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Within the political economy academic community in Europe and beyond, CPERN has established itself as
one of the most central platforms for promoting and discussing critical political economy perspectives and
facilitating research aimed at understanding recent transformations of capitalism and capitalist societies.

CPERN consists of a lively community of scholars and activists in Europe and beyond and currently counts
over 3500 Facebook members, nearly 2500 followers on Twitter and 1500 subscribers to its mailing list.
CPERN members can use the various social media channels for scholarly exchanges, announcing new
articles and books, as well as calls for papers, job openings, PhD positions or research funding
opportunities. The CPERN board seeks to keep the mailing list and Facebook postings as non-intrusive as
possible by ensuring that social media is exclusively used for and by CPERN members, rather than
commercial publishers or conference organisers.

In the period 2019-2021, the Critical Political Economy Research Network (CPERN) has organised a range
of successful conferences and panel sessions.

CPERN Board 2021-2024 (all board members continue in post from the previous board, 2019-21)

Chair: David J. Bailey, Senior Lecturer in Politics at the University of Birmingham, UK
Vice-chair: Yuliya Yurchenko, Senior Lecturer in Political Economy, University of Greenwich

Board Members:
Bernd Bonfert, Cardiff University
Alona Lyasheva, Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv

Owen Worth, Senior Lecturer, University of Limerick

Advisory Board 2019-2021

e Monica Clua Losada (The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, USA)
e Bastiaan van Apeldoorn (VU University Amsterdam, the Netherlands)



e Dorothee Bohle (Central European University, Hungary)
e lan Bruff (University of Manchester, UK)

e Jan Drahokoupil (University of Mannheim, Germany)

e Eva Hartmann (University of Lausanne, Switzerland)

e Laura Horn (Roskilde University, Denmark)

e Martijn Konings (University of Sydney, Australia)

e Phoebe V. Moore (University of Leicester)

¢ Magnus Ryner (Oxford Brookes University, UK)

e Susanne Soederberg (Queen’s University, Canada)

e Angela Wigger (Radboud University, the Netherlands)

Activities 2019-2021

CPERN Mid-Term Workshop

CPERN organised the Mid-Term Workshop, titled “What’s Next? Critical Political Economy at the End of
Neoliberalism?” from 19 to 20 June 2020. This was initially planned to take place at the University of
Limerick, but due to Covid-19 it was moved online and took place via zoom (see our Call for Papers below).

The workshop included 62 papers, organized into 17 sessions.







Early Career Scholar Writing Workshop

On the day before the 2020 CPERN workshop we held a writing workshop for early career scholars (PhD
students and recently completed PhDs). This was an opportunity for those working on attempts to secure
their first publication. Participants were paired with a more established scholar in the field of critical
political economy, in order to receive detailed feedback with the goal of facilitating the writing and
publication process.

The workshop included papers given by 9 early career scholars, with several of the papers included in the
workshop already having gone on to be published in journals, including in Globalizations and Industrial
Relations Journal.

CPERN Monthly Online Workshops



As part of adapting to the pandemic and lockdowns, we began to hold monthly CPERN workshops on the
zoom platform. The first one took place in January 2021, and are now ongoing. During the 2019-21 period,
the following monthly workshops took place:

January 2021

February 2021

March 2021

April 2021

May 2021

June 2021

July 2021

A Critical Political Economy of the Populist Right, After Trump?

Owen Worth (University of Limerick), Monica Clua-Losada (University of Texas — Rio
Grande Valley), Yuliya Yurchenko (University of Greenwich)

A critical political economy of the European Union under covid capitalism

Laura Horn (Roskilde University), Muireann O’Dwyer (University of St. Andrews), Etienne
Schneider (University Vienna)

A critical political economy of disruption and resistance

Alke Jenss (Arnold-Bergstraesser-Institut), Clemence Fourton (Sciences Po Lille), Nikolai
Huke (University of Kiel), Alona Lyasheva (Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv)

Neoliberal transformations and the state, before and after Covid

Adriano Cozzolino (University of Campania “L. Vanvitelll”), Davide Monaco (University of
Manchester), Aleksandra Pileti¢ (University of Amsterdam)

Comparing (covid) capitalisms: forefronting crises, conflicts and contradictions in critical
political economy

lan Bruff (University of Manchester), Reecia Orzeck (lllinois State University), Jana Bacevic
(Durham University)

Climate Catastrophe and the Capitalist State

Andrea Brock (University of Sussex), Oscar Berglund (University of Bristol), Madelaine
Moore (Bielefeld University)

Covid responses and the threat to Higher Education (co-hosted with EAEPE, SASE,
ESA CPERN, BISA IPEG, and IIPPE)

Charlie Dannreuther (Leeds University), Henry Giroux (McMaster University),
Laura Horn (Roskilde University), Sam Dallyn (Leicester Business School)



ESA Biennial Conference 2021

The CPERN call for papers for the ESA Biennial Conference in Barcelona/Zoom, held from 31 August to 3
September 2021, was sent out under the title Covid Capitalism: advancing critical political economy,
accelerating progressive alternatives. See below the CfPs. We included 81 papers, organized in 22 sessions
(including the Business Meeting). We also co-hosted one of the semi-plenaries, Semi-Plenary 02:
"Alternative Futures Beyond Neoliberalism: Inside and Outside of the European Union", at which Toni
Haastrup and Angela Wigger spoke.




CPERN Website, Mailing list, Twitter and Facebook

CPERN thrives through its active and inspiring community of scholars and activists, collaborations with
other organisations and welcomes future cooperation with other ESA Research Networks. All the CPERN
activities are communicated through the website, mailing list, our Facebook page, or Twitter.




We currently count more than 3500 Facebook members, nearly 2500 followers on Twitter and 1500
subscribers to our mailing list. CPERN members can use the various social media channels for scholarly
exchanges, announcing new articles and books, as well as calls for papers, job openings, PhD positions or
research funding opportunities. The CPERN board seeks to keep the mailing list and Facebook postings as
non-intrusive as possible by ensuring that social media is exclusively used for and by CPERN members,
rather than commercial publishers or conference organisers.

Publications

CPERN editorial board co-authored a publication in the European Sociologist, titled: ‘Covid-19, Critical
Political Economy, and the End of Neoliberalism?’. This can be found here:
https://www.europeansociologist.org/issue-45-pandemic-impossibilities-vol-1/political-economy-and-
politics-covid-19-critical-political

Finance

For the 2019 period, we were allocated received €2.660 euros from the ESA - €2.000 generic support, of
the ESA 2018 grant and €660 from the RN membership fees.

The funding we had received from the ESA was transferred directly to the University of Greenwich.

Due to Covid-19 there was less need for spending and so most of the money was spent on supporting
registration costs for those on low incomes or without institutional support, for attendance at the 2021
ESA conference (RNO6 stream participants).

The breakdown of spending is as follows:

Income Expenditure

€2660 £1288.74 ESA registration costs (9 participants)

£99 CPERN website hosting costs

TOTAL: € 1,619.75/£1387.74

Balance: €1040.25 (in credit)



As we have two mid-term workshops scheduled before the next ESA conference (due to the extended
cycle by one year), we can use this remaining credit to help fund attendance at the next two mid-term
workshops.



