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Sociological
Knowledges For
Alternative Futures

We live in a globalised world where emergencies and
hybridities arise from several challenges posed by climate
change, sustainable development, violent conflicts,
forced mass migration, and now also new health threats.
Social inequalities (gender, class, age, ethnic, racialised,
religion, territorial, embodied, etc.) are constantly
reshaped by those challenges. Sociological research is
analysing them as well as the actions designed to
overcome such inequalities. Younger generations
especially mobilise and develop solidarities, engaging in
social movements focused around topics such as climate
change and human rights. Those social movements are
being studied and reflected upon in sociological research,
contributing to other ways of seeing and building society.
In a context of pandemic due to the new Coronavirus,
discussion about alternative futures is especially
relevant. Across Europe we witness an array of actions,
that range from utilitarian to humanistic approaches,
which have made many people rethink solidarity,
democracy and the search for more egalitarian, just and
better environments which can sustain satisfactory and
flourishing lives. Fighting social inequalities and
protecting natural environments are seen not as
contradictory but mutually reinforcing. Citizens want to
decide which paths to take to achieve such goals, and
sociological knowledge provides key analyses about
which  actions might contribute to practical
accomplishments and which will not. In pandemic times
of global crisis, closing borders, restricted mobilities, and
growing unemployment, sociological knowledge can help
to develop institutions able to cope with different risks
and practical issues. We believe that the sociological
imagination has a big role to play in rethinking
alternatives for the future, starting from solid scientific
knowledge and working outwards from it.

How can we build sociological knowledge to face so many
challenges? This is a pertinent question at a time of “fake
news” and “post-truth”, when scientific expertise is
frequently brought into question. The distinction
between knowledge and opinion becomes blurred.
Therefore now is the time to discuss how sociology offers
better understanding and relevant knowledge to improve
society. Populist and authoritarian politics gain even
more power and attention, undermining democracy in
multiple parts of the globe. The complex relations
between centres and peripheries, understood in a global
perspective, must be explored, and the social
implications of the use of technological tools in a digital

era must be identified and applied, so as to imagine and
create other futures.

We know that gatekeepers do not always recognise the
relevance of sociological knowledge for society,
postponing dedicated funding programmes and not
providing enough resources to generate bridges between
the contexts of knowledge production and application.
However, today citizens are demanding to see how
research in all scientific fields is contributing to the
improvement of their lives, and the social sciences are
well positioned to account for those contributions.

In @ moment of emergency, when we should join up all
our various efforts, we invite colleagues to share and
discuss recent research concerning all areas of society,
with a view to building alternative futures together in the
ESA 2021 conference in the vibrant city of Barcelona. We
encourage sociologists, and social scientists more
generally, from Europe and beyond, to feed the scientific
discussion with fresh data, thoughts and ideas, and to
contribute sociological knowledge which envisions and
builds alternative futures. Approaches to these problems
from different methodological frameworks (qualitative,
quantitative, mixed methods, experimental, etc.) will be
most welcome. Barcelona will be a place for joint work,
dialogue and networking, focusing on multiple future
possibilities.

The construction of new epistemic communities is a
crucial step towards creating alternative futures. We
count on you to think about and practice new ways of
overcoming the complex social challenges of our time!
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Types of Sessions

During the 15th ESA conference, different talks or
debates will take place in which, depending on its
characteristics, we have called it by other names in order
to organize and simplify. While Research Network and
Research Stream sessions cover the immense variety of
sociological inquiry, Plenary, Semi-Plenary, Midday and
Evening specials and Fringe Events offer the opportunity
to engage in core debates. All session formats will include
time for open discussion. Coming up next, we will make a
brief explanation about the variety of sessions:

Plenaries (P) address the main conference theme. They
take place in the evenings (Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday).

Semi-Plenaries (SPs) discuss the main conference theme
from the viewpoint of different fields of research. They
promote discussion between speakers, next to that with
participants. SPs are based on proposals made by the ESA
Research Networks and the Executive Committee. This
time, two of them were open for abstract submission.
Midday / Evening (MD / EV) specials cover topics which
are relevant for sociology as a discipline and/or for the
day-to-day work of sociologists. They are offered at
lunchtime (on Wednesday) and in the evening (on
Thursday).

Research Network (RN) sessions feature research papers
submitted in response to the Call for Papers. The majority
of sessions are organised by ESA's 37 Research Networks.
RNs are open to all ESA members. All RNs hold a business
meeting at the conference (this time on Thursday, Sep 02,
in the evening after the last regular session). New
members are cordially invited to join one or several RNs
of their choice. Note that many RNs organise Joint
Sessions (JS), which are the union between two RN.
Research Stream (RS) sessions are made by sociologists
from several European countries who come together to
organise sessions on specific sociological topics. RSs are
self-organised bodies with a loose structure which is
determined by the researchers who join the stream.
While some RSs regularly organise sessions at ESA
conferences, others offer adhoc sessions around spur-of-
the-moment topics.

Session codes:

Regular sessions are sorted by the number of Research
Network (RNO1 to RN37), Joint Session (JS_RNO1_RN13
to JS_RN35_RN37) and Research Stream (RSO1 to RS19).

Numbers after the underline character indicate in which
timeslot the session took place:

_01 Wednesday 1 Sep 2021 10:45-12:15
_02 Wednesday 1 Sep 2021 12:30-14:00
_03 Wednesday 1 Sep 2021 15:30-17:00
_04 Wednesday 1 Sep 2021 17:15-18:45
_05 Thursday 2 Sep 2021 9:00-10:30
_06 Thursday 2 Sep 2021 10:45-12:15
_07 Thursday 2 Sep 2021 13:45-15:15
_08 Thursday 2 Sep 2021 17:15-18:45
_09 Friday 3 Sep 2021 10:45-12:15

_10 Friday 3 Sep 2021 12:30-14:00

_11 Friday 3 Sep 2021 16:00-17:30

10
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Plenary 1

Chaired by Marta Soler-Gallart, ESA President

Science, Technology, and 21st
Century Democracy

Nelson, Alondra

White House Office of Science and Technology Policy;
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, USA

Biography

Dr. Alondra Nelson serves as the inaugural Deputy
Director for Science and Society in the White House
Office of Science and Technology Policy. In this role, she
brings social science expertise, including attention to
issues of social inequality, explicitly into the work of
Federal science and technology strategy and policy.

Dr. Nelson is also Harold F. Linder Chair and Professor at
the Institute for Advanced Study, an independent
research center in Princeton, NJ. She was president of the
Social Science Research Council, an international
research nonprofit from 2017-2021. She was previously
professor of sociology at Columbia University, where she
also served as the inaugural Dean of Social Science.

Dr. Nelson’s research contributions are situated at the
intersection of political and social citizenship, on the one
hand, and emerging science and technology, on the
other. Dr. Nelson connects these dimensions in a range
of widely acclaimed publications, including, most
recently, The Social Life of DNA.

Dr. Nelson is a member of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, the American Academy of Political and
Social Science, the American Philosophical Society, and
the National Academy of Medicine.

Plenary 1

Inventing the Future

Mayor Zaragoza, Federico

President of the European Center for Peace and
Development Council of the United Nations and former
Director-General of UNESCO

Biography

Federico Mayor Zaragoza is President of the European
Center for Peace and Development Council of the United
Nations. He is the founder and President of the
Foundation for a Culture of Peace and has served as
Director-General of UNESCO for twelve years. Mayor
Zaragoza is a renowned scientist, scholar, politician,
diplomat, and poet. He has been a professor at different
Spanish universities, rector of the University of Granada,
Chair of the European Research Council Expert Group
(ERCEG), and Co-founder of the Spanish High Council for
Scientific Research. He also holds an extensive career as
a diplomat and politician. He was Co- chair of the High-
Level Group for the “Alliance of Civilizations” and served
as Spanish Minister of Education and Science. He is an
honorary member of several scientific societies and a
member of different academies, among them the World
Academy of Art and Science.
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Plenary 2

Chaired by Chair of the Conference
Ferro, Ligia

Time And Liminality In

Migratory Contexts
El Harras, Mokhtar

Mohammed V University, Morocco

In this paper, we approach time as a central variable in
migrants’ lives. We intend to show how migration
provides the possibility to be involved in multiple time
cultures, to experiment a diversity of temporal rhythms,
and discordant temporalities which do have disruptive
effects on migrants who increasingly face the challenge
of transiting from one time to another, and experience
the tension and difficulties of temporal coordination.

As marginalized beings from mainstream societies, they
confront temporal disjuncture and disharmony between
their expectations and reality. If we add to that the work
instability, mobility uncertainty as to the duration of
residence and next destination, we may then understand
their feeling of not controlling their own time as well as
their decreasing power in planning their future.

Mostly, migration implies a liminal period of waiting in
border posts, at embassies and migratory offices in order
to legally regulate the duration of stay, or to transit to
another country. At this level, the concept of rite de
passage seems suitable, because everyone involved is in
liminal phase, between his actual situation and an
objective to attain.

Moreover, the in-between state is characterized by
indeterminacy, ambiguity and hybridity. In face of the
Unknown and in a situation of weak ‘time sovereignty’,
migrants try to establish new temporal routines, adopt
strategies to mitigate risks, discover new opportunities
and make new plans to adjust to unstable temporalities.

Plenary 2

Biography

Mokhtar El Harras is a professor of Sociology at
Mohammed V University in Rabat. He was a scientific
committee member of the program “50 years of Human
Development in Morocco”. Currently he is a member of
the Hespéris Tamuda review board. He is also a member
of the Board of Trustees of the Arab Council for the Social
Sciences. He also assumes the co-coordination of the
Fatema Mernissi Chair. He was an active member in many
national and international research projects and
programs. He is the author of numerous articles and book
chapters on rural development, rural women, youth,
family, international and transnational migration,
qualitative methods in social sciences, media Sociology,
public space, and the image of the “other”. Among the
books published are: Tribe and Power in Northern
Morocco (1989, Rabat, CNCPRST), Fertility and Culture
(1996, Beirut, Dar Attalia, in collaboration with D.
Bensaid), Women in decision-taking positions (2008,
Tunis, KAWTAR), Youth and Media in Morocco (2011,
Rabat, Editions Maghrébines).
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Unfolding Human Agency: The
Case Of Grassroots Romani
Women

Kostic Cisneros, Rosamaria Elisabeth
Coventry University, United Kingdom

The EU recognizes that Roma is the most marginalized
cultural community in Europe. The Roma issues are also
marginalized even in the scientific studies about cultural
groups. Furthermore, Romani women are marginalized
even in women and gender studies. The result are
opaque lenses that prevent science and society from
seeing the deep transformations that the Roma feminist
movements are creating in their community and in
society. The worst consequence is that science and
society are full of racist and sexist stereotypes about us.
Romani feminism is one of the most important forces of
transformation that has taken place in Europe in the last
three decades. After centuries of being double or triple
silenced, Roma women have been raising their voice,
their concerns and creating their own spaces and
discourses challenging long standing prejudices and
stereotypes. Grassroots associations like the Drom Kotar
Mestipen (Barcelona, Spain) are just examples of how
non-academic Romani women are getting organized,
unfolding the full potential of human agency and
transforming many oppressive structures, for instance,
through deeply Roma women revolutionary international
congresses. Amidst this context, new masculinities are
also an emerging field of study and action led by many
Roma men who are walking side by side with women to
fight against any type of violence or subordination.
Taking these analyses into consideration, | will argue how
the advancement of sociological theory, and more
particularly, sociology of gender could be much beneficial
acknowledging these new and nearly not explored real
utopias.

Plenary 2

Biography

Rosamaria Cisneros is a Roma sociologist, curator, dance
historian and critic, Romani scholar, and peace activist.
She graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison
and got a Master’s degree in dance history and criticism.
She also has a minor in Curriculum and Instruction from
the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque. She
earned her doctorate in Sociology from the University of
Barcelona. The PhD entitled "Transferability of Successful
Educational Actions of the Roma Women to the plural
European Contexts" placed the Romani Women’s
Association Drom Kotar Mestipen at the centre of this
academic investigation.

Cisneros was and is involved in various EU-funded
projects from Framework Programmes of Research.
Related to them, she spoke in the Headquarters of the
European Parliament. She sits on several boards such as
the Roma Coventry Project, GRT Police Association (UK),
Drom Kotar Mestipen-Romani Association of Women
(Spain). She is also a Research Fellow at Coventry
University in the UK.
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Exit: The New Social Question

Faist, Thomas
Bielefeld University, Germany

The opening of The Communist Manifesto (1848) by Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels reads: “A specter is haunting
Europe—the specter of communism” . Communism and
the proletariat were held to be the gravediggers of the
capitalist system. About 150 years later, Michael Hardt
and Antonio Negri claimed in their monumental study,
Empire (2000): “A specter haunts the world and it is the
specter of migration”. Have we moved from the social
question, the conflict between capital and labour around
unsustainable inequalities, to a cultural question, with
migration and migrants as the utopian agents of our
time? Has exit in the form of migration trumped the voice
of class-based social movements? Has politics around the
social question—the politicization of social inequalities—
moved from exploitation to exclusion, from class to
culture, from redistribution to recognition? This lecture
addresses the implications of migration for political
cleavages in emigration and immigration contexts. The
argument is that exit complements voice in two ways.
First, the social question changed its shape over the past
200 years with the advent of welfare states, sophisticated
migration controls, the growing relevance of class
intersecting other heterogeneities, such as ethnicity, race
(racialization), religion, gender, or citizenship, and the
growing pluralization of theories guiding political action.
Second, the dynamics driving migration politics can be
discerned in the politics around the economic and the
cultural dimensions in both immigration contexts
(welfare paradox and liberal paradox) and emigration
contexts (development paradox and national paradox).

Plenary 2

Biography

Thomas Faist (PhD, New School for Social Research) is
Professor of Transnational, Migration and Development
Sociology at Bielefeld University in Germany. He directs
the Center on Migration, Citizenship and Development
(COMCAD). Thomas Faist has contributed to ongoing
debates about citizenship, transnationality, migration
and social policy in Europe and beyond. He has authored
and co-authored numerous books including The
Transnationalized Social Question: Migration and the
Politics of Social Inequalities in the Twenty-First Century
(2019), Disentangling Migration and Climate Change
(2016), Transnational Migration (2013), as well as
Citizenship: Discourse, Theory and Transnational
Prospects (2007), and Dual Citizenship in Europe (2007).
Thomas Faist is a member of the North Rhine-
Westphalian Academy of Sciences, Humanities and the
Arts.

14



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

Plenary 3: Sociological
knowledges for

sustainable futures

Chaired by Chair of the LOC
Sordé, Teresa

Connecting Practices: Large
Topics In Society And Social

Theory
Shove, Elizabeth

Lancaster University, United Kingdom

The text outlining the theme of the ESA 2021 conference
‘Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures’
promises to engage with pressing challenges including
sustainable development, migration and threats to
health. It also makes claims about the importance of
Sociological knowledge for understanding and improving
society.

In this talk | resist some of these assumptions. Rather
than supposing that Sociology provides ‘analyses’ to
inform the ‘actions’ that citizens and policy makers might
take, and from which ‘alternative futures’ might spring, |
restate the claim that social practices, and combinations
of them, can and should be the focus of Sociological
conceptualization and analysis.

This changes the agenda. If we view contemporary global
problems as aspects and outcomes of relations and
connections between social practices, new and different
questions arise. How do practices extend across space
and time? How do forms of connectivity develop and
change and how do these dynamics produce uneven
textures of advantage? In working through the
implications of these ideas and in doing so with reference
to a selection of empirical examples (trends in obesity,
carbon emissions, plastic particles, the accumulation of
wealth) | hope to provoke some debate about what
Sociology has to offer and where its contribution lies.

Plenary 3

Biography

Elizabeth Shove is Professor of Sociology at Lancaster
University. She is best known for her work on social
theories of practice, including The Dynamics of Social
Practice with Matt Watson and Mika Pantzar (2012) and
for bringing a distinctive approach to bear on questions
of consumption and demand. Elizabeth led the DEMAND
(Dynamics of Energy, Mobility and Demand) Research
centre from 2013-2018. The core proposition that energy
is used not for its own sake but in the course of
accomplishing social practices at home, at work and in
moving around underpinned the Centre’s research, and
helped generate new and sometimes challenging ways of
thinking about these topics. Books arising from that work
include The Nexus of Practices (2017); Infrastructures in
Practice  (2018); Energy Fables (2019) and
Conceptualising Demand (2020).

Elizabeth is part of a group working on Practice Theory at
Lancaster, thinking about how social practices connect
and change together, and about the relevance of these
ideas for debates about health and wellbeing, economic
sociology and social inequality. Elizabeth has a visiting
position at the University of Helsinki at the Centre for
Consumer Society Research.
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Forms Of Sustainability/
Sustainability Of Forms.
Sociology, Critique And

Form(s) Of Life

Pellizzoni, Luigi
University of Pisa, Italy

The ecological crisis, understood as a broad recognition
of a systemic problem with the relationship between
(western/industrial) society and its biophysical milieu, is
about fifty years old. Three master narratives have
marked this time span, implying different
understandings of sustainability. The ‘limits to growth’
was the first. Sustainability meant stopping growth and
turning to a stationary economy. The second emerged in
the 1980s, as ‘growth of limits’, in the sense of receding
into the horizon thanks to the ever-increasing eco-
efficiency of the economy. Sustainability took then its
official formulation. The third has arisen in the 2000s, as
‘internalization of limits’. The blurring of distinctions like
nature/technology, real/virtual, language/matter,
control/resilience, makes sustainability to effectively
coincide with the progress of techno-capitalism, as
confirmed by the emergent response to (and the very
origin of) the Covid-19 pandemic. In these
circumstances, to exert a role as knowledge that
matters, sociology should address a methodological and
a substantive issue. First, against claims about the
exhaustion of critique, it should clarify to which account
of critique it subscribes. I'll make a case for a specific one,
as suited to the challenge of the present. Second, it
should focus on current enactments of such critique as a
radical reframing of sustainability. To this purpose, I'll
argue that a key analytical lens is offered by a likewise
specific account of the concept of ‘form(s) of life’ — a
notion recently witnessing a resurgence in interest. Such
an account may help detect most promising expressions
of social effervescence and directions for institutional
change.

Plenary 3

Biography

Luigi Pellizzoni is professor of Sociology of the
environment at the University of Pisa, Italy. He has taught
at the Universities of Trieste, IUAV Venice and the
International School for Advanced Studies (ISAS). Recent
visits include the Centre for the Study of Environmental
Change (CSEC), Lancaster University, UK. Appointments
comprise a two-term service in the ESA Executive
Committee ESA (2011-2015). He has an extensive record
of research at international level and authored about 140
publications. His theoretical and empirical interests are
located at the intersection of environmental challenges,
techno-science advancement and the transformation of
governance. In the last years he has been developing a
research program on the reciprocal affections of novel
takes on materiality and the governmental rationality of
late capitalism, results of which are accounted for in
articles, book chapters and the book Ontological Politics
in a Disposable World: The New Mastery of Nature
(Routledge, 2016). He is presently working on new social
mobilizations, post-work, anticipatory governance and
alternative ways of relating with the world. He is the
coordinator of the research group and community of
discussion “Politics Ontologies Ecologies”.
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SPO1 | Yes Means Yes
Only With Freedom To
Consent

Organised & Chaired by ESA President
Soler-Gallart, Marta

Sociology related to areas such as gender, language, and
violence has provided scientific knowledge that
contributes to reducing coercive relationships and to
increasing freedom in sexual-affective relationships.
Nowadays, and especially after the “me too” aftermath,
society faces new challenges that require additional
developments for alternative futures. In the area of
consent, professionals from different fields, such as law,
gender, communication are debating on human
interaction that produces consent while defining which
are the conditions that coerce.

So far, debates about consent have been focused on
verbal language, for example, “no means no,” or
“anything less than yes is no”. However, the "no means
no" statement is quite erroneous because it is
incomplete. "Only yes means yes" is also insufficient
because “yes”, is actually “no” when it is not said under
conditions of freedom. We need to move towards
removing coercive discourse from the “yes” so that it be
said in full freedom. This semi-plenary contributes
knowledge to advance towards enabling “yes” in full
freedom. For that, three conditions are needed: 1) to
approach speech acts, power interactions and coercive
speech; 2) to address revictimization, which limits
consent; 3) to analyse the need to legislate Second Order
of Sexual Harassment (SOSH). There is no consent if
there are no spaces free of any violence.

The speakers will present most recent results of a new
line of research, which places the problem and the
solution in communicative acts, rather than only speech
acts. They will also tackle institutional power and
interactive  power, which determine coercive
relationships in different spaces, such as companies,
artistic career, or academia.

SPO1 | Yes Means Yes Only With Freedom To Consent
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Legal Advances Towards Free
Relationships: A View On The
Pioneer Legislation Of The

Second Order Violence (SOV)

Miller, Katharina
European Women Lawyers Association (EWLA), Belgium

Sexual assault is a problem affecting everyone in
different contexts, across countries and cultures.
Research in a variety of areas connect sexual violence
with the lack of properly addressing consent in intimate
relatioplnships. Facing this reality, much consideration
has been raised along with the debate on approaching
sexual violence also from the legal world. In fact, there
are situations that evidence this reality. Gang rapes
occurred in different parts of the world and placed the
issue of consent on an unprecedented media and social
scale. The challenge consisting on articulating sexual
abuse, aggression and rape on the basis of consent,
requires the analysis of current legislations while
increasing the effort to comprehend victim’s willing on
engaging in any sexual encounter.

Drawing on this, the first speaker of this semi-plenary
contributes knowledge to advance towards enabling an
affirmative consent in conditions of full freedom, from
addressing the legal understanding of sexual consent
while considering overcoming revictimization and
second order violence, which restrict freedom and
consent. In this line, Professor Miller will provide a
comparative overview of how different EU member
states handle second order violence. In fact, the Catalan
Parliament recently approved the inclusion in current
legislation of the Second Order Violence (SOV) as "the
violence, backlash, humiliations and persecutions
against the people who support the direct victims of
gender violence". As there is not SOV legislation on EU
level, she will emphasize from a legal perspective about
the importance of legislating consent and SOV to prevent
both sexual harassment and revictimization.

SPO1 | Yes Means Yes Only With Freedom To Consent

Biography

Katharina Miller is the President of the European Women
Lawyers Association (EWLA) and a member of the
Commission on European Union Law and International
Law of the German Association of Women Jurists (DJB).
She holds a degree in Economics and Law (University of
Greifswald, 2004 and 2006) and a master's degree in
European Union Law (Universities of Luxembourg and
Strasbourg, 2007). She is a Non-Executive Member of
various corporate boards with extensive legal experience
and with expertise in Compliance & Ethics and Women
Rights, being a qualified lawyer in Germany and Spain.
She is known by the Boards of Directors of the IBEX35 for
her impulse in the management of gender diversity in the
boards of directors and the economic and social
empowerment of women. She is Delegate for Spain and
the EU to the W20 and Advisory Board Member for the
Berkeley Center on Comparative Equality and Anti-
Discrimination Law.
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‘Only Yes Means Yes’. From
Speech Acts To Communicative

Acts In Consent
Puigvert, Lidia

Universidad de Barcelona, Spain

Despite strong efforts to address violence against
women and the progress achieved so far, gender
violence and sexual harassment are still huge challenges
of our current society. Facing this reality, some aspects
have to be deepen approached. At the basis of consent
it raises the analysis of communicative acts (those
including non-verbal communication in addition to the
verbal speech acts) from the type of language used on
people interactions. As language takes place through
interactions and gender violence may happen in
everyday contexts, specific communicative acts may
permit or avoid such situations of violence. The
theoretical background, based on women's studies and
sociology, departs from Puigvert's conceptual
framework on language and gender violence in order to
analyse concrete factors which base consent on the
intention of the act, while giving voices to survivors and
contributing to prevent harassment and abuse.

In this line, Dr. Puigvert will provide insights from the
sociological perspective by presenting the most recent
results of a new line of research, which places the
problem and the solution in communicative acts, rather
than only speech acts. Under this framework, this
conference also deepens on the analysis of
communicative acts for ensuring consent, focusing on
sexual freedom and the context under which consent
can neither be asked for nor conceived. Lidia will also
tackle institutional power and interactive power, which
determine coercive relationships in different spaces,
such as companies or academia, while emphasizing on
the need to create awareness on the urgent need of
achieving free consent without coercion.

SPO1 | Yes Means Yes Only With Freedom To Consent

Biography

Lidia Puigvert is professor of Sociology at the University
of Barcelona, and Affiliated member of the Centre for
Community, Gender and Social Justice at the Institute of
Criminology, University of Cambridge. She is a feminist
author internationally known for her theoretical
contribution to dialogic feminism and to the prevention
of gender based violence. She is co-author of the book
“Women and social transformation” with Judith Butler
and Elisabeth  Beck-Gernsheim, besides many
publications in top-ranked journals such as Violence
Against Women or Journal of Mixed Methods Research.
She has participated in research funded under the
European Commission Framework Programme (FP5, FP6,
and FP7) and most recently in the H2020 project PROTON
on preventing organized crime and terrorist networks.
She is currently leading a competitive study, funded by
the Spanish Ministry of Science, about Sexual Consent in
different space.
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SP02 | Alternative
Futures Beyond
Neoliberalism: Inside and
Outside of the European

Union

Organised by RNO6 - Critical Political Economy
& RN32 - Political Sociology

Chaired by David J. Bailey, University of
Birmingham; Pauline Cullen, Maynooth
University

The global pandemic has revealed the inherent
structural, material and embodied violence of neoliberal
capitalism. We need alternative futures. The EU and its
member states have responded with a form of crisis
management that may have delivered reprieve for some,
but has also exacerbated inequalities. This requires not
only scholarly scrutiny but also alternative solutions able
to attract political support from various constituencies.
This semi-plenary focuses especially on the EU in order
to consider how its role as an internal and external actor
affords, or prevents, an alternative future.

1) Inside the EU

The political economy of the EU has systematically
(re)produced a debt-driven model of neoliberal growth.
The recent EU industrial policy, the Covid-19 rescue
package, and the massive liquidity injections of the ECB
into financial markets are each a case in point. These
initiatives have reinforced class, gender, racial, and
geographic inequalities across the EU. They are creating
a potential for further contestation of the process and
institutions of the EU, forcing progressives to think of
alternatives to supranational integration without a
retreat to nationalism.

2) Outside the EU

Through its colonial history, and contemporary external
relations, the institutions and processes of European
integration are implicated in global racialized and
gendered hierarchies which underpin deep-rooted global
inequalities. Analysing the EU’s foreign, security and
development policy in a period of crises raises questions
about the EU’s efforts to resolve its own credibility crisis
and the ambiguities, tensions and contradictions that
characterise its role as a global actor.

SP02 | Alternative Futures Beyond Neoliberalism: Inside and Outside of the European Union
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Re-Narrating Africa-EU
Relations In A Time Of Crises

Haastrup, Toni
University of Stirling, United Kingdom

In the wake of multiple crises, including a global
pandemic, and new social movements that call into
question global power hierarchies, reflecting on the
unequal relationship between African and the European
Union merits considered attention now. It is still the case
that so-called EU-Africa relations are steeped in the
colonial patterns of interactions. Yet even the critiques
of EU practices as found in the literature on “EU-Africa
relations” have tended to reproduce this hierarchy for a
variety of reasons. Consequently, so-called EU-Africa
relations is also manifested in the insistence on certain
‘patterns of knowledge production and meaning’.
Invariably then, both the study and practice of Africa’s
relations with the EU have had a detrimental impact on
both the exercise of African agency and how we know
Africa in the interregional relationship. The co-
constitutive nature of the study and practice of Africa’s
relationship with the EU is one that this discussion aims
to explore. | am motivated by the desire to re-narrate the
so-called ‘EU-Africa relations’ through decolonial lenses
in order to claim back African and as a way to challenge
the dominant ways of knowing and doing EU External
Relations. In doing so, | want to contribute to
transforming the relationship between the EU and
African actors, specifically, while offering a broader
critique on the EU’s external relations practices.

Biography

Toni Haastrup is a Senior Lecturer in International Politics
at the University of Stirling, Scotland, UK. Her research
interests are broadly in the area of Global Governance of
Security, particularly the practices of the African and
European Unions. Her research uses critical feminist
lenses to understand the foreign policy practices of both
institutions, and she has published widely in this area.
Additionally, Haastrup teaches on themes of European
security, contemporary global security challenges, crisis
in Europe and feminist international politics. She is
currently joint Editor in Chief of JCMS: Journal of
Common Market Studies, and an occasional media
commentator.

SP02 | Alternative Futures Beyond Neoliberalism: Inside and Outside of the European Union
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Zombification Of The
Economy In Pandemic

Times
Wigger, Angela

Radboud University, The Netherlands

A World Awash With Cash And The

Political responses to the C-19 pandemic in the European
Union (EU) but also beyond have consisted of various
corporate rescue packages and massive state aid as part
of a broader revival of industrial policy, as well as unseen
levels of quantitative easing by central banks. The talk
will embed these measures into the context of the ‘Wall
of Money’ searching for yield and the continued debt-led
accumulation patterns that have prevailed during more
than thirty years of neoliberal capitalism.

The crisis responses at EU-level have so far not led to
investments in the production sphere. Instead,
corporations are building up debt to finance share buy
backs, make dividend payments to shareholders, or
conduct mergers and acquisitions. In many industrial
sectors, such activities exceed greenfield investments or
investments in R&D. We seem to find ourselves in a
phase of capitalism that Karl Marx described almost 170
years ago as a phase where everybody is seized with a
sort of craze for making profit without producing. What
will be identified as ‘the zombification of the economy’ is
reinforcing class, gender, racial, and geographic divisions
not only in Europe but also beyond. In this context, the
invocation of the 2017 ‘White Paper on the Future of
Europe’ that the hard-earned human dignity, freedom
and democracy in Europe can never be relinquished,
appears as a mere platitude. The talk will not only
discredit, de-legitimize and politicize the crisis
management from a critical political economy
perspective, but also sketch the contours of a progressive
alternative.

Biography

Angela Wigger is Associate Professor Global Political
Economy at Radboud University, the Netherlands. Her
research is theoretically anchored in historical
materialism and anarchism, and focuses on debt-led
accumulation in capitalist crises, shadow banking, crises
responses in the field of competition and industrial
policy, and prefigurative forms of resistance. She has co-
authored The Politics of European Competition
Regulation: A Critical Political Economy Perspective
(Routledge, 2011), and published widely in New Political
Economy, New Political Science, Review of International
Political Economy, Journal of Common Market Studies,
Economy and Society, Globalizations, and Capital & Class,
Journal of International Relations and Development, or
Geoforum. She has been a board member of the Critical
Political Economy Research Network (RNO6), where she
acted as chair from 2017-2019. She forms part of the
supervisory board of the Research Centre on
Corporations (SOMO), the
EuromemoGroup, and the journals Capital & Class and
Structural Change and Economic Dynamics.

Multinational
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SPO3 | Social Research
and Social Justice in the
Study of Migration
Towards Southern
Europe

Organised by RN27 - Regional Network
Southern European Societies & RN35 -
Sociology of Migration

Chaired by M. Teresa Consoli,
University of Catania; Flammetta
Fanizza, University of Foggia

The semi-plenary aims to offer a critical update on recent
trends and research developments related to migration
towards southern Europe. The focus on this strategic
geographical and socioeconomic region of Europe
remains important due to the fact that it enables
researchers and policymakers understand and reflect
upon the needs and claims of the newly arriving
populations, while also exemplify and discuss research
findings and governance issues that articulate social
justice and moral obligations towards these populations.

Against the domination of the human security approach
that points towards the alleged threats and risks
attached to migration that seems to be preferred by
most of politicians, social scientists are obliged to
deconstruct  the suggested narratives and
misconceptions and bring to the fore evidence that
supports a sober scientific approach to migration along
with the condemnation of an emerging “sociology of
racism”. Moreover, this semi-plenary seeks to unveil and
denounce the links between the narratives of migratory
events and media languages and national legislations
used in the attempt to govern integration processes in
the name of sustaining different market economies.

The basic intention of the organizers is to re-introduce
the scientific and policy discussions aiming at prioritizing
migrant integration, in response to new public discourses
connected to securitizing migration, by reconnecting
migration and social justice in European countries. It
seems that the major challenge implied by this topic is to
allow for different identities and cultural backgrounds be
represented in the performance of the European social
construction.

SPO3 | Social Research and Social Justice in the Study of Migration Towards Southern Europe
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Intra-EU Mobility and Welfare:
The European North-South
Divide Revisited (again)

Finotelli, Claudia
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain

The rhetoric on a North-South divide has been present in
a good deal of the European recent migration history.
The idea that many asylum seekers in Northern
European countries proceed from less attractive (and
generous) Southern European countries or that
regularisations in Southern Europe trigger new flows of
unwanted migrants towards Northern Europe came up
every so often in the political debate. Since the 1990s,
Southern European countries have certainly improved
their regulation frameworks and migration control
capacity over time whereas only few would deny that
irregular migration is a reality in both Southern and
Northern European countries.

This notwithstanding, the recent ‘migration crisis’ has
shown that Southern European countries still have
troubles in shaking off their reputation as ‘transit
countries” with porous borders and unattractive asylum
systems. Moreover, the post-recession intra-EU mobility
from Southern Europe to Northern European countries
has revived the idea of a welfare-migration nexus
between Southern and Northern Europe where
Southern European workers started to be perceived as a
welfare burden in some EU countries. But what about
the non-labour-motivated mobility from Northern
European countries in Southern Europe? To what extent
can it represent a welfare burden for Southern European
countries? | will answer these questions by discussing to
what extent the idea of a North-South divide still seems
to bias the public perception of Southern European
migration countries and how it can be further reviewed
by reversing the traditional North-South perspective on
the welfare impact of intra-EU mobility.

Biography

Claudia Finotelli holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from
the University of Miinster (Germany) and is currently
Associate Professor at the Department of Applied
Sociology of the Universidad Complutense de Madrid.
Her research interests cover the areas of migration
control and citizenship with a special focus on Southern
Europe. With MariaCaterina La Barbera, she is Pl of the
Research Project “The subjective dimension of
citizenship: conceptions, juridical practice and individual
strategies in Italy and in Spain” (CIVITES) funded by the
Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation (2020-2023).
She is currently editing together with Irene Ponzo a book
for Springer on migration control logics and strategies in
Europe.
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A Paradigm Of Siege. External
And Internal Bordering In The
Manufacture Of Cultural And
"Racial" Difference

Maneri, Marcello
University of Milano Bicocca, Italy

The many policies and activities for the contrast of
“illegal immigration” seem inspired by a “paradigm of
siege”. This metaphor — sustained by powerful iconic
representations — conveys the idea of an ongoing
external threat to the stability of the European economic
and social system. The daily management of the
European Southern border based on the securitisation of
territorial sovereignty is a social ordering practice based
on associations and dis-associations. This boundary-
making process involves the formation of identities and
the definition of in-groups and out-groups. So, European
security policies at the external borders, and their regime
of visibility, create the lenses we use to think and talk
about differences.

What kind of difference is being produced and
reproduced by these bordering practices? The discourse
that makes sense of the post-national, pan-European
belonging, made possible by the Schengen bordering,
often puts at the centre the concepts of integration and
cultural compatibility as conditions to preserve
European civilisation and identity. However, this
discourse on culture, customs, and values is what we can
see on the surface. Still, other less confessable
boundaries—inherited from the colonial past and
revolving around an implicit idea of whiteness—are
being renovated as well. An analysis of images
accompanying news about the “refugee crisis” shows
Europe’s unconfessed racial views.

Biography

Marcello Maneri is Associate Professor of Sociology at the
University of Milano Bicocca where he teaches Media and
Cultural sociology. His research focuses on the media and
power, especially on news about migration, on racism,
public discourse on crime and security, and moral panics.
With Ann Morning, he is currently publishing a book for
Russell-Sage on the notions of cultural and biological
difference of descent-based groups in Italy and the
United States.
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SP04 | The Future of
Gender Equality in Post-
Pandemic Societies

Organised by RN33 - Women’s and Gender
Studies

Chaired by Maria Carmela Agodi, University of
Naples Federico

Covid-19 is a new disease and still too poorly understood
to allow us to assess its ultimate impact on gendered
structures and practices. The pandemic is revealing and
widening gaps between rich and poor, black and white,
men and women. Gendered perspectives, theories and
empirical analysis are in high demand in order to develop
a comprehensive understanding of the impact the
pandemic has on individuals and its complex
consequences on social reproduction, labour markets,
new private/public dynamics and quality of life in
general. This semi-plenary will encourage debates about
consequences and risks the epidemic has on women’s
lives: gendered divisions of care and housework, how
‘lockdowns’ intensify private domestic and care
responsibilities, risks for frontline healthcare workers in
the Covid-19 response. Will contemporary patterns that
have worked in favour of improving gender equality be
reversed? What kind of sociology, feminist research and
gender studies will be valuable in crafting a response to
new risks related to the progress towards gender
equality, especially in health, education, and gender-
based violence?

Fighting the virus requires cooperation, sociological
imagination and a forward-looking perspective. We must
look beyond the current crisis and re-image our future in
the post-Covid-19 world. Gender-specific knowledge can
help develop institutions able to cope with different
risks, implement a gender-sensitive approach in the
responses to the pandemic and in the recovery phase,
and increase society's resilience.

SP04 | The Future of Gender Equality in Post-Pandemic Societies



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

Centered On Care. Dispatches
From Domestic Workers During
The Pandemic

Rosinska, Anna Maria
University of Venice Ca' Foscari

The pandemic has exacerbated and exposed many of the
problems that have troubled societies before — from
gender to class inequalities to racism. This paper offers a
lesson from the perspective of a predominantly female
labor sector that has been at the heart of COVID-19
response: care and domestic work. Domestic workers,
most of whom are women and working-class, oftentimes
of color and/or migrants, found themselves again at the
intersection of multiple exclusions from both the
everyday and emergency safety nets. Moreover,
domestic workers experience the paradox of essential
work: being frontline and fundamental yet unprotected
and, in the end, ‘disposable’ (Chang 2000).

Domestic and care work during the pandemic offers an
important lesson in the ethics of care — interdependen-
cies become even more visible; however, they very often
lack the principle of care necessary to build the caring
democracy: ‘justice, equality, and freedom for all’
(Tronto 2011), and, above all, reciprocity.

Yet, given the prominence that care has recently gained
(Fine, Tronto 2020), in a way, the pandemic offers a chance
to reinterpret the established order. In the United States,
social movements have incessantly navigated the
paradoxes of ‘essential work’ in order to gain recognition,
acquire necessary protections, access the vaccines, while
avoiding the pitfalls of ‘disposable workers’ framing
(Rosinska, Pellerito 2021). This paper shares the findings
from the research study of domestic workers and their
movements in the US and Europe to reimagine a more just
and equitable society centered on care.
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Biography

Anna Rosinska is a sociologist of care and domestic work.
She is a Marie Sktodowska-Curie Fellow at the Ca’ Foscari
University of Venice. She has studied paid domestic and
care work in Italy, Poland, and the United States, working
at the University of Warsaw and as a visiting scholar at
the University of Massachusetts Lowell (2018-2020).
Author of the book ‘(U)stugi domowe’ about domestic
work in post-war Poland (2016, Wydawnictwo UMK,
under Anna Kordasiewicz). With A.Radziwinowiczowna
and W.Kloc-Nowak she co-authored the book
,Ethnomorality of care. Migrants and their aging
parents” (2018, Routledge). Her current project is
‘Intersections of class and ethnicity in paid domestic and
care work in Italy and in the USA’ (2018-2022). She runs
a Facebook page about domestic work. She is interested
in social relationships, reproducing, perpetuating and
constructing inequalities, the intersectional perspective
and workers’ activism of marginalized groups on the job
market.

27



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

"I am Lucky, Because my
Husband Helps me a Lot":
Gender (In)equality in Home
Office

Nagy, Beatal; Geambasu, Réka?; Gergely,
Orsolya®; Somogyi, Nikolett*

1Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary; 2Babes-
Bolyai University, Romania, Centre for Economic and
Regional Studies - E6tvos Lordnd Research Network,
Budapest, Hungary; 3Sapientia Hungarian University of
Transylvania, Romania; 4University of Antwerp

The quarantine, confined upon us by the COVID-19
outbreak, created a unique, three-month-long, laboratory-
like situation in which we could investigate gender roles.
Full-time working parents who switched to home office,
were in a unique position to renegotiate the division of
housework, childcare, or the supervision of school-related
tasks. This paper intends to explore what happened to the
gendered division of unpaid work, when all kinds of
productive and reproductive tasks were moved inside the
home. To answer this question, we interviewed 52
mothers in two countries, Hungary and Romania, who lived
in dual-earner families with children under the age 14, and
worked full-time. Results show that despite the unusual
situation, most parents followed the usual pattern. Even
though they were unhappy with the workload, most
women did not mind the division itself. During the
quarantine, they suffered from permanent tiredness, as
well as felt limited to carry out their paid work
satisfactorily. Despite the significant similarities among
mothers, some country-specific differences have also been
detected. Research findings deliver evidence for the deeply
rooted gender beliefs regarding the division of unpaid
work, particularly if these duties are connected to childcare
and education. Results contain implications for the post-
pandemic gender relations and also for the preconditions
of the fair gender division of labour.
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Biography

Bedta Nagy, PhD is professor at the Institute of
Communication and Sociology at Corvinus University of
Budapest. Her main research field is gender and work.
She is the co-director of the Gender and Cultural Centre
at her university, and board member of the European
Consortium for Sociological Research (ECSR).

She has published articles in both Hungarian and English
journals, such as Gender in Management: An
International Journal; Gender, Work and Organization.
Bedta published a book on the lack of female students in
IT and technology in 2015. She has recently co-edited a
special issue on ‘Work-life balance/imbalance: individual,
organizational and social experiences’ for the journal
Intersections. East European Journal of Society and
Politics, and a special issue on ‘Leveraging cooperation
for gender equality in management’ for the journal
European Management Review.

Her latest research dealt with the work-life balance, and
also with the time teenagers and their parents spend
together with special attention to digital technology. The
present qualitative research investigated the situation of
mothers during the COVID-19 quarantine In Hungary and
in Romania in cooperation with Réka Geambasu, Orsolya
Gergely and Nikolett Somogyi.
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SPO5 | Covid-19,
European Solidarity and
the Future of Europe

Organized by Kaja Gadowska, Sebastian Koos
& Irina Tartakovskaja

Chaired by Sebastian Koos, University of
Konstanz

The COVID-19 pandemic presents enormous challenges
to the European Union (EU). The combination of a
health crisis and a dramatic economic crisis exacerbates
existing inequalities within the EU. The centrifugal
forces released by this trend jeopardize the future of the
European community. Contrary to initial expectations
that the COVID-19 would be a symmetrical crisis
subjecting all countries and citizens to the same risk, the
asymmetrical effects of the crisis become increasingly
evident—both in the medical and in the economic
domain. In some countries, hit by high numbers of
infections and hospitalizations, the virus brought
national health systems to the brink of collapse, while
other countries severely suffered from the economic
impacts of the pandemic and ensuing lockdown
measures. After an initial paralysis and uncoordinated
closing of borders throughout Europe, the EU member
states have intensified their joint actions to fight the
pandemic and its devastating economic repercussions.
To relieve overburdened health systems, for instance, in
early summer 2020 French COVID-19 patients were
transported to and treated by neighboring EU countries.
In July 2020, the heads of state and government agreed
on a 750 billion Euro recovery fund (NextGenerationEU).
The coordinated vaccination-purchasing program of the
EU has further shown that there is hope for European
solidarity. In this semi-plenary we will discuss what we
have learned from past crisis and the still ingoing Covid-
19 pandemic about European Solidarity.
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Conditioned Solidarity: EU
Citizens’ Attitudes Towards
Economic And Social
Austerities For Crisis Countries

Receiving Financial Aid
Lengfeld, Holger & Kley, Florian

Institute of Sociology at Leipzig University, Germany

During the European debt crisis, there has been a
massive political debate between the EU institutions and
the governments of crisis countries on the kind of
austerity measures these countries have to accept in
order to receive financial assistance from rescue funds
established by EU and IMF. Based on a Weberian
approach regarding solidarity as an act of mutual help,
we interpret austerity measures as particular conditions
of solidarity Alter has to agree to in order to receive
assistance from Ego. In this paper, we ask to what extent
citizens of EU countries agree on the notion of
conditioned solidarity, and to which extent they are
divided by socio-structural or cultural conflict lines, or by
country particularities. Using unique data from the 2016
13 country ‘Transnational European Solidarity Survey’,
findings show that the majority of respondents reject the
idea of conditionality. Logistic regressions reveal rather
weak attitudinal differences between respondents at the
individual level, while at the country level respondents
from countries with growing unemployment, higher
unemployment rates, government debt, and poverty
rates are in tendency more likely to reject the measures.
We conclude that paying attention to the idea of
conditionality is an important aspect of assistance
measures in the future, if political actors look to avoid a
lack of legitimacy among European citizens.
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Biography

Holger Lengfeld is Professor of Sociology at the Institute of
Sociology at Leipzig University, Germany, and Research
Fellow at the German Institute of Economic Research
Berlin. His research focuses on social stratification,
inequality, and European social integration. Among his
publications are ‘Modernization Losers’ Revenge? Income
Mobility and Support for Right- and Left-Wing Populist
Parties in Germany’ (European Sociological Review, 2021,
with J. Hartmann and K. Kurz); ‘Contemplating the
Eurozone crisis: are European citizens willing to pay for a
European solidarity tax? Evidence from Germany and
Portugal’ (European Societies, 2020, with F. K. Kley and J.
Hauberer); ‘European Solidarity in Times of Crisis. Insights
from a Thirteen-Country Survey’ (Routledge, 2019, with J.
Gerhards, Z. S. Igndcz, F. K. Kley, and M. Priem).

Florian K. Kley is a researcher at the Institute of Sociology
at Leipzig University, Germany, and currently working as
a researcher in the DFG-Project Changing middle class: A
comparison of Germany and the US. Previously, he was a
researcher in the HORIZON 2020-Project, Solidarity in
European Societies: Empowerment, Social Justice and
Citizenship (SOLIDUS). His main research fields are
European social integration, social stratification
research, and quantitative data analysis. Among his
publications are ‘Contemplating the Eurozone crisis: are
European citizens willing to pay for a European solidarity
tax? Evidence from Germany and Portugal’ (European
Societies, 2020, with H. Lengfeld and J. Hauberer);
‘European Solidarity in Times of Crisis. Insights from a
Thirteen-Country Survey’ (Routledge, 2019, with ).
Gerhards, H. Lengfeld, Z. S. Ignacz, and M. Priem).
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Viral Solidarity? Support for
European Fiscal Integration in
the COVID-19 Crisis

Kuhn, Theresa
University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Although fiscal integration is seen as necessary to ensure
the stability of the European monetary union, concerns
about a Euroskeptic backlash constrained national gov-
ernments’ ability to pursue further fiscal integration in
the euro crisis. During the COVID-19 pandemic, however,
European governments agreed on an ambitious recovery
fund, which established an unprecedented fiscal stabili-
zation capacity. This development challenges the as-
sumption that public opinion constrains EU governments
and begs the question of whether, and under which con-
ditions, citizens are supportive of European solidarity
measures in the COVID-19 crisis. Theresa Kuhn presents
the results of an original survey experiment on public
support for a European pandemic recovery fund in five
European countries (France, Germany, Italy, the Nether-
lands, and Spain) in July 2020. She shows that there is
remarkably high support for a joint European fiscal in-
strument, and that the design of such an instrument in-
fluences support. While cross-country differences reflect
perceptions of collective self-interest, there is consider-
able support for the pandemic recovery fund across all
countries. Citizens’ left-right orientations, their pro-anti
EU positions, and to a lesser extent, their perceived eco-
nomic risk from COVID-19 structure differences within
countries. The findings suggest that public support for
fiscal integration is higher than commonly assumed. The
research has been conducted jointly with Bjérn Bremer,
Maurits Meijers and Francesco Nicoli.

Biography
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Theresa Kuhn is Associate Professor in Political Science at
the University of Amsterdam where she is also co-direc-
tor of the faculty research priority area Amsterdam Cen-
ter for European Studies and leader of the programme
group Challenges to democratic representation. After
obtaining her PhD from the European University institute
in Florence, she was a Postdoc Fellow at Nuffield College,
University of Oxford and at the chair of macro sociology,
Freie Universitat Berlin. She works on questions of Euro-
pean integration and solidarity, using comparative sur-
vey and experimental methods. Her research has been
published in numerous renowned international journals.
In 2015 she published an award winning monograph on
“Experiencing European Integration. Transnational Lives
and European Identity” at Oxford University Press. To-
gether with other colleagues, she just received a large re-
search grant by the Volkswagen foundation to study the
effect of COVID19 on Euroscepticism, solidarity and vote
choice.
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SP0O6 | Sociology
Transforming Science
and Society

Organised by the LOC members Teresa Sordé
& Luis Recuenco

Chaired by Teresa Sordé Marti, Universitat
Autonoma de Barcelona

During the Covid-19 pandemic, citizens know to what
extent their lives fully depend on scientific advancements.
Amidst democratic revolutions, people’s will to self-
govern themselves lead to the Social Sciences (SS)
foundation with the main purpose of making all human
lives more flourishing. Sociology played a key role to
address the core problems affecting citizens. However,
throughout the years, Sociology has been to some extent
deeply affected by a bureaucratization process, deviating
its original purpose to respond to citizens’ claims to
provide scientific evidence to better support societies’
self-management. Frequently the word Sociology has
been used as a resource to reinforce ideological or
political standpoints, instead for contributing with the
sociological developments to the objectives of the
humanity. Consequently, Sociology does not play a
central role in the key issues affecting humanity, even
when it could have done so. Taking the recent pandemic
example, most of the prevention measures or key
debates are located within the core issues of Sociology,
however, sociologists’ voices or contributions are not
perceived as being crucial. There is an urgent need to
decolonize the Sociology domain from being a battlefield
between political forces, and to restore its independence
and universal nature, providing the needed expert
knowledge to satisfy citizens' claims. This way, it will be
possible for Sociology to recover the initial purpose and
regain our central role in society, without depending on
who is in power to be fully considered and heard.

SPO6 | Sociology Transforming Science and Society
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Sociological Responses to The
Pandemic And Their Takeaways
For A Post-COVID19 Society

Aiello, Emilia
Harvard Kennedy School, United States of America

Societal challenges across Europe such as access to social
protection, adequate working conditions or food security
for those at risk have worsened by the crises unleashed
by COVID-19, evidencing the cracks of our system but also
offering a unique opportunity to act. In record-time, the
presence of science in lay people’s daily life gained
unprecedented importance. Health sciences have been
at the forefront of the crisis, contributing to a way out of
the health emergency. However, a mid-term and long-
term way out of the economic, societal and political crises
will require a broader approach and collaboration
between all societal and political actors, namely policy-
makers, scientists, and civil society. Amid this context,
sociologists in Europe can play a key role, offering
theoretical and methodological tools to capture, analyse
and work with the public to offer transformative
alternatives. Although part of the expert knowledge from
sociological research is still trapped at the Ivory Tower,
others have proven to have great social impact, and serve
as the basis to inform policy and actions welcomed by
both policy-makers and end-users. In this sense,
knowledge co-creation is not solely a criterion posed by
research programmes such as Horizon Europe to
democratise knowledge, but also claimed by end-users.
Examples of successful collaborations between
sociologists and those working at the grassroots can be
identified. | will discuss how European Sociology is
already serving as a forum where accurate societal
analyses are developed and ambitious ideas co-created
and implemented, thus helping those in positions of
leadership and decision-making.
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Emilia Aiello, PhD, is EU Marie Sklodowska-Curie Post-
doctoral fellow at the Ash Center for Democratic
Governance and Innovation, at the Harvard Kennedy
School, and at the Department of Sociology at Universitat
Autonoma de Barcelona (UAB). She is also research
affiliate of the UAB Group of Ethnic Studies and Migration
(GEDIME), and member of the Community of Researchers
on Excellence for All (CREA). Emilia’s research interests
are focused on how the most vulnerable social groups
organize at the grassroots level to overcome inequalities
and gain social and political power. Her scientific and
personal concern also focuses on uncovering the ways to
maximize the social impact of all types of scientific
research, better connecting scientific interests and
outputs to societal needs. She collaborates with the
Spanish organization “Ciencia en el Parlamento”, and
with the Drom Kotar Mestipen Roma Association of
Women.
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Sociology as a Vocation.
Weber Against Weber

Hanafi, Sari

AUB, Lebanon (Lebanese Republic)

Max Weber has two famous lectures about the academic
field in its relationship to the other field: one on science
as a vocation in 1917 and the other “Politics as a
Vocation” in January 1919. Even with a span of two years
one cannot understand the former without connecting it
to the second. | will show that Max Weber contradicts his
own sociology and his descriptive science guided by
Wertfreiheit contains within it “smuggled in”
prescriptions about how institutional matters ought to be
arranged and about how one ought to confront the
realities described. Also | will use Bruno Latour to show
that Science and politics have the same vocation. In this
talk | have proceed as following:

- What are the major messages of Weber “Science as a
vocation”?

- What are Institutional, political and cultural
circumstances that bore upon Weber to write his piece?
- If his position is justified at that time, is it still valid for
21stc.?

- If his lecture is about sociology of vocation, what about
sociology as a vocation?

SPO6 | Sociology Transforming Science and Society
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Sari Hanafi is currently a Professor of Sociology, Director
of Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies and Chair
of the Islamic Studies program at the American University
of Beirut. He is the President of the International
Sociological Association. Recently he created the “Portal
for Social Impact of Scientific Research in/on the Arab
World” (Athar). He was the Vice President of the board of
the Arab Council of Social Science. He is as well editor of
Idafat: the Arab Journal of Sociology (Arabic) Among his
recent books are: The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology
of the Middle East, Knowledge Production in the Arab
World: The Impossible Promise. (with R. Arvanitis). He is
the winner of 2014 Abdelhamid Shouman Award and
2015 Kuwait Award for social science. In 2019, he was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate (Doctor Honoris Causa)
of the National University of San Marcos (the first and the
leading university in Lima- Peru — established in 1551).
(His website: https://sites.aub.edu.lb/sarihanafi/).
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The Failure Of Academic Social
Science On Both Sides Of The
North Atlantic In Explaining And
Helping To Change The World

Navarro, Viceng

Public Policy, Johns Hopkins University, United States of
America

The Academic Social Science has a major crisis of
credibility on both sides of the North Atlantic that
parallels and accompanies the crisis of legitimacy of
representative democratic institutions in both continents
(also in multinational European Institutions such as the
European Union, whose popularity has been in decline
considerably). Academic Social Science has been unable
to explain, predict, and contribute to resolve those
political crises. At most, they have been able to analyse
some specific protest and liberation movements (based
on different forms of exploitation), but without relating
them to the overall crisis of legitimacy of political regimes
dominant in both sides of the Atlantic since the 80s.

This explains the lack of proposals for alternative political
regimes that could enable different movements of
liberation to construct political spaces with a common
strategy to change those regimes. A country could have
many social movements in defence of minorities,
women, better environment, among many others, and
still have very few political, social, and labour rights for
each group, as it happens in the United States, where
each social group competes with others for political and
media attention. A major deficit of dominant social
science is the limited attention paid to the elements of
transversality that can relate to different forms of
exploitation helping to establish joint strategy that could
facilitate the change of those regimes. The big
atomisation among the different protest movements
explains the weakness of each one. Diversity is not the
problem. The absence of transversality is the problem.
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Biography

Dr Vicente Navarro is professor of Public Policy at Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore and is also Emeritus
Professor of Political and Social Sciences at the Pompeu
Fabra University in Barcelona, he is also the Founding
Director of the JHU-UPF Public Policy Center. He has
published more than 40 books, translated into different
languages, as well as having published more than 400
articles in peer reviewed scientific journals. He is one of
the most frequently cited scholars in the Scientific
International Literature. He has been an advisor to many
international agencies such as the UN, ILO and many
governments in developed and developing countries. His
area of work is on political economy and social science,
focusing very much on the economic, political, and social
determinants of quality of life on both sides of the North
Atlantic.
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SPO7 | Public Spaces
after Covid-19: Building
Alternative Knowledges
for the Future

Organised & Chaired by ESA Vice-President &
Chair of the Conference Committee Ferro,
Ligia

Evaluation On Spatial, Socio-
cultural And Economic
Concerns Across Europe

Bravo, Luisa
City Space Architecture, Italy

The COVID-19 pandemic has made clear the fundamental
role of public space in our cities, not just for social life but
also in regards of the functioning of the economic urban
system. The imposed lockdown, to prevent the
widespread of the contagion at the global level,
combined with physical distancing and health
restrictions, significantly impacted on public urban life
while reinforcing existing inequalities, at many different
levels, accelerating the process of social exclusion of
minorities and disadvantaged and marginalized groups.
Youth, older persons and persons with disabilities
experienced isolation, frustration and loneliness, with a
significant raise of helplessness and fear. Women were
hit harder than men and many lost their jobs. From being
a health emergency, the pandemic soon became an
economic crisis.

We are now aware that in the ‘next normal’ the shared
civic space will no longer be as we know it: the pandemic
has put at the forefront some urban models, such as the
car-free city or the 15-minute city, aimed at re-organizing
priorities around the human scale, and it has established
the 1,5 meter society as a new form of safe physical co-
existence, while moving many social interactions on the
cyberspace and on multiple virtual platforms. This health
and economic crisis will permanently change the way
humans will interact in the public domain in the post-
COVID 19 city.

Biography

Luisa Bravo is Adjunct Professor in Urban Design at the
University of Florence in Italy and Guest Researcher at
KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Centre for the Future
of Places in Sweden. She has more than 15-years
experience in the professional field as urban planner and
designer with a specific focus on public space. Her
expertise is grounded in extensive academic postdoctoral
research and teaching in Italy and Europe, the United
States, Middle East, Asia and Australia.

With her non-profit organization City Space Architecture,
that she founded in 2013 she has organized and curated
international conferences, seminars, workshops and
exhibitions aimed at promoting public space culture,
through an interdisciplinary approach, involving art and
architecture. Luisa is the Founder and Editor in Chief of
'The Journal of Public Space', the first, international,
interdisciplinary, academic, open access journal entirely
dedicated to public space, that she established through
City Space Architecture in 2015, in partnership with UN-
Habitat.

In 2020 Luisa launched the online initiative ‘2020: A Year
without Public Space under the COVID-19 Pandemic’, in
cooperation with the School of Architecture at The
Chinese University of Hong Kong, and organized 20
webinars across five months, engaging more than 100
speakers globally, and a final two-day symposium in
November.
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Social Interactions On The
Streets During The Covid-19
Pandemic: Counterpoints
Between European And
Brazilian Cities

Fragoli Jr., Heitor
University of Sdo Paulo, Brazil

| intend to address urban dynamics characterized by the
interchange between social isolation and lockdown
ending, resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic. This
analysis will be based on counterpoints between certain
European Mediterranean metropolises and the Brazilian
ones, mainly S3o Paulo — the latter located in a national
context marked by a longstanding confluence of health,
political and economic crises. The most comprehensive
ethnographic focus of the analysis, due to the impacts on
the possibilities of face-to-face interaction, has as its
starting point the mapping and reading of diaries written
from the pandemic decree by the World Health
Organization (March 2020), especially regarding the
narrative of experiences of interaction in public spaces.
It is important to review meanings of the notion of urban
utopia. This is especially relevant in a period marked by a
series of criticisms to agglomerations in public spaces,
due to the transmission of the virus, or new criticisms of
the idea of urban growth, due to the harmful effects on
the environment. At the same time, it is necessary to
understand, as in the case of the Brazilian urban context,
that social isolation has not been a choice for a large
contingent of city dwellers, on account of housing
precariousness and employment options, with their
sociability forms to be better understood in these
dramatic times.

Biography

Heitor Fragoli Jr. is Associate Professor of the
Department of Anthropology of the University of Sdo
Paulo, (USP) (currently Head of Department) and
coordinator of Anthropology of the City Study Group
(GEAC-USP). He was visiting professor at University of
Leiden (2010) and directeur d’études at Ecole des Hautes
Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris, 2013). He is CNPq
(National Council for Scientific and Technological
Development) researcher since 2005. Educational
background: Visiting Scholar, University Institute of
Lisbon (ISCTE-IUL) (2011); Ph. D., University of Sdo Paulo,
USP (Sociology) (1998); Visiting Scholar, University of
California, San Diego (1995-1996); M. A., University of
Sdo Paulo, USP (Anthropology) (1990). He is the author,
among other books, of Sociabilidade urbana (Zahar,
2007), Centralidade em Sdo Paulo (Edusp, 2000) and S3o
Paulo: espagos publicos e interagdo social (Marco Zero,
1995).
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Invisible Voices In The

Public Space: From
Unknown Realities To
Evidence Of Transformations

Redondo-Sama, Gisela

University of Deusto, Spain

The pandemic has raised major concerns about how the
public space is conceptualized and used by citizens,
including the most vulnerable. In this vein, sociology has
analyzed the ways society re-builds the understanding of
public spaces in very diverse contexts, in urban and rural
areas. However, less is known about how to include the
voices of citizens into public space research in effective
ways during pandemics, in particular the voices of the
most vulnerable that tend to be invisible in the public
discourses. The advancements in sociological research
about the creation, development and sustainability of
alternatives in the COVID-19 context, implies bottom-up
approaches that place the voices of the most vulnerable
at the core of the transformations. Furthermore,
research with social impact shows the evidence that
citizens use to improve their cities, villages and
territories. In this vein, Dr. Redondo-Sama will approach
the most recent contributions in sociology that, in
collaboration with other disciplines, are presenting
evidence of transformations in the public space that
include the voices of the most vulnerable, among others.
Gisela will also include some of the insights developed at
the international level on social impact of research that
can inspire further investigations in the field of public
space.

Biography

Gisela Redondo-Sama is Ramon y Cajal Fellow and has
been Marie Curie Fellow at the University of Cambridge.
She has research experience acquired at CREA,
Community of Research on Excellence for All. Among
others, she has participated in the INCLUD-ED project,
the only project in socioeconomic sciences and
humanities in the list of the 10 success stories of
European Research published by the EC. Her research
interests are focused on dialogic leadership, community
participation, social impact, homeless and gender. Her
academic works have been published in ranked journals
such as PLoS ONE, International Sociology, Qualitative
Inquiry or Sustainability. She is the editor of the
eSymposium publication of the ISA and topic editor of the
Special Issue “Information on Pandemic for Socially
Vulnerable Groups” in the International Journal of
Environmental Research and Public Health.
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SP0O8 | Covid-19 in the
City: Building Positive
Futures

Organised by RN16 - Sociology of Health and
IlIness & RN37 - Urban Sociology

Chaired by Ellen Carol Annandale, University
of York; Maria Victoria Gdmez, University
Carlos llI

The Covid-19 pandemic is unprecedented in the last
century and has been acutely felt in many cities all over
the world. Covid-19 is showing us in a dramatic way our
vulnerability as human beings and the importance of our
urban contexts, in particular its schisms for mental and
physical health, challenging our sense of responsibility
towards matters that transcend the private sphere,
towards our neighbours and other people and the affairs
and values of city, community and society.

Whenever a trend and explanation for the spread of the
infection emerges, Covid-19 challenges it: shifting our
knowledge of the most affected ages, genders, ethnic
groups, countries and territories. However, it seems
clear that the virus is not "democratic" at all: the
inequalities of our cities are exacerbated by the
pandemic, and many people disadvantaged by lack of
resources and skills are unable to defend themselves.

The pandemic has brought an increase in social and
political awareness of the need for change in European
cities where people’s care and their health can be — but
presently often are not — at the centre of its design.
Thinking about health and care means placing the
sustainability of life, urban mobility, spatial segregation,
public space and people's daily experiences at the centre
of political decisions.

While the pandemic has reinforced urban and health
inequalities, it also provides a window of opportunity for
us as sociologists to rethink issues concerning this
matter. RN16 and RN37 would like to invite colleagues to
discuss these topics, with a view to building alternative
futures.
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From Sociographical Disruption
To Medicalized Futures:
Integrating Covid-19 Into
Everyday Life In The City.

Maturo, Antonio

Bologna University, Italy

“Biographical disruption” is a key concept in medical so-
ciology. This expression refers to the rupture in the fabric
of everyday life and the upheaval in cognitive categories
after the diagnosis of a chronic disease. It is not reductive
to state that what we have experienced due to Covid-19
has been, and still is, a biographical disruption at a large
scale: a “sociographical disruption”. During the major
lockdown in the early months of the pandemic, our
homes were a refuge but also a prison, a place of rest but
also of work. Outside the home, a surreal silence reigned,
broken only by ambulance sirens. We thus had to
reinvent a domestic life marked by hybridization,
ambiguity, and the uncanny (Unheimlichkeit). We also
experienced a peculiar form of medicalization of
everyday life characterized by new objects; new hygienic
practices; and new forms of interaction in the city.

Will all these new normalities fade away thanks to the
vaccine? Will we then go back to our old, pre-Covid
normalcy? Probably not. The virus has proven our
vulnerability. The events of 9/11 gave rise to huge
changes in the security systems of airports and other
crowded places; Covid-19 will give rise, on a much larger
scale, to changes in every part of our lives. Life in the
cities will be characterized by molecular surveillance
(Endopticon) and several risk-reduction practices. Some
of these practices will be presented and discussed.
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Biography

Antonio Maturo is a medical sociologist and Professor at
Bologna University. His latest books are Digital Health
and the Gamification of Life, Emerald, 2018 (with
Veronica Moretti) and Good Pharma, Palgrave, 2015
(with Donald Light) and among his publications on Covid:
Unhome Sweet Home: The Construction of New
Normalities in Italy during COVID-19, in Lupton D., Willis
K. (eds) The Coronavirus Crisis: Social Perspectives,
Routledge (with Veronica Moretti). He has edited two
volumes of the journal Salute e Societa: The
Medicalisation of Life, 2009 (with Peter Conrad) and
Medicine of Emotions and Cognitions, 2012 (with Kristin
Barker). At Bologna University, Antonio is the Chair of the
PhD Programme in Sociology and responsible for the Unit
for the Horizon2020 “Oncorelief” Project. Moreover, he
has taught Medical Sociology for five years at Brown
University, USA. Antonio is proud to have been one of
first Erasmus students, at the Katholieke University of
Leuven, in the distant 1989/1990.
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Cities and Covid-19: Utopias

and Dystopias
Rolnik, Raquel

Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism of the University
of Sdo Paulo (FAUUSP), Brazil

The current pandemic has intensified and made the
preexisting crisis clear cut and explicit: the biopolitics
grounded on growingly extractivist logics and in the
destruction and promotion of death have taken hold of
all existing relationships between bodies and territories.
With it, also preceding forms of control and surveillance,
such as the confinement imposed in many cities and
countries and other shapes of the restructuring of the
surplus extraction process through cyber capitalism,
which had also been redesigning our cities, have also
been intensified: private, controlled and securitized
systems of territorial governance; as well as a mainly
cybernetic economy based on automation and bigdata,
and on the collection and extraction of people’s personal
data and on the tracking of all their movements. This
scenario represents the dystopia that is presented to us
as our future. However, in an opposite vein, the
pandemic has also catalyzed the rise of a myriad of forms
of self-organization and mobilization geared towards
securing people’s survival in contexts where a scarcity of
resources emerges. These forms take a variety of means
— legal, illegal, supra-legal — and operate in and through
community and collective takeover, solidarity networks,
and spaces of invention and improvisation. The post-
pandemic situation is thus one of struggle between the
previous dystopia and this utopia of the political
imagination to invent another model for our cities, one
not based on a centralized model attached to the
extractivist, exploitative and consumer logic, but rather
on an alternative model envisioning change grounded on
the primacy of defending life.
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Biography

Raquel Rolnik is a professor of Urban Planning at the
University of Sdo Paulo. She was planning director at the
Sdo Paulo Municipal Planning Secretariat (1989-92) and
National Secretary of Urban Programmes of the Brazilian
Ministry of Cities (2003—2007). From 2008 to 2014, she
held the mandate of UN Special Rapporteur on adequate
housing. She was an urbanism columnist for Radio CBN-
SP, Band News FM and Radio Nacional, and for the
newspaper Folha de S. Paulo, and she currently keeps a
column on Radio USP, UOL and on her personal webpage.
She has recently authored Urban Warfare: Housing under
the Empire of Finance (Verso, 2019).
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SP0O9 | Civic Action:
Creating and Living
Alternative Futures

Organised RN20 - Qualitative Methods, RN25 -
Social Movements, RN29 - Social Theory &
RN32 - Political Sociology

Chaired by Florian Elliker, University of St.
Gallen; Mattias Wahlstrém, University of
Gothenburg

Alternative futures do not only emerge through mass
media and mass publics, but through commitment in
(physical) copresence that is often established in
groups and movements. Civic action within such
communities aims, on the one hand, to bring about
institutional changes. As such, they constitute both
practical and epistemic communities in which
knowledge for alternative futures is (re)produced,
seeking to make this knowledge more widely relevant
than just within this community. In these “tiny publics”
(Fine & Harrington 2004), on the other hand,
resistance is not only enacted by striving for structural
change. Rather, they are crucial in constituting spaces
in which their members practice and experience
alternative ways of living. Within such groups,
individual and collective meanings of resistance often
coalesce and become underpinned with lived
experience. Identities, practices, and experiences
fashioned and gained within the plausibility structures
of such groups may reverberate throughout the lives
of former group members, creating not only rational
evidence, but also emotional-appreciative evidence
(Max Weber) that alternative futures are feasible.

This semi-plenary’s aim is to address questions of how
creating and living alternative futures in groups and
movements in structured. What are the key structural
properties of such movements? What are the various
“group styles” (Eliasoph & Lichterman 2003) that
shape the culture of deliberation, discussion and
interaction in such groups? How is attachment to the
group and commitment to its purposes created,
particularly (yet not only) through the interplay of
various forms of physical and digital copresence?
What are the symbolic, political, cultural, social or
material motivations of individuals to participate and
engage in such groups? How do the political
commitments of such groups reverberate beyond the
boundaries of the respective communities?
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Can Alternative Futures Be
Common Futures?

Lichterman, Paul

University of Southern California, United States of
America

Civic groups seem like a promising source of knowledge
for an alternative, more just and sustainable future. Yet,
this knowledge poses a dilemma for civic activists and the
public who listen to them: The critical or transformative
knowledge of civic groups would often project a future in
which only a relatively few, socially and culturally distinct
people can fully participate. That is because the
knowledge that group participants can generate depends
on how participants imagine their connections to each
other and the wider world — their style. Groups can
communicate critical or transformative knowledge when
they locate and coordinate themselves as actors marginal
to dominant institutions, but this self-marginalizing style
will make participants’ knowledge claims sound culturally
and socially marginal or exclusive, too. Examples from
local environmental and housing advocacy in the US over
the past thirty years illustrate this dilemma of self-
marginalizing, radical knowledge. Concluding comments
propose a response to the dilemma that includes a
practical role for scholars.
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Biography

Paul Lichterman currently is Professor of Sociology and
Religion at the University of Southern California. A
cultural sociologist and ethnographer of public life, he
has studied participation in a variety of social movement
efforts, religious volunteer groups, and professional
NGOs. He has been honored with disciplinary awards for
his articles in premier journals and his two monograph
books, The Search for Political Community: American
Activists  Reinventing Commitment and Elusive
Togetherness: Church Groups Trying to Bridge America’s
Divisions. His forthcoming book, How Civic Action Works:
Fighting for Housing in Los Angeles (Princeton University
Press, 2021) offers a new, pragmatist-inspired framework
that illuminates how social advocates construct the
claims, relationships and strategies that drive collective
action.
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Refracted Horizons:
Re-imagining Futures Via Civic

Scenarios in Crisis Times
Mische, Ann

University of Notre Dame, United States of America

In times of crisis and uncertainty, how do we pry the
future open, while stabilizing it enough to make it
responsive to our interventions? | examine the
experiences of transnational “
scenario projects that use foresight methods (and

public interest” or “civic”

“futures thinking” more generally) to address urgent
public problems in the area of democracy, development,
peacebuilding and climate change. Such futures are
“ensemble” productions involving varying combinations
of “experts,” “stakeholders” and “ordinary people.” They
link actors in the Global North and South, with differing
degrees of proximity to institutional powerholders, and
different strategies by which to include (and/or contain)
divergent and oppositional voices. | argue that futures as
told through scenario exercises are “fractal” in that they
are multiple -- the unity of the imagined future is blown
open and “fractured,” so as to recover multiple lines of
possibility, from “business as usual” to “action under
constraint” to radical narratives of transformation or
collapse. This fractal quality in turn expresses
fundamental ambivalences about capitalism and
democracy. Scenario work often dances uneasily
between creativity and containment, consensus-building
and critique. This can reflect exclusionary, exploitative
and autocratic tendencies, as well as attempts to
challenge the forces that generate inequality and
exclusion. These patterns reappear in many different
contexts and at different analytical levels -- reflecting the
multiple and fractured character of contemporary
futures. Reconceiving futures in this way provides insight
into the challenging potential of imagined futures, as well
as into how difficult it is to move from imagination to
action.
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Biography

Ann Mische is an Associate Professor of Sociology and
Peace Studies at the University of Notre Dame. Currently,
she is working on a book on the role of futures thinking
and foresight methodologies in social and political
change efforts focused on democracy, development,
peacebuilding and climate change. She is also working on
a separate project on the political trajectories of anti-
partisan protest cycles in the global protest wave since
2008. Her first book, Partisan Publics: Communication
and Contention Across Brazilian Youth Activist Networks,
examined civic and political networks of Brazilian youth
activism during the re-democratization period. She has
also written theoretical articles on agency, culture,
networks, temporality, and social interaction.
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SP10 | Radical Sexual
Politics - Envisioning
Alternative Futures in
Political Action, Activism
and People’s Lives

Organised by RN23 — Sexuality

Between Citizenship and
Governance: Reimagining
Sexual Democracy from

the South
Seely, Stephen D

Newcastle University, United Kingdom

Over the past decade, social scientists have developed
the concept of 'sexual democracy' as a framework for
critically analyzing the increasing conflation of
'democracy’ with a specific set of Euro-American
sexuality and gender rights. Focusing on Euro-American
contexts, this literature has theorized 'sexual democracy'
as a mode of late liberal governance deployed both
domestically in the management of migrant populations
and internationally in controlling 'unruly' African and
Middle Eastern states through their construction as
inherently 'anti-democratic' due to their resistance to
these sexuality and gender norms. This literature joins
queer and postcolonial critiques of rights claims as
depoliticizing, as a way of rooting citizenship in
essentialist forms of sexual 'identity,' and as forcibly
universalizing a particular form of Euro-American sexual
personhood in the name of protecting sexual minorities.

Drawing on the framework of 'theory from the South,’
this paper examines the case of South Africa (in many
ways the world's first 'sexual democracy," as the first
state with constitutional protections for sexuality).
Looking at the activist work of LGBTQ+ iSangoma (Zulu
'traditional' healers), and their negotiation of
constitutional, international, and customary legal
cultures, | challenge many of the assumptions in the
Eurocentric theorization of sexual democracy. | contend
that learning from the ways African LGBTQ+ people
actually negotiate these different registers of legal

personhood into forms of insurgent citizenship capable
of challenging the (neo)liberal parameters of the state
offers an alternative vision of sexual democracy as a
praxis of ‘'participatory difference' that could be
developed within the European context as a challenge to
the rhetorical use of 'sexual democracy' as an alibi for
nationalist, xenophobic, and neo-colonial projects.

Biography

Stephen D Seely PhD is an Academic Track Fellow in the
School of Geography, Politics, and Sociology at Newcastle
University (UK), where he is currently working on a
monograph on the role of sexuality in the democratic
imaginary of South Africa. Specializing in feminist,
decolonial, and social theory, his work has appeared in
Theory, Culture & Society, Sexualities, Social Text,
philoSOPHIA: A Journal of Continental Feminism,
Feminist Formations, and the Australian Feminist Law
Journal and has been recognized by visiting fellowships
from the Institute of Advanced Study (University of
Warwick) and Zentrum Gender Studies (Universitat
Basel) and awards from the Luce Irigaray Circle,
philoSOPHIA: A Continental Feminist Society, and the
Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy.
His first book, The Spirit of Revolution: Beyond the Dead
Ends of Man, co-authored with Drucilla Cornell, was
published by Polity Press in 2016.

SP10 | Radical Sexual Politics - Envisioning Alternative Futures in Political Action, Activism and People’s Lives

45



Abstract Book | 15th ESA Conference | Sociological Knowledges for Alternative Futures | 31 August - 3 September 2021 | Barcelona (Online)

Looking for a Different kind
of Abolitionism: Sex Work,
Migration and the Politics
of Care

Vuolajarvi, Niina

The New School of Social Research, United States of
America

The heightened concerns about trafficking and the
globalization of commercial sex have led to a new trend
in prostitution policies. In 1999, Sweden was the first
country to aim at abolishing the sex trade through
criminalizing buying (rather than selling) of sex relying on
feminist arguments of protection. Sweden has become a
supermodel for prostitution and trafficking policies and
its policy approach has spread globally. Through multi-
sited fieldwork in the Nordic region among sex workers,
including 210 interviews, this paper complicates the
simplified image of Sweden's policies and asks what does
it mean that sex work is increasingly governed through
feminist arguments of protection and care? What kind of
political futures and conception of justice does this policy
approach promote?

These questions become especially crucial in the context
of feminized migration where migrants have become also
a majority in the sex trades. These new configurations of
labor, intimacy and mobility call us to pay attention to
what Angela Davis has named the intersectionality of
struggles. The findings demonstrate how the Swedish
policy approach legitimates state violence and racialized
policing towards migrant and sex working women by
creating an ideological landscape that defines sex work as
a form of men's violence against women to be
combatted. In the paper, | use Ruth Wilson Gilmore's
understanding of violence as exposure to "premature
death" and argue that the Swedish approach by
exacerbating the already precarious lives of sex workers
serves as a form of "violence against women" in a
Gilmorean sense. | conclude the paper with a call for a
different kind of abolitionist feminism and futures.

Biography

Niina Vuolajarvi PhD is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the
Zolberg Institute of Migration and Mobility at the New
School of Social Research. Her interdisciplinary work is
situated at the intersection of migration, feminist and
socio-legal studies. Currently, she is working on her first
book Ending the Demand? Migration, Sex Work and the
Feminist Politics of Care that is based on a vast three-
country ethnography among migrant sex workers in the
Nordic region. In 2021, Rutgers School of Graduate
Studies acknowledged her groundbreaking scholarship
through the Outstanding Doctoral Student Award. Her
work has been published in journals such as the Journal
of Ethnic and Migration Studies and Sexuality Research
and Social Policy and recognized by the Law and Society
Association, American Sociological Association, the
American Council of Learned Societies, and the Fulbright
Foundation.
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SP11 | The Rise of
Authoritarianism in
Central Eastern Europe

Organised & Chaired by ESA Vice-President
Gadowska, Kaja, Jagiellonian University

Over 30 years ago, the Iron Curtain was torn asunder and
even the USSR was undone. Initially, nearly all the
societies of Central Eastern Europe at least nominally
accepted a model of liberal democracy; indeed, at the
beginning of the 1990s, there were few systemic
alternatives.

Yet today authoritarian trends have gained a political
presence in countries around the world, including those
of CEE. The stronger that presence, the weaker the
institutions of liberal democracy have become. Real
power shifts into the hands of ruling party leaders.
Constitutional provisions are bent to their will and
expectations. Legal (or semi-legal) acts are introduced to
steadily weaken the judiciary, public and private media,
civil service, electoral institutions, and NGOs. Within a
nominally democratic framework, “soft” or “hard”
authoritarianism is anchored in a beholden nomenclature
reigning over areas of economic, social, and cultural life.

What factors are guiding the authoritarian turn and where
is it leading the societies of Central Eastern Europe?
Indeed, what about this phenomenon is specific to this
region and what is analogous to despotic drifts elsewhere?
What insight can sociologists contribute regarding these
phenomena? Can sociological knowledge resonate with
societies drawn into autocracy?

Nevertheless, we are actually witnessing not only the
reversal of democracy in several Central Eastern
European states, but also — starting from Belarus — the
public communication, in word and deed, of a civic
desire for democracy, a robust movement towards it.
Could this act as an impetus deterring authoritarian
trends or will such tendencies prevail in the region?
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Not Suicide But Murder: Why
East Central European
Democracies Fail

Scheppele, Kim Lane
Princeton University, United States of America

By now, the narrative about why democracies are failing
in East-Central Europe is well-known. Populism has
overrun Hungary and Poland (and other states in the
region). What else could we expect (or so the story goes)?
After all, these countries had problematic histories,
wrestling first with fascism and then with communism.
They were in a bad neighborhood, sandwiched between
Germany and Russia. They never had proper democracies
before and so, being new at the whole thing in 1989 and
after, they failed because their populations got impatient
and voted democracy away.

By contrast, | want to argue for a very different case: East-
Central European democracies did not die by suicide as
the result of a self-inflicted wound brought about by
populism. Instead, | will argue, these democracies were
murdered by elected leaders, eager for power, who lied
their way into office; distracted the population with
historical fantasy, resentment and promises of cash; and
systematically dismantled checks on executive power
while their populations were distracted, creating an
autocratic government in the shadows. Neither Poles nor
Hungarians ever voted to abandon democratic
government or democratic values, and to this day they do
not approve. But by the time they realize that they may
have voted for an unrealistic national fantasy but got
autocracy instead, it’s too late. If we think of creeping
autocracy in East-Central Europe as having resulted from
the premeditated murder by national leaders rather than
suicide by populism, our understanding of democratic
failure, as well as prescriptions for how to restore
democracy in the region, will change.
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Biography

Professor Kim Lane Scheppele is the Laurance S.
Rockefeller Professor of Sociology and International
Affairs at Princeton University. Scheppele's work focuses
on the intersection of constitutional and international
law, particularly in constitutional systems under stress.
After 1989, Scheppele studied the emergence of
constitutional law in post-communist Europe, living in
Hungary and Russia for extended periods. After 9/11, she
researched the effects of the international "war on
terror" on constitutional protections around the world.
Since 2010, she has been documenting the rise of
autocratic legalism first in Hungary and then in Poland
within the European Union, as well as its spread around
the world. Her many publications in law reviews, in social
science journals and in many languages cover these
topics and others. She is a commentator in the popular
press, discussing comparative constitutional law, the
state of Europe, the rule of law and the rise of populism.
Scheppele is an elected member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences and the International
Academy of Comparative Law. In 2014, she received the
Law and Society Association’s Kalven Prize for influential
scholarship and was elected President of the Law and
Society Association for the 2017-2019 term. Scheppele
began her career in the political science department at
the University of Michigan, became full professor in the
law school at the University of Pennsylvania, was the
founding director of the gender program at Central
European University Budapest, became Director of the
Program in Law and Public Affairs at Princeton and has
held visiting faculty positions in the law schools at
Michigan, Yale, Harvard, Erasmus/Rotterdam, and
Humboldt/Berlin.
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Catching up with Society:
Authoritarianism from Below
and the Failure of Liberal
Democracy in Central Europe

Ekiert, Grzegorz
Harvard University, United States of America

Research on populism increasingly pays attention to the
supply side of politics. And, indeed, the failure of liberal
democracies in the region is not the result of economic
victimization of large parts of the population inflicted by
the transition to capitalism. It is the result of deliberate
actions of local political elites victimized by their failure
to join the European elite convergence process. Since
they had no skills and ability to join the club, they decided
to turn their backs on the European integration process.
Yet, their grievances, complaints and lies, their rabid
nationalism, their homophobia, racism and religious
fundamentalism could travel only so far, if it was not
shared by the significant part of citizens in their countries
who brought them to power. In this presentation | will
discuss the complementarity between traditional
political cultures in the region and populist/nationalist/
fundamentalist ideas peddled by right-wing politicians in
power.

SP11 | The Rise of Authoritarianism in Central Eastern Europe

Biography

Grzegorz Ekiert is Laurence A. Tisch Professor of Govern-
ment at Harvard University, Director of the Minda de
Gunzburg Center for European Studies, and Senior
Scholar at the Harvard Academy for International and
Area Studies. His research and teaching interests focus on
comparative politics, regime change and democratiza-
tion, civil society and social movements and East Euro-
pean politics and societies. His books include: Ruling by
Other Means: State-Mobilized Movements, (co-editors
Elizabeth J. Perry and Yan Xiaojun), Cambridge University
Press, 2020; Capitalism and Democracy in Central and
Eastern Europe: Assessing the Legacy of Communist Rule,
(co-editor Stephen Hanson), Cambridge University Press
2003; Rebellious Civil Society. Popular Protest and Dem-
ocratic Consolidation in Poland, (co-author Jan Kubik,
Rutgers University) University of Michigan Press 1999;
The State Against Society: Political Crises and Their After-
math in East Central Europe, Princeton University Press
1996. His papers appeared in numerous social science
journals in the US, Europe and Asia and in many edited
volumes.
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SP12 | Discussing the
Effects of the Lockdown:
The Expansion of Remote
Work and Inequalities in
Home Learning

Organised by RN0O9 - Economic Sociology & RN17 -
Work, Employment and Industrial Relations

Chaired by Alberto Vieira-Ramos, Universidad
Carlos Ill de Madrid; Valeria Pulignano, Ku
Leuven

According to Eurostat, 5.3% of the employed population
in the EU worked remotely on a regular basis in 2019.
However, the level of implementation of remote work
varies greatly between countries, ranging from 14% in
the Netherlands and Finland, to 5.2% in Germany. This
suggests that there are still important barriers (and
reluctance) to implement remote work that, given the
new reality imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic, could be
relaxed. For this reason, we consider 2021 to be an ideal
year to organize a semi-plenary session to present the
most recent empirical research on remote work, its past
and potential future development, and its impact on
productivity, work-life balance, social inequalities and
future education and training.

A lower presence of workers in the workplace can pose
greater difficulties for supervisory tasks, but it can also
favour a more efficient use of spaces and the innovation
of new forms of coordination and evaluation of task
execution. Moreover, greater autonomy and flexibility in
the organization of working time can lead to a
redistribution of time spent on domestic tasks, or
leisure, enabling employees to improve their work-life
balance. At the same time, remote work could entail an
erosion of workers’ positional power with respect to
employers and/or penalize certain individuals such as
single parents, particularly women.

Further expansion of remote work will necessarily affect
the types of skills that future workers will require. This
will provoke the reassessment of education and training
programmes and how education is provided.
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Homeworking during
Lockdown: Growth,
Productivity and its Long-term
Future in the UK

Reuschke, Darja
Cardiff University, United Kingdom

The Covid-19 pandemic has changed the world in many
ways. One of the biggest changes is where people work.
During the presentation new and up-to-date evidence on
the scale of the shift of paid work into the home in the UK
during lockdown, its impact on the mental well-being and
productivity of homeworkers, and the likely prevalence
of homeworking after social distancing restrictions are
fully lifted will be discussed. The findings are based on a
high quality panel study of workers who were inter-
viewed at the end of April, May, June, July, September
and November 2020. From this, representative conclu-
sions can be drawn for the United Kingdom. Before the
pandemic, homeworking in the UK was on a gradual, but
slow, upward trajectory. However, it rose dramatically
and suddenly in lockdown and has remained high ever
since. A similar pattern can be observed in other coun-
tries as policy makers have urged those who can to work
at home in order to arrest the spread of Covid-19. The
results of our analysis suggest that many workers have
got used to — and may even have experienced the bene-
fits of —working at home. In addition, productivity has not
been adversely affected by the shift towards homework-
ing. Furthermore, if those who want to continue working
at home in the future are allowed to do so, productivity
may be boosted by a sustained increase in the prevalence
of homeworking as those who report that their produc-
tivity has increased are also those who are keenest to
continue to work at home.

Biography

Darja Reuschke is Associate Professor at the School of
Geography and Environmental Science at the University
of Southampton. Her research is concerned with the
future of work and organisational transformations with a
particular focus on cities.

With her ERC Starting Grant project WORKANDHOME she
has investigated new locations and forms of working and
businesses such as home-based businesses and
coworking that are emerging through new technologies,
economic restructuring and social change across Europe
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Inequalities In Home Learning
During The Pandemic

Pensiero, Nicola
University of Southampton, United Kingdom

The spring of 2020 saw a widespread and prolonged
closure of schools across the UK due to the Covid-19
pandemic. The transition to distance schooling is likely to
exacerbate inequalities by socio-economic groups due to
both the socio-economic gap in the volume of
schoolwork completed and to the relative ability of
parents to support children’s learning. Using data from
Understanding Society, the UK Household Longitudinal
Study, we found that children in the most advantaged
families, where both parents work regularly from home,
the main parent is in a ‘service class’ and the children
have their own computer spent on average 2.8 hours per
day on school work for primary and 3.8 per day for
secondary pupils. More disadvantaged children in
families where the main parent is not in a service class
occupation, where the child has to share a computer with
other family members and either parent does not work
regularly from home, the hours spent per day on
schoolwork are 2.3 for primary and 2.6 for secondary
education. We estimate the educational loss to be more
pronounced for children from disadvantaged socio-
economic backgrounds than for other children.

Biography

Nicola Pensiero s a lecturer in quantitative education and
social science at Southampton University School of
Education. Previously he worked at UCL Institute of
Education, where he joined in 2013 after completing his
PhD at the European University Institute. He is an
interdisciplinary researcher with a good record of leading
externally funded education research projects. His
expertise lies in the use of analytical and choice-based
approaches in studying social phenomena such as
education programme effectiveness, comparative
analysis of the effectiveness of education system
characteristics, inequality in educational attainment,
school segregation and income inequality. His current
research includes studies on the role of individual
decision-making mechanisms in shaping educational
inequality by social origins and school segregation. He is
also conducting a cross-national study on the effect of
upper secondary education system characteristics on
skills levels and inequality.
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SP13 | The Public Role of
National Sociological
Associations Towards
Alternative Futures

Organised & Chaired by ESA Executive Committee
member & NA

Council Chair Agodi, Maria Carmela

The reshaping that European societies are going to face
is a great challenge and opportunity for sociological
knowledge and its societal impact. What will the role of
National Associations be in facing this challenge?

The debate about “public sociology” used to be centered
on individual researchers’ engagement. Maybe today the
issue is not that of competing kinds of involvement with
the discipline and its possible publics. If sociological
knowledge has to gain greater impact in the public
sphere, at stake may be the move of responsibility for
engagement from the individual to the institutional level,
with the scientific community of sociologists and their
associations assuming it collectively. Are Sociological
Associations motivated to engage in a project of
repositioning in the public domain and of responsibility
towards alternative designs of future, for their countries
and for Europe? Are they ready at deploying new
organizational practices that give all their possible
interlocutors access to their knowledge, to sociological
imagination, to its potential applications, to the
assessment of possible, alternative policies and the
futures they prepare? Is the knowledge that their
scientific communities are producing accountable also to
those in the shadow of invisibility and silence? Are they
able to contextualize - and situate in the spectrum of
always conflicting values — pieces of knowledge and
research results, even those coming from other scientific
disciplines? Do they produce segregated sociological
communities at the national level or are they fostering
mutual knowledge of national peculiarities and contexts,
so that they will find integration within a diverse and
reflexive scientific community of European sociologists?
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The Public Role of NSAs
Towards Alternative Futures

Hanafi, Sari
AUB, Lebanon (Lebanese Republic)
Biography

Sari Hanafi is currently a Professor of Sociology, Director
of Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies and Chair
of the Islamic Studies program at the American University
of Beirut. He is the President of the International
Sociological Association. Recently he created the “Portal
for Social Impact of Scientific Research in/on the Arab
World” (Athar). He was the Vice President of the board of
the Arab Council of Social Science. He is as well editor of
Idafat: the Arab Journal of Sociology (Arabic) Among his
recent books are: The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology
of the Middle East, Knowledge Production in the Arab
World: The Impossible Promise. (with R. Arvanitis). He is
the winner of 2014 Abdelhamid Shouman Award and
2015 Kuwait Award for social science. In 2019, he was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate (Doctor Honoris Causa)
of the National University of San Marcos (the first and the
leading university in Lima- Peru — established in 1551).
(His website: https://sites.aub.edu.lb/sarihanafi/).
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Assessing the Multiple Roles Of
Sociology Associations In
Contemporary Systems of
Knowledge Production

Fernandez-Esquinas, Manuel
CSIC, Spain

In this paper | make a brief assessment of the conditions
of national sociology associations (NSA) to fulfil different
roles in complex regimes of knowledge production. My
main assumption is that NSA can be analysed with the
categories used for studying collective actors in science.
In particular, at institutional level it is necessary to pay
attention to the situation of NSA in their systems of
knowledge production, including collaboration, competi-
tion and conflict with other disciplines and actors that
claim for scientific legitimacy. At organizational level, it is
useful to consider the core values, capacities and prac-
tices of NSA, and the packs of activities they are able to
develop.

For making such assessment | use some tools accumu-
lated by the sociology of science. Firstly, the paper is
framed in the approach that understands the social ar-
rangements in science systems through its outcomes, and
takes into account the combination of symbolic and social
structural elements that contribute to such outcomes.
Secondly, it reviews briefly the ‘internal’ roles of NSA,
namely: 1) Promotion of knowledge production, 2) Re-
production of a scientific field, 3) Allocation of scientific
capital, and 4) Community building. Thirdly, it focuses on
the ‘external’ roles: 1) Interest representation and lobby,
2) Policy advise, 3) Social support for the discipline, and
4) Public communication of science. Finally, the paper
considers the interrelationship of both. In particular, how
the making of the discipline shapes the capacities to pro-
mote knowledge utilization, interact with interest groups
and strengthening the public image of sociology. | will use
the experience of the Spanish Sociological Federation to
highlight the main challenges and key issues of combining
both “functions’.

Biography

Manuel Fernandez Esquinas is President of the Spanish
Sociological Federation (FES) and Coordinator of the
Research Network “Southern European Societies” of the
European Sociological Association.

He is a Research Scientist at the Institute for Advanced
Social Studies (IESA), an official centre of the Spanish Na-
tional Research Council (CSIC), and has been a visiting fel-
low at Southbank University (UK), the University of Wol-
longong, Western Sydney University (Australia), Indiana
University and the University of New Mexico (USA). He
has worked on values and behaviors related to innova-
tion, mainly using survey methodology; on science and
innovation policies, several forms of knowledge transfer
between science and industry, research training, and col-
laboration dynamics of universities and research centers
with other domains. He has been working on the “institu-
tional quality” of innovation systems and on knowledge
transfer and knowledge utilization, with a special focus
on the social sciences. He has also worked as evaluator
and consultant for the Spanish Ministry for Science and
Innovation, several regional governments and interna-
tional organizations such as OECD and the EU. He is the
director of Revista Espafiola de Sociologia/Spanish Jour-
nal of Sociology, and the editor of the new book series
“Southern European Societies” (Edward Elgar).
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Translating Complexity: Public
Sociology Between Populism
And Critical Reflexivity

Villa, Paula Irene
LMU Munich, Germany

Globally, but with regional specificities, 'public science'
has increasingly become an issue over the last years. A
wide range of actors - governmental, from civic society,
funding agencies, academic communities, private sector,
educational systems, and more - demand some, or more,
public engagement from the science, often implying a
problematic status quo in which privileged researchers
do self-centered things in their ivory towers, shying away
from the critical light of the public political sphere and
hard-working tax-payers. In populist contexts, be they
government or fringy mobilizations, such rhetoric is often
paired by anti-intellectualism and ’skepticism’ towards
science. Sociology itself has had - and still has - its very
own and specific debate regarding “public sociology”
(Burawoy 2005), which actually goes back to the founding
classics, especially Weber.

My paper reflects on the ambiguities of  public
sociology”, focussing on the role of National Associations.
It draws upon experiences as publicly engaged Gender
Studies scholar, and as president of the German
Sociological Association, and will argue that public
sociology must find ways to defend the proper logic and
space of research - resisting populist demands of all sorts
- while translating sociological knowledge into other
contexts in order to generate critical reflexivity. There is
much sociological research to help us navigate this
difficult trajectory.

Biography

Paula Irene Villa is President of the German Sociological
Association, she is full professor and chair for Sociology
and Gender Studies at LMU Miinchen. She also served as
elected board member of the German Association for
Gender Studies from 2010 - 2014.

Her research focuses on the analysis of biopolitics, i.e. the
ambivalent entanglements of society and soma, on
Cultural Studies (Pop and Politics, Embodiment within
Subcultures such as Tango), on Care & Gender, and on
Science/Academia and Gender.

She has published widely on gender/social theory (post-
structuralism, Butler, Bourdieu, symbolic violence), the
sociology of embodiment, beautification and normaliza-
tion, on feminist body politics, and on German and Euro-
pean "anti-genderism" as part of new nationalist populism.
She has directed funded empirical research (e.g. DFG,
VW, Humboldt foundations) on Cosmetic Surgery,
Food/Fitness, comparative analysis of Gender Equality
Programs in academic capitalism, and on popular culture.
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Sustaining Sociology In An
llliberal Democracy In The 21st
Century

Wessely, Anna
ELTE, Hungary

The talk uses the example of the recent history and
present state of Hungarian sociology due to the shortness
of the allotted time and the speaker’s deficient
knowledge of the situation in other illiberal democracies.
The focus will be on the attempt to explain the dwindling
of public interest in sociological knowledge, the
interpretation of the present state of affairs will
inevitably keep referring back to the political and social
structural changes of the past four decades as well as to
the impact of a more recent narrowly conceived national
science policy.

Biography

Anna Weseley President of the Hungarian Sociological
Association, she is editor-in-chief of BUKSZ (The Budapest
Review of Books), and teaches at the Sociology Institute
of E6tvos Lorand University, Budapest and the Hungarian
Fine Arts University, Budapest.

She was previously Rudolf Arnheim Professor in Art
History at the Humboldt University, Berlin, 2006;
Research Fellow at the Getty Research Institute, Los
Angeles, 1999-2000; Research Fellow at the
Wissenschaftskolleg, Berlin, 2000; member and later
President of the international advisory board of the
International Research Centre for Cultural Studies,
Vienna, 1998-2005; Research Associate at the University
of California, Berkeley, 1992-1993; and Research
Associate at Boston University, Boston, 1987-1988.
Alongside art history, her research extends to intellectual
history and the sociology of art and culture. She has also
been working on the relationship between sociology and
philosophy of knowledge, on authors as Mannheim,
Simmel, Weber, Bourdieu, Latour; contributing to
research about consumption patterns and the
development of consumerism in Eastern Europe. Her
publications include studies on visual augmentation in
the eighteenth century as well as criticism of
contemporary art.
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SP14 | Artmaking and
Economy in Time of
Crises

Organised by RNO2 - Sociology of the Arts &
RNO9 - Economic Sociology

Chaired by Dafne Muntanyola Saura,
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona; Andrea
Maurer, Universitat Trier

The Covid-19 pandemic has impacted all aspects of arts
and cultural life as well as the economic sphere, just like
other sectors of society. During the last few months, we
have witnessed coping reactions and calls for help from
all categories of actors involved in the arts and culture
sphere. At the same time, the arts and culture as all kind
of economic actors have proven ever more significant in
a time of existential crisis and be able to develop new
forms of economic activities, markets, and associations.
These new and alternative developments are worth to be
studied in inter- and transdisciplinary perspectives. The
session seeks to bring together experts specialised in
cultural policies and others in economics and market
issues, to discuss what changes are happening in the arts
and culture on macro, meso, and micro levels and the
ways this is related to economy.
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Arts Fundraisers At The
Forefront Of The Covid-19
Crisis: Coping Strategies,
Innovation And Resilience

Herrero, Marta
University of York, United Kingdom

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a devastating effect on
non-profit organisations in the arts and culture sectors;
from having to close down all their activities, the sectors
have also experienced high levels of redundancies and
furlough. In the midst of all the uncertainty, fundraisers
play a key strategic role often unacknowledged and
mostly misunderstood. In this presentation, | draw on
survey and interview data collected from fundraisers in
the art and culture sectors in the UK between August and
October 2020. | will explore some of the key obstacles
fundraisers face and the set of strategies they have
developed in order to cope with the economic, social,
cultural and often personal effects of Covid-19.

This research was carried out in collaboration with the
Cultural Sector Network of the Chartered Institute of
Fundraising in the UK, (the national professional
membership body for fundraising).
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Biography

Dr Marta Herrero is Lecturer in Creative Industries
Management at the University of Sheffield, Management
School where she teaches on Fundraising Management in
the culture sector. She is the author of Irish Intellectuals
and Aesthetics. The Making of a Modern Art Collection
(Irish Press, 2008) and co-editor of Art and Aesthetics
(Routledge, 2013). She is also the author of numerous
articles on the sociology of art, art museums, art markets
and fundraising.
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Cultural Values And Economic
Value In The Battlefield 0O
Cultural Policy: Visions From
The Past And Prospects For The
Future

Rodriguez 