes (one export-oriented,
the other one finance oriented). | find that the
institutional development paths were shaped by
distribution of institutional power between the central
bank and fiscal actors. In Germany, the Bundesbank held
an asymmetric power position which ensured price
stability and implicitly mandated the distribution of fiscal
resources from consumption to exports. This was not the
case in the UK where the powerful Treasury stopped
overly ambitious increases in interest rate even under
Thatcher, facilitating and maintaining comparably higher
levels of consumption and consumer finance.
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What Happened In March?
Towards An Explanation Of The
Financial Market Instability And

'Recovery' Of Spring 2020
Marie Hyllested Meyle

(Previously) SOAS, University of London, United Kingdom

During spring 2020 financial markets went through a
dramatic couple of weeks with the fastest descent into a
bear market in history followed by a speedy ‘recovery’.
As this recovery began, the real economy went into
lockdown producing historic levels of jobless claims.
What caused this turbulence? This paper aims at
explaining what "really" happened in the US financial
markets during the COVID-crash by conducting a partial
conjunctural analysis using both descriptive statistics and
a qualitative reading of financial news. It identifies four
main elements to the event: i) a stock market crash, ii) a
liquidity crunch, iii) turbulence in the productive
economy and iv) unprecedented interventions by the
Federal Reserve. Examining the relations and different
temporalities of these elements, the analysis finds that
the pronounced gap between the ‘real’ economy and
financial markets was mainly caused by incredible
interventions by the Fed, which did not trickle down from
financial markets to the rest of the economy. Rather, this
episode demonstrates the increasing relative autonomy
of finance and the political nature of financial plumbing
and access to liquidity. Analysing the events through a
theoretical lens consisting of critical macro-finance,
financialisation and the relative autonomy of finance the
paper finds that the historic events of March and April
2020 highlight the distributional effects of central bank
independence and the continuation and expansion of the
post  2007-2009 crisis tendency of state-led
financialisation.
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Coronavirus And Class Struggle
- An Investigation Of
Employers' (Organisations'),
Trade Unions' And
Governmental Narratives
About Safety At Work In 2020

Julia Lux
Liverpool Hope University, United Kingdom

While 'essential workers' had to continue going to work
during all spikes of the Coronavirus pandemic, other
groups of workers were asked to work from home or
refrain from working entirely in the UK. The specific set
of support measures and development of the pandemic
soon led to discussion about public health versus 'the
economy' in which many business groups pushed for a
‘reopening' of the economy, while many trade unions
were hesitant about exposing their members to
increased risks of virus infection. In this paper, | trace and
investigate the arguments for and against easing of
lockdown restrictions as well as policy support in 2020. |
will compare and contrast three key parts of the British
economy, namely food delivery, hospitality (focussing on
pubs and restaurants), and schools.

RNO6_T09 02 |
Alternative political
economies

Diversity Beyond Capitalism In

Makerspaces
Olga Koretskaya

Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands

This paper critically examines how capitalist, alternative
capitalist and non-capitalist ontologies and practices are
negotiated in makerspaces, usually defined as places in
which people with interests in crafts, technology, design
and product development work on projects while sharing
ideas, equipment and knowledge. Makerspaces are seen
as exemplars of the makers movement which has
popularized ethos of active engagement with material
things and post-consumer identities. It encompasses
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small-scale craft and digital production that focuses
rather on low-investment, open-source innovation. The
existing scarce literature posits that makerspaces have
the potential to undermine the process of modern
capitalism, while prefiguring new economy based on
small scale, locally organized networks of manufacturers
and consumers. Yet very few scholars offer analysis of
makerspaces in connection to diversity beyond
capitalism. There is a lack of in-depth, case study work
that provides an understanding of potentials that lie
within makerspaces for the performance of collaborative,
more sustainable ‘other worlds’. In this paper, | employ
an extended framework of diverse economies which
understands capitalism not just as a form of socio-
economic organization, but also cultural and political
architecture. First | provide an overview of existing
literature that sheds light on ‘more-than-capitalist’
dimensions of makerspaces. Then | explore a case-study
of Keilewerf, a makerspace situated in Makers District in
Rotterdam, the Netherlands, disentangling how
capitalist, alternative capitalist or non-capitalist values of
makers co-exist and conflict with economic practices, as
well as knowledge production and relation with the state.

Take Back The Grid: Utility
Justice and Re-Municipalisation
During, And Beyond, Covid-19

Grace Brown
University of Glasgow, United Kingdom

Re-municipalisation sees privatised assets and services
brought back into public ownership, management, and
democratic control. A burgeoning epicentre of this trend
is the United States, where the Democratic Socialists of
America (DSA) are attempting to ‘take back the grid’
through the re-municipalisation of energy infrastructure
in cities such as New York, Chicago, and Washington D.C.
Central to the DSA’s campaigns are narratives of utility
justice. These narratives encompass a variety of
struggles; from demands related to decarbonisation and
a Green New Deal, to racial inequalities, housing
(in)security, and debates around democratic public
ownership. These struggles, and the demands of the
Public Power movement, have been crystallised during
the Covid-19 pandemic: not only did households spend
$6 billion more on power bills in 2020 than in 2019, but a
nationwide moratorium on utility shutoffs between
March and November 2020 would have seen Covid-19
infection rates reduced by 8.7%, and deaths by 14.8%.

Beyond Covid-19, extreme weather events and climate
change will have dramatic impacts on households and
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utility infrastructure, exemplified in the recent ‘Texas
Freeze.” Responding to these challenges, and the political
discourse upholding the primacy of fossil fuel interests,
requires drastic transformation through sustained
organising.

Drawing on a case study of New York’s Public Power
campaign, this paper examines how re-municipalisation
has emerged from decades of neoliberalisation. It
critically assesses how narratives of utility justice are
employed in campaigns for energy re-municipalisation,
and explores what these movements can offer for
broader activism and research seeking alternative,
emancipatory political economic models.

Re-municipalization of Urban
Water Services Between
Resistance and
Reappropriation: the case of
Naples, Italy

Gemma Gasseau

Scuola Normale Superiore, Italy

The Covid-19 crisis has on the one hand underlined the
importance of basic services for human life, including
water, if anything to wash hands; at the same time, it re-
opened the debate on the role of the state and whether
such services should be managed publicly or privately.
Re-municipalization of urban water services (RWS)
addresses such issues, as it provides a viable policy
alternative to the ongoing privatization of water services
enforced in the last thirty years.

The growing literature on RWS has thus far focused on
counting the cases of re-municipalization worldwide and
evaluating whether it is a trend or not, however little
attention has been posed to in-depth investigation of
particular cases. | aim at filling this gap by examining the
re-municipalization of water services in Naples, ltaly,
which took place in 2013 following a successful
referendum against water privatization promoted by a
national mobilization. While social movements studies
list such re-municipalization as a successful outcome, and
legal and economic studies evaluate its consequences, |
take instead a critical political economy approach,
centered on social reproduction theory and political
ecology, to look at re-municipalization as a process that
different social forces continuously try to shape.
Therefore, | will examine the transition in the mode of
governance: more specifically, to what extent the claims
of the water movement translated into the re-
municipalized company; how such company evolved in
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the following years and what influence it had on the
national and international level. The methods used are
qualitative, based on interviews with local policy makers
and activists, accompanied by content analysis on the
documents produced by such actors.

The Search for Real Utopias in
the Future of Care and Social
Reproduction

Julie Monroe, Judith Watson
Newcastle University, United Kingdom

The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted significant
inequalities in UK care provision. While women are less
likely to die from Covid-19 than men (Klein et al., 2020;
Wenham et al., 2020), they are more likely to undertake
unpaid care work (Andrew et al., 2020). An important
social policy issue that impacts labour market
participation negatively, unpaid work in the UK -
including childcare and adult care - has been valued at
£1.01tn, or 56% of GDP (ONS, 2016). This paper explores
the future of care and social reproduction through Erik
Olin Wright’s (2010) Real Utopias project. Drawing on
Wright’s example of non-profit services in the Quebec
social economy (day-care centres providing childcare and
eldercare home services), we respond to the author’s call
to diagnose obstructions in ‘the world of the actual’ in
order to create the context in which to explore ‘the world
of the possible’ (Wright, 2010, p. 34). We frame our
critique of the ‘world of the actual’ - where welfare
institutions like maternity and paternity benefits are key
factors limiting human flourishing - within feminist
political economy. A ‘regendering of care’ perspective
(Boyer et al., 2017; Longhurst, 2017) provides further
avenues for research. Using data from two recent
qualitative studies, we address the questions: what
should the future of care look like? And, which forms of
social reproduction should intensify and which should
change? The paper concludes by discussing the potential
for community and civil society organisations to provide
solutions in the UK context.

RNO6 | Critical Political Economy

RNO6_T10 01 |
Immovable Object?
Eurozone 'Design
Failures’ and the
"Question of Germany’

Wither German Fiscal
Conservatism in the EU?
NextGenerationEU and
Reconfigurations in the German
Power Bloc in the Corona Crisis

Etienne Schneider
University of Vienna, Austria

The NextGenerationEU recovery instrument will be based
on the EU’s new capacity to issue bonds on the financial
markets, a step which is widely considered as a major
breakthrough in European fiscal integration by
progressive and conservative commentators alike. This is
astonishing as Germany hitherto blocked or at least
deferred any steps towards a European fiscal union in the
ongoing negotiations over the reform of the institutional
architecture of the European Monetary Union. Against
this background, the paper explores in how far the
German power bloc has changed its position towards
European economic integration in light of the Corona
crisis, and which constellation of forces and interests is
driving Germany’s recent position-taking on European
economic integration. The paper addresses this question
through a historical-materialist policy analysis, based in
particular on regulation theory and materialist state
theory. Empirically, it is based on a qualitative analysis of
position papers as well as expert interviews with German
business associations, party representatives and ministry
officials in Germany. The main argument is that
Germany’s push for a common EU debt instrument does
not represent a fundamental paradigm shift within the
German power bloc, but indeed constitutes a defeat of its
‘hawkish’ fraction, particularly within the German finance
ministry. This shift occurs as part of an increasing
‘geopoliticization” of the German power bloc’s strategic
calculations regarding European economic integration,
evident also in major changes in its approach to EU
industrial and competition policy, significantly altering
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the premises of progressive transformative strategies
towards European economic integration.

Wrestling with Unevenness:
Global Rivalries, Corporate
Interests and German Industrial
Strategy

Julian Germann

University of Sussex

This paper offers a historical-materialist policy analysis of
Germany’s “National Industrial Strategy 2030”—an
ambitious agenda of state intervention that breaks with
ordoliberal orthodoxy and has been fiercely opposed by
organised capital. To explain how and why the German
state has advanced key aspects of the NIS 2030 despite
near-unanimous business opposition, the first section
places the initiative within the changing dynamics of
capitalist globalisation. From the theoretical lens of
“uneven and combined development”, | argue that the
twin challenge of a late industrialising China breaking into
advanced manufacturing, and US multinationals
financing and dominating a digital revolution, has yet to
be felt by major social forces in Germany, but is
contemplated as a serious threat in elite policy circles. In
lieu of strong societal support, the second section argues,
the German state has built upon structural and sectoral
divisions within the ranks of capital to expand its
regulatory capacities. It has mediated between big
business and the Mittelstand by retooling competition
policy, offering laxer regulation to the former and
enhanced protection from US digital giants to the latter.
And it has courted the electro-chemical and digital and
defence industry, promising more generous state aid in
the name of re-shoring value chains and restoring

Iu

technological “sovereignty” that business as a whole
views with alarm. The paper concludes that an
incremental re-articulation of state and corporate
interests may be in the making which, though far from a
Keynesian turn, opens up new room for progressive

forces.

RNO6 | Critical Political Economy

From Silent to Passive
Revolution: COVID-19, The
European Green Deal, Socio-
Ecological Transformation, and

the German Question
Magnus Ryner

King's College London, United Kingdom

This paper makes three propositions about three major
European Union initiatives developed in response to
COVID-19 and ecological crisis: the ECB Pandemic
Emergency Purchase Programme (PEPP), Next
Generation EU, and the European Green Deal. First, they
mark a new moment of EU crisis management, where
what Barroso called the ‘silent’ revolution gives way to a
Gramscian ‘passive’ revolution: Limitations to neoliberal
reform through what Naomi Klein called the ‘shock
doctrine’ is redressed through attempts to broaden the
base of the reform coalition ‘in a molecular fashion’.
Second, the question of passive revolution in the EU
should be posed in terms of Martin Nicolaus once called
the ‘universal contradiction’ between the projection of
hegemonic norms and the parochial interests entailed in
German regional leadership. The initiatives are not flash-
in-the-pan. They respond pragmatically to the long-term
situation of German capital and its domestic power bloc.
Third, in substantive terms the initiatives mark the
continuation of disciplinary neoliberalism. Nevertheless,
there are silver linings in the clouds for a project of
progressive socio-ecological transformation in terms of
form. The ruling power bloc finds it increasingly difficult
to keep governance depoliticized. This should be seized
upon by the European left.
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RNO6_T10 02 | Book
launch. Argumented
Exploitation: Al,
Automation and Work

A Marxist Account Of “Destiny
2”: Using Videogame
Production As A Case Study To
Explore Changes In
Contemporary Capitalism

Jamie Woodcock
The Open University, United Kingdom

Videogames are now a mainstream cultural
phenomenon. Titles like Grand Theft Auto V and
Cyberpunk 2077 have production budgets that rival
Hollywood films. The focus of this paper, Destiny 2, has
been played by an estimated 30 million people. It is an
online multiplayer first-person shooter that can be used
to draw out important dynamics of the videogames
industry. The complex production of the game required
the coordination of development studios, outsourcing
companies, publishers, and so on, but also relies on the
production of hardware and increasingly global chains of
logistics. What is less known is how these connections
between different kinds of labour and organisations are
developing as videogames become an increasingly
important commodity for contemporary capitalism.
Covid-19 has had an important twofold impact: both the
shifting of working relationships due to the pandemic,
along with a sharp increase in videogame and hardware
sales. By tracing the production of Destiny 2, particular
shifts in contemporary capitalism can be critiqued. These
include distinctions between immaterial and material
labour, management strategies, new exploitative work
practices, and forms of worker resistance. This is
important not only for understanding how videogame
production is changing, but also for examining the impact
of these changes for worker organising. Over the past few
years there has been a wave of game worker organising,
with new unions and worker networks forming in
different countries. The paper will reflect on how
resistance and struggle has been a key part of the
videogame industry and consider possible directions
today.

RNO6 | Critical Political Economy

Conceptualising Technology as
Class Agent in the Digitalised
Factory

Beatriz Casas Gonzdlez
ISF Miinchen / Hamburg University, Germany

The conflict between capital and labour in contemporary
labour processes (LPs) is increasingly mediated through
technology. In other words, class relations are, today
more than ever, technological relations. Thus, | argue, to
grasp domination in contemporary LPs - where it comes
from, how it acts, and how to resist it -, we need to
reconceptualise agency. That is, we have to rethink the
subject and their relations with other non-human actors
in the LP. Paraphrasing Burawoy*, “to restore the
subjective moment of labour and stress the ubiquitous
resistance of everyday life”, we not only need to
challenge the idea of “the subjectless subject” , but also
that of agencyless technology. This leads us to a
fundamental question, namely: how do digital
technology and workers become class agents through
their interaction in the LP?

In order to answer that question, | propose a conceptual
approach combining Labour Process Theory (LPT) and
Actor-Network-Theory (ANT). The present paper aims to
discuss the potentials and challenges of exploring
domination, agency, and class formation from this hybrid
perspective. In that sense, it conceptually expands on and
qualifies some aspects of my previous work** on
technology as a mediator of labour subjectivation.
*Burawoy, Michael. (1979): Manufacturing Consent:
Changes in the labor process under monopoly capitalism.
Chicago, University of Chicago Press

**Casas Gonzalez, Beatriz (2021): Automated and
Autonomous? Technology as Mediator in Labour
Subjectivation. In: Moore, Phoebe V. & Woodcock, Jamie
(Eds.): Augmented Exploitation. Artificial Intelligence,
Automation and Work. Pluto Press.
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Deepening Exploitation In The
Banking Labour Process:
Algorithmic Management,
Computerisation And
Teleworking.

Giorgio Boccardo, Valentina
University of Chile, Chile

The banking industry is undergoing an in-depth
transformation (Boccardo, 2021). The introduction of
new technologies, in particular algorithmic management
and digital platforms, is changing the banking labour
process. During the current COVID-19 pandemic, these
technological transformations accelerated and were
combined with teleworking.

The aim of this paper is to describe and analyse the
intensification of exploitation in the chilenan banking
labour process. First, the use of digital platforms and
algorithmic management to organise the banking labour
process is analysed. Second, risks of computerisation and
teleworking in banking occupations and tasks are
estimated. Finally, a conceptual framework is proposed
linking these transformations and the methods in which
exploitation is intensified in the banking labour process.
This research uses a mixed method design. The results
are based on: i) content analysis of 30 in-depth interviews
with workers, managers and union leaders -according to
gender and labour experience- from 3 large private
banks, 1 retail private bank and 1 insurance company in
Chile; ii) estimation of a risk model of computerisation
and teleworkability of occupations and tasks from the
National Employment Survey; iii) documentary analysis
of finance specialised press during 2018-2020.

The results show an increase in the intensity and modes
of exploitation within the financial industry that
challenge banking union resistances.

Boccardo, G. (2021). Can Robots Produce Customer
Confidence? Contradictions Among Automation, New
Mechanisms of Control and Resistances in the Banking
Labour Process